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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.
Crail Folk Club

Thursday 13th June 8pm Crail Town Hall BYOB £8.
Our guests are:
James Hickman and Dan Cassidy
A transatlantic duo inspired by the traditions of America and Britain. Hickman’s
emotive, soaring vocals and driving guitar is complemented by the brother of the
late Eva Cassidy’s ingenious and virtuosic fiddling.
Their sound flows from the connection between British and American folk and is
bursting with all the humour, heartbreak and excitement of these genres. The
lively English wit of Hickman is set against Cassidy’s bone-dry irony and American drawl as they take audiences on a dynamic and unforgettable transatlantic
journey.

Full details and tickets www.crailfolkclub.org.uk or 01333 450572. Looking like
a sell out so don't miss out. Some films are on the club's Facebook Page

Denburn Dispatches

Amazingly, given how much wet weather we’re having at the moment, Denburn day dawned
dry and sunny and we had a good turnout of a dozen or so volunteers. Thank you to one of our
number who had been earlier in the week to cut back some of the cow parsley that was hanging
all over the paths. Lovely though it is to see en masse, it did present both a trip hazard and a
means of soaking passing legs in wet weather. We carried on the clearing work by removing nettles and
cleavers (sticky-willy) from some areas – both are
great for wildlife but you can have too much of a good
thing and they were choking out other wild flowers.
Removing silt from the burn continues as does weeding around the paved area in the back, where we are
making the best of a soggy patch to make a bog garden. We all got a good work-out and have no need to
go to the gym!
The whole of Denburn is looking very colourful just now, alongside the white cow parsley and three-cornered leek, there are blue alkanet, pink campion and yellow buttercups, while the cultivated areas are also full
of colour.
Next Denburn digger day will be on July 6th at 10am when we hope to welcome as many new and old hands again. Tea, coffee
and biscuits are provided at half time.
Photos by Erica.

CRAIL BROWNIE & RAINBOW UNIFORMS

If you have a Crail Brownie or Crail Rainbow uniform that is no longer
needed, would you consider donating it to us?
We would put it to good use so new girls can start wearing a uniform straight
away. If you can help, we would be very grateful.
You can contact us by emailing CrailBrownies@yahoo.com - we will arrange to collect or let you know where it can be dropped off.
Thank you so much.
If you have a girl between the ages of 5 & 9 that might be interested in becoming a Rainbow or Brownie, please do contact us.
Thank you from the Brownies and Rainbows.
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WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell,
with Photographs by John Anderson

