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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.
The Charrette Questionnaire can be found on pages 10 and 11
or go to https://crailmatters.com/charrette-questionnaire/
Crail Folk Club

The Priory Doocot

It is our one visit of the year to our old haunt the Golf Hotel,
High Street, Crail
Thursday 24th January 8pm £5
Celebrate the work of Robert Burns at our annual Burns Night
(near enough) event. We are grateful to the Golf Hotel for
hosting and providing their fine haggis, neeps and tatties (included in the admission price). Sing, play, recite or just listen.
Always a good fun show.

It was way back in 2014 that the first tentative steps were taken
to restore the Priory Doocot to its former glory. Since then
members of the Crail Preservation Society have been working
tirelessly to secure the funds and the expertise required for the
project. Locals will have been watching with great interest,the
progress over the years along with the setbacks, but we are
now at the stage where we can look forward to an official opening in May. The plan has been to make the Doocot part of the
Crail Heritage Trail along with the Kirk, the Town Hall, the
Harbour and many other historical buildings. Once the work
is completed, both inside and around the Doocot, there will
be unsupervised access for both tourists and locals.

Our first guest night of the year is a double bill on 14th February featuring the Shackleton Trio, and rising star Rachel
Carstairs.

Chef Christopher Trotter is holding a free workshop on 7th
February at Cambo Stables for businesses dealing with food
at any level.

It has been a mammoth task, the funding battles, the weather,
and all the usual problems when dealing with a difficult
restoration project. The result however will be well worth the
blood sweat and tears of the CPS, and will be a valuable addition to the attractions of the town both economically and visually. Please check the CPS website for updates:
https://crailpreservationsociety.org

The workshop is aimed at providing tools to build skills to
menu plan, source local produce, create a sense of place, and
how to share that with your customers.

We are planning some exciting fund raising events over the
course of this year and we are always delighted to welcome
new members to the Society.

If anyone would like to attend please contact John Murray,
Tourism Officer at Fife Council. email address: John.Murray-EP@fife.gov.uk

Please consult the website if you would like any more information from a committee member.
Laura Mackay

FREE WORKSHOP FOR FOOD
BUSINESSES

Crail Community Choir
There will be two rehearsals for choir members taking part in
the Fife Festival of Music on Monday 4th February. These
will be held in the Church Hall on Monday 28th January and
Sunday 3rd February, both at 7.30pm.
Anyone unable to attend on the 28th who wishes to travel on
the bus, please contact Trina (450398) or Liz (450122) as we
need to finalise numbers by then. The bus will leave Crail
Town Hall at 5pm on Monday 4th as our performance starts
at 6.30pm.
Rehearsals for the new session of the Choir will start in the
Town Hall at 7.30 on Monday 11th February. The choir welcomes all adults who enjoy singing. There is no requirement
to read music and the evenings are relaxed, friendly and informal.
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Fife Coast & Countryside has
expressed a huge thank you to
everyone who supported our
'New Dunes for Old Trees'.
More than 400 trees were donated and a team of volunteers
transferred the trees to the crater
in the dunes on Saturday 12th
January.
Golf Hotel
'January Winter Warmer'
Mince, Haggis, Neeps & Tatties
£7.00 per person

!
!

AGM
Just now, when you have a handful of cheques left in
your cheque book, we send you a new one. But from
March 2019, we'll no longer automatically send you a
replacement. You'll still be able to order a cheque book
yourself if you'd like to have one.
Why is this happening?
We're doing this because there are lots of new ways you
can bank with us. Paying people or bills with our mobile
Apps, Telephone Banking or standing orders is safe and
secure as well as being convenient. You can even pop
into a branch and use a Cash Deposit Machine. One of
our members of staff will be happy to show you how.
Better for everyone
Printing fewer cheque books means using less paper. So
by offering you alternative ways to pay, we're also helping to support the environment.
New cheque books
However, if you do still need a cheque book, you can
order one online, over the phone, at an ATM or in
branch.

