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Crail, The Jewel of the East Neuk

artists' studios.
Follow the red balloons!

East Neuk Open Studios are open two
weekends in a row on
June 23-24 & June
30-July 1, 10.30am to
5pm. A warm welcome to all to come
and see what the
artists of Crail, and all
along the East Neuk,
have been creating in
their studios. There is
also the chance to
shop local for something unique; all types
of crafts, paintings,
photography, printing
and more. Booklets
with addresses and
maps are available in
local shops and in the

School Fair 2-4 pm 23 June

Our fair is to be held on the 23rd June in Beechwalk Park, weather
permitting. If it’s inclement weather then
we will be in the Community Hall. From
2-4pm there will be a variety of fun activities such as splat the rat, coconut shy,
tug of war etc! There will also be plenty
of refreshments and lots of exciting stalls
old and new, including home baking,
crafts, plants and of course our fabulous
raffle!

There but not there
COFFEE MORNING
organised by Crail Community
Council
Saturday, 23 June 2018
10:00 until 12:00
British Legion Hall
£2.00
RAFFLE
All Proceeds to
“There But Not There”, Crail

Little Monkeys Childcare

offers the only registered child minding service in Crail
for children from birth to age 12.
I currently have a few spaces for morning, afternoon,
full day and after school places, and I am
now taking bookings for over the summer holidays.
I am fully PVG checked, First Aid trained, Foodsafe
Inspected, fully insured, and registered with
the Care Inspectorate.
If you’re looking for childcare outwith nursery, or over
the summer, whether it is single days or blocks of
weeks, please get in touch!
07917 237 335
St Andrews Scorpions Inline Roller Hockey Club are
preparing to
celebrate
their
25th
Anniversary
on the 22nd
June at 8pm
in the St Andrews Social
Club. They
will be hosting a fundraising Ceilidh with music being provided by
one of Scotland’s top Ceilidh Bands, Reelback . It would
be great to see past players, parents and committee members come along and celebrate with us.
For ticket enquiries contact Tracey on 01333450715 or
07903704655 or visit St Andrews Scorpions Facebook
page.
Base plate and Basketball net, MUGA
Last week we reported that the basketball base plate and
net had been stolen, as reported to us. We now understand that this was removed by Fife Council, on the
grounds that it was damaged and dangerous.
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First World War Centenary Woods

Poppies amongst tree planting

I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.

A number of communities in the UK
have started projects to commemorate the 100-year
anniversary of the
ending of the First
World War by
Complanting
memorative
woods.

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;
A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in Summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.

The Woodland Trust has a project to plant millions of native
trees creating 130 forests in the UK, and in the Hebridean Islands, forests are being planted to mark what to those communities may well have amounted to the loss of an entire
generation of islanders. In Crail some 44 men are commemorated on the Kirk Gate War Memorial, and what more fitting
tribute to them, and to the millions who died in that war and
subsequent wars, for Crail to plant its own Commemorative
Memorial wood – a living and growing tribute, and a positive
statement of optimism and growth confronting the death of
war?

Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.

The time is right for an initiative like this, not simply to mark
the centenary, but also because change is in the air in Crail.
The Partnership Committee and the Charette, for example,
reflects a wish by this community to grasp its own future,
and to shape change towards our needs and wishes rather than
being determined by bureaucratic convenience or developer
profit. The recently agreed Fife Plan, which will result in the
construction of some 320 houses in Crail over the next 20
years, is strikingly lacking in any reference to the quality of
our environment, and to the need to engage in sustainable development. The proposals for the airfield, such as we have
seen, are likely to be even more negative and environmentally damaging. An important element in any sustainable future must be our redressing the balance between nature and
urban depredation; and what more effective way of addressing this than the creation of a woodland area, for recreation,
enhanced tourist attraction and beauty, and to encourage animal and plant wildlife? Doing this would be a real investment in our future, rather than seeing our environment and
the wealth of natural beauty in Crail despoiled for profit.