I went to the May Island on the 3rd. Every trip there is a bit special. A spectacle as worthy of anything I saw in Antarctica but a
lot closer to home. If you have never been then get a ticket on the May Princess from Anstruther this month. June is the best time
to go. There are sailings most days and the round trip takes about five hours, with an hour each way there and back. The journey
out there is a gradual unrolling of the seabird fest. The occasional
distant puffin half-way across becomes thousands of
Puffin
puffins, on the water and filling the skies around the island.
Once you land, you can approach the birds to within a few meters, although the arctic terns at the landing site might be considered too close. But you haven’t really been to the May unless
you have been pecked on the head by an Arctic tern protecting
its nest. Best to wear a hat or walk alongside a tall person if you
are bothered. Everywhere you go there are puffins. Flying in
with beaks full of sand eels and plopping in and out of their burrows. Occasionally they gather in little groups waiting for you
to move on away from burrows close to the path. In the long
run these small disturbances probably make little difference to
the chicks which only get fed every few hours at best, and the
visitors probably pay their disturbance debt by keeping the gulls
away from mugging the puffins. In several places on the island
you can perch on top of the cliffs and watch all of the seabirds – guillemots, razorbills, fulmars, kittiwakes and shags – on their
nests at close quarters. The birds know they can’t be approached any closer and carry on as normal. Watching lots of wild animals
really close when they pay you no attention characterises the best wildlife encounters you can have anywhere in the world. Go
and see what I mean.
The winds weren’t great for migration at the start of last week and the bluethroats were long gone from the May. But there were
a couple of migrant spotted flycatchers around the few bushes on the island and a willow warbler. The real bonus was a cuckoo.
I saw it flying out of the lighthouse keepers old garden and then later on it perched for everyone to see by the old light. On the
boat out I saw a nice light phase arctic skua – the first of the year. It is turning out to be a good year for my year list – I am now
a month ahead of my best ever year: its been a good spring even if it is probably over now.
The sanderlings on Balcomie Beach are now in full summer
Sanderling
plumage and really can’t be staying for much longer. It makes
me remember when I was in Barrow, Alaska (19 years ago – I
know that for sure because my son is 18 and we found out we
were expecting him during fieldwork there). I found a couple of
sanderling making a nest scrape in the tundra next to the still
frozen sea on June 10th. The snow had only thawed a week before. It’s about 3,000 km from Balcomie to the furthest north a
sanderling could go to breed (and they do go very far north), for
example, the top of Greenland. A sanderling could be there in a
2 day continuous flight, or a few days more with a stop-off in
Iceland. Either way, there is plenty of time to be there for the start
of breeding. Once there though, the clock is ticking and the chicks
only have until the beginning of August to fledge and fly south
before the cold weather starts again. But they do have continuous
daylight, literally tons of insects and, with a bit of luck, few predators, on their side. And speaking of predators, I remember losing
my nerve as I realised I was being distracted watching the sanderling in Barrow by the sea ice - strewn with polar bear sized and
shaped icebergs. We retreated further inland and found a cup of
coffee in the safety of Barrow town. I didn’t see a polar bear that
trip but seeing summer plumage sanderlings makes me think of
them.
There seemed there might be a last gasp of spring on the 6th with
a few good birds turning up on the May Island: late specials like
a red-backed shrike, a marsh warbler and an icterine warbler. I
went out at lunchtime checking our best shrike sites – Balcomie
and Kilminning – but no luck. No sign of any migrants at all
brought in by the light easterlies and rain of the last two days.
Hiding Starlings
There were lots and lots of young starlings though. They fledged
a couple of weeks ago and they have been hiding in dense bushes and tree canopies ever since. They are very vulnerable when
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they leave the nest – most fledglings are – but because lots of starlings fledge at the same time and they are relatively large and
noisy they attracts the attention of crows and gulls. I watched a carrion crow hunting them the week before. It flew repeatedly
at young starlings hiding in the canopy of a sycamore at Fife Ness, with their parents shrieking and diving ineffectively at the
crow. On about the third pass one youngster lost its nerve and flew out. A short chase and then it was grabbed out of the air by
the crow and carried in its bill down to the beach below. The crow pulled it apart in a few seconds and began feeding. A starling
obviously needs a couple of weeks to get good enough at flying to avoid crows, and then they come out of cover and start foraging
out in the open like their parents. The 6th was clearly coming out day at Balcomie, with flocks of juveniles in the horse field.
They retreated very quickly back into cover when disturbed so they were not totally confident. This week they will be secure
enough to move down to the beach to feed and to seek cover in the air if attacked. They will still be at risk from sparrowhawks
and later on merlins, when they get here at the end of July, but there will be safety in numbers at least.
Guillemots

Razorbill

Crail Rowing Club win Gold and Bronze at Queensferry

Crail Rowing Club attended the Queensferry Regatta on Saturday 1st June, competing against nine clubs in a variety of categories.
Overcast but dry, rowing conditions were favourable with only
a slight breeze and a small
wave on the water throughout
the day. With the familiar start
under the Forth Road Bridge,
skiffs raced east towards the
Rail Bridge and then made two
starboard turns into the final
stretch home. In each event,
skiffs set off in two “waves” of
four or five in each and five
minutes apart, the winner being
the best time. The 1.6km trapezium shaped course in the magnificent setting of the three bridges took winning crews around ten
minutes relentless rowing to complete. After a hard fought race, the Men 60+ team were rewarded with a gold medal, beating
hosts Queensferry by one second. Both the Women 40+ and Women Open teams won bronze. Crail’s distinctive red skiff, “Partan”, won gold in the final event of the day - Andy’s Race, in memory of Queensferry rower Andy Jarvis - in which rowers jump
ship to row other clubs’ skiffs.
Crail Rowing Club’s next event is “Skiffieworlds 2019”, the world championships held every three years. Taking place in
Stranraer from the 7th to 13th of July, Crail will be competing against 56 clubs in a week of intensive heats and finals.

Wormistoune House

As part of the Scotland's Garden Scheme Fife Garden Trail, we
will be opening the walled garden and policies informally on
Thursday 13 June 2019 (10am to 4pm).
See https://scotlandsgardens.org/fife-summer-trail-tickets2019/ for details.
Entrance fee: £5 (all proceeds to charity)
Plant sale by East Neuk Perennials.
(Sorry no teas on this occasion - combine with a visit to one of
Crail's cafes instead!)
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Weeds, Weeds, Weeds

We are very fortunate in Crail to have a several organisations and individuals who give up a lot of time and effort to make the
Royal Burgh an even more attractive place during the summer months. Crail in Bloom do a wonderful job planting up and
maintaining the flower tubs. Tom Hutchon and a small band of helpers plant out and maintain a magnificent display in Victoria Gardens. Crail Preservation Society provide the hanging baskets. Denburn Diggers look after Denburn Wood. Crail Festival volunteers cut the grass and maintain the putting green A number of gardens open as part of Open gardens each year.

