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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.
Crail Folk Club

Thursday 22nd November 2018 Crail Town Hall BYOB £7
Our guest is NORRIE MACIVER.
Enquiries and tickets 01333 450572.
Norrie "Tago" MacIver is a singer/songwriter from Carloway on the
Isle of Lewis and is currently living in Fife after many years away
from home. At the age of 15, Norrie was accepted to the National
Centre of Excellence in Traditional Music in Plockton, where he
spent 3 years learning from some of the best musicians in Scotland.
Norrie has grown up with many different styles of music including
Scottish folk/dance music and rock but it is his love for country
music that shines through in his own material. His own compositions are in a country style.

Norrie moved down to Glasgow where he was the lead singer of the
award winning band Bodega, who in 2006 won the BBC Radio 2
Young Folk Awards. This allowed the band to play at some of the
biggest festivals in the UK including Cambridge Folk Festival.
Bodega also went on to win Folk Band of the Year at the MG Alba Scot Trad Music awards in 2008.

Since arriving in Glasgow, Norrie has played and toured all over the world including America, Canada, Australia and South
Korea, as well as throughout Europe, and he also got a taste of touring at home in Scotland with the band Skerryvore. Norrie has
recorded many albums as the lead singer with both Bodega and Manran, and has also appeared as a guest singer on albums for
artists such as Daimh, Skipinnish, Rachel Walker and Julie Fowlis.

In December 2015, Norrie decided to leave Manran to focus on other projects and to have time for his solo career. In February
2016, Norrie joined Skipinnish as their new lead singer.

Now living in Glenrothes it will be nice to have a ‘Fifer’ playing in Crail on our last guest night of the year.

Golf Hotel

Our winter hours have begun, with a slightly reduced menu. We will also be serving takeaway teas, coffees and breakfast rolls every day from 8am to 12noon.
MONDAY - SUNDAY
12 noon – 8.00pm

‘Winter Special’ Piazza D’oro Coffee & Freshly made Scones, Butter & Jam £3.50
Served from 9am everyday

Our Festive Season menu will be served from 1st December. We’re also doing a Boxing Day
Brunch 11-4 this year and Hogmanay Dinners 7 – 8pm. Bookings only please for the Festive
Menu and Hogmanay. New Years Day lunches will be served 12 noon – 5pm.

Dates for Diary: Steve from Eden Mill is hosting a GIN NIGHT on Friday 15th December.
Tickets £15.00 (available from the Hotel) include 3 Gins, Tastings, Canapes, Quiz and Fun.
Our annual Quiz night will be held on 2nd January 2019, teams of four £10.00 per team.
Please register your interest with the bar staff. You can also find out all details on our Facebook page.
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell,

with Photographs by John Anderson
There was a water pipit reported from the beach just west of Pittenweem on Saturday the 11th. This would be a new bird for the
Crail list so I went out on the following Sunday morning to look for it. I didn’t find it but it was good trip out because I hardly
ever look at rock pipits properly and I had to check every single one between Pittenweem and St Monans to make sure I wasn’t overlooking the
rock pipet
bird. Rock pipits used to be considered just a subspecies of water pipit so
you can imagine they look very similar – and this is particularly so in the
winter. I have seen a few winter water pipits and they usually stand out as
greyer and whiter with cleaner, brighter patterning and neater streaking.
But it can be tricky. Some of the rock pipits that morning looked promising in the bright early morning sunlight but none really survived a closer
look through the telescope. One did have bright white outer tail feathers
as it flew up, but the joker in the pack was the occasional meadow pipit
also on the beach – they also have white outer tail feathers. I suspect I
missed it, but I’m better prepared to find my own water pipit out at Balcomie after this rock pipit master class.
As I stumped around the beach I heard a corn bunting singing from the
field edge at the top of the cliff just before the garden centre towards St
Monans. This
is a summer
territory and
not far from where lots of corn buntings now winter. Although I am
hearing corn buntings sing in the winter more often now as they increase in density, it is still an unusual sound at this time of year.

