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The Charrette Questionnaire can be found on pages 10 and 11
or go to https://crailmatters.com/charrette-questionnaire/
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The Grieve family would like to thank everyone who attended
the memorial service for Carol last Saturday. We would also
like to thank the entire community of Crail for the love and
support shown to us during the last few weeks. It has reminded us that Crail is such a beautiful place filled with exceptionally nice people.

Are you looking for a Job?

AGM
Monday 28th January 2019
Crail Legion Hall at 8.00pm
Come and hear the outcomes of our
2018 Festival and discuss the future
of our, up until now, successful event.

All Welcome! We Need You!
Joe Shepherd
With regret we announce the death of Joe Shepherd.
From Graham and Edna, Honeypot The owners at The Honeypot wish to share their sadness with neighbours and members of the community following the death of local resident
Joe Shepherd. Joe was a true friend to us and a perfect gentleman and one whos kindness and generosity was known to
many. Goodbye Joe, rest in peace.
From The Editorial Team, Crail Matters. It is with deep regret
that we have heard of the death of Joe Shepherd. In a quiet
way, Joe was enormously generous to many people in Crail
and he will be greatly missed. He made a difference.
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Are you looking for a summer job?
The RNLI are looking for beach lifeguards for Elie beach. Every year,
hundreds of dedicated RNLI lifeguards train hard to keep you safe on
the beach. From reuniting parents with lost children and treating minor injuries to rescuing people blown offshore on inflatables, they are on-hand to make sure your summer is safe
and enjoyable.
With more than 240 beaches to patrol, we're on the hunt for
dedicated people to join the team. If you or someone you
know has what it takes to join the team, applications for this
summer’s lifesavers are open now at:
https://summerjobs.rnli.org/become-alifeguard?utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=lifeguard_r
ecruitment_2019&utm_medium=organic_video&utm_content=lifeguard_recruitment1&sf206339137=1
Mobile Library
The mobile library calls at Marketgate every 2nd Thursday.
Next date 31st Jan, the 14th Feb, 28th Feb, 14th March,
28th March, then new timetable.

SCAA Coffee Morning

To the generous people of Crail, we raised an amazing
£651.80 at our coffee morning in aid of SCAA.
Thank you to all the helpers and for all the raffle prizes,
home baking and donations handed in.
You are also kind for supporting an amazing charity.
Golf Hotel
'January Winter Warmer'
Mince, Haggis, Neeps & Tatties
£7.00 per person

We continue with our Charrette series of ‘Making it Happen’ illustrating what communities can do when
they organise and work together they can make it happen!!!

One of the ways communities can benefit from incomers is the knowledge, skills and contacts that they can bring. Crail was lucky when the
Websters, Ronald and Mary, came to live here. Tennis has been/is
Ronald’s life. A past President of the Lawn Tennis Association’s central
district, awarded MBE in 2016, he had partnered Judy Murray’s father
and allowed Judy’s two young sons to play in an older group because,
well, they showed some promise.
Crail clearly needed tennis courts to replace the aged courts and vandalised pavilion. Ronald and Jack Jarvis set about getting funding,
planning the space to allow basketball as well, and in September 2011
the multiple-use space was opened. The court’s success has been
marked. But its not just setting something up, its keeping it going that’s
hard work and Ronnie, despite ill-health, has sustained them, steadily. Visitors enjoy and comment on them, one or two hardy
souls play all through the year, and it would be easy, but mistaken to take them for granted.