All of the above enhance our Town, and make for a pleasant and attractive appearance but sadly, this work is not supported by
appropriate weed control by Fife Council. Volunteers from Crail Preservation Society handweeded the area around Mercat
Cross prior to the visit of the Lord Lyon. The remaining gravelled areas remain heavily weeded and very unsightly. Whilst I
was weeding the gravel in front of the Community Hall today ( festooned with weeds!) in advance of the Food Festival, a very
helpful guy employed by Fife Council turned up to advise me that he had ‘a line’ to weedkill all the paths around the building!
When I enquired as to why this had not been done weeks ago he advised that ‘a line’ has to be requested and issued but that
had not been done. I enquired about Marketgate. He said that the budget now only allows for one weedkill
a year, and that will be in the autumn. It will be a jungle by then!

I suggest that we should pursue, through our Fife Councillors, getting control of appropriate budgets and funds, in order for
the community to organise certain works ourselves, or at the very least explore how that might be done. Fife Council simply
don’t care, and have no empathy with what does and does not need done, except of course collecting our rates.
David Jerdan

Letter to the Editor

Sir,
Ref 'The Crail Seagull', issue 111, 3rd June.
As a resident of Marketgate, I, and I am sure many other residents, take exception to The Seagull's remarks about "the weeds
that no-one seems to bother about" and our "civic duty".
Indeed we, and other Crail residents, are bothered, as illustrated by David Jerdan ( a former resident) spending several backbreaking hours clearing the weeds from around the Mercat Cross in anticipation of the Lord Lyon's visit. Weeds have also
been cleared from around the flower tubs and behind benches. They are not residents, but were helping out for Crail in
Bloom's planting. Most residents try to keep the areas at the edge of our properties clear but the problem is really beyond our
capabilities with new ones popping up every day.
Fife Council usually spray the area around June -July, a bit late as they are romping away by then. Marketgate is a public thoroughfare with many vehicles parked (ours and visitor's and tradesmen) not our private property, and I would suggest that if
The Seagull is so offended he/she is quite free to fly down with a hand fork and pull a few.
Anon (Name and address supplied)
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Singing for the Memory
and Music and Movement
for people with Dementia and their Carers at
Kilrenny Parish Church Hall

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays
Singing for Memory
Music and Movement
31 July
12 June
28 August
11 September
25 September
13 November
30 October
11 December
27 November

Community Transport
Transport service for people with visual impairments in the East Fife area.

Royal Voluntary Service volunteers provide Community
Transport for trips where mobility issues can make it difficult, if not impossible, for you to use public transport or if
you live in rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually
include getting to or from hospital or to a GP appointment
but can also include trips to the shops or into town or to social activities.
Telephone: 0330 555 0310
Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/ourservices/service-enquiry?serviceid=884

CRAIL MUSEUM
AND HERITAGE
CENTRE

MUSEUM OPENING TIMES
1st June - 27th October: Daily
Guided Walks: Wednesdays and Sundays
Monday - Saturdays: 11am - 4pm
Sundays: 1.30pm - 4pm
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always
gratefully received.
Guided Walks
It is not a difficult walk but there is a steep hill down to and up
from the harbour.
Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm start, walks usually
lasts 1.5 - 2 hours.
Adults £3.00 Children (10 - 17) £1.00

Contact your Fife Councillor?

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am
Mobile Library
The mobile library calls at Marketgate every 2nd Thursday.

Skeith Surgery

Routine GP appointments - appointments released Monday
at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday morning for
the following week. Appointments released Wednesday at 2
pm for Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday the following week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month in advance.

Crail Bowling Club

Our club has now opened for the season and we welcome new
members or anyone wishing to try bowls. Single gametickets
are available.
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Useful Emergency Numbers

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive
because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think
of standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the
health centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy
hospital that you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new
to Crail and don’t know many people yet. That bit of help
is there and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service If you could do with that bit of help, ring.
01333 450096.

