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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.
Lest we forget

Photographs from the Remembrance Service at the War Memorial, Crail Kirk, 11 November
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Photographs by Peter Salkeld

WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell,

with Photographs by John Anderson
The 3rd wasn’t really a day for birding and I don’t think many people
Common Scoter
were out. The wind was just a bit too strong to find anything and even
if you did you couldn’t really enjoy it. Kilminning was almost devoid
of birds that afternoon – I had been hoping for a waxwing going over
because there has been quite a good influx along the east coast this
week. We may be in for a waxwing invasion this winter, but not quite
here yet. I tried Balcomie Beach but there was nothing apart from the
usual redshank, oystercatcher, ringed plover and a single dunlin. At
sea there was a large flock of common scoters, diving and chasing
each other. This is unusual for Balcomie – plenty of common scoters
but they are usually passing rather than down on the sea feeding like
in St Andrews Bay. I checked them for anything unusual. Sooner or
later one of the surf scoters will make it past Fife Ness. There was
also a flock of about 10 long-tailed ducks a bit closer in. I watched
them diving in synchrony. They spend so much time underwater that
if I wasn’t looking exactly at the right place at the right time, it was if
they weren’t there. A male red-breasted merganser fishing among the
rocks like the goosanders of a couple of months ago completed the
nice set of sea duck. Sea watching from Fife Ness was very quiet despite the strong southerly wind. Barely any gannets or kittiwakes last
week. A couple of purple sandpipers on the rocks and some close
guillemots were the only real highlights. I checked for the red-breasted
flycatcher in the Patch at Fife Ness from the Wednesday before but it
hadn’t been reported for a day so I wasn’t hopeful. No sign of it so I
suspect it left on the Thursday night after a three day stay with us –
about typical for a migrant this late in the year. It will have been in a
hurry to get back on track to East Africa. I cycled home feeling definitely like autumn has gone – my last summer migrant apart from the
red-breasted flycatcher was a barn swallow over the old course the
week before. Another very late bird, although my very latest Crail
swallow was one over harbour beach on December 1st!

Seaweed fly festival at Roome Bay last week

The cold spell finished the weekend before last and temperatures went
up to 14 degrees both on the Saturday and the Sunday – a ten degrees
difference from the weekend before. In the more sheltered part of
Roome Bay it was a few degrees warmer still in the afternoon sun.
On the 4th there was a mass emergence of seaweed flies as a consequence and they were also washed out with the high tide. The cliff
end of Roome Bay was a mass of birds taking advantage. Mostly
black-headed gulls swimming just on or behind the breaking surf,
picking the flies or the maggots from the surface, occasionally all taking flight as a big wave broke over them. On the shore the Crail redshanks were all picking through the washed-up seaweed. About 30 of
them with three of my colour-ringed birds (probably the only survivors now) among them. There were about 15 turnstones, a lot of
rock pipits and some pied wagtails also joining in on the beach. I
watched one of the pied wagtails, surrounded by a blizzard of flies,
just picking them out of the air without having to move a few steps
between swallows.

It’s hard to ignore a bit of easterly wind, even this late in the season. Tuesday and Wednesday last week were south-easterly and
there were rain showers on Wednesday night. So I was out at Kilminning in the morning and there were a few winter migrants
in. I got the snipe set. First, a jack snipe flushed from some boggy grass beside the road – a very atypical habitat for a jack snipe,
but one that probably sufficed for a tired migrant hitting Scottish shores after a long flight over the North Sea. Second, a common
snipe flushed from the stubble field by the airfield as I checked for buntings among the skylark. And third, a few woodcock,
looking huge and cumbersome as they flushed after the small and fast jack snipe. There were more in Denburn so a fair few

2

must have come in the night before. Other obvious migrants were a brambling and a flock of over 20 twite flying over. It’s hard
to tell if they were migrants too but there were also a lot of goldcrests about.
Jack Snipe

