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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.

Save our Local GP Out of
Hours Service

Fife Health & Social Care Partnership intend to close our
local St Andrews GP Out of Hours and Minor Injuries service
completely and this was confirmed at the meeting on Thursday 20th September. Currently keeping St Andrews open is
not an option for any of their proposals.

The meeting, which was supposed to include workshops on
the general redesign of community hospitals and intermediate
bed care, was derailed by residents’ fury that the consultation
document omitted the possibility of keeping the St Andrews
service and had ignored public pleas to include it as an option. They called the consultation a sham and accused the
Partnership of a done deal. These feeling were replicated at
a similar meeting in St Andrews.
Are you aware that at present our local GP out of hours service at St Andrews is only open till midnight?? From midnight - 8am we must travel to Kirkcaldy for our care,
negotiating the rural roads, darkness, and it’s coming into
winter, we don't need to tell you what the roads are like!!!

Fife Health & Social Care Partnership will tell you there is a
shortage of GPs to cover this service and therefore it is not
viable. However, four local GPs were also highly critical of
the Partnership. They said they had not been consulted and
claimed that the Partnership’s reason for closing the out-ofhours service - a lack of staff which made it unsafe - was not
accurate, as they were willing to volunteer. They stressed that
the closure represented a cut in primary care which would
burden other healthcare providers, such as the ambulance service, and would be less safe for patients. The staffing crisis
is in West Fife, but to compensate, Fife Health & Social Care
Partnership want all staff to work out of the Victoria in Kirkcaldy and/or Queen Margaret in Dunfermline.

Is this fair to the people of North East Fife??? We need to
work together as a community to try to reinstate and save our
local service.

A community action group has been formed in the East Neuk
who are hoping to get local residents to voice their objection
on a postcards that we will send en masse to Fife Health &

Social Care Partnership at the end of the consultation on 8th
October.

East Neuk Fife councillors Linda Holt, John Docherty and
Bill Porteous have now called for a special meeting of North
East Fife Area Committee specifically to discuss the issue
and have asked that partnership director Michael Kellet be
invited. In a joint statement, the three said it is clear there is
an enormous amount of public concern. They claimed local
GPs had not been timeously involved in the consultation process and added: “North East Fife, specifically the East Neuk,
suffers the worst transport connections in Fife and contains
the highest proportion of elderly residents in Fife – the highest number of over-85s in the whole of Scotland.
“We do not feel these facts have been taken proper account
of by the health and social care partnership.”

What we ask of you now is to get everyone you know to fill
in a postcard which are in local shops, Skeith Health Centre
and available from Heather Aird. If you attend a toddler’s
group, coffee morning, church group, sports club, choir or
any other community group please get in touch with me so I
can give you postcards to fill in. This initiative has the full
support of Crail Community Council who at its meeting of
24 Sept. expressed outrage at the discriminatory way these
changes have been implemented.
There is a table secured at the Co-op in Anstruther for week
beginning 1st October. Heather Aird is looking for names of
people who would be happy to man the table for a couple of
hours encouraging people to complete a postcard, so please
get in touch if you would be willing to help. A copy of the
postcard can be found on the last page of Crail Matters if you take the print version, please detach it and take the
completed form to Findlay’s. If you take the digital issue,
please print it, complete it and take it to Findlay’s.
A consultation on this can be found at www.fifehealthandsocialcare.org/joiningupcare/

For further information, contact Heather Aird on
07769295158.

£10.00 was found on Saturday around 10am outside of the Premier store. If you have misplaced money on Saturday ....
please contact 01333450282.
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Commemoration of the Centenary of the ending of the First World War

Remembrance Sunday (11 November) this year marks the centenary of the ending of
the First World War, and Crail will participate in this national act of remembrance in a
number of ways. The Service of Remembrance will be larger than usual (details to follow) and will particularly commemorate the 44 men from Crail who died during the
First World War. Crail Matters will fully participate in this process through, amongst
other things, printing each week details of those who died, starting next week.

The details of those members of our community who died are available in a superb booklet available from the Museum - ‘In Commemoration of the men of Crail who died in
the Great War 1914-1919’. This booklet was published by the Crail History Group in
2013.