Land is available for such an initiative. The Crail Common
Good Fund owns 5 acres of land at Ribbonfield, currently let
for agricultural use; Fife Council owns land at the airfield
that could be used to create a woodland area adjacent to the
Kilmining Nature reserve. Closer to Crail, a part of the land
proposed for housing development adjacent to
the Cemetery extension
would make an excellent
location extending Denburn Wood. Can we as a
community grasp the opportunity to shape this?
Have we the vision to
see development not just as an opportunity for profit, but as
a positive step towards improving our environment and contributing to a sustainable future?
SP

Woodlands are not just trees; they are places where we can
help stop species decline and extinction, where wild life can
thrive and develop, and where the natural beauty of our environment can flourish... and where we too can refresh ourselves. Joyce Kilmer’s poem captures some of this - and
perhaps poignantly, Kilmer was killed at the Second Battle
of Marne in July 1918.

Senior Carers Respite Fife

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Senior Carers Respite Fife are pleased to introduce our great
new service - Senior Carers Respite Fife.
This is for carers 60 plus. We come to you and lend a helping
hand. At a time that’s convenient to you. This is a FREE service. For more information email Moira or Adele at
respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk or call on 01592 203993

Location - Along High Street
Opening times: Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
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1400-1600
1430-1630
1400-1600

East Neuk Book Group

Meets in the Cocoa Tree, Pittenweem
Come along and join us
All welcome
We will be discussing the following books on the first
Thursday of every month. Discussion starts at 6.00pm
but pop in from 5.30pm and have a chat with us over
coffee or hot chocolate
Thursday 5 July Martin Booth The Industry of souls
Thursday 2 August(venue to be confirmed)Gail Honeyman Eleanor Oliphant is Absolutely Fine
If you would like any further information or would like
to join our mailing list, please contact Coral
coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk

Crail and Kingsbarns Branch RNLI
Many thanks to everyone who
helped and attended the coffee
morning on Saturday in Crail
Town Hall. Including generous donations received, we raised the
sum of £510.00.

6W-RKQ¶V&KXUFK3LWWHQZHHP

Summer Fayre
Saturday 30th June 2pm - 4pm

To be held in the garden of the Great House
Access via Marygate/Priory Gate and Cove Wynd
Come along and enjoy the many activities and stalls
Specially for children - activities include
x A Treasure Hunt
x 'ƵĞƐƐdĞĚĚǇ͛ƐŝƌƚŚĚĂǇ
x Games of skill
x Open drawing/painting
competition - Separate entries for
the under 8s and 8+. All entries
must be handed in by 2.15 on the
day.
Judging will take place about 3.30

x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Stalls
Baking
Plants and farm produce
Books
Herbals
Bric-a-brac
Tombola
Conducted tours of the Priory
Precinct
 Annual Raffle to be drawn ʹ
tickets are on sale at the Fayre

Entry £2 includes refreshments ʹ children under 12 go free
^ƚ:ŽŚŶ͛ƐChurch is a registered Scottish charity no SC010982
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Unfortunately the date advertised in Karail for this
talk was incorrect and we would like to apologise to
anyone who may have come along on the 16th June

Letter to the Editor

What a great weekend it was on 9th and 10th June
when the Food Festival was on. The sun shone, the
park and the harbour both looked inviting and lots of
happy visitors were in Crail. I have to presume that
those people who say that the village does not benefit
from the Festival were not out and about while it was
on. While not every business saw an increase in trade,
quite a number of them did and people were overheard
declaring their intention to come to Crail for a longer
holiday in future.
The set-up in the Community Hall allowed a clear
view of all that was going on in the demonstration
kitchen, the staff at the food stalls were (without exception) helpful and pleasant, the children’s activities
were a great idea and the whole place was kept tidy
throughout the festival by the cleaning squad. Well
done, guys!
There are, of course, some things which could be improved but on the whole it all worked well. The stories
which were being put out by certain villagers, especially the one about having to pay to go to the harbour,
were unhelpful, destructive and completely untrue.
Apologies should be given by these people.
Crail is a lovely place in which to live but it cannot
live in the past. We need ideas, like the Food Festival,
to encourage tourists to come and share our delight in
our village. Crail needs tourism so lets try to all work
together in future for the benefit of all of us.
Rosemary Bishop-White

Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council Notes
Scroll and
Armourial

Community
The
Council are pleased
to announce that
they have received from the Lord Lyon
King of Arms the letters patent related to
the granting of the Crail Armorial to the
Community Council. The Lord Lyon will
formally present the scroll to the Council
at a ceremony to be held on 6 October.
The framed scroll is lodged in the Museum. The granting of this marks not simply an association with our past, but also
a recognition of our future which will
build on and develop our ancient roots.