Monday 28th January 2019
Crail Legion Hall at 8.00pm
Come and hear the outcomes of our
2018 Festival and discuss the future
of our, up until now, successful event.

All Welcome! We Need You!

YOUR

day
Bin collection ay
is a Wednesd

4aWed / 313

Fife Council Recycling Services
Some small changes are coming to your household recycling service to make it simpler to recycle.
Cartons - such as juice, milk and soup cartons – will
now go into your green recycling bin, rather than your
grey bin. Some plastics that are very difficult to recycle, including carrier bags, cellophane, plastic film and
wrappers will now go into your blue bin.
To help with the changes to the materials accepted in
recycling bins, a new recycling guide will be coming
through doors in early Feb. The guide will also help
Fifers make best use of recycling facilities www.fifedirect.org.uk/recycling

This only applies to Crail,
not outlying areas.

A Note from Clem at Green’s
The change jar at the till in Green’s shop has collected
£62 in the last four months which goes to Crail in
Bloom
Thank you to everyone for throwing in their change
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell,

with Photographs by John Anderson
I was returning from giving a talk to the Dundee Naturalists Society on the
night of the 8th at about half past nine when I saw a barn owl flying over the
road at Balmashie, between Fairmont and Boarhills. There is a ruined house
or farm building just by the side of the road there that I bet would make a
good nest site for a barn owl. That with seeing my last barn owl in exactly the
same location last year makes me think that this is probably a resident owl or
two. So look out for ghostly white birds crossing the road (usually about car
height which is not so good in terms of collision risk but good in terms of
them catching your headlights). Barn owls look like gulls in a headlight view
because they are so pale. When they are perched they can be less obvious unless you are checking every fence post along the way. Luckily it’s a quiet road
so you can drive safely and look for owls as well.

Barn Owl

The distribution of birds in winter is much patchier than in the summer. This was really well illustrated by a walk through Kippo
wood above Kingsbarns on the morning of the 13th. There was a flock of coal tits as I entered the wood and then absolutely
nothing except a couple of blackbirds until I reached Kenly Farm on the other side where there was a big flock of fieldfares. On
the way back through the stubble on one side, I put up just two meadow pipits and
Chaffinch
saw a couple of buzzards, but after crossing the wood again to the other side (hearing
a jay on the way) it was a different world. Hundreds of chaffinches and yellowhammers
with a sprinkling of starlings and mistle thrushes feeding in the stubble there. Everything was pretty much concentrated into one field corner by the main road, flying back
into the wood when disturbed. All the woodland birds seemed to be concentrated there
too – big tit flocks and even a flock of at least 6 treecreepers. It really is boom and
bust but makes sense. The birds congregate where there is food, where there is shelter
and where there is safety in numbers. In summer a bird’s needs are much greater (to
raise chicks) and its requirements much more specialised, not least in needing to have
a fixed nest site, so a permanent territory needs to be found and maintained. In winter,
they can be less fussy and of course
much more mobile.
Kestrels are half way to being owls. They are often most active at dawn and
dusk, taking advantage of when small mammals are most active. And of
course, they eat mice, voles and shrews. The numbers of these, particularly
voles, boom and bust (cycle) every two or three years and so like owls, kestrel
breeding success varies considerably depending on whether it is a “vole” year
or not. Kestrels can be flexible though. I have watched them chase and catch
birds like meadow pipits, looking and behaving like merlins, dropping on skylarks from a hover or a high perch, or dashing after linnet flocks after a covert
approach like a sparrowhawk. Owls pretty much always ambush perched prey
and don’t chase in flight. They are slow, surprise predators: dashing around
at night, even with spectacular eyesight is not a great idea.

