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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.
Crail Folk Club

Thursday 28th March 8pm £1 BYOB A Singers' Night
Always a fun night. An opportunity to come along and sing or play or just listen. We have a very high standard of both local and
visiting performers. What can go wrong for just a pound? Bring your own bottle and glass.
Our next guest night is 11th April with Jimmy Aldridge & Sid Goldsmith. Advance tickets and full details from www.crailfolkclub.org.uk

Crail Art Exhibition

We are looking for talented folks in the Fife area to show their art or
crafts at this year’s Crail Art Exhibition!
If you feel your artwork is of a good quality standard and would like to
submit, please ask for an application form using the following details:Paintings and 2D artwork – Jan Nelson, Telephone 07876 612682 or
email artsea@artsea.co.uk
Craft/Glasswork/other media – Jenny Rae, Telephone 01334 655002 or
email pottering51@gmail.com
Booking forms must be returned by Saturday June 15th
If selected, work will be handed in on Saturday 13th July
The show takes place from Wednesday 17th July to Saturday 27th July
All selected artists will be invited to a preview evening on Tuesday 16th
July 7.30-9.30
We look forward to hearing from you but don’t delay as space will be
limited and regretfully therefore, we may not be able to accept all the
entries.

Denburn Wood

Some of our tools which we keep in our knocked up little toolshed at the back of the compost heaps have been stolen. This
has been reported to Police Scotland.
We have lost our rake, hoe, spade and fork. A large leaf rake
has been recovered, presumably too big to carry. Our wheelbarrows, which we keep chained and padlocked had been disturbed, but are still there.
These tools were kindly donated to us, and are essential to our
work there.
Extensive searches around the wood have not turned anything
else up, so we must sadly assume that they are gone.
May we ask if anyone has a spare of any of the above, they
might consider donating it?
We will be meeting again on Friday 29th March at 10am, so
any donations could be brought down then.
We will be investing in more chains and padlocks in future!

Garden Maintenance

Are you a gardener, either professional or a
knowledgeable amateur, able to take on regular
maintenance of a small garden in Crail?

Finding a good, honest and reliable service has
proved a challenge, so we are making this plea via
Crail Matters for someone to tend to our garden
with regular visits throughout the spring and summer months, and to keep things tidy over autumn
and winter. Pay rates are negotiable.

If you have a good gardening knowledge and are
interested, or indeed can recommend a suitable
gardener, please contact Tom :
tom@cannavan.info.

MILITARY EXERCISE
NOTIFICATION
Military Exercises

24th - 30th March 2019
The MoD will be conducting a Small Exercise within the
confines of Crail Airfield. The Exercise will see increased
traffic and Military Activity in the Immediate Area: In Particular:
The Main Route in
Crail Airfield
Helicopter Overhead Flying has been authorised for this
Exercise.
Low Flying Complaints: MoD Complaints and Enquiries
Unit,
lowflying@mod,uk/cas-lowflying@mod.uk,
Tel: 0845 6007580

IAN GORDON SINGS AGAIN Stroke Association Charity Event

Ian Gordon (St Andrews) first sang in public at age 7 in 1950. He has been singing with bands ever since, the most well known
locally being the Rebels. A year ago he was struck down with a stroke, which has left him wheelchair bound. Although his
speech was affected initially, he is now able to sing again.
On Friday 12 April in Crail Town Hall he is making his comeback, backed by Dave Burnett, guitar/vocals, James Ford bass/vocals
and Eric Morris on drums. It will be an “unplugged” session (quietish) of pop and rock songs from the fifties and sixties. The
proceeds will go to the charity Stroke Association.
Tickets priced £10 are available at Greens Fruit Shop, Crail.
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Crail Charrette - Third Workshop

On 16 March, the final Workshop of the Charrette series
was held in the Community Hall. Around 80+ people attended, and after a brief introduction, heard details of the
Crail survey conducted (previously reported) after which
those present were invited to explore the headline outcomes of the previous workshops mounted on board. As
a way of expressing preferences, those present were given
10 tokens and invited to vote for their preferences across
a range of issues. The results showing the number of tokens offered in support are presented below under the various headings used - headline issues are identified in bold
red italic.

