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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.
Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year to all our readers
from all at Crail Matters

The East Neuk Foodbank

CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES, at Anstruther Church
Monday 24th Dec 10am-12, bag collection and drop off
Closed Christmas Day
Thursday 27th Dec 4- 6 pm
31st Dec 10am-12 bag collection and drop off
Closed New Year's Day
Thursday 3rd 4-6 pm

Collection Points, Smoke Fired Foodshop Crail, Crail Parish Church, Crail Kirk Hall, Carol's Shop Elie, Co Op Anstruther and
Anstruther Church at the above opening times.

Christmas Greetings

John - Kisses and cuddles for Christmas. Looking forward to seeing you again
in the New Year
Pinkie
Best wishes to all residents of Crail. We look forward to meeting everyone in
the New Year at the Charrette activities
Crail Partnership Steering Committee

On behalf of everyone at Crail Primary School we would like to wish everyone
in our community a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell,

with Photographs by John Anderson
I was out checking stubble fields the weekend of the 8th and 9th, hoping to find
a Lapland or a snow bunting. Saturday it was the fields around the airfield and
Kilminning, and Sunday the fields east and north of Kingsbarns. I didn’t find
anything unusual but it was encouraging walking across the fields and putting
up lots of reed buntings, corn buntings and yellowhammers. Probably several
hundred in total across both sites, with about 50 being corn buntings. Other birds
of the stubble were hundreds of linnets, woodpigeons and tens of starlings, but
surprisingly few skylarks and meadow pipits. The big numbers last month have
moved inland. In a small patch of flooded field by Kilminning, holding a few
small pools after the rain of last week, I flushed 8 common snipe. A really good
number for Crail. At Kingsbarns there was also a big flock of herring, common
Female Reed Bunting
and black-headed gulls, rooks and jackdaws all feeding on the spilt grain among
the stubble. There was a flock of tree sparrows closer to the woods by the beach car park road, dashing out to feed in the fields
as well before retreating back to the safety of the trees as a dog walker or car went by. Stubble fields really are a great habitat for
birds in winter.
The sea from Kingsbarns was fairly quiet. Some gulls far out, dipping down like terns to feed from the water’s surface, but not
kittiwakes as in the autumn. Instead they were all black-headed gulls. There were hardly any other “serious” seabirds – no auks,
gannets or fulmars and only a couple of red-throated divers. I scanned the surf breaking on the rocky shore below the car park
and found a few purple sandpipers among the redshanks and turncring black headed gull Aberdeen
stones. It’s a reliable site for purple sandpipers but as always they
were hard to see. Perfectly camouflaged as they ducked between the
rocks and the waves.
Purple Sandpiper

I heard back from the ringer of the
other black headed gull that I saw
with a colour-ring (Yellow 2BE7) at
Saucehope on the 4th of November.
This bird was ringed as a chick in
the Forvie Nature Reserve on the
Ythan, just north of Aberdeen on
the 30th May 2016, and then seen
again as a juvenile there 25 days
later. It hasn’t been seen since so
my record confirms it is still alive and its likely wintering
site. Few breed by two years of age so this bird is likely to have its first breeding season next year and it is also likely to breed at it natal colony or nearby, like the Norwegian bird that was with it has done (that I wrote about three weeks ago). The
Aberdeen black-headed gull has only travelled 124 kilometres as the gull flies from
where it was born, but it will likely now be a Crail winter resident, with its Norwegian
friend, for many years to come, if it gets lucky.
I was back out to Kingsbarns on the morning of the 9th, and the beach and stubble
fields to the north. It’s a nice dog walk and it’s such a bird magnet at the moment.
The day before there was a hen harrier reported and of course there has been a shorteared owl seen there a few times this winter. But my run of bad luck there continues.
Just a couple of common buzzards, bird of prey wise. I did enjoy tens of curlew flying
along the coast, their lonely sounding calls matching the open sea behind them. And
a grey wagtail flushed up from my feet, as always like a shaft of sunlight against the
dark rocks. There were still not many skylarks in the stubble field, but among them
was a large lark like bunting. It didn’t call but I should think it was likely a lapland
bunting: certainly my best candidate for one this winter.
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Buzzard

Crail Parish Church of Scotland

Christmas Services

23 December

24 December
25 December
30 December

Crail Kirk
11.15 am Children’s Nativity Service
6.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols
Christmas Eve Services
8pm
Kingsbarns Candlelight Service
11.15pm Crail Carol singing and Watchnight
Service
10.am Christmas Day Family Service
Looking Back: Looking Ahead (Peter Neil
son’s last Service with us)