Kestrel

I finally caught up with the short-eared owl at Kingsbarns last Thursday (the 16th). My mistake has been to look in the stubble
fields when it has been hunting almost entirely over the golf course. Kingsbarns Golf Course is quite well screened and you
have to walk right into the middle by the club house to get a good view over it. Once I did that I saw the owl within a couple of
minutes. I haven’t had a good view of a short-eared owl for a while. We get one or two a year in Crail – sometimes even flying
over Crail and I have it on my garden list - usually just after coming in from the
North Sea in September or October, but they don’t usually stay around. This bird has
unusually been at Kingsbarns since October and as I have written, it has proved a bit
elusive for me.
But that day it all worked out perfectly. Bright late afternoon sunshine, crisply clear
and no wind. I sat down in the middle of the course on a hummock and watched it
for 40 minutes, sometimes very close but mostly quartering the rough grass on the
other side of the course, occasionally dropping down after a vole. I could appreciate
every
detail. The general rule is that if it is an owl out in the open during daylight it
Short-eared Owl
is almost always a short-eared owl, but long-eared owls can do the same so it is always worth double checking. The trick is to see a clearly defined streaked breast
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Short-eared Owl

separated from an unstreaked belly, or see the clearly defined black wing tips,
that make it a short-eared owl. If you have a really close flyby – and I did as I
walked out through the stubble fields (followed by the owl of course now I had
already seen it on the golf course…) - then you can check whether it has yellow
(short-eared) or orange (long-eared) eyes. All owls are beautiful because of
their incredibly light flight. They barely have to flap to stay in the air with their
long wings and bodies that are mostly feathers. But most of the time you just
see them glancing through a headlight beam or as a shape in the gloaming. Not
that day though. For what it’s worth considering my track record with this owl
– try late afternoon from the top of one of the hummocks about 100 meters into
the golf course, south of the entrance just above the beach car park. It will make
your day when you see the owl.

PUBLIC NOTICE (SCOTLAND):
NOTICE OF VARIATIONS TO APPLICATION FOR NEART NA GAOITHE OFFSHORE
WIND FARM
Neart Na Gaoithe Offshore Wind Limited
Electricity Act 1989 (As Amended)
The Electricity Generating Stations (Applications For Variation Of Consent) (Scotland) Regulations 2013
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
Notice is hereby given that Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind Limited, registered under company registration SC356223 at
Atria One, 144 Morrison Street, Edinburgh, United Kingdom, EH3 8EX, has applied to the Scottish Ministers to vary the consent granted under section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 to construct and operate the Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind Farm
located approximately 15.5 km East of Fife Ness with a total area of approximately 105 km2 (central latitude and longitude
co-ordinates: 56° 16.061’ N, 2° 15.003’ W (WGS84)) consented on 3 December 2018.
The application, made under section 36C of the Electricity Act 1989, seeks to make the following variations: removal of references to transmission infrastructure (i.e. offshore substation platforms, interconnector cables and offshore export cables) from
the Description of the Development in Annex 1 and from Conditions 12 and 22 of Annex 2 and amending the reference to
maximum blade width in Annex 1 from 4.5 metres to 5.5 metres.
Information about the variation application is to be found at the following websites:
http://marine.gov.scot/ml/neart-na-gaoithe-offshore-windfarm-revised-design and www.neartnagaoithe.com/
The variation application and supporting environmental information are available for inspection, free of charge, during normal
office hours at:
St Andrews Library
Church Square
St Andrews
KY16 9NN
Any representations should be made in writing by email to: neartnagaoithe.representations@gov.scot or by post to The Scottish Government, Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB,
identifying the proposal and specifying grounds for objection or support, not later than 14th February 2019, although the Scottish Ministers may consider representations received after this date. Representations should be dated and should clearly state
the name (in block capitals) and the full return email or postal address of those making representation.
Where the Scottish Ministers decide to exercise their discretion to do so the Scottish Ministers shall cause a Public Local Inquiry (PLI) to be held.
Following receipt of all views and representations, the Scottish Ministers will determine the application for consent in one of
two ways:
•
Consent to the variation application, with or without conditions attached; or
•
Reject the variation application.
If consent is granted for the variation application, the Scottish Ministers will consider exercising their discretion to vary the
marine licence granted in respect of the offshore generating station on 3 December 2018 (Licence Number: 06677/18/0). The
variation would revise descriptions in Paragraph 2.1 of the marine licence to reflect the changes proposed by the variation application. The Scottish Ministers would consider the variation of the marine licence in terms of section 30(3)(d) of the Marine
(Scotland) Act 2010 to ensure that the marine licence and consent granted under section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (as
amended) are consistent. Any representations in relation to the proposed marine licence variation should be submitted to the
Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (“MS-LOT”) in the same manner as described as above
relative to representations in respect of the variation application and within the same timeframe.
The ‘Consent Variation Report’ can be found on the Crail Matters website (https://crailmatters.com/edf-consent-variation-report/)
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Crail’s Volunteers