Professor Chris Smout in his foreward to the book notes that overwhelmingly, those
who died were rank and file soldiers - only 3 Officers appear amongst those who died.
Despite Crail’s proud maritime history and associations, only 4 men died in Naval Service. ‘Apart from a law student, every one whose peacetime occupation is given was
working class (gardener, ploughman, labourer, clerk, tailor, etc.).Their parents were mostly the same; thirteen of the thirtyfive
known were fishermen, ten more were agricultural workers, and most of the rest were tradesmen, though a solicitor, a jute merchant, Crail Station Master and staff, and a master mariner also lost sons’. Thirty-two died in France and Flanders, and others
are commemorated in Beirut, Basra, the Persian Gulf, Gallipoli, or were lost at sea. The average age of those killed was twentyfive, the oldest was thirty-eight and the youngest seventeen, with another eight who died in their teens.

Senior Carers Respite Fife

Senior Carers Respite Fife are pleased to introduce our great new service - Senior Carers Respite Fife.
This is for carers 60 plus. We come to you
and lend a helping hand. At a time that’s
convenient to you. This is a FREE service.
For more information email Moira or Adele
at respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk or call on
01592 203993

Scottish Country Dancing
Crail Town Hall
Wednesday at 7:30pm
October to March

Crail British Legion

Our new session starts on Wednesday 3 October at 2.15. All welcome.

RBS Community Liaison

RBS Community Liaison staff will conduct
drop in sessions each Tuesday from 1000 to
1200 in Anstruther Lower Town Hall. Anyone
with questions or concerns is welcome to attend.

Crail and Kingsbarns Branch
RNLI

The recent coffee morning in Town hall
raised a huge total of £825.
Many thanks to everyone who attended-donated and helped.
Jenny Henderson(Chair)
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R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther – 2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail – 10.20am 10.50am

A Date for your Diary

The annual flu inoculations will take place at Skeith Health
Centre on Monday, 1 October 2018

Appointments are not required

If you are:Aged 65 or over, or a pregnant woman, an unpaid carer of any
age, or work in health care
You are eligible to have the seasonal flu vaccine. The vaccination takes around 10 days to work and should protect you
from the flu for another year.
The flu vaccine is offered to all children in Scotland aged 25 (and not yet in school) at their GP Practice. it is offered to
all primary school children at school.

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Location - Along High Street
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1430-1630
Wednesday: 1400-1600

Damage to Wall behind
the Crail War Memorial

Letters to the Editor

Grit Bins
I enclose a reply from Fife Council regarding OUR grit bins
which the residents purchased 8 years ago.
As a possible result of this short sighted policy of removing
OUR grit bins we can only hope that there will not be more
hospital casualties this winter.
Fife Council can be accused once again of being penny wise
and pound foolish!
Ronnie Webster

----- Forwarded message ----From: Bill Liddle
Subject: Missing grit bins

Good morning Mr Webster

I refer to your recent email to my colleague, Lynne Davidson,
regarding the removal of some of the grit bins in the Carr,
Felkington and Lamont Terrace area of Crail. You have requested that these be returned.

We are currently removing a number of the grit bins across
Fife as part of a winter service policy review which was
agreed by the Economy Tourism, Strategic Planning and
Transportation committee in May.

As part of the review, we assessed the existing supply of grit
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On Sunday evening, a car
is understood to have entered the Kirk grounds,
and hit a coping stone. The
incident has been reported
to Police Scotland.

bins with a view to reducing the number to a more sustainable
level given our limited resources. We have started to remove
bins from primary and secondary gritting routes, from places
where there are a lot of bins serving a small area and particularly those where we’ve seen low demand. We’ve also consulted with local councillors about particular issues or
hotspots in their area and taken their feedback into account.

With respect to your own particular area two have been removed (o/s 2 Carr and o/s 25 Lamont) with 2 remaining (o/s
2 Felkington and o/s 16 Carr). In retaining 2 bins, it is the
view that this will provide ample provision in the area whilst
keeping to our policy and the need to show consistency
across Fife.

