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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.
Bay with No Name

Due to the ever changing nature of the coastline around the Eden Estuary a new bay
has formed on the northern shoreline. On the Eden Nature Reserve we have a quaint
local tradition going back many decades of naming features in the landscape to help
and guide visitors and bird watchers to certain places.
This bay has formed in the last 4 years and has no name. We would like you to help us come up with a
name. Ranger Ranald will have the final decision on the name we choose.
Email your ideas to ask.us@fifecountryside.co.uk

Cycle Theft Tollbooth Wynd

3 bikes have been stolen from a cellar on Friday night (top of Tolbooth Wynd- next to Golf Hotel). Someone knew they were
there, broke the lock, and took the best 3 bikes. This includes a road bike used daily to commute to Anstruther (AND was
meant to be doing the charity East Neuk First Responders cycle ride). If anyone saw anything suspicious or sees some bikes
crop up please report to Crail Matters or the Police.
It has been reported to the police but would the owners would so like them returned.

ANDREW BLACKERY DSM

Andrew Blackery, a fisherman from Crail, was called up in May 1942 and joined the Royal Navy.
As with many fishermen and trawlermen, Andrew was assigned to small Naval HDML crafts (Harbour
Defence Motor Launch). Duties included mine sweeping, depth charging and escorting convoys. Andrew
took part in the Artic, Atlantic and Gibraltar convoys and was initially based in Reykjavik, Iceland.
He was Mentioned in Despatches in the New Year Honours List published in the London Gazette on
1st January 1944. The citation read: ‘The King has been graciously pleased to approve the following
award for gallantry and outstanding service in the face of the enemy and for upholding the high tradition
of the Royal Navy’. Personnel who were granted a Mention in Despatches were awarded with an oakleaf
emblem to the denote the award.
Later in 1944 Andrew Blackery was granted the Distinguished Service Medal (DSM) in recognition of
his part in the D Day landings (Operation Neptune). His name was amongst those announced in the
London Gazette dated 19 December 1944. The citation read ‘For good services in distributing routeing
and diversion instructions to the many ships in the assault anchorage after the first landings in Normandy’.
After D day Andrew saw action in the Battle of the River Scheldt (Sept/October 1944). At times working behind enemy lines
under cover of darkness, sweeping for mines and eradicating German occupiers from its banks. This was an essential battle to
open the port of Antwerp for new Allied supply lines.
Andrew rose from Stoker to War Engineer/Chief Petty Officer. He was offered a full Commission before his demob in March
1946 but decided to come back to Crail to his fishing and his wife and family.
For the 75th anniversary commemoration of the D Day landings, Crail Museum is currently holding a display of photographs,
medals and artefacts of Andrew Blackery’s wartime service.

CRAIL BROWNIE & RAINBOW UNIFORMS

If you have a Crail Brownie or Crail Rainbow uniform that is no
longer needed, would you consider donating it to us?
We would put it to good use so new girls can start wearing a uniform
straight away. If you can help, we would be very grateful.
You can contact us by emailing CrailBrownies@yahoo.com - we
will arrange to collect or let you know where it can be dropped off.
Thank you so much.
If you have a girl between the ages of 5 & 9 that might be interested
in becoming a Rainbow or Brownie, please do contact us.
Thank you from the Brownies and Rainbows.
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WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell,
with Photographs by John Anderson

Saturday the 25th was quite a contrast to the week before. Prevailing westerly winds meant that there was only a small chance
of anything unusual turning up. And so it was. Kilminning was very quiet, with only the now resident whitethroats and sedge
warblers about. Balcomie Beach continued to have a large flock of sanderling, dunlin and ringed plover, all now in nice summer
plumage and ready for their final flight up to the high Arctic to start breeding in a week or two. But best thing that Saturday was
the appearance of a 10 shelduck chicks with the pair just to the north of the beach. The pair further north at the end of the golf
course, and the pair at the east end of Saucehope caravan park haven’t got anywhere this year – either lost their eggs to a fox or
didn’t even get started for lack of a suitable burrow.
But at least one of our local pairs has made it to the
Shelduck Chicks
chick stage. Once shelduck chicks get out onto the
shore they are much safer. A pair of shelducks make
Eider Chicks

formidable guardians, and as long as the chicks stay close to their parents most will probably make it. And further down the
coast, my first eider chicks of the year. A creche of 12 with a couple of females, surrounded by a flotilla of males that were still
trying their luck.

That afternoon, I checked on the yellow wagtails at Barnsmuir Farm. I didn’t find any sign of them in their usual fields even
though that was there the male was singing a month ago. But I did find a male and two females behaving in that agitated manner
of birds with an active nest nearby about 2 kilometers away. Still breeding and still Crail birds, but probably for the best a little
bit more out of the way.

I was surveying corn buntings just north of Kingsbarns on the morning of the 26th. It was very rainy but it didn’t keep the corn
buntings down. There were at least 5-6 territories in the fields adjacent to the golf course – last year it was 7. It is one of the
highest density areas for corn bunting in the East Neuk. There were lots of whitethroats, yellowhammers and reed buntings wherever there was a bush or gorse patch left between the fields. I watched a pair of oystercatchers making a scrape in a newly sown
bare earth field. At this time of year you see oystercatchers apparently just sitting out in the middle of bare earth fields – they
might look too conspicuous to be actually on a nest but they probably are. Oystercatchers are aggressive nest defenders so rely
less on having a hidden nest.

That evening I came across what I thought initially was a really small
bumble bee. On a closer look it turned out to be a fly mimicking a bumblebee – a narcissus fly. It is a really good mimic and I expect I have overlooked it in the past. Its larvae are major pests on daffodil and bluebell
bulbs so I suspect it will be pretty common around Crail. Once you learn
to recognise a new species you suddenly see it everywhere so I expect
this will be the first of many this summer.

