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CRAIL MATTERS
W/C 15 April 2019. No 105 Free - donations welcome
Suggested hard copy Donation 40p

Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.

We’re taking a short holiday. There will no issue of Crail Matters on 22 April. Copy for the 29
April issue should be received by midday 26 April.
CHAS FUNDRAISER
My name is Emma Shilton l am 19yrs old and l have set
myself a massive challenge, in August l intend to climb
Mount Kiliminjaro the tallest freestanding mountain in
the world whilst raising £3000 for Chas. To start my
fundraising off l have organised an EASTER CEILIDH
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Friday 19th April 19.30 - 23.30
Lower College Hall St Andrews
Tickets £10
Children and Family Tickets available
Email me for further details at e.shilton@googlemail
Many great raffle prizes come along and have a fun night
for all the family and support a great cause
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CRAIL MUSEUM
AND HERITAGE CENTRE

MUSEUM OPENING TIMES
1st April - 28th April: Daily
Guided Walks: Wednesdays and Sundays (except Easter
Sunday, 21st April)
4th May - 27th May: Weekends and Public Holidays.
Guided Walks: Sundays
1st June - 27th October: Daily
Guided Walks: Wednesdays and Sundays
Monday - Saturdays: 11am - 4pm
Sundays: 1.30pm - 4pm
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always gratefully received.
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Calling all VOLUNTEERS! Crail Festival needs YOU!
If you would like to be involved in this year's Festival 17-27 July
please come to a friendly, informative meeting in Crail Kirk Hall, 4pm-6pm
on Saturday 27 April.
Your enthusiastic assistance at our events is essential ; and feedback confirms that
being a VOLUNTEER is fun and very enjoyable. We look forward to seeing you on 27
April.
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CRAIL COMMUNITY CHOIR
The choir meets on Monday 22 April
at 7.30 pm in the TOWN HALL
Contact your Fife Councillor?
Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Join us on our 10 year anniversary
Cycle ride on:

Mobile Library

Sunday 2nd June 2019
Start 10am - Kellie Castle

The mobile library calls at Marketgate every 2nd Thursday.

For more information contact E. Gilmour
eastneukkfr@hotmail.com
www.enfr.org.uk

Crail Mobile Post Office Service
Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

Crail Bowling Club

Weather and green conditions permitting, the green will
open at 2pm on Saturday 20 April 2019.

RBS Community Liaison

Singing for the Memory
and Music and Movement
for people with Dementia and their Carers at
Kilrenny Parish Church Hall

RBS Community Liaison staff will conduct drop in sessions
each Tuesday from 1000 to 1200 in Anstruther Lower Town
Hall. Anyone with questions or concerns is welcome to attend.

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays
Singing for Memory
Music and Movement
29 May
8 May
31 July
12 June
28 August
11 September
25 September
13 November
30 October
11 December
27 November

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Useful Emergency Numbers

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Crail Hospital Car Service
Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive
because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think
of standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the
health centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy
hospital that you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new
to Crail and don’t know many people yet. That bit of help
is there and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service If you could do with that bit of help, ring.
01333 450096.
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A Good Walk

This is a short section of the Fife Coastal
Path from Boarhills to Cambo. It is
9.5km long with negligible ascent and
descent mostly along good paths but
there is a short section walking along the
beach. Allow two and a half hours to
give time for admiring the view and taking photographs. If going by car there is
parking beside the notice board in the
village centre then return by bus from
Cambo, otherwise take the No 95 bus to

Boarhills, alighting at the bus stop immediately after the ninety degree corner
on the outskirts of the village.
Walk down the Tarmac road to the village centre. Passing the notice board, the
road turns right and continues out of the
village. Just before the farm buildings on
your left there is a doocot which is being
renovated by the local community. Turn
right here along the farm track which
soon joins another Tarmac road. This
leads you past another farm and over a
metal bridge. There follows a lovely section of woodland walk with the burn on
your left. Depending on the time of year
the ground is carpeted by Anemones or
Bluebells and there is plenty of Wild
Garlic to forage. Keep an eye out for
Dippers or, if you are very lucky, Kingfishers which have been seen around this
area.
Where the burn meets the sea the path
veers right and you are now walking
along the coast with the rocky shoreline
on your left. There are plenty Pied Wagtails and Yellowhammers to be seen and
keen birders may spot Corn Bunting,
Reed Bunting or Wheatear. A post will
direct you down to the beach for a while,
rejoining the path at the next post. You
then arrive at the car park for Kingsbarns
Beach where there are toilets (seasonal)
and The Cheesy Toast Shack serving a

