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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.
The Seagull's Traffic Wardens

My thanks to "The Crail Seagull" (without whom I doubt any week would ever start in a good way) for drawing attention to
the actions of Traffic Wardens and the misuse of Disabled Parking spaces -- As a motorist of many years standing I never
thought I would ever give praise to their work but, well done those Wardens.

About two years ago, after a reasonably active (skating, golfing, boating, swimming etc.,) life, it became necessary for me to
join the "Club of the Handicapped" at Life Membership level -- and what an absolute eye-opener that has turned out to be. As
a member of this exclusive (but not often sought-after) Club, one is able to experience at first-hand the high levels of selfish,
inconsiderate, and uncaring attitudes and behaviour of some without mobility issues - at both Individual and Corporate Level.

Probably the greatest boon/lifeline to a person with mobility issues is that of a motor vehicle, ideally freely available and with
easy and consistent access to parking. Of course, some neighbours don't care about our "lifeline", and simply park their vehicles very inconsiderately.

I consider myself a pretty good driver, but never really mastered the "Sideways-Shuffle" !!!!! (Mine is the silver one in the
middle and was parked prior to the arrival of the other two vehicles.) This was even more annoying as both offending vehicle
owners have their own "off-road" parking spaces to the rear of their respective properties -- but which they are just too lazy to
use.

Fortunately for "Club-Members" the Disabled Person's Parking Place (Scotland) Act 2009 exists, entitling us to apply for a
parking Bay to be provided close/adjacent to our homes. I recently made a Freedom of Information enquiry of all Councils in
Scotland and, despite the terms of the Act of Parliament being quite specific as to the processing and provision of such parking spaces, those terms do not appear to be fully understood or practised by many of the relevant Council Departments.

However, if you have the good fortune to live in the Scottish Borders, East Dunbartonshire, Falkirk, East Renfrewshire, East
Lothian or Fife, then you are likely to acquire a marked "temporary or unenforceable" disabled person's parking space within
one to four weeks from application. Conversely though, applications made in Perth & Kinross, Mid-Lothian, Angus or East
Ayrshire, could find you waiting about four to six months for the same facility. Unfortunately for those applying in the Inverclyde Council area, there is little hope of achieving a result in under about nine months. (This Council also wins first prize for
obfuscation, prevarication and inaccuracy of communication).

But of course it doesn't stop there, for it is then necessary that these bays are made "enforceable" (i.e. Identified by a Disabled
Parking sign and subject to a Traffic Regulation Order), but that is another whole new, mind-boggling story of Council intransigence and incompetence.

So, to all non-Club Members, please do give us a bit of thought when parking your vehicle -- your occupation of our space(s)
is tantamount to committing many of us to solitary confinement.

Ian Green
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The Storm

Norman Duffy

We cast off from the Harbour Wall and headed out to sea.
The night was clear, the stars above, led up to Eternity.
We should have known, the signs were there:
the stillness of the air.
The sea was calm, too calm by far,
the wind was light to fair.

We sailed until the break of dawn,
Then felt the change begin.
The darkening sky, the threatening sea;
We felt the air go thin.
Within our hearts, we surely knew,
this was no normal storm.

The ever pounding, ruthless sea;
Why had we not been warned?

We checked the deck and all our gear.
We battened down the hatch with fear,
For in that fury, beyond the spray,
The rocks were looming in the light of day.

16 plus Activity Agreement
At East Neuk Centre

The First Wave hit us as we swung,
Our nose into the Storm.

Cupar Youth Cafe offers young people aged 16 – 18 year
old, who live in East Fife opportunities to :
· Prepare for work, college and life
· Try a range of new activities
· Gain qualifications and skills
Learning how to be.
· Effective contributors

The engines revved, we pitched and tossed;
A shout rang out! –
‘May Day Alarm’ ...

For endless hours, or so it seemed,
The sea just boiled, the wind it screamed.
We thought of all the things we’d done,
Our Wives our Daughters and our Sons.
But holding firm and working well,
We held her tight into the swell.