Planning Applications
- Single storey extension to rear of flat, installation of replacement windows and external alterations - Lower Flat
54 High Street Crail Anstruther Fife KY10 3RB
Ref. No: 18/03338/FULL | Received date: Tue 20 Nov
2018 | Status: Application Permitted - no conditions | Case
Type: Planning Application
- Listed Building Consent for single storey extension to rear
of flat, installation of replacement windows and external
alterations - Lower Flat 54 High Street Crail Anstruther
Fife KY10 3RB
Ref. No: 18/03340/LBC | Received date: Tue 20 Nov 2018
| Status: Application Permitted - no conditions | Case Type:
Planning Application
- Installation of replacement windows - 7 Rumford Crail
Anstruther Fife KY10 3SS
Ref. No: 18/03364/FULL | Received date: Fri 23 Nov 2018
| Status: Pending Decision | Case Type: Planning Application
- Listed building consent for installation of replacement
windows - 7 Rumford Crail Anstruther Fife KY10 3SS
Ref. No: 18/03365/LBC | Received date: Fri 23 Nov 2018
| Status: Pending Decision | Case Type: Planning Application
- Single storey extension to rear of flat, installation of replacement windows and external alterations - Lower Flat
54 High Street Crail Anstruther Fife KY10 3RB
Ref. No: 18/03338/FULL | Status: Application Permitted no conditions | Case Type: Planning Application

Crail must be high on
the list of communities where volunteer
groups and individuals look after the
town’s
activities,
places and spaces so
well.
We are very lucky to
have so much green space in our wee Burgh and so many
people willing to take the time to keep them in good condition. Victoria Gardens, Denburn Wood, The Bowling
Green, The Putting Green, Beech Walk Park, our developing orchard, the coastal paths and so many plant and floral
displays throughout the year. So many it might be easy to
miss one; apologies if we have. Keeping our green spaces
gives us all the opportunity to walk through them and enjoy
them at our leisure, and will stop them ever being built on.
Crail has over 25 clubs and organisations that keep our wee
Burgh a hive of activity throughout the year. All age groups
engaged in social, craft or art activities, organised by volunteers that help our isolated community work together and
stick together. To enable all this to happen we need to look
after all our meeting places. We are lucky to have so many
but they are all getting older and will need our best efforts
to keep them open and useable.
Please participate in the Crail Charrette to make sure our
green spaces and meeting places have a long future ahead
of them.

