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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.

Proclamation of the granting of the Crail Arms to
The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
and the opening of the Doocot for The Crail Preservation Society

The Right Honourable The Lord Lyon King of Arms, The Reverend Canon Dr. Joseph Morrow, will visit
Crail on Saturday 18 May to proclaim the granting of the Crail Arms to the Community Council. After
the proclamation he will go on to open the newly refurbished Doocot for the Preservation Society. The
Lord Lyon will arrive by boat at Crail Harbour at 3.00pm weather permitting, and will then process up
Shoregate, along High Street and Marketgate to the Mercat where he will make the proclamation. He will
then process to the Doocot down Kirk Wynd. The procession will be led by the City of St Andrews Pipe
Band and will include the Community Council, the Crail Preservation Society, the Scouts and other invited
guests. This is a very important event for the Crail community, and the Community Council invite all to
join the procession. It is thought the Crail Arms date from the twelfth century, and were formally granted
to the Burgh council in 1938: they were lost on the formation of the North East Fife Council in 1975. The
Latin Motto ‘In Verbo Tuo Laxabo Rete’ means “At Thy Word I will let down the net”.

The Right Honourable the Lord Lyon King of Arms, the head of Lyon Court, is the most junior of the
Great Officers of State in Scotland and is the Scottish official with responsibility for regulating heraldry
in Scotland, issuing new grants of Arms, and serving as the judge of the Court of the Lord Lyon, the
oldest heraldic court in the world that is still in daily operation. Dr Morrow is a member of the Faculty
of Advocates and took silk in September 2015. In 2008 he was appointed President of the Mental Health
Tribunal for Scotland. He has previously served as Her Majesty's Commissioner for the Mental Welfare
Commission for Scotland (1999-2006), as a First-Tier Tribunal Judge (Immigration and Asylum Chamber)
(2002-2013), and as President of the Additional Support Needs Tribunals for Scotland (2010-2014). In
2009 he was appointed as Vice Lord Lieutenant of the City of Dundee, having served as a Labour councillor for the Maryfield ward until that year. He held the positions of Convenor of the Economic Development Committee, Convenor of the Dundee Waterfront Development Board, and was Depute Lord
Provost during his time as an elected member.

Town Crier
1905

As part of the ceremonies associated
with the visit of the Lord Lyon, the
Community Council has decided to
reinstate the role of Town Crier to formally mark civic events. A photograph of the Town Crier in 1905 is
reproduced showing him wearing his
formal coat with the Crier’s drum.
The drum is lodged in The Crail Museum. Our new Town Crier, Baille
Paul Hutchison, is shown wearing the
original Town Crier’s coat and wielding the original bell. He will announce the visit of the Lord Lyon at
the Harbour and at the Mercat Cross,
the traditional place in Crail where
announcements are made, and where
the Lord Lyon will make the proclamation granting the Arms to the Community Council.

1

2019

CRAIL MUSEUM
AND HERITAGE
CENTRE

Singing for the Memory
and Music and Movement
for people with Dementia and their Carers at
Kilrenny Parish Church Hall

MUSEUM OPENING TIMES

4th May - 27th May: Weekends and Public Holidays.
Guided Walks: Sundays
1st June - 27th October: Daily
Guided Walks: Wednesdays and Sundays
Monday - Saturdays: 11am - 4pm
Sundays: 1.30pm - 4pm
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always
gratefully received.
Guided Walks
It is not a difficult walk but there is a steep hill down to and up
from the harbour.
Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm start, walks usually
lasts 1.5 - 2 hours.
Adults £3.00 Children (10 - 17) £1.00

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays
Singing for Memory
Music and Movement
29 May
8 May
31 July
12 June
28 August
11 September
25 September
13 November
30 October
11 December
27 November

CRAIL COMMUNITY CHOIR
The choir meets on Monday 6 May at 7.30 pm in
the TOWN HALL

Contact your Fife Councillor?

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

Join us on our 10 year anniversary
Cycle ride on:
Sunday 2nd June 2019
Start 10am - Kellie Castle

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

For more information contact E. Gilmour
eastneukkfr@hotmail.com
www.enfr.org.uk

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Useful Emergency Numbers

Mobile Library
The mobile library calls at Marketgate every 2nd Thursday.