I headed back to Crail for the remembrance service. As I stood outside
the Kirk by the war memorial for the two minutes silence I listened
to the skylarks and meadow pipits calling as they flew over, the
grumpy mistle thrushes arguing over the holly berries and a robin
singing sweetly. Only a human silence. I was reminded – and it is one
meadow pipet
of the most poignant images of the First World War for me – of soldiers describing hearing nightingales, blackbirds and robins singing
from no man’s land, and watching the swallows, whinchats and
wheatears passing over in the spring. And what that contrast must have meant to those stuck in the trenches.

seal pup

The May Island is very busy at the moment with seal season – they are breeding now. The pups are very vulnerable
to storms and high tides and often get washed off the
beaches. I found one poor such victim at Pittenweem
while I was looking for the water pipit.

I was scanning out to sea at Fife Ness on the morning of
the 13th, looking through my telescope, zoomed in at the
horizon, when I picked up a female merlin chasing a skylark. They were high above the sea, the merlin tail chasing
the skylark, catching it up and then missing it as the lark
suddenly plummeted down. The merlin would dive after it, getting underneath and then the skylark would fly up again. I watched
the series of stoops for about a minute, the merlin getting closer and closer to the skylark each ascent. Then they joined, the
skylark just a dot, suddenly gone with only the merlin remaining visible. They had been moving out to sea during the chase and
the merlin was barely identifiable now it was so far out. The merlin started a steady flight back in the direction of Balcomie. I
watched it expecting it to pass close by when it regained land, but I hadn’t realised how far out it was. Five minutes later it was
still nowhere near the shore – I had picked it up several kilometres out and it gone even further out during the chase. The energy
expended during a merlin pursuit chase – especially when they chase skylarks – is legendary. Both species are endurance flyers.
I have timed some chases as lasting more than 11 minutes and this chase must have covered at least five kilometres as the crow
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flies, never mind the tortuous flight paths during those 5 kilometres of chase and
stoop. Then during the long flight back the merlin also had to twice accelerate
and climb during its flight when it was chased first by a herring gull and then a
common gull trying to unsuccessfully steal its prey. I can’t imagine that once it
got back to shore and plucked the skylark that ended up in calorie surplus.

merlin

=======================================================
in the UK, enabling a future in which trees and
Community Council Notes
people stand stronger together. Trees, woods
Remembrance Day
and forest livelihoods in the UK are facing more
It was estimated that over 200 people attended the Service at
threats today than at any time in their history,
the Crail War Memorial. Wreaths were laid by a broad range
yet are consistently undervalued and overof organisations - Scouts Scotland, Fife Council, Crail Comlooked in decision-making and practise in all
munity Council, the Lieutenancy of Fife, the British Legion
areas of society. NALC is encouraging all local councils to
Women’s Section, the Roman Catholic Community, Crail Priget involved and celebrate the positive effects trees and
mary School, 2 Private wreaths and the Royal Scots Dragoon
woodland has had on their communities. There are plenty of
Guards. The Memorial Bench presented by the Community
ways you can do this from hosting a local event to taking a
Council was unveiled by Jennie Brett. The Community
picture of your favourite tree and tweeting it to @NALC and
Council wish to formally thank all who helped prepare the
@WoodlandTrust using #TreeCharter. Crail Community
Memorial area and contributed to the occasion, and to thank
Council is a Tree Charter member.
the Kirk Elders, and the Acting Minister, Peter Neilson. Particular thanks are due to Ellie Clayton who played the pipes.
CRAIL RESIDENTS ONLY
After the Act of Remembrance at the War memorial, a service
was held in the Kirk. At the beginning of the service, the
Union flag, The British Legion Flag and the Scouts flag were
received by the Acting Minister. During the Service, the
names of the forty-four men associated with Crail who are
named on the War Memorial were read out, either by a relative, or members of Crail Scouts.
Fife After Hours Services
A recent letter from the Director of Health and Social Care,
Fife NHS, sheds new light on contingency arrangements for
patients in Fife in need of out of hours assistance. It appears
that a service agreement exists between Fife NHS and Tayside NHS such that patients in need of out of hours care in
Newburgh and Tayport are automatically offered access to
Tayside services. In addition, for the period of the overnight
contingency (ie. closure of St Andrews after hours services)
this access has been extended to St Andrews (including
Leuchars and Guardbridge). It appears, however, that Tayside
NHS often are unable to meet such calls for service by Fife
NHS because they are too busy, and such calls are then referred to NHS Fife services. That St Andrews patients are referred to Tayside acknowledges the inappropriate nature of
the proposed closure, as well as indicating that the level of
NHS service available across the region is inadequate; it also
clearly argues for the retention of St Andrews after hours service to keep safe levels of access for patients.
Tree Charter Day
November 24th has been designated as Tree Charter Day. The
National Association of Local Councils (NALC) is partnering
with the Woodland Trust, the National Union for Students
(NUS) and the Tree Council to embed the ten principles of
the Charter for Trees, Woods and People (the Tree Charter)
within communities across the UK. More than 70 organisations across the UK have joined forces to create a charter for
trees, woods and people that will guide policy and practice
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Crail Museum