variety of delicious toasted sandwiches. For a slightly shorter walk you can turn right here
taking the road up to Kingsbarns where you can catch the bus back to Boarhills. Otherwise
continue along the coastal path passing Kingsbarns Golf course on your right until you
reach Cambo woods. Turn right following the signs to the cafe and visitor centre. Here is
another chance to have coffee or lunch before continuing through the woods to the main
road where you will find the bus stop across the road.
A word of warning, the No 95 bus is an hourly service so make sure you check the
timetable and plan your walk strategically to avoid a long wait for the next bus.
John Wilson

Crail Harbour Inshore Fisheries Association.
Crail Matters has just found out that there is another organisation that uses CIFA - it's the Communities Inshore Fisheries Alliance so Crail won't be able to use CIFA. They
will use as their name and abbreviation:
CHIFA - Crail Harbour Inshore Fisheries Association.
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We are confident that we have assembled a superb programme for our 2019 Festival
(17-27 July). As in previous years we would like to invite local residents to help us make
the Festival a big success. You can do this either by making a financial contribution as
a Friend of the Festival or by volunteering just a little of your time. A note about volunteering has already appeared in Crail Matters, with an invitation to meet us socially and for more information in the Kirk Hall on 27
April from 4 to 6 pm. More publicity about this gathering will appear around the village.
\Becoming a ‘Friend of Crail Festival’. New Friends can do this by sending a donation along with a copy of the donation form
below: Friends from recent years will receive a personal invitation to renew their friendship. As a small thank you, Friends will be
invited to the Art Exhibition Preview and reception on 16 July at 7:30pm in the Town Hall.
We are sure you will enjoy this year’s programme, details of which will appear soon on our website, www.crailfestival.com.
Geoff Robinson for The Crail Festival Committee.
(The Royal Burgh of Crail Festival Society Trust (known as Crail Festival Society) is a Charity; Charity No SC020929)

Concert in Crail
East Fife Male Voice Choir & Steeton Choir
(From Yorkshire)
In Concert at 7.30 P.M. FRIDAY 26 April 2019
CRAIL CHURCH
IN AID OF CHURCH TOWER FUNDS
TICKETS £8.00
Charity No SC001601
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WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell,
with Photographs by John Anderson
Gentoo Penguin

Yellowhammer

I have been in Antarctica for the last couple of weeks – from an impending winter and stormy
seas back to spring. Fife is full of lesser black-backed gulls back from North Africa, scoping
out the rooftops, and on the 4th, at Cambo, there was my first chiff-chaff singing, back from
a balmy winter in Iberia. A long way from penguins…
The wind was from the east at the start of last week, so we had the haar in making it very
dreich. Everywhere was very damp with the rain of a few days before, and the pool in the
pasture field just west of Ribbonfield (by the B940 and B9171 crossroads) has a good lot of
water in it. I am hopeful that it will attract some
passage waders, like little ringed plovers in the
next week or wood sandpipers at the beginning
Chiff Chaff
of May. Visibility out at Fife Ness wasn’t very
good, although I could see the gannets, auks and
kittiwakes shuttling back and forth on the 5th indicating the start of another Forth breeding season. No terns yet, but there was an invisible
chiff-chaff at the top of Kilminning calling
mournfully in the fog. It doesn’t seem like there
is an early rush of summer migrants yet, although there were some swallows and house
martins reported elsewhere in Fife that day, which is fairly early. The only literal bright spot
that day was a yellowhammer, glowing yellow at Balcomie despite the murk.

I walked from Boarhills to Cambo along the
coastal path on the afternoon of the 7th. A single dipper along the Kenly Burn was singing:
I bet the other bird was on eggs. There were
noticeably fewer waders along the shore, with
about a quarter of the usual numbers of oystercatchers, redshanks, turnstones and purple
sandpipers. No curlews at all: there are still
some about but many must have left already
for their breeding grounds. There were still a
few long-tailed duck offshore at Kingsbarns. The males looking very handsome in
their dark and white chocolate breeding plumage. A singing chiff-chaff greeted me
as I walked up through the woods at Cambo. There should be a swallow to join it
any day now.
Curlew

Dipper

Curlews are with us all winter so its hard to tell when they are migrating. It’s not like
the swifts that are absent one day and then everywhere the next. But on the 10th and
11th there were flocks of curlews passing over Crail, calling mournfully as they went.
There was a flock of about 30 at Kilrenny on the 11th, and another between St Monans and Anstruther, feeding in the fields just like wintering birds. But our curlews
left a week or so ago, and these flocks were tighter together and just a little bit edgier,
transients ready to move on north if things didn’t work out as they stopped with us
to refuel.