Bo’ness Community Bus

Other places make it happen too. A group of people in Bo’ness were
dismayed when the direct bus service was altered in 2017 meaning
you had to change buses. A public meeting in August 2017 generated enough furious energy to start a direct bus service to Edinburgh
by the following March, 2018. They leased two 17-seater buses,
found drivers, were awarded a Section 22 permit from the Transport
Commissioner, got funding, won scheduled service recognition by
Transport Scotland, and concessionary fares apply. Now they run six
direct buses a day to Edinburgh and are looking for ways to expand.
https://bonesscommunitybus.scot/

Spring on it's way in the Denburn
Stop Press: Normally sighted at the begining of April, there
are recent unconfirmed reports of a wild haggis being seen in
Denburn Woods moving in a clockwise circular direction near
to Reynolds Bridge.
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell,

with Photographs by John Anderson
On the 19th I walked from Boarhills to Cambo, down along the
Kenly Burn and then along the coastal path before heading back
Dipper
up through the woods by the burn. It was a great walk, starting
with two dippers singing along Kenly Water. You normally never
hear dippers sing very well because they sing from rocks surrounded by rushing water, but it was exceptionally quiet. No
wind at all and a slight mist damping every distant sound. There
has barely been any rain for the last 6 weeks so the burns are all
running slowly, and stretches of the Kenly are a series of pools.
I could hear the dippers singing from a long way off as I walked
down the side of the burn. There was one bird near to Boarhills
and a second further down at the metal bridge. It’s easy to map
dipper territories because they fly away from you until they reach
the end of their territory when they suddenly change direction
and fly back and past you. I always thought there was only one
territory along the burn there, but it’s good habitat with several
areas where there are small rocky cliffs overhanging the water,
where they prefer to site their nests. Both birds were singing beside such cliffs so probably the centre of their territories and where they intend to nest. Dippers are quite early nesters, getting
going in March in lowland territories like Kenly.
I continued down to the mouth of the Kenly. It was high tide and as
I turned the corner to head towards Kingsbarns I saw a small bird
fly off the rocks, flying very low and fast with a whirring flight. I
got on to it as it landed further on – bright orange and shining blue.
A kingfisher! My first on the patch since 2015 when I had one at
Fife Ness. Kingfishers are quite happy foraging in rock pools or in
a calm sea during the winter, although they always breed on fresh
water streams, lakes or river, which is why they are scarce around
Crail. I heard the kingfisher calling a bit later as I walked down
Kingsbarns Beach, although I am glad I saw it earlier because it was
just the one whistle and I wouldn’t have been sure otherwise.

Kingfisher

I sat down to have a cup of coffee to celebrate the kingfisher. As I
did I saw a very small seal swimming between skerries, close in. I
glanced away thinking that it really was a very small seal and a bit
close in. The penny dropped and I quickly scanned with my binoculars to see an otter swimming strongly along the shore. It was brief
view, but an ottery head and the long fat tail is unmistakeable. My
second live otter on the Crail patch! It reached the rocks and then
disappeared behind them. I have only seen a live otter here once before, crossing the St Andrews Road just outside of Crail on May 5th
2016, and I found a road kill female otter in more or less the same
place in October 2013. There are otters regularly seen at St Andrews
and at Levenmouth
but they are very
elusive here. As I have written before – I think there have been otters regularly
about Crail for the last decade because that was when the very common and visible
mink which they outcompete became very hard to find. But we never see them.
Like the badgers – even though they are much, much more common than otters –
because they are strictly nocturnal you might not see one, from one year to the
next. It’s a shame, it is hard to describe the feeling of seeing a wild otter and even
in places like Shetland where this might happen often, it brings such joy to your
day. I am still smiling at the thought of such a wild, charismatic mammal swimOtter
ming past my doorstep.
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Nothing was going to top the otter, but there was a greenshank on the beach just north of Kingsbarns and I flushed my first
woodcock of the year from the woods at Cambo. It is not a very good woodcock year, this year. They seem scarce, probably because it has been so mild so they haven’t been forced to the frost free coast in any numbers this year.
The dull, misty
weather continued
to the following day
(the 20th). Balcomie
had the same stillness as Kingsbarns
the day before. The
tide was coming in
pushing the usual
crowd of redshanks,
oystercatchers and
sanderlings up to the
top of the beach. A
flock of 7 brent
geese came past
heading north. They
are more usual in
autumn on passage,
but occasionally the Eden Estuary birds wander a bit along the coast. And we had a single bird for a couple of weeks mid-winter
a few years ago feeding on the algae at the outflow of the Denburn at Roome Bay, although this was likely to have been an
injured bird as it was on its own. Fife Ness was as quiet as it ever gets
– barely anything passing except guillemots and a single red-throated
Bullfinch
diver. But the gannets and fulmars will start trickling back in a couple
of weeks.
Brent Geese

