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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.
Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
EDF Meeting

A representative of EDF, Ms Fiona Grubb, will speak at the next Community Council Meeting - 29 April
7.15pm Town Hall. She will speak before the meeting proper, and will provide a short update on current
progress of the project; she will take questions. This is an important meeting for members of the Crail
community to find out about the EDF Wind Farm project.

ATTENTION ALL
BOOKWORMS

Ruthie's next Book Bonanza at
Crail Town Hall 18-19 May.
Further details with guest stallholders to follow later. If you
are decluttering when springcleaning any donations welcome, preferably brought in on
the day. Proceeds to animal
welfare charities in memory of
a special friend Twinkle - its
coming up to the 4th anniversary of her
death but family friends and
fans are celebrating
that
Twinkle's "Girl
in a Million"
CD should be
on sale by the
time you read
this.

Crail Matters

We continue to need funds. If
you have already donated, then
thank you. If you haven’t, will
you consider making a donation? You can make a bank
transfer to sort code 83-26-28,
Account No. 15518709, or by
cheque payable to ‘Crab Publishing’ given to any member of
the Editorial Board or posted to
Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness,
Crail, KY10 3XN. Many
thanks. A special note of
thanks to the kind donors
who deposited substantial
amounts in the collecting can
in Crail Pharmacy.

1

CRAIL MUSEUM
AND HERITAGE
CENTRE

Singing for the Memory
and Music and Movement
for people with Dementia and their Carers at
Kilrenny Parish Church Hall

MUSEUM OPENING TIMES

4th May - 27th May: Weekends and Public Holidays.
Guided Walks: Sundays
1st June - 27th October: Daily
Guided Walks: Wednesdays and Sundays
Monday - Saturdays: 11am - 4pm
Sundays: 1.30pm - 4pm
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always
gratefully received.
Guided Walks
It is not a difficult walk but there is a steep hill down to and up
from the harbour.
Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm start, walks usually
lasts 1.5 - 2 hours.
Adults £3.00 Children (10 - 17) £1.00

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays
Singing for Memory
Music and Movement
29 May
8 May
31 July
12 June
28 August
11 September
25 September
13 November
30 October
11 December
27 November

CRAIL COMMUNITY CHOIR
The choir meets on Monday 29 April
at 7.30 pm in the KIRK HALL

Contact your Fife Councillor?
Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Crail Mobile Post Office Service
Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

Join us on our 10 year anniversary
Cycle ride on:
Sunday 2nd June 2019
Start 10am - Kellie Castle

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

For more information contact E. Gilmour
eastneukkfr@hotmail.com
www.enfr.org.uk

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Mobile Library
The mobile library calls at Marketgate every 2nd Thursday.

Useful Emergency Numbers

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Crail Hospital Car Service
Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive
because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think
of standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the
health centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy
hospital that you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new
to Crail and don’t know many people yet. That bit of help
is there and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service If you could do with that bit of help, ring.
01333 450096.
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Letter to the Editor
Ladies & Gentlemen.
With appropriate respect to both
Julie Middleton and David Mann
in terms of their letters to the editor as they appear in today's (April
15th) edition of Crail Matters they
make the largely laudable point
that excessive speed by vehicular
traffic through Crail increases the
likelihood of serious even potentially fatal accidents. However the
paramount issue of which neither
makes mention is the need to enforce conformity to the set limits.
It is all very well to urge the imposition of even more draconian
restrictions; one can put up all
manner of signs, flashing displays
or whatever but these are unlikely
to deter the increasing number of
road users who already ignore
whole chapters of the statutory
Highway Code from the relatively
trivial misuse of fog-lights
through ignorance of priorities at
roundabouts, mini or otherwise to
bullying abuse of oncoming priorities.
The delinquent "me first" brigade
with its very mobile phones will
only be tamed by being caught
and punished.
From the vantage point of my traditional roadside kitchen window
looking out onto a wealth of decorative 20mph indicators I observe that most of the speeding
vehicles are driven by badly navigated holiday-makers and other
visitors - but not all: some belong
to Crailers of 2nd or more generations!
Yours
John Clayton