Common Snipe

Woodcock

Friends of Kingsbarns Church

Charity No. SCO 12192
CEILIDH FOR ST ANDREWS DAY
Come to dance the night away with
Billy Anderson
Saturday 24 November from 7.30 to 10pm
In Kingsbarns Memorial Hall
Tickets £10 to include interval refreshments
Raffle
BYOB
Primary school children free; under 16s £5.00
Tickets available from the Inn at Kingsbarns; Simpatica in
Kingsbarns; Kingsbarns Church Coffee Morning; (Thursday 10 - 11.30); The Smoke Fired Wholefoods Shop in
Crail or from
Elibby Spittal 07759-476655; Fiona Ramsay 07909 8958

Crail Parish Church of Scotland

(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)
Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035,
Helen Armitage or email to
(intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Locum Minister: Rev Peter Neilson
(tel: 01333 310 477)

Monday Club: 12th November in the Community Hall
2:15pm, talk is “Remembrance” by Ronald Sanford

There will be a Session meeting on Tuesday 13th November
at 7.00pm in the Kirk Hall.
Guild Christmas Coffee Morning is on Saturday 17th November from 10am in The Kirk Hall, all welcome.

We are inviting you specially to join us on Sunday 18 November at 3pm for A Time to Remember in Crail Church for
a short service, time to light a candle of remembrance and
then share some reminiscences over a cup of tea together.

Thanksgiving Potluck Fundraiser on 24th November in the
Kirk Hall from 7pm to 9:30pm. Watch here for more information.
The Christmas card and Gift sale raised £232.00 for the
Church. The Session wish to thank all we took part.

Crail Museum

Crail Museum opening dates for Christmas 2018 are as follows:
Saturday 24th November 11-4pm
Saturday December 1st and December 8th 11-4pm
January Sale - Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd 11-4pm

Crail Museum is very pleased that the painting of the Highland
Cattle by Reginald Duncan has been cleaned and repaired and
is once again hanging in the Town Hall. The cost was partly
covered by a grant from the Ribbonfield Trust for which the
Trustees are most grateful.

PITTENWEEM COMMUNITY
LIBRARY &
INFORMATION CENTRE
AUTUMN EVENING TALKS
SERIES DETAILS

NOVEMBER 22
The Milestones and Waymarkers of Fife with local archaeologist and historian Dr Paula Martin
Pittenweem Community Library and Information Centre
Cove Wynd, Pittenweem KY10 2LE
Web: www.pittclic.org.uk
Email: library@pittclic.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pittclic/

All talks Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
start at 7.30 with doors open at 7pm. £5 entrance: tickets are for sale in advance at the library with any remaining tickets available at the door on the night.
Opening Hours: Mondays 2.00pm - 7.00pm; Wednesdays
1.30pm - 5.00pm; Fridays 9.30am - 1.00pm; Saturdays
10.00am – 1.00pm.
Scottish Charitable Incorporated
Organisation SC047013

Crail Community Choir
Come along and join us!

Monday, 12 November 2018

7.30pm in the Town Hall, Crail
All Adults Welcome
£1 per night

Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035,
Helen Armitage or email to intimations@crailchurch.co.uk

Need more information?
Phone

Catriona - 01333 450398
Liz
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- 01333 450122

Community Council Notes - Crail Town Hall

therein provides an opportunity to look at the
longer term future of the building which is
iconic in terms of its history, location in the
middle of the town and its architecture.
Crail Community Council has no objection to
this application per se provided that appropriate measures are taken to ensure the structural integrity of the building. Specifically, evidence should
be provided from an appropriate expert that there will be no
issue related to the removal of the existing partition wall and
that a structural engineer's report be furnished if such a wall
is load bearing to ensure the upper floors are properly supported.”
It was noted at the meeting that notice has been given to the
Community Council of a possible alternative proposal for use
of the Town Hall. The Community Council will not itself
make any proposal for use of the Town Hall, and sees its role
as ensuring that there is adequate and meaningful public consultation about any proposals to ensure that any changes are
in the best interest of the community as a whole. The Community Council reiterate its agreed position of 14 April 2017,
and reported at the meeting on the Future of the Town Hall
held 17 May 2017:
As a point of principle, the Community Council feel that it
does not wish to be associated with any proposal that does
not have a meaningful and comprehensive business plan for
community representation, future income generation and
planned maintenance.