We continue with our Charrette series of ‘Making it Happen’ illustrating what communities can do
when they organise and work together - they can make it happen!!!
Tayport Harbour Café
The Harbour Café is 8 years old! It was
opened in March 2011 and is run for the benefit of the community of Tayport by Tayport
Community Enterprises - the trading arm of
the Tayport Community Trust. It is on the Fife
Coastal Path and the Kingdom Cycle Route,
as well as being a stones throw from the harbour where dolphins are often spotted. It has been awarded with a Certificate of Excellence from Trip Advisor.
£2.8m Tayport Community Hub to be completed by summer 2019
The facility is scheduled to be open in June 2019 and will offer space for sports, arts and crafts, education and training.
The Tayport Community Trust has been working
hard on this long-term project, which will include
a cafe, an all-purpose sports hall, as well as another hall that can be used for events and fitness
groups. The idea is that the facility will be flexible to the needs of Tayport.
Initially the project started out with the aim of
building a sports facility, but since then it has
evolved to be a more holistic project to include
tourism, business, arts, crafts and much more.
As a separate, but related project, the community
hub will be flanked by a camping and caravanning site which will aim to enhance Tayport as a
tourist destination and generate revenue to support the TCT activities.
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Letter to the Editor
Sir,
I have just read Crail Matters for 14th January and was taken by Will Cresswell's thoughts on how the natural environment might
be enhanced, as part of the Charrette discussions for Crail, in particular his thoughts on temporary use of the burial area.
This is a concept I was involved with in a small rural parish in Northumberland where my husband served as incumbent for the
Church of England and where the church had been gifted a fifth of an acre in the '90's but which was unlikely to be required for
burial for a minimum of fifteen years. This land was adjacent to the churchyard and to the rear of the church. In our first year
we noted the inherited management of the area i.e. two sheep that kept some areas of grass short but which had little impact on
the clumps of thistles and other strong plants. This posed the question: "How might this land be better used and still be reasonably
easily maintained?"
Having a keen interest in the natural environment and at a time when concern was being expressed regarding the plight of bees,
I wondered if we might introduce wildflowers and this thought fortunately coincided with the owner of the sheep wishing to remove them elsewhere. The area had been consecrated so any use had to be sympathetic to this status. If the community was to
accept and play a part in any venture then getting
an input from specialists seemed appropriate and
to this end I approached the Environmental Officer
for the County as well as the local Wildlife Trust.
Both made site visits and gave advice on what
wildflowers would have grown in an area that lies
700 feet above sea level on a ridge. The piece of
land had previously been enhanced glebe land and
the grasses were robust. Wildflowers grow best in
low-nutrient ground. The advice was to put in plug
plants and so seed was sourced from Plantlife
which specialises in the promotion of native wildflowers. In the first Winter a mixed hedge was
planted along one side of the land which borders a
public footpath using whips of hawthorn, beech
and holly with a birch and a rowan at measured intervals. Snowdrops were given by people in the
community and were planted in front of the hedge.
So, what has this to do with Crail and why have I written this piece? Perhaps because of the positive benefits that such a project
can bring. In the first Autumn and in collaboration with the local primary school, the children were given oxeye daisy seed to
take home to plant and nurture and then bring back in the following Spring. Also that Autumn, and after a great deal of scarifying
of the area, the children came and scattered yellow rattle seed in measured off 'runs'. The yellow rattle is a parasitic plant that
feeds off grass roots. Over the full Spring term the school did a wonderful wildflower project involving art, essay and maths
work which was displayed for the community to visit. In turn, the Project gave the school a series of wildlife books purchased
from funding that the Project attracted from the then Landfill Tax scheme. We also planted a native apple tree in the school
grounds. While the children were nurturing their oxeye seeds, along with a few adults in the community, a variety of wildflower
seeds were planted (field scabious, red campion, lady's bedstraw, meadow sweet, lesser knapweed and purple vetch) in cell
planters and in the following early Summer these were planted out in our new wildflower 'meadow'.
And the biggest bonus? When the plants came in to bloom their profusion of colour attracted bees, butterflies and other insects
aplenty: hoverflies, red and buff-tailed bumblebees, honey bees, tortoiseshells, peacocks, large whites and red admirals etc. We
installed a noticeboard to explain the Project plus three wooden benches for people to come and sit and take in the beauty and
colour — and they did come, some to sit quietly and observe, others to eat their lunch, read a book or have a chat and take their
ease.
Then the flowers were cut down in the Autumn as part of an annual programme and the debris removed entirely so as not to
enrich the ground but care was taken with this process because there were a number of toads discovered nestling amongst the
plants. And as the hedge grew over the years it attracted birds giving them shelter and food from the insects and berries the
hedge provided while the school continued to bring parties of children to observe and write about what they saw. Even the local
nursery brought their little ones each Summer and spread a blanket on an area of grass we had kept short so they could have a
teddy bears picnic and totter along the paths amongst the wildflowers.
And now? As of last year, the area was still going strong and being managed by a small group of people because it has yet to be
required as an additional burial area for the churchyard, seventeen years after the Project was first started.
J.U. Irvine
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Scottish Country
Dancing

