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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.
Holidays

Crail Matters has packed its bucket and spade, and is off on holiday for 2 weeks!!! After today, our next publication date is
10 September. To be published in that issue, we will need copy by 1200 on 7 September.
If you’ve had your holiday, the Editorial Team hope you enjoyed it, and if yours is to come ... well enjoy - and thanks for
your support over the year.
A sum of money has been found in Crail. Please phone
07787 325491 for more information.

NOTICE OF ELECTION
ELECTION OF COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS FOR
ALL
FIFE COMMUNITY COUNCILS - THURSDAY 4TH
OCTOBER 2018
Please note that a full list of community councils in Fife is
available on www.fifedirect.org.uk/CommunityCouncils

1. An election is to be held for the return of Community
Councillors in each of the Community Council Areas in Fife
with the exception of St. Andrews.

2. Nomination papers may be obtained from Fife Council
(address below) where they should also be returned, completed and subscribed in accordance with the guidance provided in the nomination pack between 9am. on Friday 17th
August 2018 and no later than 4.00pm on Thursday 6th
September 2018.

Notice of Withdrawals of nominations must be submitted to
the same address not later than 4.00 p.m. on Friday 14th
September 2018.
Gillian Prestage
Lead Officer – Electoral Services
3rd Floor, Fife House
Glenrothes
Fife KY7 5LT
Telephone – 03451 555555 ext: 442230
email – gillian.prestage@fife.gov.uk

3. If any Community Council area election is contested, ballot papers will be sent by post and will be required to be returned to the above address no later than 4.00 p.m. on
Thursday 4th October 2018.
Steve Grimmond
Returning Officer
Fife House
North Street
Glenrothes
Fife KY7 5LT
16th August 2018
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Crail Folk Club

A Singers' Night Thursday 23rd August 8pm Crail Town
Hall BYOB
After a sell out night with Forgaitherin' (apologies to those
we had to turn away) we have an opportunity for anyone to
display their singing talents or musicianship. If you just
want to listen then that's fine too. We had a varied collection of 11 singers at the last Singers' Night so will expect
nothing less this time. Always a fun night. Full details on
www.crailfolkclub.org.uk

Crail Museum and Heritage Centre

The sum of £347 was raised at our coffee morning on Saturday 11th August. Very many thanks to everyone who attended,
to all those who helped out on the day, to the home bakers
and for all the raffle prizes so kindly donated.

Local Democracy and Crail Town Hall

Editorial comment

Some readers of Crail Matters will be aware of the fuss about allocation by Fife Council of space in Crail Town Hall, and the
eventual potential disposal of the Town Hall under the Community Transfer Scheme. The majority of readers probably couldn’t
care less – and in all honesty, why should they? The population of Crail is around 1000 adults, but outside of one off events
such as Festival bookings, Community Council events such as the election meetings or the Folk Club, etc., how many people
regularly make use of the Town Hall or even go into it? 50? 100? And how many young people use it? Despite the new lift, it is
not the most accessible or attractive hall in Crail, and it’s in a relatively poor state of repair (a Fife Council survey in 2015 indicated some £105,000 needed spending then to bring it up to an acceptable state). Given its iconic and symbolic standing most
people would undoubtedly like to see it preserved and indeed flourish, but past performance suggests a reluctance to commit
time or effort towards achieving that end. That a small unrepresentative body such as the Town Hall Management Committee
should seek to take on that responsibility seems to solve the problem for everyone; it suggests a lot of effort for very little reward,
and in a sense, they should be applauded for their public-spirited response. And if so, does it matter that no-one knew about the
decisions? So why is there a problem?

