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www.crailmatters.com

CRAIL MATTERS
W/C 9 July 2018. No 69 Free - donations welcome 

Suggested hard copy Donation 40p 

Crail, The Jewel of  the East Neuk

Support  ‘THERE
BUT NOT

THERE’ for Crail

CRAIL small GARDENS are OPEN Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th July
1pm to 5pm. 8 fabulous and completely different gardens in Crail will be
open to the public, some with plant stalls and music
Tickets and Maps from 2 Castle St and 52 Marketgate
Teas from 2.30pm until 4.30 pm
Sat 14th British Legion Hall
Sun 15th Crail Kirk Hall
Proceeds to Scotland's Gardens and local charities

Crail Festival Street Market will be taking place again this year in the area indicated on the map. Can all residents/visitors
please ensure that their vehicles are removed
from this area by 6.00pm on Friday 20th July.
The area will be closed for 24 hours until Sat-
urday 21st July.
The Market will have 30 stalls of fabulous
products, mostly handmade by local produc-
ers, a children's games area, a children's en-
tertainer & face painting and food vans,
including a prosecco van. Don't miss it!
We apologise for any inconvenience to resi-
dents/visitors.

Crail Festival Society.

Crail Mobile Post Office 
Service

Location - Along High Street
Opening times:
Monday 1400-1600
Tuesday 1430-1630
Wednesday 1400-1600

Beautiful Crail

Though far I have wandered,
My heart will avail,

My thoughts remind me of my longing
for Crail,

The boats in the harbour,
The sound of the sea,

The lovely St Mary’s means so much
to me.

The folks in the village,
The friendship I’ve found,

Are so down to earth,
With their feet on the ground,

So with love in my heart,
I’m happy to stay,

Within sight of Balcomie,
And the beautiful Isle of May.

Norman Duffy

Norman Duffy, aged 88, has a long as-
sociation with Crail, having bought the
cottage ‘Fulhoggar’ on Balcomie Road
in the early 60s and every family holi-
day has been spent there since

RBS Community Liaison
RBS Community Liaison staff will conduct drop in sessions each Tuesday from
1000 to 1200 in Anstruther Lower Town Hall. Anyone with questions or con-
cerns is welcome to attend.

Fife Coast & Countryside Trust urge those taking advantage of the good weather to consider the following: FIRE RISK -
CRITICAL Fire risk on sites is now regarded as critical by Scottish Natural Heritage, Forestry Commission Scotland and
other Land Management Organisations. Please think carefully before lighting fires and BBQ's in the countryside and dune
areas near beaches.



East Neuk Book Group
Meets in the Cocoa Tree, Pittenweem

Come along and join us
All welcome

We will be discussing the following books on the first Thursday of
every month. Discussion starts at 6.00pm but pop in from 5.30pm
and have a chat with us over coffee or hot chocolate
Thursday 2 August (venue to be confirmed )Gail Honeyman,
Eleanor Oliphant is Absolutely Fine
If you would like any further information or would like to join our
mailing list, please contact Coral

coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk
Little Monkeys Childcare

offers the only registered child minding service in
Crail for children from birth to age 12.

I currently have a few spaces for morning, after-
noon, full day and after school places, and I am 

now taking bookings for over the summer holidays.
I am fully PVG checked, First Aid trained, Foodsafe

Inspected, fully insured, and registered with 
the Care Inspectorate.

If you’re looking for childcare outwith nursery, or
over the summer, whether it is single days or blocks

of weeks, please get in touch!
07917 237 335

Plastic Bottles
Crail Festival needs 50 clean, empty 2 litre plastic bottles WITH
LIDS. We have weight bags for the gazebos for the Street Market
which hold 2x2 litre bottles each, which we can fill with water.
We would be grateful if anybody who can help would drop them
off at 15 Marketgate North. If no-one at home, please leave under
the bench.

Crail and Kingsbarns Red Cross raised £528.18 at the Coffee
Morning last Saturday Grateful thanks to all concerned.
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Crail Folk Club
An extraordinary Singers' Night two weeks ago with 11 singers and visitors flying in from as far away as Cupar and Seattle.