James Stormonth, transport artist and keen historian, will talk about the
key role played by the Firth of Forth during World WAr 1. The talk will be
illustrated by his own paintings that cover the period from 3 August 1914
to 21 November 1918, looking at incidents and ships invovled during this
period. A must for people who love the history of the local area.
April 30
Doors open 7.00, Talk starts at 7.30
Tea/Coffee available
Coastline Community Church
21 Session Street, Pittenweem KY10 2QL
£5.00
Available from the Library or at the door

Notice to Fishermen

OFFSHORE SITE INVESTIGATION WORKS
Horizon Geosciences will be performing site investigation works on behalf ICOL.
The site investigation works consist of geotechnical investigations which are currently
ongoing. Geophysical survey works are likely to commence in mid-May. Currently
geotechnical work is being undertaken by the Horizon Geobay, who have been working
on the site since early April. Depending on weather, this survey is expected to complete in mid-June. During the geotechnical
works the vessel will be visiting specific locations on site to sample. At each location, the vessel will hold station on ducted propellers for up to 48 hours with seabed sampling equipment deployed and therefore will have restricted ability to manoeuvre, all
vessels are requested to remain 500 m clear. The vessel will be displaying the relevant RAM lights and displays during periods
of restricted manoeuvrability. Currently, fishing gear has been requested to be removed from the whole Development Area. Initially, it was proposed that sections of the site would be opened up once geotechnical works had completed. It is now proposed
that in order to minimise disruption and avoid requesting fishing gear to be removed a second time, the area will remain closed.
REQUESTS TO FISHERMEN Fishermen are requested to:
1. Avoid deploying static gear in the Development Area or two buffer areas as there is a high risk of gear conflicts from the
survey vessel(s) present until further notice;
2. Ensure that any deployed gear anywhere in the vicinity of the project is clearly marked with dhan buoys (or similar) and PLN
identifier;
3. Refrain from contacting the masters of any the survey vessels;
4. For contact with the vessels, fishermen are requested to contact the duty OFLO with any queries via InchCapeOFLO@sff.co.uk
or Duty Telephone 07955 820651;
5. Retain records of where gear is deployed and what it is marked with and confirm those details to the duty OFLO so that gear
can be avoided during port calls and transits from location to location during hours of darkness/ reduced visibility;
6. Supply your contact details to InchCapefisheries@sff.co.uk in order to be added to the NTF distribution list; and
7. Email InchCapefisheries@sff.co.uk to register your interest in being trained as an FIR or OFLO.
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WILD CRAIL for 19 and 25 April
Will Cresswell,
with Photographs by John Anderson