The problem is not about the specifics of leasing the old library area – having some occupancy is in principle better than no occupancy. Whether the proposed use is good, bad, efficient or adequate is something to monitor and to use evidence to make a
judgement about later, but of lesser importance than how the decision was made. The reason for this lies in the way in which a
Common Good property held by Fife Council ‘for the benefit of Crail’ was leased in a private meeting to an unrepresentative
community body arguably in perpetuity (due to tacit relocation and the apparent reluctance of Fife Council to rescind leases in
favour of one community body to another) without reference to either the Community Council or the elected Fife Councillors.
This gives rise to two very fundamental questions:
1. If this property can be treated in this way, what confidence can we as a community have in the future over the stewardship
by Fife Council of other properties in the Crail Common Good Fund, or indeed the fund itself which currently stands at around
£1,000,000? Given the financial pressures Fife Council faces, it must be very tempting for officials to simply ignore the views
of the community and act in the interests not of Crail, but Fife Council.
2.
What is the point of electing councillors (Fife Councillors or Community Councillors) if they are excluded from such
major decision making? It makes a mockery of democratic processes, and puts council officials in the position of colonial administrators, making decisions ‘in the interests’ of people, rather than letting them take those decisions themselves, either through
public representatives, or through overarching community bodies such as the Crail Partnership. And of course, it raises the question – is this because we are we not to be trusted? The action of Fife Council in this instance also appears to be in direct contravention of Scottish Government
policy
Roseate
Tern and the Making Places initiative which seeks to increasingly empower communities to
make important planning decisions about the future of their towns and villages.
This is an important matter. The decision to vary the lease on the Town Hall was taken in March by Council officials without
any public consultation. This decision has now only been made public because of a direct query, rather than an announcement
by Fife Council. Fife Councillors and the Community Council were unaware of this, were not consulted and were not informed
of the logic, viability or circumstances around the decision.

This can be remedied in 2 ways. Fife Council could admit that the process whereby this decision was made is contrary to both
good practise and public interest and rescind the lease and embark on a process of consultation, or the Town Hall Management
Committee could decline the lease in the interest of community cohesion and public good and seek support for their proposals
through genuine and open public consultation. Either of these may result in the same outcome, but the fundamental principles
of openness, transparency and accountability in the stewardship of public goods would be met. Such principles are our guard
against inappropriate action and cronyism. They are also the principles on which a viable and vibrant community can build. The
positive outcomes of the Charrette process are undermined by action such as this, and in consequence we as a community are
the poorer.
Max Taylor

A Date for your Diary

The annual flu inoculations will take place at Skeith Health Centre on Monday, 1 October 2018
If you are:Aged 65 or over, or a pregnant woman, An unpaid carer of any
age, or Work in health care
You are eligible to have the seasonal flu vaccine. Contact your GP
Practice to book an appointment. The vaccination takes around
10 days to work and should protect you from the flu for another
year.
The flu vaccine is offered to all children in Scotland aged 2-5
(and not yet in school) at their GP Practice. it is offered to all pri-
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mary school children at school.
If you catch the flu, there are a number of steps you can
take to help you recover. Firstly, stay at home, get plenty
of rest and make sure that you drink enough fluid to keep
yourself hydrated. Water is best, particularly if you have
a high temperature.

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays: St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm
Thursdays: North Marketgate, Crail – 10.20am –
10.50am

WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell,

with Photographs by John Anderson
The swifts have mostly gone. From over 50 on Wednesday 8th screaming over the High Street at dusk to none the following weekend. I was in England on the Thursday and Friday after so I’m not sure which day they left, but I didn’t see any there either. It is a
fantastic synchronised departure: we really have no idea how they do it. The timing varies annually and doesn’t seem correlated
with any particular cue or weather conditions. Somehow they all decide to leave at the same time, although birds from further north
and the odd straggler will be passing through Crail for the next two weeks.
Crail is full of young willow warblers softly making their soft
“who-wheat” call from garden trees and bushes. When you see
one they are tiny, quite yellow and delicate looking. They are
Willow Warbler
learning to forage efficiently and getting to know the neighbourhood before their migration to West Africa in September. This
period spent getting to know the area around where they were
born is investment in in rapidly finding a good territory when
they return next April.
There was a slight easterly on the 12th and so conditions at Fife
Ness were good for a sea watch, despite the poor visibility
caused by the drizzle. Hundreds of gannets and quite a few fulmars were passing out of the Forth, and the more unusual
seabirds were all passing south. In an hour that morning there
were about 100 manx shearwaters, a great and arctic skua, lots
of common, arctic and sandwich terns, (with only a handful of
the arctic and common terns being juveniles), lots of kittiwakes,
a couple of puffins, a few razorbills and a juvenile (going into
first winter plumage) Mediterranean gull. August is turning into the time for Med gulls around Crail. This year they are particularly
numerous in the inner Forth, with a count of over 30 at East Wemyss. I
wonder if Mediterranean gulls come over to the Forth from the Continent
after breeding to hang about for a month or two like the sandwich terns.
On Balcomie Beach there was a flock of 35 dunlin – mostly juveniles
when they have been mostly adults up until now. There was also 10
sanderling, a couple of turnstones and a common sandpiper dashing between sandy pools on the lower rocky shore. That, the dreich weather and
a juvenile northern wheatear, also on the rocky shore, made it feel just a
little bit like autumn passage is on the way.
People are mostly negative about magpies. They are too common, too
crafty, too opportunistic. They thrive on chaos and pillage the other birds
around them. Altogether too much like us for comfort. The more successful a species, the less we seem to like it. Better a panda, barely able to reproduce without help than a fox that will exploit any opportunity we
present to them, or worse still compete with us. It’s not really fair: the
few wildlife
Mediterranean Gull
winners
Dunlin
around us
get little appreciation. Magpies are very beautiful birds: they’d be as popular as
puffins if they were endangered. They are intensely social and very
loyal to their mate and their kin, taking risks and watching out for each
other. As socially interesting as meerkats, probably more intelligent,
and they would never try to sell you insurance.
The world would be a much duller place without magpies.
Although almost all the swifts went at the end of the week before last,
a pair has remained around the High Street, chasing and screaming
around the old bank. They seem like a courting couple. I wish they were
individually recognisable so that next May I could know that it is the
same pair going into the roof of the bank, probably breeding for the
first time, but with the difficult business of getting to know each other
dealt with now, when they have plenty of time. It’s a nice swift coda to
soften the blow of their major departure.
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The gull season is nearly over. The herring gulls are still making a racket at dawn and whenever something disturbs
them (like overflying buzzards) and there are still a few young ones whining from the rooftops. But the noise is becoming less and less Magpie
by the day and most fledglings are now out of town in the fields or on the shore. Some are even
making an honest living now, looking for worms as the harvested wheat fields get ploughed, scavenging fish bits out
at sea or trying to steal food from other gulls and terns. I suppose the last one is not quite an honest living and there
are of course some Crail youngsters that are developing their chip foraging skills on the High Street. It is a risky
strategy and one by one they are getting hit by cars. The adult herring gulls that specialise in discarded rubbish and
chips are very adept at dodging cars that can only have come from long years of practice and natural ability after natural selection of the unobservant and slow reacting individuals.

Magpie

Herring Gull chasing a Sandwich Tern
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Creel Fishing

A report on the potential benefits of banning trawlers from inshore waters was commissioned by the Scottish Creel Fishermen’s Federation (SCFF) and presented to Scottish
Government Ministers in 2017. Although the Government
claims it wishes to develop inshore fishing, little progress has
been made and fishermen are becoming frustrated by the delays in the report’s implementation.
Alistair Sinclair from the SCFF said: "Time is of the essence
if we are trying to protect the marine environment and the fishermen that make their living from the inshore waters. Time is
a thing that slips whenever you are negotiating with Marine
Scotland. There's always reasons for continuing delays. We've
attended so many meetings now with no outcome, no reasonable or meaningful outcome, that our frustrations have taken
us to the end of the road. Any measure that trawls the bottom
of the seabed obviously has a damaging impact which will affect all stocks, not just shellfish."
Creel fishing claims to be a "low impact, high value" fishing
method and is better for the environment. An even more limited, half-mile ban on trawling would be beneficial to local
communities however, such a move is being resisted by other
sectors of the fishing industry. Creel fishermen say the method
of laying pots on the seabed to catch live crab & lobster means
the shellfish can be sold for more money than those caught by
trawlers but the Scottish Fishermen's Federation insists the industrial scale method of fishing is sustainable and that trawlermen would be out of business if inshore waters were closed to
them.
A
Scottish
government
spokesman said it recognised the
importance of creel fishing and
has already made provision for
the sectors. The Government is
keen to encourage the development of inshore fisheries, and
explore options for sustainable
growth. Inshore fisheries pilots were announced in June to test
a more localised approach to fisheries management and spatial
separation of creel and trawl based fishing.