·
·
·

Confident individuals

Responsible citizens
The programme runs for 12 weeks on:
· Monday’s 11am – 4pm
Young People will be expected to make up their Activity
Agreement by taking part in either 4 hours of volunteering
or by attending the drop in session at Cupar Youth Café on
Wednesdays from 11-1.

We saw the Chopper overhead,
At last our help had come.
Just in time; the hull had split,
And nearly sent us down.

Senior Carers Respite Fife

Now life can never be the same again, after facing such distress.
Raised from the depths, another chance was born, and we
give
Great Thankfulness.

Dedicated to ‘The East Neuk Fishermen’.

Successful learners
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Senior Carers Respite Fife are pleased to introduce our great
new service - Senior Carers Respite Fife.
This is for carers 60 plus. We come to you and lend a helping hand. At a time that’s convenient to you. This is a FREE
service. For more information email Moira or Adele at
respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk or call on 01592 203993

Letters to the Editor

Bottle Bank
Sir,
I have been asked by the Crail Bowling Club committee to write to you about the recent suggestion put forward for a possible
new recycling site behind the bowling green.
Your Community Council Notes state that this car park is very underused and the access would be ideal.
Contrary to these statements, the car park is well used during the summer months, sometimes beyond capacity. It is also used
by some locals. The shape of it also negates against the siting of skips because that would make manoeuvring very difficult. We
have also just repaired the entry, at our cost, because of use by others. The entry is only half-width because half the road is an
entry to another property. The entry road, as far as we know, is private.
For both these reasons, we would not give permission for our car park to be used as a re-cycling site.
Gerald Cooper
Second Homes
I fully concur with the comments made in Tom Cannavan's Letter to the Editor (Issue No. 76).
Crail and other East Neuk villages exist today based on a mixed community of permanent residents, second home owners and
holiday home users, therefore derogatory comments about non -permanent residents are uncalled for and should cease, particularly in view of the fact that second home owners pay 100% Council Tax and contribute towards the local economy.

D. Gifford
Adopt a street campaign
Admirable as it is that people want to engage in looking after and caring for their environment (as many do in our community),
I wonder if this isn't just another way for Councils to save money by cutting badly needed jobs. AND - what about health and
safety issues? Is training to be given about, for instance, suspect substances, discarded needles etc.? I note that 'The Council
will continue to care for public spaces'. If our streets do not come under that umbrella, which areas do?
Fenella McClelland
Putting Green
Before your summer holiday you printed the account of this summer’s Putting Green achievements.
Many people may not realise that a copy, neatly rolled and tied with a handwritten card saying 'thank you' was delivered to
every one of the volunteers. They have all over the years been coerced, charmed and coaxed by Jenny Gowans.
It was she who revived the idea of the Putting Green, got it in action, organised the gang of mowers, the shed, the pins, persuaded
( ordered?) the council to keep the trees in bounds which has improved the surface, and made the Putting Green once again a
staple of Crail.
Her patience, tenacity and energy seems endless. Thank you, Jenny.
PS. Perhaps you could now solve the problem of a bottle bank for Crail?
Sheila Partington
Grit Bins
Eight years ago (following winter accidents) the residents of Carr Crescent, Felkington Avenue and Lamont Terrace collectively
purchased 4 grit bins after Fife Council refused to provide them. Fife Council agreed to'top up' our bins once a year, this arrangement has worked very well to date. On Friday 7th September we were dismayed to find Fife Council's subcontractor removing one of OUR bins from Carr Crescent which we successfully stopped.
However we have since found that Fife Council's subcontractors (Mathew Bros) have removed OUR bin from the new flats at
Lamont Terrace.We have emailed Fife Council and spoken to Fife Council Transportation who were unaware there was a problem.Has any other area lost their grit bins? Surely for safety reasons this is a very short sighted policy.
R D Webster