There were lots of sandwich terns passing Balcomie and Fife Ness on the 13th. I counted 9 off Balcomie Beach at one point.
They were in Fife the week before but these were my first and the 13th must have been their major arrival. It isn’t the summer
without the screech of a sandwich tern. There were also over 20 long-tailed duck out from Balcomie Beach: they will be on their
way north soon. I also had my first shelduck of the year. The usual pair are back in the bays just to the north of Balcomie Beach.
I think they are successful breeders there every two or three years so I wish them luck for this year.
The wind continued from the southeast for most of last week but without bringing any warmer weather or many more migrants.
I only had my first willow warbler singing in an unenthusiastic manner in Kilrenny on the 14th – perhaps concentrating more on
getting its condition back after arriving the night before, rather than thinking about its territory. As our climate gets warmer and
spring gets earlier, there is more of a danger of migrants arriving later than the best time start nesting (so their chicks are being
fed at the peak of insect abundance in a few weeks’ time), but I don’t think this will be a problem this spring. Scottish springs
are usually slow to get going anyway so this is thought to be more of a problem for English birds.
Hoopoe
I saw a hoopoe on my way to work on the 17th. If
Hoopoe
ever there was a rare bird made to be identified from
a moving car, it is a flying hoopoe – a big strikingly
patterned butterfly of a bird. We had just passed the
kirk at Boarhills and the Balmashie cottages on the
corner when a bird flying up from the stone wall or
the verge by the road caught my eye. A hoopoe, at
eye level as we passed. It banked up and flew briefly
beside the car before heading over into the field behind the wall. Only two seconds worth but I can still
see it burnished into my mind: Africa, Italy and
Cyprus brought to the East Neuk that morning. The
hoopoe will be an overshooting migrant that flew a
bit further than intended the night before. They are
common in the south of Europe and they are familiar
to anyone who has a summer holiday around the
Mediterranean. They are shy but like gardens, parks
and orchards so are often seen on the irrigated lawns
or golf courses around resort hotels, very noticeable
as they fly away like my bird last week, with their
bold black and white stripes. If you get lucky and see one on the ground they are very endearing, picking daintily about with
their very long curved bill and frequently flicking up their long crest like a cockatoo. They are pretty rare in Scotland. A few turn
up each year and we have had a couple in the Crail area in the last 16 years. I missed them both: April 5th 2014 in a Pinkerton
garden, and March 23rd 2011 in a Marketgate garden (only 150m from my house!). They get noticed and identified by nonbirders but they don’t hang around. I put mine out on the grapevine immediately and John Anderson was out looking for it within
the hour, but it wasn’t seen again that day. Still, third time lucky
for me and I have it at last for my Crail list – now up to 228
Blackcap
species. Spring is truly here.
The wind went a little bit more southerly on the 18th with the
airflow coming up from Europe, rather than just east across the
North Sea. The temperature went up by eight degrees and I saw
my first swallow of the summer over Kilrenny. In Denburn there
were willow warblers singing and my first blackcaps – like the
first willow warbler of a few days before, feeding like new arrivals and barely singing. And later, my first whimbrel, flying
over my garden calling briefly from the evening sky. I whistled
back but it was already on its way north-west, in a hurry. If you
are a whimbrel you can really move – it might have been in
Iberia the day before and be in Iceland the next.
There was a black redstart reported from Kilminning on the 18th so I was down there early the following morning. I wasn’t very
optimistic – they can be hard to find down on the rocky shore down there. But it was a perfect spring morning with bright
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sunshine, no wind and the temperature climbing. And there were three northern wheatears on the rocks and three barn swallows
overhead. The 18th and 19th were perfect migration conditions: there were more wheatears around the airfield and later, swallows
all the way between Crail and St Andrews
More great migration weather and more great migrants arrived on the 20th. A flock of sand martin over Kilminning,
Black Redstart
my first house martins over Crail, lots of northern
wheatears in the bare earth fields around Crail (one at Balcomie had at least 5 in it), barn swallows now everywhere
and more willow warblers. No sign of the yellow wagtails
back at Barnsmuir yet though – the fields are better habitat
than last year, although not so damp, so I’m reasonably
hopeful for them breeding again this year, if they return.
Another black redstart was found out at the cottages at
Balcomie and I managed to connect with this one. It was
feeding in a recently irrigated bit of potato field, using a
low stone wall on the edge to fly down for insects on the
ground. It was fairly shy and I had to sit in the adjacent
sheep field for about an hour before it came relatively
close. It was a female type – pretty much all sooty grey apart from its dark red tail. This might be an adult female, or it might be
a young male. Some males stay looking like first years even when they breed for the first time. There was also a common redstart
found at Kilminning, atypically out in the open, on the wire
fence by the SWT sign. I got there too late – I suspect it had
Common Redstart
retreated into some more typical wooded habitat.
The wheatears and the black redstart had moved on by the
21st – the potato field at Balcomie just had a few skylarks in
it - but the common redstart was still at Kilminning. It was
still using the fence as it main perch to feed from, but in the
south-west corner along the edge of the airfield. I hadn’t
checked there the day before. Once I was looking in the right
corner it was obvious, a handsome male, flying down from
the fence to pick up insects from the grassy tarmac below.
Common redstarts are a bit hit and miss around Crail – there
are one or two most springs and autumns but miss one at your
peril – it might be the only one for the year. They are one of
my favourite chats and seeing one in a mossy, west coast oak
forest where its blues, reds and whites really contrast is always a highlight. And the redstart today transformed the decaying fence and crumbling tarmac of the airfield.
Although some of the passage migrants had
gone on the 21st, there were more willow
warblers in and more of them singing, and I
heard my first sedge warbler at Kilminning.
In the afternoon I checked the field outside of
Crail where the yellow wagtails have been
breeding for the last three years and, sure
enough, there was a male perched on a telephone pole. Not quite singing but calling vigorously before disappearing down into a
tramline in the low winter wheat quite close
to where one of the nests was last year. I let
the farmer know and although it is early days,
it is a good sign of hopefully another breeding
year for the only yellow wagtails in Fife. They
breed in a very busy site, next to the main road
to Anstruther and with lots of farm workers
walking by on their way and back to the Crail
co-op. I don’t think they are very susceptible
to disturbance but they are probably best left
to themselves for the next two weeks until
nesting gets established.