Fund Raising for SEPSIS

Fun Quiz Night Friday 23 November
Crail Legion Hall 7.30pm
£2.50 per ticket (team of 6) Tickets available at Crail Pharmacy
For SEPSIS - all proceeds and
donations will go to F.E.A.T.
(Fiona Elizabeth Agnew Trust for SEPSIS Research)
ALSO
'Gin Trail - guess the name of the gin'. This includes 100
names of gins and is £1 a guess. Clem from 'Greens' has
kindly offered to 'sell' these - there will be a sheet for customers to guess the name to win a bottle of gin.

All donations and money made will be given to the Scottish
Sepsis Research Trust - F.E.A.T.
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Crail Museum opening dates for Christmas 2018 are as
follows:
Saturday 24th November 11-4pm
Saturday December 1st and December 8th 11-4pm
January Sale - Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd 11-4pm

Crail Museum is very pleased that the painting of the Highland Cattle by Reginald Duncan has been cleaned and repaired and is once again hanging in the Town Hall. The cost
was partly covered by a grant from the Ribbonfield Trust
for which the Trustees are most grateful.

Contact your Fife Councillor?

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Crail Parish Church of Scotland

(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)
Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to
Lisa 450035, Helen Armitage or email to
(intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Locum Minister: Rev Peter Neilson
(tel: 01333 310 477)

PITTENWEEM COMMUNITY
LIBRARY &
INFORMATION CENTRE
AUTUMN EVENING TALKS
SERIES DETAILS

NOVEMBER 22
The Milestones and Waymarkers of Fife with local archaeologist and historian Dr Paula Martin
Pittenweem Community Library and Information Centre
Cove Wynd, Pittenweem KY10 2LE
Web: www.pittclic.org.uk
Email: library@pittclic.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pittclic/
All talks Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
start at 7.30 with doors open at 7pm. £5 entrance: tickets are for sale in advance at the library with any remaining tickets available at the door on the night.
Opening Hours: Mondays 2.00pm - 7.00pm; Wednesdays
1.30pm - 5.00pm; Fridays 9.30am - 1.00pm; Saturdays
10.00am – 1.00pm.
Scottish Charitable Incorporated
Organisation SC047013
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We are inviting you specially to join us on
Sunday 18
November at 3pm for A Time to Remember
in Crail Church for a short service, time to
light a candle of remembrance and then
share some reminiscences over a cup of tea
together.
Monday Club: 19th November in the Community Hall from 2:15pm. Talk about “Assassination of President Garfield 1882” by
Martin Hepworth.
Chatbite is cancelled on Wednesday 21st
November, as a mark of respect and so
people can attend Marilyn Brett's funeral.
Apologies for any inconvenience. We will
be back to normal the following week.
Guild: Thursday 23rd November at
2:15pm in the Kirk Hall. Talk is about “Salvation Army” by Andrew Howe.
The Poppy Collection last Sunday amounted
to £190.00.
Crail Primary Parent Council would like to
thank everyone who supported their recent
Winter Fair by donating Bottles, Baking and
coming along on the day. They made
£1512:50, which will go towards the purchase of Playground Equipment. Thank you.
The Session would like to make a collection
for Peter Neilson, if you would like to contribute, please put it into an envelope
marked Peter Neilson and hand it to either
Diana Brown or Helen Armitage.

Crail Community Choir
Come along and join us!