I am not aware of any agreement in Crail or indeed anywhere
else in Fife which allows residents to purchase grit bins. The
streets in the area are maintained by Fife Council and as such
it would be ourselves who provide the grit bins and refill
them at our expense.
I accept that this reply will not be to appreciated by yourself
but hopefully you will understand the reasons for this decision being made.
Regards
Bill Liddle
Service Manager - Maintenance Operations

WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell,

with Photographs by John Anderson

I don’t go up to Carnbee Reservoir – beside Kellie Law – often enough, especially considering it is the only lake on my Crail patch. I was hoping for
some ducks on the 22nd, like pintail or gadwall, but it was just teal (about
50) and mallards (about 15). There were a lot of little grebes. They can be
elusive in the winter but that day there were about 20. They have obviously
had a good breeding season. The water level was very low after the hot summer but that means exposed mud for waders along the edge. This is hard to
see from the road so I walked all the way round the reservoir. I was rewarded
with a ruff flying up. There were a few
Ruff
passing through Fife in the week before
last and John had one at Fife Ness
Little Grebe
briefly on the 20th. Ruff are fond of all
habitats from ploughed fields, to lakes,
to beaches and estuaries, and rocky shores – and in Africa they like rice paddies.

I sea watched from Fife Ness on the afternoon
Arctic Skua with Kittiwake
of the 22nd hopeful that the strong winds might
have brought some grey phalaropes our way. It
was more interesting than the previous couple
of weeks. Great visibility so I could see large flocks of hundreds of kittiwakes out at
about 4 kilometres through my telescope. Each flock – and there were about seven I
could see – seemed to have one or two, and occasionally three arctic skuas with them.
Whole flocks would fly up from the sea and then I could usually see a skua chasing
one of the kittiwakes and this would then be joined by another for a frenzied tail
chase for a few seconds before the skua(s) descended back to the sea and disappeared
from sight, followed by the kittiwakes over the next minute. This was happening
more or less constantly for the 90 minutes I was watching and there may well have been up to 20 arctic skuas out there. It was
quite exciting, although all very distant. I was sitting next to John who doesn’t use a telescope – the better to be ready with his
camera – and he barely saw any skuas. Even further out were lines and lines of pink-footed geese coming relentlessly into the
Forth and continuing on to the Lothians. At least there were a couple of knot that joined us on the rocks briefly, at closer quarters.

The westerly storms of the week before last cleared out most of the summer migrants from around Crail. On the 23rd, it wasn’t
until I got to Kilminning, after Wormiston, Balcomie and the patch at Fife Ness, that I found a couple of willow warblers and a
few swallows and a house martin flycatching in the sheltered, sunny corner that
had the spotted flycatcher the week before. The wheatears and whitethroats have
gone, and most of our swallows. From now on any further summer migrants will
only appear if we get favourable easterly or south-easterly winds, although we
should have a trickle of Scottish swallows passing for the next month regardless of
the winds. In contrast, Balcomie Beach was quite busy, with good numbers of dunlin, ringed plovers and redshanks – here now for the winter - and there were still
lots of pink-footed geese going over heading south. A flock of four Canada geese
also flew over the beach to remind me that they were the commonest goose in the
Barnacle Geese
area until the end of last week: they will be outnumbered again as the barnacle
geese arrive as well.

After a cold couple of days, the temperature was back up to 20 degrees on the afternoon of
the 26th. It was a beautiful evening, and there were at least three fields being ploughed on
my way back from St Andrews to Crail, each followed by a blizzard of gulls glowing in
the late sunshine. One of the gulls caught my eye as particularly clean and pure white as it
flew over the road in front of me just north of Kingsbarns – an adult Mediterranean gull. It
is always a thrill to see a Mediterranean gull, even if they are not the big rarity they used
to be 30 years ago.

I walked out to Caiplie Caves on the morning of the 27th looking for a black redstart that
has been seen there for the last week or so. It was grey and blustery and I know how difficult
it can be to find a black redstart in such conditions. They tend to forage under the big rocks
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Mediterranean Gull

Pomarine Skua

of the rocky shore and don’t fly about much. On a sunny still day they sit up on more
obvious perches. So perhaps not surprisingly I didn’t find it. There were a lot of other
small birds foraging among the rocks though: passage meadow pipits and a couple
of wheatears, and resident rock pipits, linnets and starlings. A flock of barnacle geese
flew by, struggling against the westerly wind. A few flocks were reported coming in
the day before – the first of the winter - and they should be passing Crail for the next
few days. They are distinctively black and white with pale grey upper wings, short
necks and a distinctive yapping call as they fly by. Mine on that day were silent
though, probably saving energy because of the adverse winds.