2. There is very strong support for a connecting road
from St Andrews Road to Balcomie Road going around
the caravan park, with no support for a road going
through Balcomie and limited support for a road through
Bow Butts.
3. After these there is strong support for investment in
the Harbour for Tourism and Business.
Business and Tourism
71 - harbour use
28 - harbour property
3 - winter festival
1 - east Neuk tourism
18 - use local shops
15 - better mobile
18 - heritage conservation
36 - Roome Bay toilets

Whilst it may be difficult to summarise all the detail,
some headlines seem apparent:
1. As suggested by the Survey, there is very strong support within the Crail Community for extending the
woodland area and paths around Crail.

Integrating new development
42 - endorsement of Charette report
by Fife Council, design code
21 - improve access to health care
9 - school capacity
Connectivity - connecting road
through
44 Bow Butts
1 Balcomie
90 east link beyond caravan park

Affordable Homes
19 - research new local based housing association
22 - priority to local people for existing housing
8 - encourage affordable home in
town centre
3 - range of financial models for
new homes
29 - restrictions for new homes as
2nd homes.
Community facilities
39 - study of future use of community buildings
38 - Community Hall hub etc
5 - digital calendar
5 - promote CCP
6 - improve Roome Bay play area
33 - volunteer maintenance

Environment
43 - audit of paths
94 - extend Denburn
17 - active travel
15 - better recycling
10 - gull proof bins, beach cleans
26 - cycle provision
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Crail and the Flemish People

As many of you know Crail has a long and storied history. While researching for a book on “Scotland and the Flemish People”
I came across an interesting, perhaps little known aspect of this history—a medieval connection between Crail and people from
Flanders, the Flemish.
The earliest accounts suggest that Crail harbour played host to Flemish fisherman and merchants but evidence has also been uncovered suggesting the presence of Flemish people living in and around Crail during medieval times and beyond.

Flemish knights had taken part in the 1066 invasion of England. Many settled in England
and some of their descendants came up to Scotland with King David I around 1124 and
in the ensuing period. One of the most notable of these was Mainard the Fleming who
is credited with having developed a master plan for the town of St. Andrews. Other local
structures attributed to the Flemish include Kellie castle that dates back to 1150.

Kellie Castle

In about 1180 King William gave land near Crail to a man called Winemar who was
thought to be of Flemish origin. The name of the land, likely extracted from his name,
was Wenmerstona. Over time this name, it is believed, was transformed into the now
familiar Wormiston.

In the 14th century King Robert III gave a William Fleming land in the vicinity of Crail while around the same period there was
a priest called Fleming who officiated in the Parish church (around 1361).

In the 16th and 17th centuries there is further evidence of a Flemish presence in Crail. Flemish weavers came to Scotland (sometimes with incentives from the Scottish government) and it is possible some of these may have lived in the vicinity. A number
of Flemish immigrants in this period may also have been escaping religious persecution in Flanders by their Catholic Spanish
rulers. By the 17th century there were 18 families living in Crail with Flemish sounding names and their occupations included
bakers, hammermen, shoemakers, tailors, weavers, and wrights. The houses in Crail that date back to that period, with their
pantiles and crowsteps, certainly reflect a Flemish-Dutch influence. But interestingly it was the Flemish rather than the Dutch
who tended to settle in Scotland.

Finally, looking at records of Crail deaths for 1794 – 1854, quite a few people (numbers in brackets) from possible Flemish
origin families can be identified: Dewar (10), Douglas (2), Fleming (20), Flemingston (30), Flucker (1), Graham (15), Hamilton
(4), Hay (12), Howie (3), Leslie (11), Lindsay (16), Murray (36), Oliphant (10), Sutherland (1).