There is a flock of 6 bullfinch going around the gardens of Crail at the
moment. Bullfinches come and go in Crail – we can have several years
without them – but there seem to be a lot about this winter. I have been
hearing them all over the East Neuk, their soft whistling “who” that
they use to keep in contact is a giveaway. Despite their very bright
plumage they can be quite inconspicuous, often staying quite still – it
is only their calls that really draw attention.

Crail Charrette Drop In Centre
Crail Community Choir
There will be two rehearsals for choir members taking part in
the Fife Festival of Music on Monday 4th February. These
will be held in the Church Hall on Monday 28th January and
Sunday 3rd February, both at 7.30pm.
Anyone unable to attend on the 28th who wishes to travel on
the bus, please contact Trina (450398) or Liz (450122) as we
need to finalise numbers by then. The bus will leave Crail
Town Hall at 5pm on Monday 4th as our performance starts
at 6.30pm.
Rehearsals for the new session of the Choir will start in the
Town Hall at 7.30 on Monday 11th February. The choir welcomes all adults who enjoy singing. There is no requirement
to read music and the evenings are relaxed, friendly and informal.

Planning Applications
Listed Building Consent for repairs and stabilisation to
churchyard walls. - Crail Parish Church Marketgate North
Marketgate Crail Anstruther Fife KY10 3TQ
Ref. No: 18/02484/LBC | Received date: Wed 29 Aug 2018
| Status: Pending Decision | Case Type: Planning Application
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Notice to Mariners
Seagreen Wind Energy - Notice to Mariners 01/2019. Issue date
22/01/2019
Mariners are advised that Seagreen Wind Energy will be conducting a
Geotechnical Survey within the Seagreen Alpha and Seagreen Bravo wind
farm site boundary (demarcated in red) and also the export cable corridor
(demarcated in blue) identified in the map.
The surveys are due to mobilise on 28th January though this may be delayed as a result of weather conditions. The expected completion of the
geotechnical surveys will be by May 2019, weather permitting and therefore there may be the potential for an extension to the work duration.
As a consequence of the survey equipment deployed and the modes of
operation all mariners are advised to keep a safe clearance of no less than
500m aft of the vessels.