East Neuk Community Emergency Response Plan

Crail Community Council was represented at the second meeting of the East Neuk Community Emergency Response Plan which
was held in Anstruther on Wednesday, 13 June.
The heavy snowfall and high winds which led to much disruption in the East Neuk has helped to focus the need for communities
to come together during times of emergencies and each village within the area is being encouraged to develop a plan. It emerged
that all of Fife had been paralysed for a few days in March and all Fife Council Contractors were located around Kirkcaldy and
Glenrothes leaving the East Neuk virtually cut off. Locals pulled together to ensure that vulnerable people received assistance
where necessary. However, it was agreed that a structure should be in place for future emergencies where assistance can be
readily available locally.

RBS Mobile Bank

Following a complaint by a local resident who thought it strange that RBS could send the mobile bank to remain on the Marketgate for 3 hours on Saturday during the Food Festival after reducing the 40 minute visits to Crail to 30 minutes from 30
April, RBS were contacted and asked to explain the decision.
The response was entirely unsatisfactory: an apology was issued, an explanation was requested, not the rationale. The respondent
went into great detail about the reasons for bank closures, not the reasons for reducing the number of days when the mobile
bank visited and she clearly thought that Crail still had visits on two days each week. Should the response prove to be unsatisfactory, we are free to contact the Ombudsman and details were provided. At the time of going to print, we are unsure if we will
proceed. Crail is very poorly served and not only by RBS who have no thought for its customers who have to queue in all
weathers to access the mobile service.

Centenary of the ending of the First World War

Preparations for the commemoration of the centenary are proceeding. The Community Council have agreed to facilitate the refurbishment of the area around the War Memorial at the Kirk Gate, including repainting the gate and railings. We remind readers
that the Coffee Morning on 23 June is to raise funds specifically for the ‘There but not there’ figure, but also more generally for
the centenary activities. We hope as many people as possible can attend and help raise funds, but if you are not able to get there
on Saturday morning we welcome contributions which will be held by the Community Council for this purpose. The Community
Council would also be very pleased to hear from anyone who has an idea they would like to develop around the theme of the
centenary. 44 men of Crail are commemorated on the memorial plaque for the First World War; 32 were soldiers who died in
France and Flanders, and 4 died in naval service. Those who died were largely the sons of working people; only 3 were officers.
The average age of those who died was 25, with the youngest being Private John Smith, aged 17, who was killed on 7 January,
1916 in what is now Iraq, by Turkish forces. John enlisted in the 2nd Battalion of the Black Watch. He was born in Crail, the
second eldest son of a family of seven, and his parents were Alex, a fisherman, and Elizabeth, who lived at 29 Shoregate. John
is commemorated with honour at the Amara War Cemetery in Southern Iraq. Regrettably, this cemetery, managed by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, is reported now to be in a poor state of repair.

Crail and Kingsbarns Red Cross

Jam Time

Coffee Morning,
Saturday 30 June, British Legion Hall Crail, 10am. All the
usual stalls.

It is jam making time again! Please could anyone who has jam
jars hand them into the Museum for the jam makers of Crail.
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23rd June-19th Aug.
1.30-7.30 pm
Adult £1 Child 50p
Crail Parish Church of Scotland

(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)
Crail Primary School Fair Saturday 23rd
June from 2 - 4pm in Beechwalk Park.
Stalls include homebaking, raffle, face
painting, home produce and a pocket money
stall as well as Teas/Coffees, BBQ and icecream and lots of games for all. Crail King
and Queen will open the fair along with a
performance from Crail Primary Glee Club.
All money raised will go towards the purchase of new school laptops.
Crail Community Council will be holding
a fundraising Coffee Morning on Saturday
23rd June at 10am in the Legion Hall. The
funds raised will be used towards the
“There, but not there Crail” a tribute to commemorate the ending of WW1. Any queries
phone Victor Reynolds 451974.
Jam Making Time It is jam making time
again! Please could anyone who has jam
jars hand them into the Museum or to Chat
Bite for the jam makers of Crail.
The Red Cross coffee morning will be
held on Saturday 30 June in the British Legion Hall, 10-12.
The Museum Talk is on the 26th June not
the 16th June as advertised in the Karail.
The Session would like to thank all who
helped in anyway with the teas/coffees over
the Food Festival weekend and we are
pleased to say that a grand total of £478.40
was raised.
Locum Minister: Rev Peter Neilson
(tel: 01333 310 477)