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Crail Hospital Car Service
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Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive
because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think
of standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the
health centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy
hospital that you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new
to Crail and don’t know many people yet. That bit of help
is there and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service If you could do with that bit of help, ring.
01333 450096.

Crail Bowling Club

Coffee Morning on Sat 18th May in the Clubhouse,
Kirkmay Rd at 10 am. Usual Stalls.
Our club has now opened for the season and we welcome
new members or anyone wishing to try bowls. Single game
tickets are available.

Crail Folk Club

Aberdeenshire folksinger, Iona Fyfe, has become one of
Scotland’s finest young ballad singers, rooted deeply in the
singing traditions of the North East of Scotland. Winner
of Scots Singer of the Year at the MG ALBA Scots Trad
Music Awards 2018, Iona has been described as “one of
the best Scotland has to offer.” (Global-Music.de) With a
number of high profile appearances under her belt, Iona, a
mere 21 years of age, has toured throughout the UK,
Poland, France, Germany, Austria, Italy, Switzerland,
Czech Republic, Canada and Australia. Iona has performed
with the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra as part of the
World Premiere of Disney Pixar’s Brave in Concert at
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall. Released in 2019, Dark Turn
of Mind is Iona’s first EP entirely in English and features
six ballads and songs found in both Appalachia and Aberdeenshire and has been described as “a new interpretation to the country genre” – Maverick.
A sell-out show at Edinburgh Fringe Festival for two consecutive years, Iona was a finalist in the BBC Radio Scotland Young Traditional Musician of the Year and won the
Molloy Award at Birmingham Irish Trad Fest. In 2018,
Iona performed at Interceltique Festival De Lorient where
she was described as “a Scottish folksinger, magical and
charismatic” (Rolling Stone, France). She was nominated
for “One to Watch” and “Best Live Performance” at the
Sunday Herald Scottish Culture Awards 2018.

Letter to the Editor

Dear Sir,
Can you please pass on my heartfelt thanks to some of the residents of Crail who generously sponsored my recent trek to Everest
Base Camp. Not only did I trek but I also had my 1st Helicopter
ride and also became proficient at crossing some scary suspension
bridges!
Of the team of 10 who started out, 6 completed the walk, whilst 2
of the team were evacuated off the mountain escorted by a leader
and partner, due to serious cases of Altitude sickness,. The rest of
us reached our destination near Gorak Shep on Saturday 20th April
and then hobbled back to Lukla for a flight to Kathmandu on the
25th.
The trek was challenging to say the least; it was hot and dusty,
then cold and dark, and we laughed and cried. Nepal is a beautiful
country filled with lush forest; the Himalayas are magnificent and
breathtaking.
The Wave Project Scotland (https://www.waveproject.co.uk/project-locations/scotland/) stand to receive £2650 as a result of the
trek and this will enable them to support even more children with
the wonderful programmes they provide.
Anyone who may have a dream of undertaking this trek should
know it is more than doable with a reasonable level of fitness, and
the Wave Project will be planning another one next year! I’m sure
the Editor would pass on your details if you would like to discuss
with me!!!
Regards,

Yvonne Richmond

PS
Everest just behind me poking up behind me in the middle of the
picture!!!

EAST NEUK BOOK GROUP

We meet in the Cocoa Tree, Pittenweem. Come along and
join us! All welcome
We will be discussing the following books on the first Thursday of every month. Discussion starts at 6pm but pop in from
5.30pm and have a chat over a coffee or hot chocolate. £1
payable on the night.