NOTICE TO FISHERMEN No. 002 – 08/08/18

Inch Cape Offshore Limited (ICOL) wish to work with fishing
communities to enable the co-existence of fishing activities
and operation of the Inch Cape Offshore wind farm. In addition
to the Notices to Mariners (NTMs), ICOL intend to issue regular Notices to Fishermen (NTFs) to relevant organisations and
individual fishermen regarding the offshore site investigation
works. The NTFs will provide more detailed information to
fishermen than the NTMs.
If you would like to be added to the NTF distribution list please
email InchCapefisheries@sff.co.uk with your full name, email
address, telephone number and vessel name and port letters
and numbers (PLN).
By supplying these details, you consent to ICOL and its nominated representatives holding your contact details. Please see
the GDPR notices.
Scottish Fishermen’s Federation Services are providing Offshore Fisheries Liaison Officer (OFLO) and onshore Fishing
Industry Representatives (FIR) for the 2018 site investigation
works, however, ICOL have an ambition to identify and train
local fishermen to perform the OFLO and onshore FIR roles
on the project. These will be paid positions. The project will
be holding training events later in the year and more information will posted to the www.inchcapewind.com in coming
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weeks.
If you are interested in being considered please email InchCapefisheries@sff.co.uk
or inchcapewind@redrockpower.co.uk to register your interest.
Applicants do not need to be a member of SFF to be considered.
14-DAY LOOK AHEAD
Works are expected to follow the schedule below. Schedules
are subject to change. In the event of any query the duty
OFLO should be contacted for updates.
· Geoocean III commenced geophysical (towed) surveys on
the 19th July and will continue in the Development Area
shown in red in Plan A and Plan B. An OFLO is on board.
These works are expected to complete on or after 26th August (subject to weather). Thereafter fishing can resume in
the Development Area, noting that there will be two geotechnical vessels continuing to work in the area.
· Horizon Geobay commenced deep geotechnical works on
the 20th July and will continue in the Development Area
shown in red in Plan A and Plan B until circa 22nd October.
An OFLO is on board. This vessel will move location approximately every 24-36hours and this may include night
time moves.
· Kommandor Iona will commence shallow geotechnical
works on or after the 15th August in the Development Area
shown in red in Plan A and Plan B. This vessel will move location approximately every 4-6hours and this may include
night time moves.
Fishermen are requested to clearly mark any static gear and
confirm creel positions to the duty OFLO so that the positions of static gear can be taken into consideration during
any night time vessel movements.
NO works are planned in the export cable route prior to the
21st August. A further NTF will be issued around the 14th
August and will provide updates to the works planned in the
cable export corridor.

REQUESTS TO FISHERMEN
Fishermen are requested to:
1. During the geotechnical works the vessel will hold station
on DP and all vessels are requested to remain 500 m clear.
The vessel will be displaying the relevant RAM lights and
displays during periods of restricted manoeuvrability.
2. Avoid deploying static gear in the Development Area as
there is a high risk of gear conflicts from the 3 survey vessels
present until further notice;
3. Ensure that any deployed gear anywhere in the vicinity of
the project is clearly marked with dhan buoys (or similar)
and PLN identifier;
4. Refrain from contacting the masters of any the survey vessels;
5. Contact the duty OFLO with any queries via InchCapeOFLO@sff.co.uk or Duty Telephone 07955
820651;
6. Retain records of where gear is deployed and what it is
marked with and confirm those details to the duty OFLO so
that gear can be avoided during port calls and transits from
location to location during hours of darkness/ reduced visibility;
7. Supply your contact details to
InchCapefisheries@sff.co.uk in order to be added to the NTF
distribution list; and
8. Email InchCapefisheries@sff.co.uk to register your interest in being trained as an FIR or OFLO.