This fantastic performance SOLD OUT
in mid April. Seats are unreserved. Doors
will open at 7pm. Looking forward to
seeing a full house for this wonderful
group.
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The
Seagull

Crail

Took a spin over Beechwalk Park on Sunday to have a look
at the Food Festival. Full of lots of people enjoying themselves, and lots of rich pickings on the ground - but some of
it was a bit too spicy for me. I’ve never seen so many people
using (or maybe playing is a better term) on the gym equipment. Well, not so much adults but children doing things, but
a welcome change from its usual emptiness. I wonder how
many people came to the events? I saw the car park was full,
and lots of people everywhere. The Harbour looked busy as
well.

Now that our 2018 festival is past, the Food Festival Committee (Annie, Pat, Peter & David) and our chairman, Bruce Geddes, would like to thank the people of Crail for their patience
during our annual event, those who volunteered to help make
it a success and a special thanks for those of you who attended
the Festival.
Our new format, with limited number of venues, appears to
have been an instant success. The fish and seafood theme at
the Harbour, together with fishy demonstrations, children’s
events and music seemed to catch the imagination. The Committee wishes to apologise to some harbour users for a complete misunderstanding which was amicably resolved.

Are the newly refurbished toilets actually open? I saw a man
rather urgently trying to get in, and failing. He rushed off
very purposively but heaven knows where. I thought a huge
amount of money had been spent doing the toilets up. Is it
really closed?

The larger Cookery Theatre venue in the Community Hall
meant that everyone was able to enjoy the cookery demonstrations by our famous chefs, and to taste their fare. The new,
large screen TV monitor let everyone follow all the action.

Now summer is here, at least the holiday homes will have
people in them. and for me the good thing about that is they
are generally not sure what to do with rubbish, so leave it out
on the roadside. And that means for me richer pickings than
usual.

The decision to use Beechwalk Park was a real winner – OK
the weather helped a lot – where a real, happy atmosphere prevailed. It was great to see groups sitting down on the grass
with their tasty food, coffee and a ‘Nip of the Neuk’ Festival
gin. The traders were happy – “ the best outdoor festival we
have been to”, our paying ‘guests’ who, unanimously on the
park, were all having a really enjoyable time.

I’ve been spending a bit of time in the relative peace of Fluke
Dubs. Crail was so very busy last weekend that I thought I’d
give my self a break and a poke about in the seaweed on the
beach. What I’ve noticed, however is a recent increase of
golfers at Balcomie and Craighead. I had a word with one of
the local magpies - they’re ok in small doses - and he said
that there were a lot of visiting golfers, many from Florida.
I’m not sure where that is, but I suspect it’s America, based
on their dress and their voices. I went to have a look myself
and sure enough I overheard one talking to a local dog walker
saying that he and his friends were having a wonderful time.
They were loving the golf, the courses, and the weather, and
couldn’t speak highly enough of the friendly reception they
had met in Scotland and Crail in particular. The reason I’m
telling you this is just so we remember that in the midst of
folks complaining about some things they are unhappy about,
visitors see a beautiful place where they feel welcome. We
should never lose sight of this

The Committee feel
that the 8th Festival
was the best yet for all
those that got involved. From our
helpful local volunteers, to our Festival
Manager, Aadam, and
his happy band who
were responsible for
all the logistics required of our varied programme. Thanks also
to the traders, the musicians, the children’s entertainers, the
bar staff, and those local folk who engaged with our visitors,
some from distant parts of the globe.
A full report on this year’s Festival will appear in Crail Matters
in July.

Do you know any young carers?
We are the respite care officers for Disabilities Fife.Carers that
are actively looking for families to help. Please feel free to
contact us anytime by:
Phone - 01592 203993
Email - respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk
Website - YoungCarersRespite.com

Contact your Fife Councillor?
Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2018: Editorial Team this week: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John
Wilson

6