If you would like any further information or would like to
join our mailing list, please contact Coral
coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk
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Thursday 6 June
Anne Youngson
Meet me at the Museum
Thursday 4th July
Rose Tremain
The Gustav Sonata

WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell,
with Photographs by John Anderson
I only had time on the morning of the 26th for an hour in Denburn before
Wood Warbler
heading to work. It was a good choice – I have been neglecting Denburn
in favour of Kilminning. Denburn seemed to be full of warblers – willow
warblers, chiff-chaffs, blackcaps and probably also a garden warbler but
I couldn’t track down the singer to be sure (they have very similar song
to blackcaps) – and there was a wood warbler there. I haven’t seen a wood
warbler in Crail since 2015 when one turned up in Kilminning in autumn
and one in the Patch at Fife Ness in the spring. Before that it was 2008
and then 2004. So that’s a total of 5 in 16 years, plus maybe a couple I
have missed. Not very many for a species that breeds on the west coast of
Scotland and in the Highlands. They are usually fairly inconspicuous
keeping to the tops of the trees, but the one that morning was singing its
shivery little song constantly. I picked it up the moment I got to Denburn
although then took a few minutes to find it high up in the canopy. Wood
warblers are much cleaner and brighter looking than willow warblers:
brighter green and yellow and white, rather than subdued olive and dirtier white. Even though they are more colourful, they are
the tones of a sunlit canopy in spring so they disappear amongst the leaves.
Despite the rain overnight on the 26th-27th there was nothing new in the following day.
Looking at the wind map it was not surprising. Although the wind was from the southPied Flycatcher
east, it was circling around the UK anti-clockwise, rather than blowing from Europe.
But the conditions weren’t good for departure either so everything around the day before
was still there. The wood warbler still singing in Denburn, lesser whitethroats and a
pied flycatcher at Kilminning and wheatears at Balcomie. I watched the pied flycatcher
catch a huge caterpillar on the ground. It had fallen from a tree above the tarmac and
was easy to spot as it tried to get to cover. It was so big that it slowed the pied flycatcher
down. It spent a couple of minutes bashing it against a branch before swallowing it
with great difficulty. It then sat and looked decidedly sick before starting off foraging
again. A few more like that will power the flycatcher to its final destination when it
leaves (it left that evening!).
Balcomie Beach was almost empty of shorebirds, except for a
black-tailed godwit, flying up as a walker disturbed it. Blacktailed godwits are rare here except in July. There were also three
Black Tailed Godwit
turnstone and a couple of whimbrel on the rocks closer to Fife
Ness. Out at sea there was a steady passage of auks and kittiwakes from the May Island, including my first puffins of the
year. Pairs of sandwich terns were passing very few minutes
and out with a feeding kittiwake flock, my first common tern
of the year.
Moorhen at Fife Ness
As I left Fife Ness, I noticed a moorhen scuttling out from behind
the caravans. They might be common elsewhere but this is my
first ever for Fife Ness. They got excited on the May Island a
couple of weeks ago when a moorhen also turned up there – the
first recorded for many years – and I wonder if this is the same
bird, fed up with the island life.
Some of the week’s migrants left by the 28th. The wood warbler
was still in Denburn though and one or two lesser whitethroats
still around Kilminning. The most obvious migrants on the 28th
were whimbrels at Fife Ness. I counted over ten in an hour from Balcomie Beach in the afternoon. The black-tailed godwit of
the day before was still present, now hanging around with the whimbrels. And the moorhen was still about the caravans at Fife
Ness. I got a message that it was first seen on the 19th so it is not the newly arrived migrant I thought it was, but instead a temporary, caravan loving resident. Moorhens can be quite terrestrial but they need some freshwater to breed in, so I still think it is
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a passage migrant. Moorhens in Finland, for example, are almost entirely
migratory so this could be a moorhen blown off course, and taking its
time refuelling.
Female eiders are now scarce as most are on eggs somewhere like the
May Island leaving lots of males with not much to do. One of the females
remaining at Balcomie was surrounded by four ardent male admirers, all
stretching their necks up in display and making their “phoar phoar” calls.
It was a relatively gentle affair with the males behaving themselves – not
the gang affairs of male mallards around a lone female at this time of
year.
The black tailed godwit was still about the rocky shore north of Balcomie
beach on the 30th and that evening there was also a bar-tailed godwit with
it. Since the two bar-tailed godwits that used to winter on the beach have
moved on (or passed on), they have been hard to find and I didn’t have a
single Crail bar-tailed godwit last year. This one was still in winter
plumage, and although they are late breeders, I don’t think this one will
breed this year. A bar-tailed godwit in full summer plumage is worth seeing – a bright brick red underneath and speckled black and silver grey
above. But after a couple of years any bar-tailed godwit around Crail is
worth seeing, and a two godwit night especially so. As well as the godwits,
there were over 10
Bar Tailed Godwit
whimbrels, a couple of curlews and
5 or so northern
wheatears; passing
at sea there were a
few flocks of common scoter.
The weather has
turned cold but as
soon as temperatures get back to normal the swifts will be back.