Dunnocks are very common in Crail but often overlooked. Their other name
– hedge sparrow – and the phrase “dull as a dunnock” doesn’t lend them
much glamour, But they are worth noticing. Greyer and with a finer bill than
a sparrow, they creep around on the ground very delicately. Dunnocks are
amazingly tolerant of people and the environments we create. There is hardly
a garden or field edge or copse in the UK without a dunnock. They are probably more human adapted than even house sparrows. I have one singing away
in a rose bush just by my back door and its neat nest will be tucked away
nearby, with a clutch of tiny, bright blue eggs.
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Dunnock

Community Council Notes
Our new website is https://crailcc.com/
Next Community Council Meeting
The next Community Council meeting will be at 7.15pm 29 April
Access to Harbour and Parking
A complaint was received at the last community council meeting about access to the Harbour. It was asked if there could be a
parking restriction put in place on the Harbor Brae between 8am and 4pm as fishermen struggle to access the harbor due to
parked cars. As the number of visitors increase over summer, this will become an increasing problem. More generally, a request
was made for better parking enforcement in Crail; these have been passed to relevant departments in Fife Council.
Farm Crime
Cllr Porteous advised the Community Council at its last meeting that there has been numerous cases of farm crime in Fife which
is a matter of concern and advised members of the public to be cautious of this and report anything suspicious to Police Scotland.
Dog Control especially during lambing
Dogs have been involved in some recent incidents and dog owners should note the following:
- It is a legal requirement for a dog to wear a collar with the owners name and address on it.
- It is an offence to fail to pick up of any dog
faeces. Owners who fail to do so face a fine.
- Under the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003,
access rights do not allow members of the
public on to land with a dog which is not
under proper control.
- Dog owners who allow their dog to attack or
chase livestock on agricultural land are in
breach of the Dogs Act 1953. In the vicinity
of livestock dogs must be kept on a lead or
under close control. Dog owners are liable
should their dog inflict any damage upon livestock. Under the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) Act 1953, if a dog worries livestock on
any agricultural land then the owner or person
in charge is guilty of a criminal offence and
can be fined up to £1,000.
- Last year, Police Scotland launched a campaign warning dog owners that their pets can
be legally shot by farmers if they are found to
be merely in the presence of sheep, even if
they have not physically attacked or chased
them. Sheep worrying includes attacking
sheep, chasing them in a way that may cause
injury suffering, abortion or loss of produce or
being at large (not on a lead or otherwise
under close control) in a field or enclosure in
which there are sheep.
- The Dangerous Dogs Act makes it illegal to
own the following four dogs: Pit Bull Terrier,
Japanese Tosa, Dogo Argentino and Fila
Brasileiro.
- The Guard Dogs Act 1975 requires those responsible for guard dogs to keep their dogs
under control or secured at all times. Warning
signs must be displayed on all entrances to
guarded premises. A dog is considered 'under
control' if it is held on a lead by someone capable of controlling the dog.
- If you fail to control your dog and someone
is injured as a result this may result in a fine
or even imprisonment.
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Nosebag Comes to Crail
Eric and Liz Mitchell are delighted to announce the arrival of Nosebag@Crail, the next step
in the Nosebag journey! Having lived in the village for over 3 years now with our two girls,
Sadie and Flora who are both in Crail School and Nursery, we love being part of the Crail
community. We are over the moon to be able to open Nosebag@Crail and provide a warm,
welcoming and relaxed environment to enjoy, whether you are local to the area or visiting
for a short break. Further improving on our previous successful pop-up, we have increased
the range of local produce from around the East Neuk, wider Fife and beyond in the creation
of our new menu. You will have the choice of breakfast, lunch, great coffee and teas as well
as plenty of the favourite homemade cakes, traybakes, scones and treats! We will always
have a choice of gluten free and vegan options on the menu.
Operating from The Honeypot, we are opening from the Easter weekend throughout the season ahead working towards a full 7 days in the height of the Summer season. It’s been extremely exciting planning these next steps, learning from Graham and Edna’s experience and local knowledge.
Graham and Edna have said, “It’s well known that we have been reducing working hours in the past few years, but deep
inside there was always a feeling of emptiness, an ever-closing tearoom and underused garden café which didn’t really
make sense. Having worked tirelessly with Eric and Liz over the past two months, we are so happy to announce the opening
of Nosebag and wish them every success as part of the valued business community here in Crail”.
Eric and Liz look forward to welcoming new customers to Nosebag and simply cannot wait to welcome back and reacquaint
ourselves with our loyal followers that have stood by us in recent times. So please stop by and say hello, we’d be delighted
to see you again…..!!!