A Date for your Diary

Correction: Appointments are not required,
the service is walk in as usual.
The annual flu inoculations will take place at Skeith Health
Centre on Monday, 1 October 2018
If you are:Aged 65 or over, or a pregnant woman, An unpaid carer of any
age, or Work in health care
You are eligible to have the seasonal flu vaccine. The vaccination takes around 10 days to work and should protect you
from the flu for another year.
The flu vaccine is offered to all children in Scotland aged 2-5
(and not yet in school) at their GP Practice. it is offered to all
primary school children at school.
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Kingsbarns Community Art Group Exhibition

The exhibition will take place in the Kingsbarns Community
Hall on Sunday 23rd September from 2pm to 4pm. There will
be teas, coffees and home baking as well as a bric-a-brac stall
and raffle. Proceeds will be donated to the ‘Make a Wish’ charity which grants wishes for children and young people fighting
life threatening conditions.

Crail Mobile Post Office
Service

Location - Along High Street
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1430-1630
Wednesday: 1400-1600

WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell,

with Photographs by John Anderson
I decided to head up to Boarhills and the mouth of the Kenly
Burn on the Saturday morning of the 9th – it is a good place
and time for September migrants. I cycled up the old railway
track and saw a fox sat in the middle of a stubble field, sat
down, watching me as I went by. I stopped and looked back
at it: a perfect fox, perfectly framed against the stubble and
already with the start of the dense fur they get for the winter.
At Boarhills I headed down to the pond to the north of the
burn mouth. I haven’t been there since New Year’s Day. It
was a lot warmer today and with a couple of moorhens. It’s
a perfect breeding spot for them and one of the few ones in
the area with so few ponds about. There is also a family of
moorhens in the pond at Cambo Farm – I first noticed them
the week before last on the bus back from work. If you sit on
the top deck you can see over the wall as you pass, otherwise
the pond is completely invisible and I suspect many people
don’t know the pond is there, let alone the moorhens.
It was coming up
Canada Geese
to high tide at the
mouth of the
Kenly Burn. I
counted
160
Canada geese on
the rocks or in
the bay. The late
summering flock
has
increased
from nothing to
this fairly large number in the last 10 years: I first started
recording Canada geese regularly in September from about
2009. Before that they were “vagrants” and I only had a couple of sightings in my first 5 years in Crail. Mixed in with
the geese were goosanders, eider, mallard, wigeon and teal,
and a pure white farmyard goose.
As I cycled down the coastal path towards Kingsbarns after
crossing the burn, putting up lots of starling and a few northern wheatears feeding on the beach, a small wader flew up
in front of me from the rocks. I immediately thought it was a
little ringed plover because it had no trace of a wing bar
(fairly unusual in a wader) but its back and wings were a bit
patterned and there was no trace of white at all around its tail.
As it banked
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
around and flew
back
towards
me, circling over
the adjacent cow
field, it clicked –
a buff-breasted
sandpiper.
I
could see a
straight bill about
half the length of
a dunlins so ruling out a plover, and it was unmarked underneath apart from
a few darker spots around its shoulder. The whole impression
was of a long-winged plover, a bit like a ruff. I watched it
circling around for about a minute before I lost it when it
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landed in a bit of dead ground in the cow field, or the field
adjacent.
I know buff-breasted sandpipers quite well. I saw my first on
a golf course on the Scilly Isles back in 1985 and fell in love
with them because they are high Arctic waders that have little
fear of people. I spent ages getting closer and closer to it, not
quite believing that it hadn’t flown yet, until I was lying in a
bunker as it approached me. I popped my head out and found
I was looking at the buff-breast at eye level only about 5 metres away. It just continued on past me nonchalantly. A few
years later, in 2000, when I was doing some fieldwork in Barrow Alaska and came across breeding buff-breasts I fell even
more in love with them. Again, they were very tame but it
was their courtship this time that made them memorable. The
male flicks its wings out like a Benny Hill flasher and holds
them straight out, at right angles to the ground so the underside – which is pure white - faces the female. Then the male
struts around for a bit looking ridiculous with its relatively
long wings, and the females shuffles around in an embarrassed fashion. And here was one in Crail! Well, on the patch
at least. I have missed two buff-breasted sandpipers by less
than hour each time since I have been living here. Both birds
in September and in stubble fields at Balcomie with other
waders like golden plovers. Buff-breasts are dry habitat
waders preferring short grass, a bit like golden plovers – they
winter in southern South America and breed in Arctic North
America and the far east of Russia. There are always a few
recorded each autumn in the UK, probably as youngsters
head off in slightly the wrong direction south for the winter.
A difference of a few degrees, when you start near the north
pole means the difference between continents. The bird today
was a juvenile; adults have less marked wings. These wrong
direction birds may find suitable grassy habitat in southern
Europe or Africa and then if they survive they will make their
back to the Arctic, and then probably repeat the track as
adults. The few spring records of adults and the many juveniles in the autumn suggest that some buff-breasts, like yellow-browed warblers, probably have a genuine route through
the UK rather than it being vagrancy.
The buff-breast was my first new Crail bird since the Brunnich’s guillemot in Anstruther almost exactly two years ago.
The Crail list is now up to 225. I spent another hour trying to
relocate the bird in the nearby cow and sheep fields, then the
rocky shore again because there were a few wader roosts
nearby with ringed plovers, dunlin, turnstones and knots –
that would all provide good company for a buff-breast. I then
continued on to Kingsbarns Golf course mindful of my first
ever sighting but there were only golfers.
On the same day I spent an hour out at Fife Ness sea watching. Very quiet – no shearwaters apart from fulmars. The only
highlight was a flock of 7 pale-bellied brent geese. It’s been
several years since I have recorded them on the Crail year
list, although they are always recorded about this time of year
passing Fife Ness. You just have to get lucky or put in the
hours at this time of year. The brent geese will have left Svalbard just a few days before and are a reminder that the pinkfeet and barnacle geese will be back soon as well. It is turning