CRAIL BADMINTON CLUB

Crail Town Hall
Wednesday at 7:30pm
October to March

MEETS ON TUESDAYS 7 – 10 PM IN
CRAIL COMMUNITY HALL
New members welcome
Any queries:- Tel. Anne on 07769156003

RBS Community Liaison
RBS Community Liaison staff will conduct drop in sessions
each Tuesday from 1000 to 1200 in Anstruther Lower Town
Hall. Anyone with questions or concerns is welcome to attend.

Contact your Fife Councillor?
Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Crail Mobile Post Office Service
Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

Do you know any young carers?

Senior Carers Respite Fife
Senior Carers Respite Fife are pleased to introduce our
great new service - Senior Carers Respite Fife.
This is for carers 60 plus. We come to you and lend a helping
hand. At a time that’s convenient to you. This is a FREE service. For more information email Moira or Adele at
respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk or call on 01592 203993

Crail Community Choir

The choir welcomes all adults who enjoy singing. There is
no requirement to read music and the evenings are relaxed,
friendly and informal.
The new session starts on Monday 11th February at
7.30pm in the Town Hall.

Crail Table Tennis Club

It’s a fun affair with some serious play and banter, the cost
per session is only £3.00 and that includes free membership
for the season which lasts throughout the winter months.
We play over three tables and there is rarely time to sit
down, so if you are looking for things to do as the summer
months drop off why not pop down and join us. If you would
like to know more then please call:
Graham at The Honeypot on 01333 450935.
Community Hall ( Side Entrance )
1900 Tuesday
All welcome

Remembrance

Crail Matters is putting together a collection of material that
will describe and commemorate the Remembrance services
in Crail this year. Because it was a significant anniversary,
we propose to collect together images, service details, etc.
of the events in the form of a digital and hard copy booklet,
and lodge them in the Museum Archives. We would like to
invite any of our readers who might wish to have recorded
the memories they may have of people who served in the
First World War, or have family or other stories that are relevant, to submit them for inclusion in the final document.

7

We are the respite care officers for Disabilities Fife.Carers
that are actively looking for families to help. Please feel free
to contact us anytime by:
Phone - 01592 203993
Email - respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk
Website - YoungCarersRespite.com

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Useful Emergency Numbers

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Crail Hospital Car Service

It’s only when you can’t drive because you or the car is
sick, or it is too daunting to think of standing in the cold,
waiting for a return bus from the health centre or the dentist,
or you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish for a
bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and don’t know
many people yet. That bit of help is there and has been for
54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital Car Service. It gets no
funds from anywhere, though occasional donations means
no one is refused if they genuinely can’t afford the contribution to the cost of the journey. It relies on a small band
of drivers, good neighbours, but they are getting on a bit
themselves. Two have small operations themselves; two
have relatives who need care; three have part time jobs.
New drivers are desperately needed. Once or twice a month.
More drivers would mean even fewer calls on each one.
If you feel you could offer, you can ring 450096. If you
need help it’s the same number.

Community Council Notes
The next Community Council meeting will be at 7.15pm, Monday 28 January.
All members of the Crail community are welcome to attend.
Local Fife councillors will be in attendance.

Crail Parish Church of Scotland (Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)
Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035, or email (intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Session Clerk: Helen Armitage 450516
Interim Moderator: Rev Brian Oxburgh
Guild: Thursday 24th January in the Kirk Hall at 2:15pm, Burns Afternoon Tea with entertainment, open meeting with other
Guilds
There is a Joint Session meeting with the Vacancy Advisory Committee in Cellardyke Hall at 7pm 29th January.
Karail: Items for the next edition of the Karail are due by 10th February. You can email them to either lisa.aird3@btinternet.com
or heatheraird@btinternet.com. This issue will cover events up to the end of June.
Next week’s service will be taken by Crail Worship Team.