As briefly noted last week, the Community Council has received notice of a planning application lodged with Fife
Council for the lower floor of the Town Hall. In response to
public requests the following offers more information.
At the recent Community Council Meeting, the Town Hall
Management Committee advised that the proposals were to
allow the lower floor to be used for the community and the
only way to fund this was to have revenue from some form
of retail space in the plans. The plan presented is to reduce
the size of the library area and rent this out as retail space and
to increase the size of the office space for a community hub.
There appeared to be no funding in place to meet the costs
of the proposed alterations neither was there any demonstration of sustained viability. As earlier noted the Community
Council strongly objects to the lack of consultation about the
proposed changes to the Town Hall. It was noted that there
appears to be confusion as to whether a lease has actually
been granted or signed, or indeed if the Town Hall Management committee have actually submitted a planning application. However, given that an application has been received
for comment, the proposal was referred to the Community
Council Planning subgroup for a response. The following has
been submitted to Fife Council as the Planning response:
“Crail and District Community Council broadly welcomes
any application to alter the internal layout of the Town Hall
in order to help the viability of the Town Hall as an asset to
the community. The demise of the library previously sited

Denburn Dispatches

Thanks perhaps to my appeal last time, on 3rd November we had a near record turn
out of 12 volunteer “Denburn Diggers”.
Just as well because we were pretty much all employed with raking, piling and taking
away to compost the mass of leaves everywhere. For a short while, given the wind,
you can see where the paths lead and where the grass grows! I expect we’ll have it all
to do again in December.
Last month I neglected to thank Lorraine for the gift of bulbs, which along with those
that had been lifted from the Crail in Bloom tubs in spring should make for a very good
colourful display in 2019.
Sorry no photos this month but you can probably picture the piles of leaves.
So thanks once again to all volunteers. We’ll be back again on Saturday 1st December
at 10am. No gardening experience necessary! I hope we’ll see you there.

Philippa Mitchell

I am a self-employed artist who
has shown artwork in the Crail
Festival, Pittenweem Art Festival,
and with East Neuk Open Studios. I'm trying a new thing on
my own by opening my studio at
4 The Maltings, High Street
South, Crail, just between 1 and
4pm. I will have a display of
small and larger paintings, cards,
small prints and coasters for sale.
My work shows local landscapes,
harbours and birds, this time all
originals are in oils.

Scottish Country
Dancing
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Crail Town Hall
Wednesday at 7:30pm
October to March

Fund raising for SEPSIS

Fun Quiz Night Friday 23 November
Crail Legion Hall 7.30pm
£2.50 per ticket (team of 6) Tickets available at Crail Pharmacy
For SEPSIS - all proceeds and
donations will go to F.E.A.T.
(Fiona Elizabeth Agnew Trust for SEPSIS Research)
ALSO
'Gin Trail - guess the name of the gin'. This includes 100 names of gins and is £1 a guess. Clem from 'Greens' has kindly
offered to 'sell' these - there will be a sheet for customers to guess the name to win a bottle of gin.
All donations and money made will be given to the Scottish Sepsis Research Trust - F.E.A.T.

Fife Craft Association

Fife Craft Association is holding a Christmas Craft Fair in
Crail Town Hall on Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th November
2018 from 10:00am to 4pm each day. We will have a wide
range of handmade crafts to view and for sale which will offer
an opportunity to buy unique gifts for Christmas presents.
There will also be a raffle of a Hamper purchased locally
from J B Penman.