into one of those quiet autumns for seabirds. I haven’t had a
sooty shearwater yet, no autumn little gulls and generally
evening sea watches from Crail are fairly uneventful. There
were more kittiwakes on the 12th, but even the strong winds
of the few days before didn’t really change things at all. And
still no juvenile gannets, which definitely makes this quite a
late year for them. The red-throated divers are at least reliable,
with a steady stream coming into the Forth for the last two
weeks in ones and twos every so often.

Pale-bellied Brent Geese

Red-throated Diver

Pink-footed Goose
And to finish the week, the pink-footed geese are coming in – I had heard they had been passing Crail all day last Thursday and
I have had my first for the season flying over my house that evening, their “onk-onk-wink-wink” calls ushering in the autumn.

Stall Holder Event 28 Sept.

North East Fife CLD Team has decided to do another stall holder event at Waid to promote services & information for young
people. This will be a great opportunity to get information out/sign up people for October Holiday events/projects.
It is also a great way to get out information about relevant issues for young people and information about services for young
people.
It will run over lunch time in the food hall. It is good idea to sign in about 12.30pm and set up before the bell goes. Lunch is
about 50 minutes. The school will also promote this event.
Please let Tessa know if you would like to come along and participate on the 28th September.
Contact: Tessa Sim, Community Education Worker, NEF CLD Team, Cupar County Buildings, St Catherine Street, Cupar,
KY15 4TA E-mail: Tessa.Sim@fife.gov.uk Mobile: 07713088506 Office: 03451 55 55 55 VoIP 450834

Stray Cat

There is a small tortoise-shell coloured cat that has spent much
of the last 3 months in and around the gardens on the harbour
side of Shoregate . We do not know whether she has a permanent home as she has no collar or identifying tag and is not
chipped. She seems quite healthy and we think that she is, or
has been, a domestic cat at some point as she seems comfortable
around people. We don’t know whether she’s a stray or just
wanders a lot during the day, but we are worried in case she is
unable to get back to where she should be or has become separated from somebody in, or visiting, Crail.
If anybody knows anything about her please let us know as we
want to make sure that there isn’t somebody missing her and
that she gets back home, if she has one.
Please leave a message for Peter on 07966 198160 if you can
help at all.
Thanks.
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CRAIL BADMINTON CLUB

MEETS ON TUESDAYS 7 – 10 PM IN
CRAIL COMMUNITY HALL
The new season starts on
Tuesday 25th September
New members welcome
Any queries:- Tel. Anne on 07769156003

Crail and Kingsbarns Branch RNLI

Do you know any young carers?