Yellow Wagtail
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We are confident that we have assembled a superb programme for our 2019 Festival (17-27 July). As in previous years we would like to invite local residents to
help us make the Festival a big success. You can do this either by making a financial contribution as a Friend of the Festival or by volunteering just a little of
your time. A note about volunteering has already appeared in Crail Matters, with an invitation to meet us socially and for more
information in the Kirk Hall on 27 April from 4 to 6 pm. More publicity about this gathering will appear around the village.
\Becoming a ‘Friend of Crail Festival’. New Friends can do this by sending a donation along with a copy of the donation form
below: Friends from recent years will receive a personal invitation to renew their friendship. As a small thank you, Friends will
be invited to the Art Exhibition Preview and reception on 16 July at 7:30pm in the Town Hall.
We are sure you will enjoy this year’s programme, details of which will appear soon on our website, www.crailfestival.com.
Geoff Robinson for The Crail Festival Committee.
(The Royal Burgh of Crail Festival Society Trust (known as Crail Festival Society) is a Charity; Charity No SC020929)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Personal Ads
Park Run
Is there anyone who goes to the St. Andrews Park Run on Saturday morning and could give me an occasional lift? Please call
Jane 451351.
VW Roof bars
Pair of VW roof bars for Passat. Very good condition. Best offer to c/o crailmatters@gmail.com
Ian Gordon Sings Again.

This was indeed a major success in every way. We sent £600 to the Stroke association and the gig went down a storm. Everyone
arrived in party mood the singing and dancing started almost immediately. The songs were all old favourites, the third “Everyday”
was sung with such gusto by the revellers they nearly drowned out the band. Ian Gordon came on after the break to tumultuous
applause and did a marvellous job. Rock n’ roll from a wheelchair is a new one on me but the audience loved it. Well done lan
Gordon you surely can’t keep a good man down. The gig gave Ian an enormous lift and my thanks go out to everyone who supported this memorable event. Long live Rock n’ roll. I think everyone who attended would agree.
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New York City Half Marathon
On 17th March 2019 Peigi Muir, Trustee and Volunteer Co-ordinator of Crail Museum & Heritage
Centre, ran the New York City ½ Marathon in aide
of Museum funds. The total raised was £1,100.
Special thanks must go to all my friends and family, friends and volunteers of the Museum and also
Crail local businesses, in particular, James Aird,
East Neuk Hotel, Shell’s, J.B. Penman, Julia’s
Tearoom, Spowart’s Garage, Crail Pottery, Crail
Pharmacy, Crail Gallery, Green’s, Smoke Fired,
The Golf Hotel, Crail Fish & Chip Shop and The
Balcomie Links Hotel. Thanks also to The Anster
Allsorts, my running club, who helped me train
and provided great encouragement and support.