Overview of Inchcape Offshore survey plans

Crail Parish Church of Scotland

(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)

Early Morning Services: Sunday 26th August will
be our last service at 9:30am.
There will be a Harvest Supper (pot luck) on Sunday 30th September at 6.00pm in the Kirk hall.
All are invited including Kingsbarns.
The services on 26 August and 9 September will
be led by Rev Brian Oxburgh. As Peter will be in
New Jersey from 25 to 29th August at a Macedonian Ministry conference. Rev Margaret Rose is on
standby for any funerals/ bereavement visits.
Cellardyke Messy Church starts on Tuesday 28th
August and runs for 4 weeks to 18th September. It
is held in Cellardyke Church hall from 6-7pm.
Each session finishes with a family service followed by a light lunch and this will be on Sunday
23rd September at 11am in Cellardyke Church.
There's no need to let us know if anyone wants to
visit - just come along and see what we get up to.
Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa
450035, Helen Armitage or email to
(intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Interim Moderator: Rev Brian Oxburgh
Locum Minister: Rev Peter Neilson
(tel: 01333 310 477)

Honey bees can get drunk, just like humans

Have you heard of Mad Honey? It’s honey that drives you mad, some people
say.
In reality it’s a toxic honey which has light hallucinogenic effects and is made
from the nectar bees gather from some species of rhododendron. Not all rhododendron honey is toxic, as not all rhododendrons contain toxic compounds.
Yet, all species produce a type of nectar which is very attractive to bees. Bees
can also get drunk off fermented nectar, causing flying accidents. Some bees
get so drunk they don't even remember how to get home. But, it's even more
tragic for the bees that do manage to find their way back to the hive. Entomologist Errol Hassan told the
Guardian that some hives impose severe penalties for bees caught flying
under the influence – even going as far
as attacking the poor, drunken bee.
But, apparently it's legal in the bee
community to consume nicotine and
caffeine. In a 2010 University of Haifa
study, bees actually preferred nectar
that contained nicotine and caffeine
over normal nectar. Luckily for the
bees, nicotine is naturally produced by
the floral nectar of tobacco trees, while
caffeine is found in citrus.
So, if you see a bee that apparently looks drunk, leave him alone to sober up!

Contact your Fife Councillor?

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or 07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96
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Do you know
any young carers?

We are the respite care
officers for Disabilities
Fife.Carers that are actively looking for families to help. Please feel
free to contact us anytime by:
Phone - 01592 203993
Email - respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk
Website - YoungCarersRespite.com

Your Views
Matter

Joining Up Care
Consultation Workshops
Come along to one of our local consultation
workshops to find out more about how Health
and Social Care services could be improved for
you and the communities of Fife. The focus of the
workshops will be:

Senior Carers
Respite Fife

• Community Health & Wellbeing Hubs
• Out of Hours Urgent Care Redesign
• Community Hospital and Intermediate
Care Bed Redesign
Tuesday 21st August • 6.45pm – 8.30pm
City Chambers, Dunfermline

Thursday 13th September • 6.45pm – 8.30pm
Inzievar Primary School, Station Rd, Oakley

Thursday 23rd August • 6.45pm – 8.30pm
Fife Voluntary Action, East Fergus Place,
Kirkcaldy

Tuesday 18th September • 6.45pm – 8.30pm
The Centre, 1 Broomieknowe, Leven

Tuesday 28th August • 6.45pm – 8.30pm
CISWO, South Street, Glenrothes
Thursday 30th August • 6.45pm – 8.30pm
Inverkeithing High School,
10 Queen Street, Inverkeithing

Thursday 20th September • 6.45pm – 8.30pm
Waid Community Campus, Anstruther
Monday 24th September • 6.45pm – 8.30pm
St Andrews Town Hall Queen’s Gardens, St Andrews
Tuesday 25th September • 6.45pm – 8.30pm
Lochgelly Centre

Tuesday 4th September • 6.45pm – 8.30pm
County Buildings, St Catherine Street, Cupar

4 Sept
&

Wednesday 5th September • 11.15am - 1pm
City Chambers, Dunfermline
Tuesday 11th September • 11.15am - 1pm
County Buildings, St Catherine Street, Cupar
Wednesday 12th September • 11.15am - 1pm
Fife House, North St, Glenrothes
*Doors will open 30 minutes
before event starts.