Coffee morning

We are the respite care officers for Disabilities Fife.Carers
that are actively looking for families to help. Please feel free
to contact us anytime by:
Phone - 01592 203993
Email - respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk
Website - YoungCarersRespite.com

10am, Saturday 22nd September
Crail Town Hall

£. 2.00, Children Free
Home baking-Raffle- Lifeboat souvenirs-Christmas Cards
and Calendars
All Welcome

Police Scotland

Honeypot Says Thanks

The East Neuk and Landward Ward
Community Team are committed to
tackling the issues that impact on
local people, including:
Drug Dealing/misuse
Anti-social behaviour
The information you provide could
prove vitally important!
Provide information anonymously
by calling 101, or Crimestoppers in confidence on 0800 555
111.
You can also contact us online, by telephone or by coming to
speak to us at your Police Station at Pipeland Road, St Andrews.
Your Community Officers are:
PS Paula Poolman
PC Gillian Tetlow (Gillian.tetlow@scotland.pnn.police.uk)
PC Lee Robb (Lee.robb@scotland.pnn.police.uk)

The Honeypot Guest House & Tearoom closed its café doors
for the summer earlier this month and the owners Graham and
Edna would like to extend a sincere thank you to the many
residents, second home owners and day trippers who frequented the premises over the summer months.

Well over 5,000 visitors popped in to enjoy breakfast, light
bites, seafood snacks, coffee and home baking. In particular ,
the rear garden, emblazoned with its plants and flowers was
a welcome stop for many people, especially with their canine
friends.
Of course, all this would not have been possible without our
wonderful staff , Alia Linnegan and Natalia Casci , who were
a joy to be with.
Fond Memories

Telephone using our Non-Emergency Number – 101

Thank you to everyone who dropped by.

Follow us on Facebook at Police Scotland Fife
Follow us on Twitter@Northfifepol

Graham and Edna

Crail Table Tennis Club

Crail Table Tennis Club are pleased to announce the start date
for the new season, the big ping off will commence on Tuesday
25th September in Crail Community Hall at 19.00, everybody
is welcome.
Its a fun affair with some serious play and banter, the cost per
session is only £3.00 and that includes free membership for
the season which lasts throughout the winter months.
We play over three tables and there is rarely time to sit down,
so if you are looking for things to do as the summer months
drop off why not pop down and join us.
Community Hall ( Side Entrance )
19.00pm Tuesday 25th September
All welcome
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RBS Community Liaison

RBS Community Liaison staff will conduct drop in sessions each Tuesday from 1000 to 1200 in Anstruther Lower Town Hall.
Anyone with questions or concerns is welcome to attend.







8th to 19th October 2018

We are offering fun activities over the October Holiday with
something to suit everyone, at the fantastic price of

£20.00 per week
Musical Theatre - Mon 8th to Thur 11th October - 1 to 3pm
For 5 to 12 years
Pottery - Mon 8th to Fri 12th October - 1 to 3pm
7 to 12 years
3 Days of Baking - Mon 15, Wed 17 & Fri 19 October - 1 to 3pm
7 to 12 years