The long term importance of the Charrette – Community Democracy
Did you know that the UK has one of the most centralised form of local government in the democratic world? The lowest principal
tier of local government in England is up to 10 times the size of the lowest tier in other countries. In the England the average
population covered by a local council is 150,000 people, compared to around 50,000 in the United States, 30,000 in Sweden and
20,000 in Australia. In France 36,000 communes serve a French population about 10% larger than the UK, and 15,000 municipalities cater for German population a third bigger; in contrast England has just 350 local councils. The situation in Scotland is
as bad if not in places worse. In Scotland, there are 32 local authorities serving some 5.3 million people – that means on average
each Scottish Council serves some 165,000 people, although given the geography and remoteness of some Council areas, the
situation is quite varied. The figures for Fife Council are that it serves 280,000 electors and a population of around 371,000.
The lowest tier of democratic representation in Scotland is the Community Council, and there are around 1200 active Community
Councils. They are described as ‘bridging the gap’ between local authorities and communities, with a role to ’help make public
bodies aware of the opinions and needs of their communities’. They have a statutory role in Planning, in that they have a right
to be consulted on applications for planning permissions, but in this, as in other matters, the role is consultative rather than one
of making decisions. This also applies to distribution of monies from the Common Good Fund and the Settlement Trust – recommendations can be made, but the decision is taken elsewhere. Because of this failure to devolve decision making, many people
feel that the term ‘Community' has become one of the most deceiving words in Scotland’s political lexicon.’ Community planning’, for example, seemed to promise that local communities would take the lead in the planning of their own services. Instead
it has defined communities as one voice among many more powerful voices, mainly from the public sector, in a process led by
local authorities.
‘Community involvement’ then, when used by both Government and Local Councils, does not in current circumstances mean
community decision making, with a capacity to implement change, but community advice to some other body that will take a
decision. And it is not ‘community empowerment’ when a distant bureaucracy takes decisions ‘in your interest’ because it knows
best what you need and can disregard local views or decisions.
In my view, community empowerment should develop firmly within the framework of enforceable rights which has been developed to maintain the freedoms of a culturally and ethnically diverse society, where democratic values are important, and in particular the belief that the best decisions are those taken by the people who are most exposed to their effects. Furthermore, I
believe this includes a belief in the value of accountable power, in particular that self-determination tends to promote responsibility
and encourages invention and initiative, and a belief that shared responsibility for producing a public good will encourage the
growth of the practical skills of communication, representation, negotiation and compromise, and promote a tolerance of differing
views.
A theme that has developed in the published Crail Matters material on the Crail Charrette is “Making it happen” – showing how
communities can themselves take charge and improve their environment and locality through their own efforts. I am very confident that in Crail through the Charrette, we will be able to develop agendas and ways in which we can improve our locality.
The challenge then will not lie with our community in identifying what needs doing, but with local and central government
taking that seriously our views and effectively devolving not just the capacity to consult, but the ability to take and implement
decisions both through making available appropriate resources and changing decision systems to enable local expression, control
and implementation. The Charrette therefore is not just about devising a plan, but it is also in the medium and long term a vital
element in the rejuvenation of our society – and what could be more important?
M.Taylor
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Scottish Country
Dancing

CRAIL BADMINTON CLUB

Crail Town Hall
Wednesday at 7:30pm
October to March

MEETS ON TUESDAYS 7 – 10 PM IN
CRAIL COMMUNITY HALL
New members welcome
Any queries:- Tel. Anne on 07769156003

RBS Community Liaison

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

RBS Community Liaison staff will conduct drop in sessions
each Tuesday from 1000 to 1200 in Anstruther Lower Town
Hall. Anyone with questions or concerns is welcome to attend.

Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

Contact your Fife Councillor?
Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Do you know any young carers?
We are the respite care officers for Disabilities Fife.Carers
that are actively looking for families to help. Please feel free
to contact us anytime by:
Phone - 01592 203993
Email - respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk
Website - YoungCarersRespite.com

Senior Carers Respite Fife
Senior Carers Respite Fife are pleased to introduce our
great new service - Senior Carers Respite Fife.
This is for carers 60 plus. We come to you and lend a helping
hand. At a time that’s convenient to you. This is a FREE service. For more information email Moira or Adele at
respite@disabilitiesfife.org.uk or call on 01592 203993

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Crail Community Choir

Useful Emergency Numbers

The choir welcomes all adults who enjoy singing. There is
no requirement to read music and the evenings are relaxed,
friendly and informal.
The new session starts on Monday 11th February at
7.30pm in the Town Hall.

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Crail Table Tennis Club

It’s a fun affair with some serious play and banter, the cost
per session is only £3.00 and that includes free membership
for the season which lasts throughout the winter months.
We play over three tables and there is rarely time to sit
down, so if you are looking for things to do as the summer
months drop off why not pop down and join us. If you would
like to know more then please call:
Graham at The Honeypot on 01333 450935.
Community Hall ( Side Entrance )
1900 Tuesday
All welcome

Crail Hospital Car Service

It’s only when you can’t drive because you or the car is
sick, or it is too daunting to think of standing in the cold,
waiting for a return bus from the health centre or the dentist,
or you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish for a
bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and don’t know
many people yet. That bit of help is there and has been for
54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital Car Service. It gets no
funds from anywhere, though occasional donations means
no one is refused if they genuinely can’t afford the contribution to the cost of the journey. It relies on a small band
of drivers, good neighbours, but they are getting on a bit
themselves. Two have small operations themselves; two
have relatives who need care; three have part time jobs.
New drivers are desperately needed. Once or twice a month.
More drivers would mean even fewer calls on each one.
If you feel you could offer, you can ring 450096. If you
need help it’s the same number.