In summary, while evidence for this Flemish connection is fragmentary it is nonetheless suggestive of an influence on Crail that
lasted several hundred years.

Trekking to Everest

Alex Fleming af87@st-andrews.ac.uk

Yvonne Richmond is undertaking a trek in the Himalayas to raise money and the profile of a charity
that she volunteers for, The Wave project Scotland,
based in Dunbar.
The Wave Project brings people together through surfing. The evidence-based surf therapy programme is
proven to help young people feel less anxious and
more positive. They also run beach school projects to
help children feel more engaged in education. Working with partner organisations and the amazing volunteers we are changing lives together.
She will be trekking from Lukla to Everest base camp
over a 2 week period in April. We know that Crail residents are hugely generous and would ask if they
would like to sponsor this Trek?
All cost for the expedition are covered by Yvonne, any
and all donations will go to the charity.
Finlay at the chemist has agreed to receive cash donations should anyone not be able to access the link to the just giving page
which has the full details of the charity and the trek itself.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/yvonne-richmondeverestbasecamp2019?utm_campaign=pfpshare&utm_content=YvonneRichmondEverestbasecamp2019&utm_medium=fundraisingpage&utm_source=Facebook&utm_term=PMWqvPN53
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WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell,
with Photographs by John Anderson

There will be no Wild Crail for the next few weeks whilst Professor Cresswell is away on a research visit to Antarctica.

Notice to Fishermen

Horizon Geosciences will be performing site investigation works on behalf Inch Cape Offshore Limited (ICOL). The site investigation works consist of a geophysical survey and geotechnical investigations. The works will be undertaken using the Horizon Geobay and the GeoOcean III, up to two vessels will be present on site at any one time.
Works will be undertaken over ~78 days, excluding weather downtime. Works are expected to commence on or after 1st April
2019 with vessels.
The first phase of the campaign will be the geophysical survey. It is anticipated that the geophysical survey will take approximately
18 days, depending on weather.
The second phase of the campaign will be a geotechnical survey, which is anticipated to take approximately 2 months. During
the geotechnical works the vessel will hold station on ducted propellers and all vessels are requested to remain 500 m clear. The
vessel will be displaying the relevant RAM lights and displays during periods of restricted manoeuvrability.
The works are being carried out in phases over the Development
Area of the proposed Inch Cape Offshore Wind Farm located within
the Outer Firth of Tay.
For the initial phase, the geophysical vessel will be conducting surveying lines across the Inch Cape Development Area. There are also
two areas, one in the west and one in the south of the site where a
300m buffer is required to allow the survey vessel to manoeuvre between lines.
During the geotechnical survey the survey vessel will be generally static and operating in a set programme, ICOL will seek to reduce the area of the site closed
during the geotechnical survey. The geotechnical survey is currently predicted to
begin in mid-April and further information will provided via 14 day look aheads.
An excel sheet containing the coordinates can be obtained by contacting InchCapeOFLO@sff.co.uk or InchCapefisheries@sff.co.uk .

