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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.
Your Charrette still needs you!

While we wait for the final Charrette report that will launch us on our task of making things happen, it is the perfect time for
you to join the Crail Community Partnership. This is the organization set up to carry out the recommendations and priorities
identified by the Charrette: extending Denburn and the footpaths of Crail; looking after and improving the town’s public buildings
and areas; retaining and improving services and so on. Our ability to make things happen depends on us being an integral part
of the planning and development process. We come up with concrete ideas (the Charrette) and then because this reflects the real
wishes of Crail, it is taken seriously by local and national government, allowing us to shape development. But, we still need to
keep visibly demonstrating that what we put forward is what Crailers want. Nothing makes politicians or developers or any
stakeholders pay attention more than a lot of people speaking with common purpose. Having a lot of members of the Crail Community Partnership will help make the Charrette recommendations a reality. So far we have over 60 members – but having 200
or even more Crailers demonstrably behind any plan would be an unarguable major force to bring to any negotiation or planning
meeting. Download the form today from crailmatters.com, or use the form on the final page of this weeks issue. Life membership
costs only £5. No renewals, no further cost. Think of it as a Crail Future Bond. A lottery ticket for the future. A present for the
next generation. A subscription to the Crail Optimism Club. A force to be reckoned with.

Procession Route
Proclamation by the Lord Lyon and
Opening of the Doocot
Saturday 18 May
3.00pm
The adjacent map shows the route of the procession. It will begin at the harbour at 3.00pm when
the Lord Lyon will be welcomed to Crail by the
Community Council and the Preservation Society. Led by the City of St Andrews Pipe Band,
the procession will move Up Shoregate. along
the High Street then along Marketgate to the
Mercat Cross where the Lord Lyon will proclaim
the granting of Arms to the Community Council.
The procession will then go down Kirk Wynd to
the top of Nethergate, when the Lord Lyon will
open the newly refurbished Doocot and plant a
commemorative tree.
This is an important event for Crail, particularly
in view of the recently conducted Charrette. It
marks a sense of pride and continuity with
Crail’s past and the optimism and future potential to which the Charrette has contributed. The
Community Council and The Preservation Society hope that as many people as possible will
turn out to see the parade,join it if they wish and
hear the proclamation of the renewed status of
The Royal Burgh.
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URGENT STOP PRESS
Volunteer Stewards and a Volunteer Movie Director needed to
assist in the visit of the Lord Lyon. Please contact:
crailmatters@gmail.com
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Singing for the Memory
and Music and Movement
for people with Dementia and their Carers at
Kilrenny Parish Church Hall
1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays
Singing for Memory
Music and Movement
29 May
31 July
12 June
28 August
11 September
25 September
13 November
30 October
11 December
27 November

CRAIL COMMUNITY CHOIR
The choir meets on Monday 13 May at 7.30 pm in
the TOWN HALL

CRAIL MUSEUM
AND HERITAGE
CENTRE

MUSEUM OPENING TIMES

4th May - 27th May: Weekends and Public Holidays.
Guided Walks: Sundays
1st June - 27th October: Daily
Guided Walks: Wednesdays and Sundays
Monday - Saturdays: 11am - 4pm
Sundays: 1.30pm - 4pm
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always
gratefully received.
Guided Walks
It is not a difficult walk but there is a steep hill down to and up
from the harbour.
Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm start, walks usually
lasts 1.5 - 2 hours.
Adults £3.00 Children (10 - 17) £1.00

Contact your Fife Councillor?
Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Crail Mobile Post Office Service
Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

Join us on our 10 year anniversary
Cycle ride on:
Sunday 2nd June 2019
Start 10am - Kellie Castle

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

For more information contact E. Gilmour
eastneukkfr@hotmail.com
www.enfr.org.uk

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Mobile Library
The mobile library calls at Marketgate every 2nd Thursday.

Skeith Surgery

Routine GP appointments - appointments released Monday
at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday morning for
the following week. Appointments released Wednesday at 2
pm for Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday the following week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month in advance.

Crail Bowling Club
Coffee Morning on Sat 18th May in the Clubhouse,
Kirkmay Rd at 10 am. Usual Stalls.
Our club has now opened for the season and we welcome new
members or anyone wishing to try bowls. Single gametickets
are available.
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Useful Emergency Numbers

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Crail Hospital Car Service
Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive
because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think
of standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the
health centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy
hospital that you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new
to Crail and don’t know many people yet. That bit of help
is there and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service If you could do with that bit of help, ring.
01333 450096.

WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell,
with Photographs by John Anderson
Intriguingly, on the 4th, at Barnsmuir Farm there was a male yellow
wagtail in the usual field, and then twenty minutes later, 1.5 km away
at Third Part on the other side of Barnsmuir, a second male yellow
wagtail. This second bird then flew a further 300 metres towards Kilrenny before landing in a wheat field. I hope this means that the yellow
wagtails are expanding. No sign of any females yet and this might be
the male roving because none have turned up, but I will keep my fingers crossed. They are very inconspicuous despite their bright colour
and it is only their flight calls that get them noticed, so I am likely to
be missing them.

Yellow Wagtail

Kilminning was very quiet that morning but all of the action was down
on the shore at Balcomie at high tide in the afternoon. I had a white
wagtail among the pied wagtails in a feeding frenzy as huge numbers
of seaweed
flies were emerging. There were a lot of waders: I reliably counted over
20 whimbrels and I think there may well have been between 30 and 40.
There was a flock of 12 just on Balcomie Beach with a single curlew
standing among them like their big brother. Other waders included 15
purple sandpipers, and small flocks of sanderling, turnstone, dunlin and
White Wagtail
ringed plover.

But the big highlight was a great skua. It’s not unusual
at this time of year to have one or two passing by Crail
or Fife Ness, but this one was on the rocky shore at Balcomie tucking into a herring gull it had just killed. I put
it up as I approached on the coast path, but it landed back
on the gull almost immediately. I sat down barely 10 metres from it to watch. My last “great” skuas were in
Antarctica, although they are split into a couple of different species there. This one was a mess for identificaGreat Skua
tion – extremely worn plumage (it has missed a moult)
and extremely, almost uniformly dark, very reminiscent
of the brown skuas I was watching last month. It will be
a great skua though – I expect they have a dark phase
like the other skua species. Great skuas are usually a bit
more wary than this bird - except when they are nesting, when they will vigorously mob people that get too close. It is fairly
scary having such a big bird flying directly at you at full speed and you get the message very quickly. So this was one of my
closest (comfortable) views of a great skua. I sat there for 30 minutes, enjoying it particularly when it flew about a bit, passing
over my head at only a few metres. The whimbrels and herring gulls that were also on the shore all flew up every time the skua
did: I don’t blame them after watching it hammering into the herring gull corpse like an eagle.
The following day, on the 5th, the best place to be again was down at Balcomie Beach. The seaweed flies were coming out in
droves attracting a flock of pied wagtail and among them, one or two yellow wagtails and up to four white wagtails. I was
checking the flock for white wagtails when one flew up making the ‘tsip’ call of a yellow wagtail. It headed off towards Fife
Ness. Five minutes later I picked it up, or a second yellow wagtail, in the same flock. Yellow wagtails turn up in odd habitats
like most migrants: if there is food anywhere along the migration route then the habitat is suitable. Predation risk might then put
a bird off from a novel habitat, but if there are lots of other birds of the same or similar species around then any risk will be
diluted. The seaweed piles at Balcomie were obviously working for a lot of migrants: the wagtails, a few northern wheatears, a
flock of turnstone, starlings, meadow pipits and a small flock of swallows, hawking low enough that they could have been snatching the flies directly off the seaweed. Some of the whimbrels of the day before were still about on the rocky shore: I probably
saw only about 15 around on the 5th. A black-tailed godwit was with one group - perhaps the same bird as last week.
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Despite easterly winds blowing from central Europe the first three days of last
week and then heavy rain overnight on Tuesday and all day on Wednesday there
was nothing at all new in on Thursday the 9th. Kilminning had common
whitethroats and blackcaps singing but they were the summer resident birds;
there was a willow warbler nest building, picking up dried grass stems from
the ground. Balcomie Beach still had a couple of white wagtails, some whimbrels and turnstones and a single northern wheatear. That evening, after it
warmed up a bit during the day, there was a swift at least. My first for Crail for
the year. Last year the first was on the 5th of May but most didn’t arrive until
the 8th. So this year’s arrival is not much later.