To follow developments and for more information including opening times, menu and events please follow Nosebag Scotland on Facebook and Instagram #NosebagScotland or visit our website on www.nosebagscotland.co.uk.

Letters to the Editor
How strange that Fife Council has refused a request for a
20mph speed limit throughout Crail when this information
can be found on their website: 'Cautious welcome to Fife
progress towards casualty reduction targets
According to Cllr Ross Vettraino, Convener of the Environment, Protective Services & Safer Communities Fife Council is on course to meet its casualty reduction targets for
2020. There’s a tremendous focus placed on road safety in
Fife through adopting a multi-agency approach. Through
close partnership working on a number of road safety initiatives Fife's roads are as safe as possible.
Through Engineering solutions such as 20mph zones, Education measures such as Safe Drive Stay Alive and Pass
Plus and Enforcement action from the Police, there is an
effective framework of initiatives to reduce casualties.
But there is no room for complacency and, as the slight increase in some figures for 2018 shows, the need to continue to strive to reduce casualties on Fife’s roads.'
Should Fife Council fail to recruit a School Crossing Patrol, there seems to me to be a strong case for a crossing of
some sort - belisha beacon/pelican/puffin/toucan at Beech
Walk Park to enable children and other pedestrians to
cross safely.
Julie Middleton
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It was with some degree of incredulity that I read the report
about Fife Council officials’ responses to the issue of a 20
mile speed limit and glass recycling. I refer to the rejection
of the 20 speed limit - the A915, a direct extension of our
A917, has a 20mph zone right through Lower Largo to
Lundin Links, where it passes no shops or random crossing
needs. Similarly, the B942 through Colinsburgh is 20mph.
This route is used as the most direct route for those of us
that live in Pittenweem or eastwards. Surely this already creates precedence.
The A917 through Crail is fraught with danger points for
most of its length, including Kirkmay Road junction, the
school, the roundabout where a lot of people need to cross
all roads, the shopping stretch including nose-in parking, the
Shoregate junction where many strangers slow right down
to take in information, the several blind junctions, and the
stretch of road at Orchard Park, where parked cars mean a
precarious overtake into a blind corner. They talk about
safely and efficiently moving traffic through Crail, surely a
20mph speed limit is one way to achieve this.
David Mann

Crail in Bloom Coffee Morning

Many thanks to all who came to the fund raising Coffee Morning. It is wonderful to see such support. The total raised was
£447.50 which will help a great deal in the purchase of plants. Many thanks to the volunteers who come and worked at the
Coffee Morning. Without them we wouldn't be able to run such a thing. Since the Coffee Morning we have had more donations. The cost of plants continues to rise along with everything else so donations are much appreciated. Crail in Bloom hope
you are all enjoying the spring tubs? The tulips will soon be out to add to the displays. There are also more of the fund raising
cards available. Contact Kate on 451820.

SHARED PATH social event in KINGSBARNS

On Saturday 27th April you are invited to a fun and inspiring afternoon for the Crail to St Andrews Shared Path project.
The Shared Path is a proposed new off-the-road route between St Andrews and Crail, supported by the Sustrans Community
Links fund. Launched by a group of enthusiastic local residents and Councillors, the project is being stewarded by Transition
St Andrews Community Interest Company and Crispin Hayes Associates. One proposed route that the Path may follow is
along the old railway from Crail north to Boarhills, and from there along new routes to the east of the A917.
The event on 27th April is a chance to find out all about the proposed route with information and presentations throughout the
day, as well as to meet other people who are involved or interested in the project. Drop-in anytime throughout the afternoon,
12.00pm-3.00pm. You’ll be able to hear what others have been sharing of their experiences along the route – and are invited
to contribute your own responses and ideas. With information stalls, electric bikes to try, entertainment and refreshments, it’s
an opportunity to connect with what the Path project wants to achieve – creating opportunities for more of us to travel carfree, and enjoy even more of what this part of Fife has to offer.
You can find out all the details and register your interest here.
And on top of this, you’re invited to join a group bike ride. Two groups will be leaving from Crail and St Andrews to meet at
Kingsbarns. Separate registration is required if you’d like to take part, which you can do using the Comments Form, here:
bit.ly/sharedpath
There are a limited number of electric bikes available to use in the group rides, which you can reserve when you register if
you wish.
If you have enquiries about the event or the Shared Path project, you can email: sharedpath@eco-consultancy.co.uk