Next up is a proper Scottish night with Haggerdash. It is on Thursday 12th July 8pm Crail Town Hall BYOB £7
HAGGERDASH is:
Alan Jones - Concertina, Bouzouki, Guitar, 5-String Banjo as well as taking lead vocals on many well-known and self-penned
songs. Alan is well known in folk
music having previously played
with Three's a Crowd, The Govan
Spoonful and Hot Toddy.
Jack Bethel - Hammered Dul-
cimer, Fiddle, Whistle, Con-
certina. Jack was a former member
of the hugely popular band Se-
tanta.
Billy Stewart - Bouzouki,
Guitar,5-String Banjo, Harmonica,
Bodhran . Billy takes lead vocals
on quite a few well known songs
as well as performing his own
compositions. He is also a founder
member of Haggerdash.
All the members of HAGGER-
DASH have been involved in Folk
Music for many years before joining the band and have performed with other lineups including Cairdie's Brig, Setanta, Three's
A Crowd,  Hot Toddy, The Govan Spoonful and Clachnacuddin.
Jamie Stewart and Graham Walker are two of the younger very talented generation of musicians around now and it is always a
pleasure to have them in the line up
HAGGERDASH continue to be a popular Folk Band and are in demand for a variety of venues. Over the years they have per-
formed at Orkney, Marymass, Crawfordjohn, Lomond, Glenfarg, Roe Valley and Tinto Folk Festivals as well as Portsoy Inter-
national Boat Festival and Edinburgh Festival. They are also regular visitors to Ballerup Music Festival in Denmark.
The band is also regular performers at folk clubs throughout Scotland as well as being in demand for corporate events and tourist
venues.
The main aim of HAGGERDASH is to provide an evening of fun and music 
Some clips will shortly appear on our Facebook Page. Advance tickets can be had from www.crailfolkclub.org.uk or give a call
to 01333 450572. 
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Ladywalk Care Home
The replacement of the Ladywalk Care Home is necessary
because it was built in approx 1970s and for our old folk it is
important to upgrade their living conditions to 2018 and be-
yond and future proof it. Fife Council has allocated funds to
do this both in Anstruther and Cupar (others already success-
fully completed in Fife). 
The current Proposals, and they are only Proposals, are under
public consultation till the end of July 2018 and I have re-
quested that Fife Council extend the consultation to end of
August. There are several other sites under consideration too
and both the Friends of Bankie Park and the Anstruther Pub-
lic will have Public Meetings. I have spoken to folk in Bankie
Park and I am keen to meet individuals and groups to discuss
fully all the Proposals in detail. Unfortunately some of the
information out in the Press and on Facebook do not contain
all the information which was made at a recent Anstruther C
C meeting and will be provided again at the public meetings. 

Cllr Bill Porteous 
Second Homes
I was extremely disheartened to read the latest in your series
of attacks on second home owners within Crail (“We are not
alone!! Holiday Lets are an international problem”).

I believe second home owners bring much more than  the
economic activity which the writer sees as our sole tolerable
attribute. While I am genuinely sorry that the fishing industry,
the farming industry, and indeed the trade with Dutch mer-
chants have all seen better days, to put the social and eco-

nomic issues impacting Crail at the door of ‘problem’ second
home owners is to ignore the reality of village communities
across the country.

My children love the experience of our significant time in
Crail each year, and while we always wish we could stay
longer we are proud and thankful to enjoy and contribute to
the village and its amenities, in much the same way that four
generations of my wife’s family have been doing for more
than half a century.

I fear however your writer may simply long for a world that
has long since gone, and is not coming back. If my family
and other Crail second home owners are to be among the
scapegoats for this pent up anger with the world then so be
it, but I would suggest it doesn't reflect the friendly, balanced
and tolerant views from the wider Crail community, which
makes Crail such a popular place for residents and holiday-
makers from across the world.

Having enjoyed reading this publication for a number of
years it is clear that it provides an excellent and useful re-
source for the community, but for Crail Matters to provide a
platform to drive a wedge between Crail residents seems
counterproductive to its community objectives, and to nor-
malize the idea of civil disobedience to this apparent ‘prob-
lem’ is irresponsible and disappointing in the extreme.