Whimbrel

Female and Male Eiders

Crail Parish Church of Scotland

(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)

Linked with St Ayle

RAFFLE

£2.00
For more information about Christian Aid week please visit
csweek.org
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Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035, or
email
(intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Session Clerk: Helen Armitage 450516
Interim Moderator:
Rev Brian Oxburg
Chat Bite: Every Wednesday in the Kirk Hall 10am-12pm
Stepping Stone coffee Morning every Tuesday 10.00 11.30 at St Ayles@Anstruther
Kilrenny Church will be holding its annual May teas on
each Sunday afternoon in May from 2 – 4pm. Everyone is
cordially invited to catch up with friends and eat cake.
Christian Aid Week 2019: This year Christian Aid Week
runs from May 12th - May 18th. I will be running a Coffee
Morning on Saturday 11th May in the Kirk Hall in aid of
Christian Aid. I would be very grateful for any donations of
baking, raffle prizes or help making and serving the coffee.
Thank You, Diana Brown (451790)
Macmillan Cancer Support Coffee Morning in Pittenweem Church Hall, James Street, Pittenweem on Wednesday May 15th from 10.00 am – 11.30 am. Please do come
along and support this charity which does so much to support others.
Karail: It is now that time of year again when articles for
the summer Karail are due. This magazine runs from the beginning of June till the end of October. If you wish to submit
articles on behalf of your committee or event, please submit
by 17th May.

We are confident that we have assembled a superb programme for our 2019 Festival (17-27 July). As in previous years we would like to invite local residents to
help us make the Festival a big success. You can do this either by making a financial contribution as a Friend of the Festival or by volunteering just a little of
your time. A note about volunteering has already appeared in Crail Matters.

\Becoming a ‘Friend of Crail Festival’. New Friends can do this by sending a donation along with a copy of the donation form
below: Friends from recent years will receive a personal invitation to renew their friendship. As a small thank you, Friends will
be invited to the Art Exhibition Preview and reception on 16 July at 7:30pm in the Town Hall.

We are sure you will enjoy this year’s programme, details of which will appear soon on our website, www.crailfestival.com.
Geoff Robinson for The Crail Festival Committee.

(The Royal Burgh of Crail Festival Society Trust (known as Crail Festival Society) is a Charity; Charity No SC020929)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Personal Ads
Park Run
Is there anyone who goes to the St. Andrews Park Run on Saturday morning and could give me an occasional lift? Please call
Jane 451351.
VW Roof bars
Pair of VW roof bars for Passat. Very good condition. Best offer to c/o crailmatters@gmail.com
Crail Matters

We continue to need funds. If you have already donated, then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a donation?
You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-26-28, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to ‘Crab Publishing’ given
to any member of the Editorial Board or posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail, KY10 3XN. Many thanks. A special
note of thanks to the kind donor who gave a donation at the Community Council.
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Community Council Notes

Our new website is https://crailcc.com/

Next Community Council Meeting
The next Community Council meeting will be at 7.15pm 27th May in the Town Hall

Town Crier
The Community Council have decided by special resolution to reinstitute the ancient role of Town Crier and to award the holder
of that post the honorary title of Baille. The Council is pleased to announce that Paul Hutchison has accepted both the role and
title. This is a particularly appropriate time to do this on the occasion of the return of the Crail Arms to the Community Council
of the Royal Burgh.