The wind went round to the north late that afternoon and almost immediately the sea
watching got better. In 50 minutes looking from my garden I saw a dark juvenile pomarine skua, a couple of little gulls, a great skua, and flocks of hundreds of kittiwakes
spread out all over the Forth. Bring on some easterly winds!

SCAM ALERT.

There have been reports of a host of scam phone calls targeting Fife at the moment, pretending to be BT Openreach. Attempts
are made to persuade a potential victim to download some software to increase broadband speeds. This software allows the
scammer to access the victim’s bank account.
The caller asks for bank details, claiming compensation will be paid but the details are used to steal money from the account
instead.
Alternatively the caller may try to persuade their victim into installing software on their computer, or ask them to perform
commands on their computer with the intention of gaining remote access to their device. They will then scour the victim’s
computer for bank details and may even use those details later in an identity theft crime.
Police have urged people to be on their guard and to keep anti-virus software up to date.

Crail Treasure Trove Find

Crail Museum and Heritage Centre is delighted to have
taken ownership of a medieval silver fede ring which was
found in Crail. The ring is quite fragile and dates from
the 13th century. Although rings of this type were often
used as marriage rings, the word fede actually comes
from the Italian phrase - "manni in fede" or hands clasped
in faith.
The design which consists of two hands clasped in friendship, love or betrothal on the bezel, that part of a ring on
which the design is displayed, dates back to Roman
times, if not before. It became prominent in the medieval
period, from the 12th century onwards and in more modern times. The hoop is decorated with a series of "s"
shapes interspersed
with punched dots.
The Museum's bid for
the ring was accepted
in March this year by
the Scottish Archaeological Finds Allocation Panel and then
passed to the Queen's
and Lord Treasurer's
Remembrancer
for
confirmation. It was
collected from the National Museum of
Scotland in July.
You can view this exciting find which is on
display in the Burgh
Room of Crail Museum and Heritage
Centre, 62-64 Marketgate, Crail, open Monday-Saturday
11am-4pm and Sundays 1.30pm-4pm until the end of October.
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PITTENWEEM COMMUNITY LIBRARY &
INFORMATION CENTRE
AUTUMN EVENING TALKS
SERIES DETAILS

OCTOBER 4
A Celebration for National Poetry Day with local poets Anna
Crowe and Paula Jennings. Coastline Community Church
Meeting Room. Doors open 7.00pm, for 7.30pm. Tickets £5.
OCTOBER 25
Human Impact on Marine Mammals in the North Sea
With Dr Kelly Macleod, Senior Marine Species Advisor
NOVEMBER 8
The Magic World of Nano Self-Assembly: Why Geometry
Matters with Dr Louis Theran, Lecturer in Mathematics
NOVEMBER 22
The Milestones and Waymarkers of Fife with local archaeologist and historian Dr Paula Martin
Pittenweem Community Library and Information Centre
Cove Wynd, Pittenweem KY10 2LE
Web: www.pittclic.org.uk
Email: library@pittclic.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pittclic/

Opening Hours: Mondays 2.00pm - 7.00pm; Wednesdays
1.30pm - 5.00pm; Fridays 9.30am - 1.00pm; Saturdays
10.00am – 1.00pm.

Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC047013

CRAIL BADMINTON CLUB

Crail Parish Church of Scotland

(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)

MEETS ON TUESDAYS 7 – 10 PM IN
CRAIL COMMUNITY HALL
The new season starts on
Tuesday 25th September
New members welcome
Any queries:- Tel. Anne on 07769156003

Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035,
Helen Armitage or email to
(intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Locum Minister: Rev Peter Neilson
(tel: 01333 310 477)

Do you know any young carers?

The Shoe box leaflets have arrived, they will be in the church
and the Kirk hall and the filled boxes should be returned to
the church before 4th November.