Crail Parish Church of Scotland

(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)

Linked with St Ayle

Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035,
or email
(intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Session Clerk: Helen Armitage 450516
Interim Moderator: Rev Brian Oxburg
Chat Bite: Every Wednesday in the Kirk Hall 10am-12pm
Stepping Stone coffee morning every Tuesday 10.00 11.30 at St Ayles@Anstruther
Kilrenny Church will be holding its annual May teas on
each Sunday afternoon in May from 2 – 4pm. Everyone
is cordially invited to catch up with friends and eat cake.
Christian Aid Cyclone Idai Appeal: I am glad to report
that we were able to send £339.00 to this recent appeal.
This will rise as a few people kindly gift aided their donation. This action is open to all who pay tax and costs you
nothing.
Christian Aid Week 2019: This year Christian Aid Week
runs from May 12th - May 18th. I will be running a Coffee
Morning on Saturday 11th May in the Kirk Hall in aid of
Christian Aid. I would be very grateful for any donations
of baking, raffle prizes or help making and serving the coffee. Thank You, Diana Brown (451790)
Karail: It is now that time of year again when articles for
the summer Karail are due. This magazine runs from the
beginning of June till the end of October. Previously you
have submitted articles on behalf of your committee or
event. Please send anything you wish to be included by
the 17th May.
Pastoral visits: As we now have no locum please let the
elders or myself (Helen) know if anyone requires a visit
especially where people have been admitted to hospital.
The Easter Coffee Morning raised £629.10 and we would
like to thank everyone who helped and supported us.
Next Service Sunday 5th May will be led by Revd E
Gilchrist.

For more information about Christian Aid week
please visit csweek.org

Crail British Legion Ladies Section
It is with regret that the decision has been taken to end
the monthly meetings due to the fall in numbers attending. We would like to thank everyone in the community who has supported us in the past.

Skeith Surgery

Routine GP appointments - appointments released Monday at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday morning for
the following week. Appointments released Wednesday at 2 pm for Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday the following week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month in advance.
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Community Council Notes
Our new website is https://crailcc.com/
Next Community Council Meeting
The next Community Council meeting will be
at 7.15pm 29 April in the Town Hall
AGENDA
Welcome
Apologies:
Approval of Minutes: 25 March 2019
Wind Farm Presentation: Fiona Grubb EDF Energy
Review of Action Summary:
Recycling Point – Cllr. B.P/Cllr. LH
Hen’s Ladder/Bankhead Brae – Cllr. JD
Butchers Close Surface – Cllr. L.H
Seagull Proof Bins – Cllr. L.H
Crail Crest for road signs – MT
Harbour Sand Bar – Cllr. B.P
Blue Bins at Harbour – Cllr. L.H.
Town Hall Key Holders – Cllr. B.P
Bin Outside Westgate Toilets – Cllr. L.H
Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Secretary’s Report
20 MPH Limit Throughout Crail
Common Good Fund
Crail Website, to replace About Crail
Fife Councilors Reports
AOCB

The Crail
Seagull

I’m on YouTube and I’m not happy! I’m supposed to be watching over some shooting game, - a shooting game, I ask you? How
inappropriate is that? I know that the shooters aren’t aiming at me but it could only be a matter of time before they run out of
other targets. I should let YouTube know that I’m supposed to be protected.
What a lovey Easter Weekend it was, lovely, warm sunshine although barely a breeze for me to glide on. The downside was, it
was very busy in Crail so I took myself back to Fluke Dub where
it was very peaceful. I had a bit of a panic when I saw some children having an Easter Egg Hunt but they didn’t come anywhere
near my nest. Not that they would have found anything there,
we haven’t started laying eggs yet. Our eggs are laid from the
beginning of May and a clutch usually consists of three eggs.
After three weeks our eggs begin to hatch and chicks can usually
be seen in June. They grow very quickly, I’m sure you’ve seen
some as big as adults but with brown speckled feathers (they
may be nearly as handsome as me one day!)

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing
2019: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John Wilson
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