dŽƐĞĐƵƌĞĂƉůĂĐĞƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĂďŽŽŬŝŶŐĨŽƌŵ͕ĂŶĚƉĂǇŝŶĨƵůů͕ĂƐƉůĂĐĞƐĂƌĞůŝŵŝƚĞĚ͘
WĂǇŵĞŶƚƐƚŽďĞŵĂĚĞĂƚtĂŝĚŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇhƐĞZĞĐĞƉƚŝŽŶ
DŽŶĚĂǇƚŽ&ƌŝĚĂǇʹϱ͘ϰϱƉŵƚŽϵƉŵ



tĂŝĚĐĂĚĞŵǇŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇhƐĞ^ƚŶĚƌĞǁƐZŽĂĚ͕E^dZhd,Z͕<zϭϬϯ,
dĞů͗Ϭϭϯϯϰϲϱϵϯϱϱ
ĞŵĂŝů͗ǁǁǁ͘ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇƵƐĞ͘ǁĂŝĚΛĨŝĨĞ͘ŐŽǀ͘ƵŬ

Ezra Mbai

This is Ezra Mbai, a former resident of Kandara Children’s Home in Kenya. Since 2008, a
number of individuals, groups and businesses in Crail have supported Ezra through his secondary school and university education and today he graduated Bachelor of Arts from the University of Nairobi. In 2014 Ezra was able to visit Crail when he represented the youth of Kenya
at a Commonwealth event during the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow and he won the hearts
of many people in the village. Not least the Sewing Group which meets in the British Legion
Hall on Monday afternoons! I know Crail is as special to Ezra as he is to us and many readers
will be pleased to see him looking so happy!

Thanks to everyone who has helped this young man to achieve what he once thought was impossible. The future is bright.
Morag McLullich
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Community Council Elections

The following 27 Community Councils in Fife failed to secure sufficient nominations to allow them to reform:

KIRKCALDY NORTH COMMUNITY COUNCIL
LARGOWARD & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
LEVEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
LOCHGELLY COMMUNITY COUNCIL
METHIL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
METHILHILL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MOONZIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
SOUTH PARKS & RIMBLETON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
STRATHKINNESS COMMUNITY COUNCIL
TEMPLEHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
WEST WEMYSS COMMUNITY COUNCIL
WINDYGATES COMMUNITY COUNCIL

AUCHMUTY & WOODSIDE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
BENNOCHY & HAYFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL
BLAIRHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
BOARHILLS & DUNINO COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CAIRNEYHILL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CARNBEE & ARNCROACH COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CARNOCK & GOWKHALL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
COALTOWN OF WEMYSS COMMUNITY COUNCIL
COLLESSIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CROMBIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
DALGETY BAY & HILLEND COMMUNITY COUNCIL
GLENWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HEADWELL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
IZATT AVENUE & NETHERTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
KIRKCALDY EAST COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Of these, 24 failed to have more than 3 nominations, with the
majority receiving no nomination.

72 Community Councils were able to reform without election (because the number of nominations fell between the minimum
and maximum number of members) and 5 Community Councils require elections because the number of nominees exceeds the
maximum number of members. 7 previously active Community Councils have failed to receive sufficient nominations to allow
them to reform. The complex nomination system resulted in a number of nominees being rejected, but this does not appear to
have affected the overall results.

Crail Parish Church of Scotland

(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)
Harvest thanksgiving will be held on Sunday 30th September.
Gifts of flowers for locals, fruit, veg, tins and dried
goods for Anstruther food bank and monetary donations
for Christian Aid. These can be handed into the church
on Saturday 29th September between 10.00- 12noon
and 2.00 – 4.00pm.
Harvest Pot Luck Supper. September 30th at 6pm in
Crail Kirk Hall.
Come and join us for a Harvest celebration with music
and poetry. Just bring a dish (savoury or sweet) to add
to the buffet and join in the celebration. Tea and coffee
will be served. Please let us know if you are able to attend.
Helen 450516 or Patricia 451571
Crail and Kingsbarns branch RNLI Coffee morning
Town hall Crail 10am Saturday 22nd September. Usual
stalls including Christmas cards and Calendars, All Welcome.
The collection at the early morning services for tear
fund amounted to £115.00. Thank you to all who took
part in these services, the worship teams, the tea makers
and the various musicians.
Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035,
Helen Armitage or email to
(intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Locum Minister: Rev Peter Neilson
(tel: 01333 310 477)

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays: St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm
Thursdays: North Marketgate, Crail – 10.20am – 10.50am

Come along

and join us!