Monday, 19 November 2018

7.30pm in the Town Hall, Crail
All Adults Welcome
£1 per night

Need more information?
Phone

Catriona - 01333 450398
Liz

- 01333 450122

Do you know any young carers?

We are the respite care officers for Disabilities Fife.Carers that
are actively looking for families to help. Please feel free to
contact us anytime by:
Phone - 01592 203993
Email - respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk
Website - YoungCarersRespite.com

Scottish Country
Dancing

CRAIL BADMINTON CLUB

Crail Town Hall
Wednesday at 7:30pm
October to March

MEETS ON TUESDAYS 7 – 10 PM IN
CRAIL COMMUNITY HALL
New members welcome
Any queries:- Tel. Anne on 07769156003

Senior Carers Respite Fife

Senior Carers Respite Fife are pleased to introduce our
great new service - Senior Carers Respite Fife.
This is for carers 60 plus. We come to you and lend a helping hand. At a time that’s convenient to you. This is a FREE
service. For more information email Moira or Adele at
respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk or call on 01592 203993

RBS Community Liaison

RBS Community Liaison staff will conduct drop in sessions
each Tuesday from 1000 to 1200 in Anstruther Lower Town
Hall. Anyone with questions or concerns is welcome to attend.

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther – 2.15pm
-3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail – 10.20am
10.50am
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Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1430-1630
Wednesday: 1400-1600

Fife Craft Association

Fife Craft Association is holding a Christmas Craft Fair
in Crail Town Hall on Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th
November 2018 from 10:00am to 4pm each day. We will
have a wide range of handmade crafts to view and for sale
which will offer an opportunity to buy unique gifts for
Christmas presents.
There will also be a raffle of a Hamper purchased locally from J B Penman.
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Stagecoach are making amendments to their commercial
bus network on Monday 26th November. Information
on the changes can be found the Stagecoach website:
www.stagecoachbus.com
These changes are primarily due to passenger comments
and suggestions following the changes which happened
in the summer.
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Bus Service Changes from Monday 26
November

5?I!

The main item with this change is the withdrawal of service X2 (Ferrytoll, Duloch, Amazon) which is being
withdrawn due to low passenger numbers. However to
allow for continued access between Masterton Road /
Lapwing Drive and Ferrytoll P&R, Bay Travel have
agreed to divert service 89 for the early morning and
early evening journeys .

No changes are announced to the 95 Service, but there
are some minor changes to the St Andrews-Dundee Service, St Andrews-Glenrothes and the St Andrews-Glasgow Airport service.
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Notice to Fishermen
Inch Cape Site Investigations

The Horizon Geobay is continuing to
work in the Development Area. This
section of the Site Investigation works
was originally due to be completed by
the 17th November, this schedule has
now been extended due to weather,
and the earliest finish date is now 27th
November. The survey may continue
beyond the 27th if favourable weather
conditions continue.

Crail Table Tennis Club

It’s a fun affair with some serious play and banter,
the cost per session is only £3.00 and that includes
free membership for the season which lasts throughout the winter months.
We play over three tables and there is rarely time to
sit down, so if you are looking for things to do as
the summer months drop off why not pop down
and join us. If you would like to know more then
please call
Graham at The Honeypot on 01333 450935.
Community Hall ( Side Entrance )
1900 Tuesday
All welcome
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The Crail Seagull
A Herring Gull was passing the other day and called in at Fluke Dub to see
me. We were ages catching up, as I hadn’t seen him for a while. He told me
that last year in Ullapool, a heap of creels had been built up to look like a
Christmas tree – lights and everything, I could hardly believe it! Do you
think that our local fishermen could do something similar – it would look
great to have something like this at the harbour? Would there be enough,
after all, it was 16ft high!
It was a week of visitor after visitor, one after the other. Well, it’s my own
fault for boasting about Location, Location, Location, I suppose. Anyway, a
visiting cousin told me that there have been some dreadful goings on in
Brechin where a memorial to the eight million horses and other service animals who died in the Great War had been vandalised. How sad it is that
these poor animals, which had no choice but to go to help the war effort,
have had this lovely tribute damaged.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2018: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max
Taylor, John Wilson
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