St John’s Pittenweem
Wednesday, 19th December 2018
7.00pm
9 Lessons and Carols at St John’s Church,
Pittenweem
Christmas Day – Come and Celebrate!
Tuesday, 25th December 2018
11.30am
Holy Communion at St John’s Church,
Pittenweem
First Sunday after Christmas
Sunday, 30th December 2018
11.30am
Holy Communion and Baptism Pittenweem

Epiphany – Come and see the Wise Men!
Sunday, 6th January 2019

Roman Catholic
Advent Rorate (Candlelit) Masses & Confessions:
This Advent we will once again have rorate Masses on the
Friday evenings at 5.30pm in St James’. These Masses are
traditionally by candle light only and have a Marian theme.
The student scholar will be doing the music for most of these
Masses. Visiting priests will also be available for confession
on 14 December. This is an excellent way to have our souls
prepared for the joy of Christmas.

Christmas Mass Times:
Monday 24 December, 6pm Carols with Vigil Mass, St
James’ , The Scores,St Andrews
11.30pm Carols with Midnight Mass, Most Holy
Trinity,Crail.
Tuesday 25 December, 10:30am St James in St Andrews.
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk

Christmas at Kingsbarns Church
Sunday 23 December 9.45am
Family service
Monday 24 December 8.00pm
Carols by candlelight service. If you can please bring your
own candle in a jar.

Useful Emergency Numbers

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231
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(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)
Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035, Helen
Armitage or email to (intimations@crailchurch.co.uk).
Locum Minister: Rev Peter Neilson(tel: 01333 310 477)

Christmas Services listed in adjacent column.

There will be a soup and sandwich after church on Sunday
30th December to say "Bon Voyage" to Rev Peter Neilson.
Anyone wishing to donate soup and sandwiches either talk
to Helen or put you name on the list in the tower.The theme
of the last Sunday of the year will be "Looking BackLooking Ahead". If you have a hymn which means a lot to
you on that theme, and you would be willing to say a few
words about why it is important to you, Peter would like to
hear from you - preferably by next Sunday 16th or 23rd at
the latest.The Session would like to make a collection for
Peter Neilson, if you would like to contribute, please put it
into an envelope marked Peter Neilson and hand it to either
Diana Brown or Helen Armitage.

Stagecoach Festive Timetables across Fife to 03
Jan 2019

If you're planning to travel with Stagecoach from Monday
24 December, please check the information below before
you travel:
Monday 24 December 2018
The normal timetables will run on all services until the
evening, with many later journeys ending early or withdrawn, as shown in the link above.
Tuesday 25 December 2018
No services will run on this day.
Wednesday 26 December 2018
Special timetables will run on certain services only, as
shown in the link above.
Thursday 27 - Friday 28 December
In Fife, a Saturday timetable will run on all routes, except
services N55 and N99 which will not run on Thursday
night/Friday morning.
The first journeys on service 747 on Thursday 27 December
will be the 0342 St Leonards to Edinburgh Airport journey
(0405 from Halbeath P&R) and the 0450 Edinburgh Airport
to Halbeath P&R journey.
Saturday 29 - Sunday 30 December
The normal timetables will run on all routes.
Due to road closures for the Edinburgh Hogmanay Street
Party, buses will only be able to stop at Queensferry Street
and the bus station in Edinburgh in the evening of Sunday
30 December. The bus stops on Princes Street won't be used
during this time.
Monday 31 December 2018
A Saturday timetable will run on all services, except services N55 and N99 which will not run. Many later journeys
will end early or be withdrawn, as shown in the link above.
Tuesday 1 January 2019
No services will run on this day.
Wednesday 2 January 2019
Special timetables will run on certain services only, as
shown in the link above.
Thursday 3 January 2019 onwards
The normal timetables (school holiday) will resume on all
routes.

Notes from the Crail Charrette

Members of the Crail Community Partnership Steering Committee are:
Bernie McConnell, Cllr Bill Porteous, Max Taylor, Heather Aird, James McCallum, Ian
Mooney, Sheila Partington, Will Cresswell, Dennis Gowans.