EDF
Fiona Grub, OFTO Manager - Neart na Gaoithe Wind Farm made a presentation to the Community Council on the future development of the Offshore Wind Farm. She explained how the construction process would develop and briefly outlined the potential community benefits that would follow from the completion of the project in 2022. Whilst she was unable to offer specific
commitments about employment and other opportunities, she felt the development would in time offer positive benefits to the
community. She also offered assurances that the development would not have a negative effect on the local natural environment
and potential fishing initiatives. Members of the Crail community and the local fishing community were able to ask questions.
The meeting closed with assurances that it was the policy of EDF to engage with the local community, and that she would be
available for any further queries. A further meeting is planned as the project develops and as EDF gain a better appreciation of
community needs.
After Hours Medical Services
Although discussions are ongoing, the tone of the debate seems to be increasingly negative. Further meetings are scheduled.

A Note of Thanks from Nancy Philip of Mackie
Gardens.
I would like to thank the people who helped me
when I collapsed in the street opposite the butchers
4 weeks ago, to the lady that phoned the ambulance, to Irene Anderson who took my shopping
home, also to the gentleman who helped me when it
happened in Milne Gardens. I'm better now.

Priory Singers
Director

Magnificat

Letter to the Editor

Dear Sir
Crail Speed and Noise
This is important to the locals, the villagers, holidaymakers as well as the wildlife coming for the woodlands, the beach and a quiet place to live.
Following the letter about speed in last week's Crail
Matters, I am giving people another chance to voice
their feelings about this matter.

Vivaldi

Captain Noah and
his Floating Zoo
Flanders and Horovitz

Simply go to this website and have your say:
https://bit.ly/2PzUvYd

Plus an eclectic mix of music by
Aaron Copland, James McMillan, Arvo Pärt,
CV Stanford and Philip Wilkinson.

If you are not online, give your name and postcode
to me at mtracyfryer@gmail.com

Skeith Surgery

Tracy Fryer

Routine GP appointments - appointments released
Monday at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday morning for the following week. Appointments
released Wednesday at 2 pm for Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday the following week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1
month in advance.

Walter Blair

LIAM BONTHRONE tenor

Saturday 18 May 2019 7:30 pm
CRAIL PARISH CHURCH
Marketgate KY10 3TQ
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Tickets £10, available at the door. Children under 16 free.
www.priorysingers.co.uk

Crail’s BIG Picnic!

Taster Menu
Dinner
8th June 2019

Crail Kirk Hall - 6.30pm
Euan Graham, chef at The Three Chimneys on Skye
will curate a fabulous six course Taster Menu Dinner.
Langous ne in the Box, The Adamson, Jamie Sco
at The Newport, Eden Mill & St Andrews Farmhouse
Cheese will provide input to this exci ng meal.
In addi on a Pairing Drinks Package is available.

Dinner Tickets - £50pp

Drinks Package - £25pp

Buy your ckets online: crailfoodfest.co.uk/dinner

Karail Magazine

It is now that time of year again when articles for the summer
Karail are due. This magazine runs from the beginning of
June till the end of October. Please send anything you wish to
be included by the 17th May to:
heatheraird@btinternet.com

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to
crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to
the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and
style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab
Publishing 2019: Editorial Team this week: Helen
Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max
Taylor, John Wilson

8

ATTENTION ALL BOOKWORMS

Ruthie's next Book Bonanza at Crail Town Hall 18-19 May.
Further details with guest stallholders to
follow later. If you are decluttering when
springcleaning any donations welcome,
preferably brought in on the day. Proceeds
to animal welfare charities in memory of
a special friend Twinkle - its coming up to
the 4th anniversary of her death but family
friends and fans are celebrating that Twinkle's "Girl in a Million" CD should be on
sale by the time you read this.

The Crail
Seagull

What’s all this stuff about the visit of the Lion King to
Crail? Surely they are not going to let a Lion loose on the
streets? I thought Lions were nasty and vicious and ate people. Mind you, we have our own breed of nasty people; we
hardly need to import any more. But our lot are not very
lion like.

And I’m absolutely certain that I saw Nessy passing Fluke
Dub last week. I met a rather charming seal who told me
he’d seen something large swimming round Fife Ness. I
confess I’ve wondered if he (the seal that is) was the great
Selkie of Sule Skerry - I see him in the evening and he always seems to be coming from somewhere. He was a very
handsome seal. Have you ever seen a female Selkie? Surely
there must be some on May.

Looks a little like Nessy is lost and made her way to the
East Neuk. Seen off Sauchope Park
Jen Roy
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