Turnstone

ATTENTION ALL BOOKWORMS
You should have had the dates in your diary already, but if you
had your nose in a book, I can forgive you.
Yes its next weekend BOOK BONANZA in the Town Hall, Saturday and Sunday 18th-19th May, all day both
days 10-am-5pm.
Sadly my usual Crafts stall will be on holiday
and my Tombola Team who have moved to
the next village may not be present either.
However, may I take this opportunity to thank
”The Family who lived at the end of Castle
Street” for all their support over the past few
years. (It sounds like the title of an award winning children’s
literature classic from the golden age but we’ve had up to 3 generations of the family and visiting Uncles all roped in cheerfully
helping - hardly surprising they have moved away as they probably need a rest!)
Thanks also to all those who have given me a nice selection of
donated books for the charity table - feel free to drop more off
any time over the weekend. On my tables I shall have the usual
selection of pre-loved books, some almost new, and old and current favourites.
As always, a special welcome for those who are In Denial that
they like books or who haven’t “come out” and don’t like to be
seen purchasing kidlit as we call it. There is absolutely no need
for anyone to be embarrassed but for those who ARE, I can
promise you absolute discretion, (I used to have a Saturday job

Karail Magazine

It is now that time of year again when articles for the summer Karail are due. This magazine runs from the beginning
of June till the end of October. Please send anything you
wish to be included by the 17th May to:
heatheraird@btinternet.com

EAST NEUK BOOK GROUP
We meet in the Cocoa Tree, Pittenweem. Come along and
join us! All welcome We will be discussing the following
books on the first Thursday of every month. Discussion
starts at 6pm but pop in from 5.30pm and have a chat over
a coffee or hot chocolate. £1 payable on the night.
If you would like any further information or would like to
join our mailing list, please contact Coral
coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk
Thursday 6 June
Anne Youngson
Meet me at the Museum
Thursday 4th July
Rose Tremain
The Gustav Sonata
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on Boots Personal Requisites counter) - just wait until no
other customers around, point quickly to the Jennings or
Malory Towers title you fancy, and your purchase can be
quietly and quickly wrapped in plain brown wrapper and
we can maintain the fiction that it is a gift for a distant
young relative. Equally welcome are hopeless addicts like
myself, we offer free counselling, latest gossip from the collecting world and details of who is going to which author
society AGM plus some titles you would probably like - all
at a mere £1 per vol (unless of course certain collectors from
the next village call round for a preview first).
IMPORTANT NOTE A little bird (no NOT the Crail Seagull) told me there will be another event on the Saturday afternoon. I try not to overlap into others’ ads in Crail
Matters, suffice to say that at the time of writing this I am
having a few worries about Transport. Therefore if that
morning you see a parade heading down from the Putting
Green towards the Golf hotel this could be ME and friends
with my fleet of suitcases-on-wheels crammed with book
goodies and NOT the official procession - so please check
the route and exact timings carefully before you line the
streets or start waving flags or complaining that you cant
hear the Band. I have always thought the dear little white
C16th building would be ideal for storing/selling books and
rather fancied myself running Crail’s Boo-kot but I shall
tactfully keep my opinion to myself and listen carefully to
the Proclamation from the first floor of the Town Hall.

Greens of Crail - reusing plastic

The scallop tubs which are quite well made and are ideal for salmon are available if anyone would prefer a reusable tub
instead of a plastic bag - please ask. Also if anyone wishes to bring in there own plastic tubs for haddock there is no issue
as it can simply be tared on the scales.
thanks Clem at Greens`

Crail Food Festival 8th- 9th June 2019
This year’s event will be limited to Crail Community Hall, Crail
Kirk Hall and Beechwalk Park. The event, for this year only, will be
free, although there will be a charge for car parking. The only cones
to be seen should be those lining St Andrews Road, within the town,
for safety reasons.
It is still a festival for Crail and our theme is “Picnic”. The Community Hall will have a range of producers, many of whom will be encouraged to sell produce suitable for a picnic. In addition we will
have a variety of ‘streetfood’ vendors and we will provide a map of
suitable spots for a picnic around the town, including Beechwalk
Park itself. The Legion Hall will be an alternative eating venue,
should the weather be unkind. We have a plan for a food trail to include all food outlets in Crail between the Community Hall and the
Harbour. This will also include some of the more interesting buildings in Crail. Their will be a variety of entertainment. All we need is
weather like we had last year!