Monday, 17 September 2018

7.30pm in the Town Hall, Crail
All Adults Welcome
£1 per night

Need more information?

Phone:

Catriona

Liz

Contact your Fife Councillor?

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or 07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96
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01333 450398

01333 450122

Crail Community Council Notes

Community Council Elections
The Community Council understand that 12 people were nominated for election to Crail Community Council;
two have subsequently withdrawn their nominations, and at the time of writing it is believed that no election
therefore will take place in Crail, the 10 nominees being deemed elected. The names of the successful candidates
will be published when available and confirmed. The current Community Council will cease to exist on the
3rd of October, and the last meeting with be on September 24th.
Visit of the Lord Lyon postponed
The proposed visit of the Lord Lyon to open the Doocot, and to proclaim the granting of the Arms to Crail Community Council
has been postponed. A revised date in April is being considered, and will be confirmed when available. A number of elements
of the visit were proving difficult to put in place, and it was felt appropriate to cancel the events. The Lord Lyon has agreed to
this postponement.
Depression
Did you know that if you text 07725 909090 when you are feeling really depressed, a crisis counsellor will text with you?
Many people don't like talking on the phone and find it difficult to open up to friends and family.
Some people would be more comfortable texting. It's a service run by Samaritans. #ItsOkNotToBeOk #mentalhealthawareness
Consultation
Crail Community Council would like to encourage everyone to participate in the forthcoming Consultation Workshops on Fife
Health & Social Care Partnership’s proposals for ‘Joining Up Care’. The Out of Hours service at St Andrews Community Hospital
is at risk and possibly, also the Minor Injuries walk in service. Local Public Meetings will be held as follows:
Tuesday, 18th September, 6.45pm – 8.30pm, The Centre, 1 Broomieknow, Leven
Thursday, 20th September, 6.45pm – 8.30pm, Waid Community Campus, Anstruther
Monday, 24th September, 6.45pm – 8.30pm, St Andrews Town Hall, Queens Gardens, St Andrews.
A questionnaire can also be completed online at: www.fifehealthandsocialcare.org/joiningupcare however, some of the questions
are unclear and it is recommended that the 20 page booklet be read before the form is attempted.

The Crail Seagull
I was visiting relatives at East Sands in St Andrews this week. Beautiful day, lots of
people around, surfing, sailing and most importantly for a seagull, eating! A lady sat on
a bench with a sandwich in a paper bag from the kiosk and laid it down for a moment. A
seagull family, mum, dad & a youngster quick as a flash grabbed the sandwich. They
showed the youngster how to rip open the bag then they enjoyed a lovely hot lunch. Disgraceful behaviour, teaching the chicks to steal food. We wouldn't behave like that in
Crail.

Well, on my way back from St Andrews the other day, I took a turn inland a bit and followed the road rather than as the crow flies (crows are not the only birds that fly in
straight lines you know). The road from St Andrews to Balmashie, just short of
Boarhills, looks lovely and smooth but the section around the new Castle Course has
not been done. It's strange that, what appears to be the worst section of road, has been
left undone - from up above, it looks like a rotten tooth! Will Fife Council ever complete the road, will it stop where it is or
will it eventually be repaired all the way to Crail? Who can tell....

Fluke Dub is anything but quiet at present, there are all kinds of aircraft buzzing overhead, I though it was Apocalypse Now
when the Chinook helicopters flew over my nest! There is also a big competition about to take place at Balcomie, lots of activity there but isn't it wonderful that a lovely wee course has attracted such a prestigious competition? The competitors will
have a great time here and the course looks splendid. They may also have the opportunity to view my nest, with prior notice
of course.
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