Greens of Crail - reusing plastic

The scallop tubs which are quite well made and are ideal for salmon are available if anyone would prefer a reusable tub
instead of a plastic bag - please ask. Also if anyone wishes to bring in their own plastic tubs for haddock there is no issue
as it can simply be tared on the scales.
thanks Clem at Greens`
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We are confident that we have assembled a superb programme for our 2019
Festival (17-27 July). As in previous years we would like to invite local residents
to help us make the Festival a big success. You can do this either by making a financial contribution as a Friend of the Festival
or by volunteering just a little of your time. A note about volunteering has already appeared in Crail Matters.
Becoming a ‘Friend of Crail Festival’. New Friends can do this by sending a donation along with a copy of the donation form
below: Friends from recent years will receive a personal invitation to renew their friendship. As a small thank you, Friends will
be invited to the Art Exhibition Preview and reception on 16 July at 7:30pm in the Town Hall.
We are sure you will enjoy this year’s programme, details of which will appear soon on our website, www.crailfestival.com.
Geoff Robinson for The Crail Festival Committee.
(The Royal Burgh of Crail Festival Society Trust (known as Crail Festival Society) is a Charity; Charity No SC020929)
Crail Festival Box Office will be open 10am-2pm in the Golf Hotel this coming Saturday 15 June. Ideal opportunity to buy
your tickets before they can be purchased online.

The East Neuk Book Group

East Neuk Book Group meet in the Cocoa Tree, Pittenweem. Come along and join us! All welcome We will be discussing the
following books on the first Thursday of every month. Discussion starts at 6pm but pop in from 5.30pm and have a chat over
a coffee or hot chocolate. £1 payable on the night.
If you would like any further information or would like to join our mailing list, please contact Coral
coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk
Thursday 4th July
Rose Tremain
The Gustav Sonata

Crail Matters

We continue to need funds. If you have already donated, then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a donation?
You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-26-28, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to ‘Crab Publishing’ given
to any member of the Editorial Board or posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail, KY10 3XN. Many thanks. A special
note of thanks to the kind anonymous donor who posted a generous donation through the door of one of the Editorial
Team.
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The Crail
Seagull

What do you make of this? I wonder what 'kind' souls have stuffed so much assorted recyclable waste in here along with everything else? There's no challenge
here for me to haul out any food remnants. I also wonder why Fife Council never
empty it? If it isn't a regulation bin, surely it should just be taken away? Here in
Crail, we do not have street bins with separate compartments for recycling (seen
throughout Europe, I know, I’ve seen them), anything and everything goes into
the public bins, a great opportunity for me. You have to be on the ball to get there
for a rummage about before the council chappies come round to empty them,
they’re round Crail every morning, emptying the public bins from 7am! It must
be very noisy for the folks who live close by.
Just thinking about recycling and keeping things clean and tidy, for us seagulls,
(well me anyway), if I make a trip to Anstruther I have to take a packed lunch,
because lots of the bins in choice locations are ‘seagull proof’ - what that means
is I can’t get into them! I can understand people want a tidy place and some of us
(Seagulls that is) can be a bit messy, but thankfully in Crail we don’t have anything like that, so we can pull and tear at stuff. But not wearing my Seagull hat
(or feather) but thinking as a Crailer, I’ve sometimes wondered why that is. Is
the Anstruther environment more appropriate to keep clean? How come they have secure bins and we don’t?

Community Council Notes

Our new website is https://crailcc.com/
Next Community Council
Meeting 7.15pm 24th June in the Town Hall

East Neuk Communities Emergency Planning Team (ENCEPT) Presentation
Gillian Duncan, also a First Responder, provided the background on the formation the Team at the recent Community Council
meeting.
A community emergency is where there is risk to human welfare. This could include an incident of severe weather, a fuel crisis,
flu pandemic or a gas leak/explosion. ENCEPT is a Constituted Group run by a Management Team who would work with Community Councils and other constituted groups in order to be sustainable. The Team work with other constituted groups such as
East Neuk First Responders, RNLI and Fife Council Resilience Team. A single number has been set up for any member of the
public to use (not for 999 calls). This number rings simultaneously on the phones of two Emergency Response Co-ordinators
and if the call is not answered immediately will be responded to within 2 hours. Requests would be assessed and activated as
necessary for flooding, storm damage, snow, or power failure etc The number is now live and had been routinely tested and will
shortly be made available. Contact would then be made with local community contacts to ask if they need help from ENCEPT.
A register of volunteers is held and includes equipment such as generators, tree and snow clearing ready to help in any community
emergency.
Funding has been received towards emergency equipment bags including snow clearing equipment, torches, gloves etc for each
community and First Responders have agreed to supply first aid kits. A table top exercise will be held within the next few months
and a live exercise by the end of this year so that any failings can be identified and rectified. Publicity leaflets will be available
soon for distribution to all community groups and an official launch by Fife Council would follow.

MUGA
Again, complaints have been received about the condition of the panels at the M.U.G.A. (Multi Use Games Area). The issue
was passed to Environmental Health and this was forwarded to the Play Parks Inspector. A team visited Crail and the loose
panels have been secured and some of the panels have been packed to reduce the noise. The Community Council has been
assured that the panels will be inspected again in three weeks.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing
2019: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, .
John Wilson
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