Remembrance

Crail Matters is putting together a collection of material that
will describe and commemorate the Remembrance services
in Crail this year. Because it was a significant anniversary,
we propose to collect together images, service details, etc.
of the events in the form of a digital and hard copy booklet,
and lodge them in the Museum Archives. We would like to
invite any of our readers who might wish to have recorded
the memories they may have of people who served in the
First World War, or have family or other stories that are relevant, to submit them for inclusion in the final document.
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Community Council Notes

Our new website is https://crailcc.com/
The next Community Council meeting will be at 7.15pm, Monday 28 January.
All members of the Crail community are welcome to attend.
Local Fife councillors will be in attendance.
Substantive agenda items to be discussed include: School Crossing Patrol, Potholes,Seagull proof bins, Public Toilet closure,
Planning Issues, Roome Bay Play Area, Community Payback, Charrette, Town Hall/Harbour Master’s Office.

Crail Parish Church of Scotland (Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)
Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035, or email (intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Session Clerk: Helen Armitage 450516
Interim Moderator: Rev Brian Oxburgh
The Members of the Vacancy Committee are Lisa Aird, Mandy Guthrie, Fiona Hill, David Mann, Andrew Purves & Helen Armitage.
There is a joint Session meeting with the Vacancy Advisory Committee in Cellardyke Hall at 7 pm on the 29th January.
Karail: Items for the next edition of Karail are due by 10th February. You can email them to either lisa.aird3@btinternet.com or
heatheraird@btinternet.com. This issue will cover events up to the end of June.

Thank You!

The Editorial Team of Crail Matters would like to express grateful thanks to everyone

who responded to our recent appeal for donations to help support the newsletter.
We have several regular donors too so our grateful thanks goes out to you all.
Without you, there would be no Crail Matters.

The Crail Seagull

Have you noticed the two new ‘School Crossing Patrols’ in Kingsbarns? Fife
Council must be really strapped for cash. I was passing through on a low flight
to St Andrews to visit some chums that I haven’t seen for some time and saw these two cartoon
characters. I think folks are slowing down but only to have a laugh!

More ‘Gilet Jaunes’! What is going on in the East Neuk? On a bright, sunny but very cold
morning, I was waiting at the leading light for the boats to come in (there’s often wee tasty
bites on offer there), there were not two, not three, but four chaps in yellow jackets spreading
grit on the footpaths!! I almost fell over – I’m always complaining about Fife Council and their
priorities but top marks this time.
Out and about in the lovely weather this week, I was flying out to Elie to visit my posh cousins.
What did I see? Only more gilet jaunes and machinery filling in potholes! I know, it's hard to
believe. I almost flew into a lamppost. Do you think they will make their way along to Crail
to fill in our potholes?
The other morning, I was just sitting in the lovely, winter sun completely on my own, not even another seagull in sight, it was
lovely and peaceful. Next thing, I saw lots of dolphins swimming past, I think they were looking for some breakfast. What a
restorative sight in these troubled times.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2019: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max
Taylor, John Wilson
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Waid Academy planning to reduce length of teaching days to save money
In response to proposed budget cuts, Waid Academy is planning to move to either a four-and-a-half day week or three longer
days, finishing at 3.35pm, and two shorter days, finishing at 3pm. Assurances have been given that such cuts will not affect
pupil teaching time nor curriculum coverage, and that arrangements to manage transportation will be made when the cuts are
known. Described by Fife Council as ‘minor changes’, nevertheless any changes to established routines will impact not just on
the school pupils, but also on parents.
St Columba’s RC High School, in Dunfermline, has already switched to an asymmetrical week and Madras College, in St Andrews, plans to cut five minutes from the start and end of each day and have longer intervals and lunches for senior pupils. Other
schools are said to be examining tweaks to their timetables in an effort to make savings.