Fishermen are requested to:
1. Avoid deploying static gear in the Development Area or two buffer areas as there is a high risk of gear conflicts from the
survey vessel(s) present until further notice;
2. Ensure that any deployed gear anywhere in the vicinity of the project is clearly marked with dhan buoys (or similar) and PLN
identifier;
3. Refrain from contacting the masters of any the survey vessels;
4. For contact with the vessels, fishermen are requested to contact the duty OFLO with any
queries via InchCapeOFLO@sff.co.uk or Duty Telephone 07955 820651;
5. Retain records of where gear is deployed and what it is marked with and confirm those details to the duty OFLO so that gear
can be avoided during port calls and transits from location to location during hours of darkness/ reduced visibility;
6. Supply your contact details to InchCapefisheries@sff.co.uk in order to be added to the NTF distribution list; and
7. Email InchCapefisheries@sff.co.uk to register your interest in being trained as an FIR or OFLO.
Just as all journeys start with putting one foot in front of another it’s hard to remember,
when something big is achieved, how tiny the first steps were. When two women in the
Gallatown area of Kirkcaldy YMCA thought they would start a craft group, a purpose
built community hub was nowhere on their horizon, even if they thought a year ahead,
let alone six. The craft group encouraged a cooking group -how to cook well on a budget
- and in turn people thought cycling would be a good idea. Not many people owned bicycles, or had storage for them, but two people went off to Aberdour and learned to become cycle mechanics. This meant donated or abandoned bikes could be rescued and
renovated. The community realised that while they might be cash poor, they were time-rich. The cooks decided to advertise
their skills and cook a community lunch once a week: £1.50 for a main course, 75p for starters or pudding.
All this time the YMCA had been renting the Bowling Club from the Council , where bikes could be stored.
in 2016 they
learnt the site was available and realised they could buy it from the Council., An Asset transfer took months but eventually
they bought it for £1000. Now they have £500,000 after a stringent visit from the Lottery Community fund to inspect their
plans. Gallatown is in the top 2% of deprived areas in Scotland so raising money is hard. When asked how they managed
for so long Debbie Kelly, community development officer, laughed, “Faith”. she said.
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Crail Parish Church of Scotland

(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)

Linked with St Ayle

Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035, or email
(intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Session Clerk: Helen Armitage 450516
Interim Moderator: Rev Brian Oxburg

Guild: Thursday 28th March in the Kirk Hall at 2:15pm, topic “Sailors Society” by Peter Donald.

Friday 29 March at 6.30pm in Kingsbarns Parish Church "Compline" by St Andrews Renaissance Singers
Followed by Refreshments and Fellowship.

The Beacon Ministries on Friday 5th April 7.30pm in the British Legion Hall, Andy Hall will be the guest speaker.
Crail in Bloom Coffee Morning will be held in the Legion Hall on Saturday 6th April from 10am-12pm.

The Linkage Service will be held in Crail Church on Sunday 7th April at 3pm led by Ian Hamilton.

5

Community Council Notes
Our new website is
https://crailcc.com/

Next Community Council Meeting
The next Community Council meeting will be at
7.15pm 25 March.

Agenda

Welcome
Apologies: Julie Middleton, John Wilson
Approval of Minutes: 25 February 2019
Common Good Fund – Janice Laird
Review of Action Summary:
• Recycling Point – Cllr. BP
• Hen’s Ladder/Bankhead Brae – Cllr. JD/JM
• Faults previously reported – Cllr. LH
• Seagull Proof Bins – Cllr. LH
• Crail Crest for road signs - MT
Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Secretary’s Report
Weed Spraying
Fife Councilors Reports
AOCB

Letter to the Editor

Sir,
Because of illness, I had been unable to attend the first two Charrette
workshops so I was pleased to go to the third workshop to find out
what the Charrette was all about. It seemed to be a cross between a
university lecture and a pensioners tiddly winks competition.The
highly professional topic boards around the room were excellent
and I particularly liked the Crail linked woods idea.There was little
information on tourism of value with no mention of the hugely
damaging hostility to tourist signs which the new demographic majority have had erected in Marketgate, where motorhomes have
been welcome to overnight for over 50 years up till now, and which
are so important to Crail's shops. It will be a test of the Charrette’s
sincerity over jobs for young people if these completely unnecessary
signs are not removed at once, or if the real purpose of the charette
is Crail as a retirement village with unaffordable houses and no
young people.
Stephen Grieve
Sir
Well done Crail Charrette and the Crail Partnership Committee for
organising such excellent workshops. As well as giving us all really
good ideas about how we might develop things, I think it has done
something even more important - its given us ambition!!