Thank You!

The Editorial Team of Crail Matters would like to express grateful thanks to everyone

who responded to our recent appeal for donations to help support the newsletter.
We have several regular donors too so our grateful thanks goes out to you all.
Without you, there would be no Crail Matters.

The Crail Seagull

I think I must have been hallucinating – I saw a Northlink Ferry sailing
past Fluke Dub the other day! The MV Hamnavoe normally sails between
Scrabster and Orkney, I wonder what it was doing around here? I hope they weren’t lost.

I was flying down to Anstruther to check out the chip situation, not many chips around in
Crail right now. I noticed 3 men in gilets jeune (yellow jackets) on the grass verge. Goodness, I thought, is this a French invasion? We don't want any French seagulls demanding frites! No, they were picking up litter
from the verge and there seemed to be plenty of it. Plastic bottles, empty cans, and a good selection of plastic bags caught up
in the hedges. The rubbish must have been thrown out of car windows! I wonder why. Fife Council are paying to clean this up.
People are very strange.
Have you noticed that new stickers have appeared on the street bins? The stickers show a man and a dog and the man dropping a poo bag into the bin, and say "This is a multi purpose bin" No excuse now for not disposing of your dog poo bags!

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2019: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max
Taylor, John Wilson
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Crail Charrette
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CRAIL CHARRETTE
QUESTIONNAIRE

Crail Charrette: Why yet another questionnaire?
Every so often there is a questionnaire circulating around Crail asking for our opinion on something or other to do with Crail.
Often enough that we all have a bit of survey fatigue. Well, we have to shake this off and do at least one more if we are get a
meaningful result from the Charrette. Ultimately our point of view – our wishes with respect to Crail – have to be backed up
with numbers. If a developer or Fife Council says to us – “yes, you need this not that” – but we can say “actually 89% of Crail
said the opposite”, then they are unlikely to win the argument. Key to this is getting the issues we identified as most important
during Stage 1 of the charrette into a much more coherent set of priorities based on numbers and a clear will of the people. And
to do this we need yet another questionnaire, and a large, representative, response from the community. So please do this one: it
really will make a difference this time.
The questionnaire is printed below. Please print it out and fill it in, then
1.
return it to one of the drop-in sessions or
2.
take a photo of each of the two pages and email it to scampyjemmy@gmail.com
The questionnaire is also available at the drop-in session and you are very welcome to come along to one and fill it out there.
Someone will be on hand to explain it if necessary.
If you want to be really efficient, then fill in the spreadsheet version available on the Crail Matters website:
https://crailmatters.com/charrette-questionnaire/ (or just google Crail Matters)
and email it back to scampyjemmy@gmail.com
Every person returning the questionnaire will be given a unique number so they are in with a chance of winning £25 at the public
meetings if their number is drawn and the person is there at the meeting to claim it.
When we have collected enough responses and views from the whole community we can then create a development plan that
reflects the community's views for Stage 3. Then we will have the authority as a community to make this plan happen, rather
than have something imposed on us from outside, without consultation.
HOW TO COMPLETE THE QUESTIONNAIRE:
Please complete the questions on the next two pages and then some details about your age, sex and how long you have lived in
Crail.
For some of the questions please give each statement a score between 1 and 5 by ticking the box where 5 represents a top positive
priority for you (i.e. you would like to see more or better, or you really like the idea) and 1 represents no priority/interest for (i.e.
you would like to see less, or you really don’t like the idea). A score of 3 means you are fairly neutral or indifferent.
The other questions ask you to allocate resources to a problem. Just split the total resources between the categories according to
your priorities. You don't need to use all of your resources - we just want to identify priorities.
If you don’t think you are well informed enough to score anything then please just leave blank
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