Crail Charrette: Why yet another questionnaire?
Every so often there is a questionnaire circulating around Crail asking for our opinion on something or other to do with Crail.
Often enough that we all have a bit of survey fatigue. Well, we have to shake this off and do at least one more if we are get a
meaningful result from the Charrette. Ultimately our point of view – our wishes with respect to Crail – have to be backed up
with numbers. If a developer or Fife Council says to us – “yes, you need this not that” – but we can say “actually 89% of Crail
said the opposite”, then they are unlikely to win the argument. Key to this is getting the issues we identified as most important
during Stage 1 of the charrette into a much more coherent set of priorities based on numbers and a clear will of the people. And
to do this we need yet another questionnaire, and a large, representative, response from the community. So please do this one: it
really will make a difference this time.
The questionnaire is printed below. Please print it out and fill it in, then
1.
return it to one of the drop-in sessions or
2.
take a photo of each of the two pages and email it to scampyjemmy@gmail.com
The questionnaire is also available at the drop-in session and you are very welcome to come along to one and fill it out there.
Someone will be on hand to explain it if necessary.
If you want to be really efficient, then fill in the spreadsheet version available on the Crail Matters website:
https://crailmatters.com/charrette-questionnaire/ (or just google Crail Matters)
and email it back to scampyjemmy@gmail.com
Every person returning the questionnaire will be given a unique number so they are in with a chance of winning £25 at the public
meetings if their number is drawn and the person is there at the meeting to claim it.
When we have collected enough responses and views from the whole community we can then create a development plan that
reflects the community's views for Stage 3. Then we will have the authority as a community to make this plan happen, rather
than have something imposed on us from outside, without consultation.
HOW TO COMPLETE THE QUESTIONNAIRE:
Please complete the questions on the next two pages and then some details about your age, sex and how long you have lived in
Crail.
For some of the questions please give each statement a score between 1 and 5 by ticking the box where 5 represents a top positive
priority for you (i.e. you would like to see more or better, or you really like the idea) and 1 represents no priority/interest for (i.e.
you would like to see less, or you really don’t like the idea). A score of 3 means you are fairly neutral or indifferent.
The other questions ask you to allocate resources to a problem. Just split the total resources between the categories according to
your priorities. You don't need to use all of your resources - we just want to identify priorities.
If you don’t think you are well informed enough to score anything then please just leave blank
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Crail Charrette

WORKSHOP 2

WORKSHOP 3 MAKING IT HAPPEN

Workshop 2 will focus on taking the Vision,
agreed at the initial workshop, as the basis to
develop and test a series of strategies with the
local community to establish approaches which
will deliver the Vision.
The Charrette Team will prepare a range of
approaches and options which can deliver the
Vision, in advance of the workshop, to use as the
basis for engagement with the community.

Workshop 3 will focus on establishing initiatives
to deliver the Strategy options agreed in
Workshop 2.
This will take the form of
proposals,
including a masterplan for the future
development and/or growth of Crail and public
realm improvements to key streets and spaces,
combined with
proposals for events,
initiatives and community organisation.

DROP IN CENTRE
In the weeks leading up to the Charrettes we will have a Drop-in Centre in the Town Hall for you to come
and view what we have done so far, to tell us any views you have, but also just for a general chat about
what you want in Crail.
The Drop-in Centre will run from Tuesday 22nd January to Tuesday 12th February in Crail Town
Hall following the opening times below. Please note the drop in Centre will not be open Sundays or days
of the workshops.
Tuesdays'
Wednesday's

Saturday 26th Jan 10am-4pm
Saturday 2nd Feb 1pm-4pm

2pm-4pm
4pm-6pm
9am-11am
4pm-6pm
2pm-4pm

Workshop 2
Saturday 9th February

Crail Community Hall 10am 12pm

Workshop 3
Saturday 16th March

Crail Community Hall 10am 12pm

crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/CrailCommunityPartnership
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