Crail Matters

Carailler (name and address supplied)

We continue to need funds. If you have already donated, then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a donation?
You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-26-28, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to ‘Crab Publishing’ given
to any member of the Editorial Board or posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail, KY10 3XN. Many thanks. A special
note of thanks to the kind donors who deposited substantial amounts in the collecting can in Crail Pharmacy.
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Kingsbarns Church

Scottish Country
Dancing

St Andrews Renaissance
Singers
performing “Compline”
Kingsbarns Church
at 6.30pm
on
Friday 29 March 2019
All Welcome Entry Free (donations)

Crail Town Hall
Wednesday at 7:30pm
October to March

Contact your Fife Councillor?

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Photograph by Benjamin Kenny

CRAIL COMMUNITY CHOIR

The choir meets on Monday 25th March
at 7.30 pm in the KIRK HALL

Mobile Library
The mobile library calls at Marketgate every 2nd Thursday.
Next dates 28th March, then new timetable.

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Crail in Bloom

Dates for your Diary
Spring Coffee Morning - Saturday 6th April - doors open
at 10.00a.m. - Legion Hall, Crail

St. Andrews Photographic Society

Weekly meetings of the Society have ceased until the new
season begins in September.
The website address remains valid for summer activities
notifications.

Singing for the Memory
and Music and Movement
for people with Dementia and their Carers at
Kilrenny Parish Church Hall

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays
Singing for Memory
Music and Movement
27 March
10 April
29 May
8 May
31 July
12 June
28 August
11 September
25 September
13 November
30 October
11 December
27 November

CRAIL BADMINTON CLUB

The badminton season ends on Tuesday 26 March. The
new season starts on Tuesday 24 September.
Any queries:- Tel. Anne on 07769156003

Crail Armistice Day commemoration

A brief record of the Armistice commemoration held in
Crail can be found at this link:
https://crailmatters.com/crail-armistice-commemoration/
This will be added to as further material is submitted.
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Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

RBS Community Liaison

RBS Community Liaison staff will conduct drop in sessions
each Tuesday from 1000 to 1200 in Anstruther Lower Town
Hall. Anyone with questions or concerns is welcome to attend.

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Useful Emergency Numbers

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think of
standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the health
centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital
that you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail
and don’t know many people yet. That bit of help is there
and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital Car Service If you could do with that bit of help, ring. 01333
450096.

The Crail
Seagull

I bumped into an old friend last week - an old mouse who lives in the Community Hall. He told me how much he enjoyed the
Charrette meeting - lots of cake crumbs and stuff to take and hide for nest building. He said he tried to follow what was happening
(he is after all a Crail resident of some standing so should be involved) and he found the various displays very interesting. He
particularly liked the idea of making the Community Hall into a Community Hub. But he said he couldn’t understand why people
were putting little counters into jars - some people were walking round and putting 1 or 2 counters into lots of jars, but others
were putting all their counters into one jar. He wondered how something like that could be a representative voting exercise (now
that’s a long phrase for a small mouse, but he is well educated!).
Well, you have to laugh. Way back in August, the one track road sign on the way to the golf
course was upside down as the rusty post had broken. I thought that Fife Council must be really strapped for cash because someone came along, cut the old post down and reattached the
sign. Look at it now! The man from the council will
have to come back again, I wonder what he'll do
with it this time? Bury it?

Can you understand this because I can’t? I know
Seagulls are a bit indiscriminate in how they poo well so are most dogs too. But dogs have owners
who are supposed to clear up after them; there’s
been lots of reference to this in this estimable Newsletter recently. Then why do people
gatherup the dog poo into a plastic bag, and then leave it??? I spotted this bag on a
quick trip to Kingsbarns, but you can see them all over - Denburn Woods, the walk by
the Graveyard Extension ..... It’s a mystery to me. Surely an undegradable plastic bag
is every bit as bad as the dog poo.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to editcopy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing
2019: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John Wilson
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