-

Bring a rug or picnic chairs for a Family, Friends, Food and Fun day
out! Or just buy from our Producers’ Market and the shops in Crail
We still need some local people to join our
Volunteer Group for the weekend. We can’t
promise you a ‘gilet jaune’ but we can supply
a yellow polo shirt – and it is good fun as
well! If you can help please contact David
Jerdan on 01333 450797 or email at david.jerdan@gmail.com

Crail Folk Club
Thursday 23rd May Crail Town Hall 8pm BYOB
£8 and features our first guests from Holland - THE
LASSES.
The Lasses (NL) return to the folk clubs of Scotland
Sophie Janna and Margot Merah sing together like
sisters. Songs from the Celtic and American traditions and beautiful original songs are brought with
clear voices, heavenly harmonies and full hearts. The
Lasses specialize in strong stories that speak to audiences now as much as when the songs were first
written. With honest, effective arrangements on
bodhrán and guitar, the beautiful blend of the
women’s voices takes the center stage.
In November 2017 The Lasses did their first tour in
Scotland, playing renowned folk clubs like the ones
in Edinburgh, Dunfermline and Falkirk as well as some beautiful and intimate house concerts. By popular request they
return to Scotland in May. This spring tour will bring them to Glasgow, Stonehaven, Crail and beyond.
Check our website for more information and tickets - www.crailfolkclub.org.uk and/or our Facebook Page for some clips
of the Lasses live.
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Denburn Dispatches

A lot of hard work is being done at Denburn by our brilliant
group of volunteers. The burn has been re-routed into one
fork where it starts to go under the road, as the other was
silted up. This is now being cleared. The retaining
stonework has been exposed and it all looks a picture, as
you can see. This has taken months of labour, but worth it.
Up at the top of the right hand path as you go into Denburn
a patch of soggy ground is being transformed into a bog garden. Made sense, as we already had the bog! More planting

to do but it's a start. Many thanks to Eira, who made the border with large stones and to Margaret and Andy who dug it
over, added gravel and started the planting.
The wood is thick with bluebells and alive with birdsong.
If you don't go regularly already, do go and take a walk
through.
As always, we meet on the 1st Saturday of the month at
10am and if you want to volunteer, tea, coffee and chocolate
biscuits are provided.

The Crail
Seagull

The New Guide on Castle Walk

Recycling
Grey Bin - Paper, Card and Cardboard collected every 4
weeks.
Green Bin - Plastics, Metal and Cartons collected every 4
weeks - NO plastic bags, cling film, bubble wrap,
polystyrene
Brown Bin - Food and Garden waste collected every 2
weeks
Blue Bin - Non recyclable waste
Special Uplifts
Fife council provide a special uplift service to collect bulky
household items. This includes fridges, freezers, furniture
and more. To arrange a special uplift call the Recycling
Helpline on 03451 550022 between 8.00am and 6.00pm
Monday to Friday.
The cost of a special uplift is £15 per uplift for a limited
number of items. Extra items may incur an extra charge.
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Oh no! My favourite pitch in Crail has been compromised!
I love sitting on the roof opposite Crail Fishbar, it helps to
see who is buying
what and see if it’s
worth while following them but, look
what’s happened –
someone has strung a
lot of old CDs from
one lum to the other.
They sparkle in the
sun and sway in the
breeze so it’s putting
me off sitting there. I
wonder what they
are: Sydney Devine,
Bay City Rollers?
Who knows? Perhaps
the cheeky robin will
nip up and have a
look.
By the way – look at
the size of that pothole! Fife Council
must be waiting until
it’s as big as the one
that was outside the
Town Hall and worthwhile sending a squad to fix it.

We are confident that we have assembled a superb programme for our 2019 Festival (17-27 July). As in previous years we would like to invite local residents to
help us make the Festival a big success. You can do this either by making a financial contribution as a Friend of the Festival or by volunteering just a little of
your time. A note about volunteering has already appeared in Crail Matters.
\Becoming a ‘Friend of Crail Festival’. New Friends can do this by sending a donation along with a copy of the donation form
below: Friends from recent years will receive a personal invitation to renew their friendship. As a small thank you, Friends will
be invited to the Art Exhibition Preview and reception on 16 July at 7:30pm in the Town Hall.
We are sure you will enjoy this year’s programme, details of which will appear soon on our website, www.crailfestival.com.
Geoff Robinson for The Crail Festival Committee.
(The Royal Burgh of Crail Festival Society Trust (known as Crail Festival Society) is a Charity; Charity No SC020929)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Personal Ads
Park Run
Is there anyone who goes to the St. Andrews Park Run on Saturday morning and could give me an occasional lift? Please call
Jane 451351.
VW Roof bars
Pair of VW roof bars for Passat. Very good condition. Best offer to c/o crailmatters@gmail.com