Golf Hotel

Thursday 1st November was
another award night for The
Golf Hotel as we were nominated in the Scottish
Tourism Awards category
‘Best Hotel with 20 rooms
or less’ held at the Fairmont,
hosted by Dougie Donnelly.
Our 17th century inn made
the shortlist of 4, this recognition as one of the top 4
small hotels in Scotland has
boosted the popularity of the
Golf Hotel locally and in the
golfing community. It is
quite remarkable that a small village hotel, family owned for
29 years can boast of being up there!! Credit goes to my staff
for this nomination and after our refurbishment earlier this
year, we hope we can win next year!!

Our winter hours have begun, with a slightly reduced menu.
MONDAY - FRIDAY
12 noon – 3.00pm
5.00pm - 7.00pm
SATURDAY
12 noon - 8.00pm
SUNDAY
12 noon - 7.00pm

‘Winter Special’ Piazza D’oro Coffee & Freshly made Pancakes, Butter & Jam £3.50
Served from 9am everyday

Our Festive Season menu will be served from 1st December.
We’re also doing a Boxing Day Brunch 11-4 this year and
Hogmanay Dinners 7 – 8pm. Bookings only please for the
Festive Menu and Hogmanay. New Years Day lunches will
be served 12 noon – 5pm.

Dates for Diary: Steve from Eden Mill is hosting a GIN
NIGHT on Friday 15th December. Tickets £15.00 (available
from the Hotel) include 3 Gins, Tastings, Canapes, Quiz and
Fun.
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Our annual Quiz night will be held on 2nd January 2019,
teams of four £10.00 per team. Please register your interest
with the bar staff. You can also find out all details on our
Facebook page.

The Cocoa Tree Cafe, 9 High Street, Pittenweem, KY10 2LA
Entry FREE - please come early to get a seat!

Performance starts at 7.30pm

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Contact your Fife Councillor?

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Wednesday 14 November 2018
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Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1430-1630
Wednesday: 1400-1600

nated against and not being delivered an adequate
service as they are not receiving a service in the
North East.

Crail Community Council

Crail Community Council letter of
complaint to Fife Health and Social
Care Partnership about the proposed closure of St. Andrews Out of
Hours Service

Crail Community Council are disheartened by the
proposals made by Fife Health & Social Care Partnership.

It is our view that this is not a safe provision. Crail
is a relatively isolated community with poor road
and public transport links with the south of Fife. If
residents in Crail were to need care in the middle
of the night they would be required to make a 40minute car journey provided they have transport,
otherwise there is no public transport during the
night and taxis are few and far between. Therefore,
at the least it is likely that this will increase the
number of 999 calls to ambulances. However,
medical opinion has described the proposed
changes as potentially life threatening and we believe the risk of such serious consequences to our
residents is unacceptably high. If this decision is
taken, the Fife Health and Social Care Partnership
must unequivocally and publically recognize the
risk, and be prepared to accept responsibility for
any death or serious life changing consequence.

North East Fife has the highest population of over
85’s in Scotland as well as over 8,000 students at
St Andrews University, these vulnerable groups
will not be able to access transport in the middle
of the night when winter roads are dark and dangerous.

Nor are the proposals equitable - Why should the
people in the East Neuk of Fife be left without a
service – these people all pay the same taxes and
their health, safety and wellbeing is being discriminated against because of where they live. People
in Crail strongly feel that they are being discrimi-

St Andrews Community Hospital was functioning
well and had a full staff, including our local GP’s,
to cover all shifts, however due to the lack of staff
in South Fife we lost our service, for what we were
told was 3 months and 7 months later we are still
without a service and at risk of losing Minor Injuries as well. The fact that Fife Health and Social
Care continually say no decision has yet been
made is not of any comfort to the people of North
East Fife as a decision on what ‘could’ happen, in
the form of the consultation, has been made and
that does not include the option to retain services
at St Andrews.