The Crail Community Partnership Steering Committee met on Monday 10 December. The
meeting reviewed the current position with respect to OSCR registration (which is ongoing).
The major item of discussion was a review of the next steps after the public meeting of 3 December. A series of tasks were agreed, which will include the design of the process for inclusive
consultation with the community, including developing appropriate questions; general arrangements were also considered. The
relationship between what is undertaken locally, and what 7N Architects will undertake will be clarified over the next few days.
It was agreed in principal to make a part time appointment to engage in community research and engagement over a period of
2 or 3 months funded from current or donated funds.
A provisional date for Phase 2 of the Charrette was agreed as 5 February, with an evening meeting preceding that for business
and others; the Phase 3 meeting was provisionally agreed as 16 March, similarly with an preceding evening meeting. These
dates will be confirmed and widely publicised in the New Year. A number of initiatives were discussed to engage as fully as
possible with all sections of the Crail community.

The Steering Committee also agreed that it would explore best practise available on provision of community services, both
through Fife Council resources, but also by exploring how other communities have developed effective community hubs and
voluntary support services.

Community Council Notes

The members of the Community Council wish all residents of Crail and District a very Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.

Christmas
Christmas is a time for many of us to meet family and friends, and to enjoy the warmth of hospitality and company. But not for
everyone; there are members of our community who will not share in that pleasure, and for whom Christmas is a time of magnified
loneliness. Perhaps we can all at this special time of year offer the hand of friendship and company to those of our neighbours
for whom Christmas is not so pleasurable.

Safety at Christmas
Regrettably criminals don’t take a holiday at Christmas. Make sure you safeguard your property by ensuring doors are locked;
and have a regard for your neighbours by reporting any suspicious activity to the police.
Support for inclusion of Town Hall and Harbour in the Crail Charrettte
The following letter has been sent by the Community Council to Fife Council officials.

At the meeting of Crail Community Council 26 November, it was noted that no effective public consultation has been held for
proposals to modify the tenancy arrangements or building proposals for the Town Hall, and similarly for the Harbour Master’s Office. The concerns of the Community Council about lack of consultation have already been notified to Fife Council,
and it was agreed without dissent that the proposals to modify the Harbour Master’s Office, and matters related to the Town
Hall, be referred to the Charrette Steering Committee as this body could more effectively garner public views, given that the
next scheduled Community Council meeting is January 28.

The position agreed by the Community Council on 24 April 2017 that ‘As a point of principle, the Community Council feel
that it does not wish to be associated with any proposal that does not have a meaningful and comprehensive business plan for
community representation, future income and planned maintenance’ have not been met for any of these proposals.

The Community Council hopes that Fife Council will ensure that full public consultation through the Charrette process is undertaken and completed before any activity is undertaken with respect to the Harbour Master’s Office or to the Town Hall, and
that no binding agreements are entered into until such time as the proposed changes can be evaluated in the broader context
of the Charrette process. We believe it is required of Fife Council, given its support for the Charrette process, to ensure that
the organisations involved in the Harbour Master’s Office and the Town Hall proposals fully engage with the Charrette process.
The next Community Council meeting will be at 7.15pm, Monday 28 January.

4

Scottish Country
Dancing

CRAIL BADMINTON CLUB

Crail Town Hall
Wednesday at 7:30pm
October to March

MEETS ON TUESDAYS 7 – 10 PM IN
CRAIL COMMUNITY HALL
New members welcome
Any queries:- Tel. Anne on 07769156003

RBS Community Liaison

RBS Community Liaison staff will conduct drop in sessions
each Tuesday from 1000 to 1200 in Anstruther Lower Town
Hall. Anyone with questions or concerns is welcome to attend.

Contact your Fife Councillor?

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

Do you know any young carers?

Senior Carers Respite Fife

Senior Carers Respite Fife are pleased to introduce our
great new service - Senior Carers Respite Fife.
This is for carers 60 plus. We come to you and lend a helping
hand. At a time that’s convenient to you. This is a FREE service. For more information email Moira or Adele at
respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk or call on 01592 203993

Crail Museum

Crail Museum opening dates for Christmas 2018
are as follows:

January Sale - Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd
11am-4pm

Crail Community Trust A.G.M.

The A.G.M. of Crail Community Trust will be held
on Saturday 22nd December at 10:30am in the
Town Hall.

Crail Table Tennis Club

It’s a fun affair with some serious play and banter,
the cost per session is only £3.00 and that includes
free membership for the season which lasts throughout the winter months.
We play over three tables and there is rarely time to
sit down, so if you are looking for things to do as the
summer months drop off why not pop down and join
us. If you would like to know more then please call:
Graham at The Honeypot on 01333 450935.
Community Hall ( Side Entrance )
1900 Tuesday
All welcome
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We are the respite care officers for Disabilities Fife.Carers
that are actively looking for families to help. Please feel free
to contact us anytime by:
Phone - 01592 203993
Email - respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk
Website - YoungCarersRespite.com

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Crail Community Choir

The choir welcomes all adults who enjoy singing. There is no requirement to read music and the evenings are relaxed, friendly
and informal.
The new session starts on Monday 11th February at 7.30pm in the Town Hall.