Iain O’Neill

Letters to the Editor
The views expressed are those of the authors of the letters. We are happy to publish letters without attribution (ie name and address withheld) but names and

addresses must be supplied
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CrCCrail FCraCraiCrailCrail Crail FestivCrail FeCrail FesCrail FestCrail FestiCrail Festival PuttCrail FestivaCrail FestivalCrail Festival Crail Festival PCrail Festival PuCrail Festival PutCrail Festival Putting GrCrail Festival PuttiCrail Festival PuttinCrail Festival PuttingCrail Festival Putting Crail Festival Putting GCrail Festival Putting GreenCrail Festival Putting GreCrail Festival Putting GreeCrail Festival Putting Green 

Opens 

23rd June-19th Aug. 
1.30-7.30 pm 

    Adult £1 Child 50p  
Crail CCrCraCraiCrailCrail feffestivfesfestfestifestivalfestivafestival 

Senior Carers Respite Fife
Senior Carers Respite Fife are pleased to introduce our great new service - Senior Carers Respite Fife.
This is for carers 60 plus. We come to you and lend a helping hand. At a time that’s convenient to you. This is a FREE ser-
vice. For more information email Moira or Adele at  respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk or call on 01592  203993

Not long now until this year's excit-
ing programme unfolds. Under Fire,
our closing headline performance,
has sold out. Tickets are still avail-
able for Blueswater, Emily Maguire,
Rose Room with Konrad
Wiszniewski (Saxophonist), the
Bernicia Suite and the 5 Star Com-
edy Evening. Details are in the Pro-
gramme Booklet and on our website
crailfestival.com. 2 people who
have recently bought tickets for
Emily Maguire have posted glow-
ing, enthusiastic com-
ments about her quality
as a performer. Superb
entertainment is com-
ing to Crail 18-28 July.
Get your tickets now to
avoid disappointment.

Blueswater Band

Emily Maguire

Rose Room

Konrad 
Wisniewski

Vladimir 
McTavishUnder Fire
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An unusual cloud

David Mann reports the following:

Having my first pint (only the one!) at the Golf Hotel for some
time, I saw this vision in the sky over the rooftops - a duck!
Now was she after the Seagull who might have stolen her chick
or was she just eyeing up the Crail Capon on the Tolbooth
Steeple?  Who knows.... I enjoyed my pint! Crail Matters

Summer Publication

Crail Matters will be taking a summer break – there will be
no issue on Monday 27 August and 3 September. Copy for the
final pre-summer break issue will need to be received 17 Au-
gust for the issue of 20 August. Publication will resume on 10
September, with final copy needed by 7 September. 

Contact your Fife Councillor?
Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk  07725 223773.

cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311

cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Do you know any young carers?
We are the respite care officers for Disabilities Fife.Carers
that are actively looking for families to help. Please feel free
to contact us anytime by:
Phone - 01592 203993
Email - respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk
Website - YoungCarersRespite.com

The rocks at Crail were formed within an expansive delta
system during the Carboniferous period (Visean stage / Holk-
erian sub-stage), approximately 335 million years ago. Much
of the rock exposed today was formed by sands and silts car-
ried and deposited by rivers across the region. It's interesting
to note that at this time the river system flowed south west,
completely opposite to the present situation; the source of the
rivers during this time was where the North Sea is today.
This period represents a great change in the earth's history,

with land plants evolv-
ing into large trees and
ferns, and amphibians,
reptiles and giant flying
insects inhabiting the
humid forests. One of
the notable inhabitants
of the forest floor was
Arthropleura, a giant
centipede which

evolved from crustacean-like ancestors and was able to grow
larger than modern Arthopods because of the high percentage
of oxygen in Earth's atmosphere at that time and because of
the lack of large terrestrial predators.
Where to look for fossils?
Fossils can be found among the pebbles and foreshore expo-
sures within each of the neighbouring bays west of the har-
bour. Heading along the beach (at low tide) the first fossil
you're likely to encounter is a giant tree stump; continuing
further you'll shortly reach the site of the Arthropleura tracks.
(A model Arthropleura displayed in the Hunterian Museum
in Glasgow)
There are several Arthropleura tracks, the most striking of
which is located above sea level in the cliff. The first bay
ends shortly after the tracks, beyond which several more bays
can be found and provide the best opportunity to collect fos-
sils.
As with all coastal locations, a fossil hunting trip is best timed