Easter Art Exhibition
Kirk Hall
Marketgate
Crail

Friday 19 April 10am-4pm
Saturday 20 April 2pm - 5pm
Sunday 21 April 12.30pm - 5pm
Monday 22 April 10am - 3pm
Free Entry refreshments and raffle

Crail Matters

We continue to need funds. If you have already donated, then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a donation?
You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-26-28, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to ‘Crab Publishing’ given
to any member of the Editorial Board or posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail, KY10 3XN. Many thanks. A special
note of thanks to the kind donors who deposited substantial amounts in the collecting can in Crail Pharmacy.
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The Crail
Seagull

As the wind was from the East last week, I took a trip to
Rosyth to have a close up sneaky peak at HMS Queen Elizabeth that sailed past Fluke Dub. Unfortunately, I was spotted
by Dan Casey, a Drone Pilot (Celebrity Antiques Road Trip)
who managed to snap me. ‘Seagull Cleared for Landing’. This
ship looks even more impressive close up! I suppose I was
lucky not to have been shot down, they may have thought I
was a Russian Spy.
A relative of mine has made the headlines after he was trapped
in netting and this led to the closure of a large part of Bristol
city centre. The RSPCA called Avon Fire and Rescue to help
as Gullible had got himself tangled in the netting four floors
up (what a dumpling). Parts of Badwin Street and St Augustine's Parade were blocked off as fire crews used ladders to
reach him. The kind Fire Crew managed to release him. It’s
reassuring to know that all humans don’t hate us.
P.S.– the netting was undamaged.
Did you know that Steve Grimmond, the Chief Executive of
Fife Council, was paid £196,982 last year? The gossipy sparrow told me so it must be true. And here I am, content at Fluke Dub, happy with anything that’s thrown my way. If you take pension contributions into account, even half of that would fill a lot of potholes wouldn’t it!! And what are Chief Executive Officers
for? Recent research suggests they contribute little to the ‘value’ of their organisations.

The Kirkcaldy Links Market is returning to the Esplanade on Wednesday 17th April.
Opening times are:
• Wednesday 17 April 2019 2.00pm to 10.30pm
• Thursday 18 April 2019 1.00pm to 10.30pm
• Friday 19 April 2019 1.00pm to 11.00pm
• Saturday 20 April 2019 1.00pm to 11.00pm
• Sunday 21 April 2019 1.00pm to 9.00pm
• Monday 22 April 2019 1.00pm to 10.00pm

Crail Parish Church of Scotland

(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)

Linked with St Ayle

Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035, or email
(intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Session Clerk: Helen Armitage 450516
Interim Moderator: Rev Brian Oxburg
Chat bite in Crail is every Wednesday 10 - 12.00 in the Kirk hall
Stepping stone coffee morning every Tuesday 10.00 - 11.30 at St Ayles@Anstruther
Service at St Ayle on the 14th April is at Cellardyke at 9.45 am
Crail Art Group Easter Art Exhibition: Will be in the Kirk Hall from Friday 19th April 10am-4pm, Sat: 2pm-5pm, Sun: 12:305pm & Mon: 10am-3pm.
The Easter Coffee Morning is on Saturday 20th April in the Kirk Hall 10am to 12 noon. Offers of baking and items for the raffle
would be greatly appreciated. For more information contact Helen 450516 or Patricia 451571
Easter Day at Kingsbarns Church Family Service at 9.45 am, All welcome. The church will be open in the afternoon from 2.004.00pm Come to enjoy the peace and beauty on this special day. Afternoon tea will be served in the vestry by Friends of the
Church. Donations to church funds SCO 12192

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing
2019: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John Wilson
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