Fife Coast & Countryside Trust

Building on the success of previous years, the local community can drop off their used Christmas trees at the designated
fenced off enclosure on the grass car park on West Sands
Road, opposite the Green Jubilee Golf Sheds. The trees can
be deposited between Saturday 29 December and Friday 11
January 2019.
A volunteer event will be held on Saturday 12th January
2019, to place the donated trees in the crater in the dunes
(details to follow).

Crail Matters Christmas Publication

This is the last issue of Crail Matters before Christmas 2018.
The next issue after Christmas will be 7 January 2019.
Any copy for these issues need to be received by midday on
the preceeding Friday.
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24/12
25/12
26/12
27/12

Pharmacy opening over xmas and new year.
31/12
1/1/19
2/1/19

9-5pm
closed nhs 111 in emergency
open 12-1pm
back to normal

9-5pm
closed
pittenweem pharmacy open 9-1pm
Outwith these times nhs 111

A Christmas Word Puzzle
Crail, Dunino, Anstruther, Colinsburgh, Largoward, Leven, Lathones, Kingsbarns, Carnbee, Wormiston, Kilrenny, Cellardyke, Pittenweem, Abercrombie, Kilconquhar, Earlsferry, Elie, Stravithie, Lochty, Boarhill

ATTENTION ALL BOOKWORMS

Ruth Redfern would like to wish all bookworms all the best for the festive season and good book hunting
in 2019. At the time of going to press details of next booksale not quite firmed up however it will be
shortly after Xmas hopefully in usual place so just keep your beady eyes on the railings for notices or
accost me if you see me loitering with intent in Waterstones or lurking by the East Neuk hotel fire. To
those regular customers who were conspicuous by their absence at my last event, there will be an
amnesty and a warm welcome rather than a Reproachful Look. To those who are not bookworms, well,
we never try to convert you but we do always aim to have something amusing for you to do whilst your
family and friends browse. We hope to have Carol and Lorrain back with their fantastic craft stall so you can shop early for
NEXT Christmas, and the famous Tombola Team will be with us on the second day. Please do NOT write in to Crail Matters
saying they haven’t printed the date as they don’t know and anyway will be having a well-deserved rest.
I shall be re-reading Winter Holiday yet again but hope Santa brings you the vols of your choice!
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Remembrance

Crail Matters is putting together a collection of material
that will describe and commemorate the Remembrance
services in Crail this year. Because it was a significant
anniversary, we propose to collect together images, service details, etc. of the events in the form of a digital and
hard copy booklet, and lodge them in the Museum
Archives. We would like to invite any of our readers who
might wish to have recorded the memories they may
have of people who served in the First World War, or
have family or other stories that are relevant, to submit
them for inclusion in the final document.

Crail Hospital Car Service

It’s only when you can’t drive because you or the car
is sick, or it is too daunting to think of standing in the
cold, waiting for a return bus from the health centre or
the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that
you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail
and don’t know many people yet. That bit of help is
there and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital Car Service. It gets no funds from anywhere, though
occasional donations means no one is refused if they
genuinely can’t afford the contribution to the cost of the
journey. It relies on a small band of drivers, good
neighbours, but they are getting on a bit themselves.
Two have small operations themselves; two have relatives who need care; three have part time jobs. New
drivers are desperately needed. Once or twice a month.
More drivers would mean even fewer calls on each one.
If you feel you could offer, you can ring 450096. If
you need help it’s the same number.
Christmas Day
Hark, how all the welkin rings,
“Glory to the King of kings;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconcil’d!”

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
Universal nature say,
“Christ the Lord is born to-day!”

Christ, by highest Heaven ador’d,
Christ, the everlasting Lord:
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb!

Veil’d in flesh, the Godhead see,
Hail th’ incarnate Deity!
Pleas’d as man with men to appear,
Jesus, our Immanuel here!

The
Crail
Seagull

Look what I saw! Not a
Crail Christmas Tree, but a
Creel Christmas Tree near
to Fluke Dub. One of the
fishermen has taken the
hint. It's a lot smaller than
the one at Ullapool but it's
almost as lovely and I don't
have too far to go to see it.

Charles Wesley 1739

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2018: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max
Taylor, John Wilson
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