to coincide with a falling or low-tide. 
What fossils might you find?
Crail is most famous for the occurrence of Arthropleura
trackways in the cliffs and on the foreshore boulders; these
impressive giant centipedes measured up to 2 meters (over 6
feet) in length and comprised of an armoured exoskeleton
and dozens of sharply pointed legs running along its under-
side.
The spacing of the tracks at Crail indicates this particular
specimen measured over 4 feet. The most impressive pair of
tracks occurs above the foreshore, each comprising two clear
uniform impressions of the creatures many feet. Given the
similarity of the two tracks and the unique circumstances that
led to their preservation, it's most probable that they were left
by the same creature within a short time of each other (pos-
sibly the same day).
Important: Please respect the trackways and do not damage
or attempt to collect any part of them. Visitors are reminded
that these are extremely rare and scientifically important and
should not be disturbed
During a recent visit, a further two separate trackways were
observed - these particular specimens are being subjected to
extensive weathering by the sea, the result of which is appar-
ent and a great shame. Hammering is not recommended in
this area, as the vast majority of finds are in situ and should
be left for others to observe. 
The most common fossils along this stretch of coast are the
trunk and roots of Lepidodendron trees, which appear in situ
of the foreshore. The bark is identifiable by its characteristic
diamond-shaped leaf cushions, whereas the roots (known
commonly as Stigmaria) are covered by a series of small pits
from which smaller root appendages grew. Some Lepidoden-
dron species could grow up to 40 metres; the roots spread
horizontally, indicating humid environments.
Please note, the foreshore west of Crail is designated a Site
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), which makes it illegal
to hammer or remove any in situ material.

Discovering Fossils
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The Crail Seagull
As it was quite breezy down at Fluke Dub the other evening, I had a wee jaunt to St. Andrews. The harbour
there isn’t quite as pretty as Crail but it’s a lot more seagull friendly. Unlike Crail, there are no nasty “Do Not
Feed The Gulls” notices there. A man in a van gave me some chips, how kind of him, you don’t get service like that in
Crail. I may visit there again soon!

Hasn’t this spell of warm weather been great? It’s not all been roses though – the gossipy sparrow (who’s usually spot on with
information, no fake news there) told me that the folks out by the golf club only had muddy, brown water coming out of their
taps last weekend. Apparently, someone called Scottish Water about it and was told to run the mains tap at half pressure until it
cleared, three hours later, with everyone doing as instructed, it was only a bit better. One wifie’s white sheets looked as if they’d
been washed in tea! Then, on Sunday, the headlines in the papers stated that Scottish Water was asking everyone to conserve
water! Could this have been down to folks running cold water taps for 3 hours? Lucky, lucky me, I don’t need to shower, I can
take a dook in the Dub anytime I want to; at least it’s clean here!!

Seen the news reports about seagulls in the West of England? Seagulls have been getting drunk. The RSPCA have been called
in and told a journalist “At first, the birds look like they have botulism [illness caused by bacteria] but then, after vomiting,
most seem to recover. The birds absolutely stink of alcohol when we collect them, so now our vans smell like pubs.” Well,
that’s my summer holiday location booked!!!

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.

We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2018: Editorial Team this week:  Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John

Wilson

Crail Community Council Notes
Glass Recycling
The Community Council have been informed by Cllr Porteous  that Yes RES who do commercial recycling
for Fife Council say YES to providing  Crail with 3 glass bins large size and emptying at No Cost to the
Community - but the community have to identify a suitable location. Constraints on location are:
1. acceptable to neighbours at whatever location is decided
2. the area to have the capacity to accommodate a big waggon to remove the glass
3.safe with reasonable access.
Provision of some form of glass recycling is much needed in Crail, but there is no obvious location that would command universal
agreement -  suggested sites with easy access have been Marketgate and the Harbour, but both with obvious drawbacks in terms
of noise, safety and aesthetics. As a way forward, the Community Council invites you to send in your suggestions to crailcom-
munitycouncil@gmail.com.

Landfill Bins at the Harbour
Landfill bins at the harbour are regularly being filled with recyclable waste from holiday homes
there. One bin has no lid and the waste is being strewn around by seagulls.  Crail Community
Council has attempted to report the issue to Fife Council however, the reporting link on the En-
vironment & Recycling website is broken. Frustratingly, the telephone number given as an alter-
native, advises that the waiting time to speak to an advisor is in excess of 15 minutes.

There will be no Community Council Meeting in July, the next being 27 August.

Scottish Water is asking customers to use water wisely in
their daily activities to help maintain supplies during the cur-
rent period of hot summer weather. Following a sustained
dry period without any significant rainfall, customer usage
has increased significantly. With the current weather condi-
tions forecast to continue, Scottish Water is encouraging peo-
ple to take simple but important steps to conserve our public
water supplies.
Simple, practical steps which we encourage include:
• Taking shorter showers
• Using a watering can rather than a hose to water plants
• Using a bucket rather than a hose to wash vehicles; only 

washing windscreens/lights instead of the whole vehicle
• Turning off taps in the home whenever possible
• Using washing machines and dishwashers fully loaded