The consultation process aimed to hear the widest
range of voices possible however representative of
Fife Health & Social Care partnership were reluctant to take questions and refused to accept what
members of the public were saying at the meeting
in Waid Academy in September. The consultation
document was not well received by the people of
Crail due to the online nature of it and it used language that was extremely hard to understand and
interpret. It was not practical that the full 30-page
summary needed to be read in order to complete
the questionnaire.
Crail Community Council have played an active
part in the campaign to retain the service, collecting over 2000 objections. However, with no response or engagement made my Fife Health &
Social Care Partnership nor the IJB we feel that
our views are not being taken seriously.

Crail Community Council are fully supportive of
retaining full Out of Hours and Minor Injury services at St Andrews Community Hospital and
strongly object to the proposals made by Fife
Health & Social Care Partnership.

Crail Preservation Society
The application for further funds for the Doocot Preservation Project from the Crail Common Good Fund was approved at the
Fife Council North East Fife Area Committee meeting 7 November.

Recycling - Crail Primary School Bins
The Community Council have been informed that Crail Primary School bins are on a commercial contract and are paid for by
the school and are therefore not for public use.
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Rental House Wanted

We are a professional responsible couple looking for a 2+
bedroom, unfurnished house to rent in Crail or surrounding
area that accepts pets.
As landlords to our own rental house, we understand how a
property should be respected. Would love to hear from you.
07927446287.

Please join us for a
SPECTACULAR THANKSGIVING POTLUCK DINNER
in the Crail Kirk Hall on Saturday
24 November @7.00pm
Bring along a covered dish to share
with all. Bring along wine or beer or
soft drinks to go with your meal.
Donation entry (in aid of Food Bank)
Raffle held as well as a live band
All are welcome. So see you there!

Senior Carers Respite Fife

Senior Carers Respite Fife are pleased to introduce our
great new service - Senior Carers Respite Fife.
This is for carers 60 plus. We come to you and lend a helping hand. At a time that’s convenient to you. This is a
FREE service. For more information email Moira or Adele
at respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk or call on 01592 203993

Do you know any young carers?

We are the respite care officers for Disabilities Fife.Carers
that are actively looking for families to help. Please feel free
to contact us anytime by:
Phone - 01592 203993
Email - respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk
Website - YoungCarersRespite.com

CRAIL BADMINTON CLUB

MEETS ON TUESDAYS 7 – 10 PM IN
CRAIL COMMUNITY HALL
New members welcome
Any queries:- Tel. Anne on 07769156003

Crail Table Tennis Club

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

It’s a fun affair with some serious play and banter, the cost
per session is only £3.00 and that includes free membership
for the season which lasts throughout the winter months.
We play over three tables and there is rarely time to sit
down, so if you are looking for things to do as the summer
months drop off why not pop down and join us. If you
would like to know more then please call Graham at The
Honeypot on 01333 450935.
Community Hall ( Side Entrance ) 1900 Tuesday
All welcome

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther – 2.15pm
-3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail – 10.20am
10.50am

RBS Community Liaison

RBS Community Liaison staff will conduct drop in sessions
each Tuesday from 1000 to 1200 in Anstruther Lower Town
Hall. Anyone with questions or concerns is welcome to attend.

The Crail Seagull

Has anyone seen a number 95 bus of a different colour recently?
The gossipy sparrow told me that he had seen a ‘Poppy Bus’
but I’ve been loitering along St Andrews Road and even took a
swift flight via the road to St Andrews but haven’t managed to glimpse one.
What a wonderful sight this would be, it would look much better than the blue bus.

Talking about the road to St Andrews, I notice that the road between Brownhills
and the Castle Course has still not be resurfaced yet and there's no sign of this even
beginning? I wonder why Fife Council hasn’t completed this wee section or even
started on it – perhaps the gossipy sparrow may know, it’s worth asking, I suppose.
Location, Location, Location - things are looking up near Fluke Dub! The lovely
folks from Fife Coast and Countryside Trust have been really busy improving the
coastal path at Fife Ness. Instead of a muddy slope, there is now a lovely set of
stone steps for walkers to stay safe when they come to visit me.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
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