Crail Matters

We continue to need funds. If you have already donated, then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a donation?
You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-26-28, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to ‘Crab Publishing’ given
to any member of the Editorial Board or posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail, KY10 3XN. Many thanks. A special
note of thanks to the kind donor who gave a donation at the Community Council.
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Dunbar’s East Beach to import sand
from Crail?
The once-picturesque sandy beach at Dunbar has lost
huge amounts of sand to the tides in recent years.
Now, planning permission has been given for a
scheme which aims to reinvigorate the beach, which
used to be a magnet for tourists.
Mr Hampshire, the local authority’s spokesman for environment said: “We have been working on this project for some time, trying to get a method where we
can attract sand back onto the beach again.
The consultants who have been looking at it have
taken some time to come up with this option: a redesign of the groyne and two breakwaters to prevent
[the damage caused] when we have a large sea coming
in; it damages the main wall and drags sand off the
beach. These breakwaters are supposed to prevent that
from happening.
If we can get sand onto the beach, it should stay.”
Mr Hampshire said time had been taken to find the design most likely to boost the beach. But he added:
“There are no guarantees – we are fighting against nature here.” Mr Hampshire told community councillors

he was hopeful work could
start early summer. Discussions have been ongoing for more than five
years regarding what can
be done to try to turn the
clock back and see the
beach looking as it did in
the past.
Previous suggestions have
included bringing sand
across from Crail and St
Monans in Fife. Mr Hampshire said that had not been
ruled out – and every option would be explored –
but it would prove really
expensive.
A spokeswoman for East
Lothian Council said they
were not yet in a position
to reveal the cost of the
scheme.

Community Council Notes
Our new website is
https://crailcc.com/
Next Community Council
Meeting 7.15pm 27th May in the
Town Hall
Tree Cutting Beechwalk Park
The Community Council have been informed by
Fife Council that 3 trees in Beechwalk Park require to be felled, 15 trees required to be pruned
and there are 3 trees in a healthy condition that
do not require any works. This action is due to
complaints by local residents. The work is to be
charged to Crail Common Good Account.
Strengthening Local Communities
The recent publication of ‘Strengthening Community Councils’ report is available on the Crail
Community Council Website.
20 mph limit in Crail
There have been a number of requests to have a
20mph limit imposd on all the roads in Crail.
Due to the High Street being an A Class road the
Community Council has been informed that it
was unlikely to receive a 20mph limit. There
would need to be evidence of accidents or serious speeding for a 20mph limit.
Harbour Sand Bar
Removal of the harbour sand bar has not yet
been completed but it is on the harbour works
list for finishingbefore the end of the financial
year.
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Well I never!!

-

-

-

Easter Art Exhibition

Another wonderful exhibition (21st) saw 295 visitors popped into
the Kirk Hall over Easter weekend to admire and purchase paintings and cards to the value of £2041.75. 10% of this is added to
monies from teas, donations and raffle making £470.55, after deducting £150.00 for Crail Art Group, the remainder is given to
Church funds in lieu of the rental costs of the Kirk Hall - £320.55.
This year the painting kindly donated by Diana Brown for the
raffle was a pastel of 'Auchmithie Coastguard Cottages' near Arbroath and was done by her late mother - Joan Lough Donaldson
- and was won by Professor Anne Magurran of St. Andrews.
Thank you to all who visited our exhibition and to numerous people who helped in so many ways to once again make it such success. Crail Art Group is now taking a break until September but
look out for publicity of our November exhibition of infrared
paintings, crafts and cards.
Any questions contact 01333450805 Auriol Wood

Found

A small charm found in Legion Hall. Contact 01333450805

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We
reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2019:
Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John Wilson
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Yet More Crail
Seagull!!

Did you hear about what happened last Friday? One of my distant relatives was making a visit to Crail and rather unfortunately landed on a spike on Nethergate, and got trapped. A kind human phoned the SSPCA, who came out, as did the Fire
Service from Methil, and rescued him, taking him off to a bird hospital near Glasgow. What fantastic service and well done
SSPCA!!! I wonder if the NHS would be as good?
I took a brief trip out to May last week. I’ve got family there and I was plannig on maybe spending a couple of days looking
at the Puffins. The weather wa so bad it just wasn’t worth staying. I wonder if this is a fortaste of summer?
I’m worried that there will be a heap of blackbirds and thrushes selling the Big Issue around Flook Dub. Although the
hedges and verges along the road to the golf course look neat and tidy, I really don’t think May is the right time to be cutting
things back. However, it’s good to see that the rusty old post on the one track road has been replaced with a shiny new one.
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Membership Forms and remittances can be returned to the
Membership Secretary at:
Membership Secretary,
Crail Community Partnership,
17 Pinkerton Road,
Crail, KY10 3UB

or
arrange for collection by corresponding with the Membership Secretary by email at:
crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com or
by calling 01333 450108
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