We are the respite care officers for Disabilities Fife.Carers that
are actively looking for families to help. Please feel free to
contact us anytime by:
Phone - 01592 203993
Email - respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk
Website - YoungCarersRespite.com

Annual Christmas Card and Gift Sale on Saturday 3rd November in the Kirk Hall 10.00am - 1.00pm

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of this congregation
will be held here on Sunday the 7th October, 2018 at the close
of public worship to consider a Proposed Linkage with Crail
with the Congregation of St Ayle and, if so resolved, to approve.

BOOK BONANZA

Sale of pre-loved books
- adult fiction, non-fiction, and children’s old and new
favourite authors
Crail Town Hall
Saturday and Sunday 6th and 7th October 2018
10am - 5pm - all day both days
Admission free
All welcome - particularly those who are not keen on books!
In aid of animal welfare charities - donations of any unwanted books of any sort welcome (preferably brought in on
the actual day of sale).

The Guild: The first meeting of the Guild will be held on
Thursday 11th October at 2.15pm in the Kirk Hall.

Holiday Cover
Peter will be on holiday from 1st -15th October during which
time The Rev Margaret Rose will provide any urgent pastoral
cover.
(01333 312838 - email MRose@churchofscotland.org.uk)

Worship on Sunday 7th October will be led by The Rev Brian
Oxburgh and on 14th October by the Crail Worship Team.

Crail Table Tennis Club

Crail Table Tennis Club are pleased to announce the start date
for the new season, the big ping off will commence on Tuesday 25th September in Crail Community Hall at 19.00, everybody is welcome.
Its a fun affair with some serious play and banter, the cost
per session is only £3.00 and that includes free membership
for the season which lasts throughout the winter months.
We play over three tables and there is rarely time to sit
down, so if you are looking for things to do as the summer
months drop off why not pop down and join us. f you would
like to know more then please call Graham at The Honeypot on 01333 450935.
Community Hall ( Side Entrance )
19.00pm Tuesday 25th September
All welcome

Come along and join us!

Monday, 1 October 2018

7.30pm in the Town Hall, Crail
All Adults Welcome
£1 per night

Contact your Fife Councillor?

No meetings for the next 2 weeks after tonight.

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Need more information?
Phone

Catriona - 01333 450398
Liz
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- 01333 450122

Crail Community Council Notes

The New Community Council
The new Community Council will form on Tuesday, 9th October with the following members:
Heather Aird, Judith Gallon-Fry, Paul Hutchison, David Jerdan, Juliet Middleton, Sarah Mills, Andrew Purves, Max Taylor, Anne Williamson and John Wilson. This meeting will be for the election
of Officers only. The next normal meeting will be on Monday 29 October at 7.15pm in the Town Hall.

Final Meeting
At the final meeting of the Community Council its Acting Chairman Professor Max Taylor thanked all the outgoing
members for their support over the past few years. He noted that the period has been difficult, and that it has sometimes been a struggle to keep the Council functioning in what at times were very adverse and difficult circumstances.
However, the Council has not only survived but grown in strength and confidence, as can be seen in the recent activity
sponsored by the Council, and in the very healthy response to the recent elections. He particularly thanked Victor
Reynolds, Eileen Wood, Gordon Miller and Valencia Sowry who have now stood down from the Council and not
sought re-election. It is important to acknowledge the service they have given to Crail and to thank them for it.
GP Out of Hours Services
The Community Council unanimously agreed to support the initiatives to protest against the closure of GP Out of
Hours Services in the East Neuk. Elsewhere in Crail Matters there is a copy of the postcard to complete - we urge
all members of the community who may feel concerned about this to make their views known. Although there seems
to be considerable resistance to changing the decisions, it is important that we as a community express ourselves on
this.
Kirk Yard Walls
The Community council have received notification of Planning submissions related to repairs and restabilizing the
Kirk Yard walls. It was generally agreed that this was a very welcome development.

The Crail Seagull

I’ve never see them before, then these cows are all over the place!! A cheerful friend from Pittenweem told
me that the cow we saw in Crail was a relative of a number of this special breed of cow that visited the Pittenweem Arts Festival in 2016 and 2017. Did you know that? They seem to be an adventurous lot! Not sure I like
them.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2018: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max
Taylor, John Wilson
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If you are concerned about the loss of GP Out of Hours Services, please complete this form and either detach it from the print issue, or printing it out from the digital issue, and hand it in to Findlay,
or forward to Heather Aird.
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