13
Sept

11 Sept

24
Sept

20
Sept

28 Aug
&

12 Sept

18
Sept

25
Sept
23
Aug

21 Aug
&

5 Sept
30
Aug

For more information visit:
www.fifehealthandsocialcare.org/
joiningupcare

Fife Health & Social Care Partnership
A partnership between Fife Council and NHS Fife
www.fifehealthandsocialcare.org

Telephone Scam
We have received reports of two scams currently in circulation.
Some are fraudulent calls claiming to be a:
- Law enforcement official; e.g. National Crime
Agency/Europol/Interpol, advising you that your Broadband has been compromised, your identity has been
stolen and your PC is being used for criminal purposes;
e.g. drug trafficking/money laundering. They will ask
you to assist them by making payments that they claim
they will track to identify criminals. The callers may advise you not to disclose this information to law enforcement/bank staff.
OR
- Utility Company: e.g. Telephone/Mobile phone

Senior Carers Respite
Fife are pleased to introduce our great new
service - Senior Carers
Respite Fife.
This is for carers 60
plus. We come to you
and lend a helping
hand. At a time that’s
convenient to you. This
is a FREE service. For
more information email
Moira or Adele at
respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk or call on
01592 203993

Crail Mobile Post
Office
Service

Location - Along High
Street
Opening times:
Monday
14001600
Tuesday
14301630
Wednesday
14001600

provider, Broadband provider or Software Company, offering to "fix"
PC or Broadband problems. The callers will attempt to trick you into
divulging your banking or card credentials and provide codes from
your Card Reader, in order to access your online banking and make
fraudulent payments.
You may be asked to allow the caller to take remote control of your
PC in order to "assist" you, however this could allow the fraudster to
show you fraudulent screens.
The callers are professional and will be able to transfer you to their
"supervisor" should you request this. They sound genuine.
NEVER disclose codes from your Bank Card over the phone.
NEVER disclose the digits of your Personal Access Code (PAC).
If you have received such a call and disclosed any of your Banking
details, please contact your bank immediately.
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Join us for a day of
Family Fun and help support
Maggie’s Scotland.
Enjoy a pic-nic in the Gardens with music,
entertainment and activities for all the family.
Food and drink available onsite.
Wormistoune House, Crail.
Tickets from £10.00, on Sale from Eventbrite.

Everyone’s home for cancer care

Charity Number: SC024414

The Crail Seagull

The other day, I was out and about very early, it must have been around 3.30am (the early bird catches the worm
and all that) and you’ll never believe what I saw just up the road from Fluke Dub: a young person on a skateboard! I know, I
couldn’t believe my eyes! Then, when I flew down to the harbour to see if any kind souls
had left any titbits lying around, guess what I saw there: another young person in a party
dress and bare feet just standing on the slipway. What on earth is going on in and around
Crail that I don’t know about? I can’t believe my eyes, should I go to Specsavers? I wonder
if they do reduced rates….

I think the shops in Crail must all have closed, home delivery vans from far and wide can
be seen making deliveries to the many holiday homes but I hadn’t realised that Waitrose
vans have reached the East Neuk. I wonder if the leavings will be any better than Tesco’s?
You already know how fast I can fly but I’ll need to try an upside down mode to see this
sign. It’s not the only one around that’s falling over, the posts seem to be rusting away. Fife
Council must be very strapped for cash, poor souls.

RBS Community Liaison

RBS Community Liaison staff will conduct drop in sessions each Tuesday from 1000 to 1200 in Anstruther Lower Town Hall.
Anyone with questions or concerns is welcome to attend.

Crail Community Council Notes

The next meeting is on 27 August at 7.15pm in the Town Hall.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2018: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max
Taylor, John Wilson
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