Narcissus fly

On the 27th there were eider chicks down at Roome Bay in the evening.
At least three females with week old ducklings. The crossing from the
May Island can’t have been very good for them the day before in the
strong winds but I suspect these got to Crail a few days earlier. In the
background, out over the now calm sea there was a steady passage of
manx shearwaters passing to the east. I counted about 20 in 30 minutes.
They are a bird of summer, sunlit evenings, flying past us as they circle around the UK on their long feeding trips. They might
be from Rhum or they might be from Skomer.
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The spring is slipping away. The starlings will be fledging chicks any day
soon and on the 29th there was a pair of stonechats down at the big gate
to the SWT reserve at Kilminning with four newly fledged chicks.
Stonechats are common again all along the coastal path after the run of
relatively mild winters (the beast from the East last year notwithstanding).
Stonechats are always conspicuous as they perch on fence posts and chack
at you when you come near. But they get particularly noisy and flighty
when they have young chicks just out of the nest. The young are brown
and streaky like robins (and many other young chats like wheatears or
even bluethroats). The ones that day were perched out in the open and
dopey looking – the next week will be a testing time for them to avoid the
local sparrowhawks before they get a bit more worldly wise. The sparrowhawks have their own chicks to feed of course.

Juvenile Stonechat

Crail Food Festival 8th- 9th June 2019

Crail Food Festival is now here!
This coming Saturday & Sunday

Saturday / Sunday

8 & 9 June 2019

Crail’s BIG Picnic!
10.00am - 4.00pm

Crail Community Hall
/ Beechwalk Park

Free Entry!

8th & 9th June.

10.00am – 4.00pm

The main events will be held in Crail Community Hall, Beechwalk Park and
Crail Kirk Hall and will be free, although there will be a charge for car parking. The Car Park will be in the usual field off St Andrews
Road.
The only traffic cones will be those lining St Andrews
Road, within the town, for safety reasons.

It is still very much a festival for Crail and our theme this
year is “Picnic”. The Community Hall will have a range of
producers, many of whom will be encouraged to sell produce suitable for a
picnic. In addition there will be a variety of ‘streetfood’ vendors and we will
provide a map of suitable spots for a picnic around the town, including
Beechwalk Park itself. This map will also include some of the more interesting buildings in Crail. The Legion Hall will be an alternative eating venue,
should the weather be unkind. We also have a map for a food trail to include
all food outlets in Crail between the Community Hall and the Harbour. There
will be a variety of entertainment. If you play an instrument, or sing, why
not join in our acoustic jam session – Open Air Open Mic.- in Beechwalk
Park? All we need is weather like we had last year!

Bring a rug or picnic chairs for a Family, Friends, Food and Fun day out! Or
just buy from our Producers’ Market and the shops in Crail. We look forward
to welcoming you all there.

Crail Parish Church of Scotland

(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601) Linked with St Ayle
Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035, or email (intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Session Clerk: Helen Armitage 450516 Interim Moderator: Rev Brian Oxburg

Pentecost Sunday: The service on the 9th June will be a joint service and will be held at 10.30am in Cellardyke church.
Anyone wishing a lift to Anstruther please let Helen Armitage know and a lift will be arranged for you. There will be no service in Crail that day.

Chat Bite: Every Wednesday in the Kirk Hall 10am-12pm.
Stepping stone coffee morning every Tuesday 10.00 - 11.30 at St Ayles@Anstruther.
Pastoral visits: As we now have no locum please let the elders or myself (Helen) know if anyone requires a visit especially
where people have been admitted to hospital.
Crail Primary Parent Council would like to thank everyone who donated baking and supported their Summer Fair last Saturday. Despite the rain, they made £920.49 which will be used to buy new playground equipment. Thank you.
Christian Aid Week I am delighted to say that I have been able to send a cheque for £850 to Christian Aid as our contribution for Christian Aid Week. Many thanks to all who contributed to this amount. Diana.
Sunday 16th June the service will be led by Revd I Hamilton.
Sunday 23rd June will be Communion in Crail Church at 11:15am led by Revd I Hamilton.
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Back in November, a couple of school friends and I decided we wanted to do something against global warming. We are now
organising an evening of climate talks and debate in the Byre Theatre, something I’m really passionate about and would love to
see more action locally. Come and join us for an evening of discussion and debate with a range of speakers from politics to
charity workers to researchers from the university, including Stephen Gethins, deputy chair of the All Party Group on Climate
Change in Westminster and Dr. Rehema White, researcher from the university working with conservation projects in Mexico for
jaguar protection.

The event is in the Byre Theatre Studio on 12th June at 7pm. FREE tickets are available from the Byre Website and Box Office. We’d love to see you there!

Johanna Woikte
Johanna lives locally in Crail and would love to see some more community involvement in issues like climate change, so though
the event isn’t based in Crail seeing some of our local neighbours coming would be fantastic and would mean so much to her.
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FINAL PHASE OF £2.3M KINCARDINE
BRIDGE MAINTENANCE COMMENCES
5th JUNE

This is the seventh and final phase of essential maintenance
works to the bridge deck waterproofing and carriageway surfacing. These works are required in advance of the Southern
Piled Viaduct replacement, Bridge painting and widening of
the footways along with other general maintenance in coming years.
The work, with a value of around £170,000, includes the replacement of the road surfacing, bridge deck waterproofing
and new expansion joints on the northern most viaduct span
and is scheduled to begin on Wednesday 5th June and will
run until Wednesday 10th July 2019.
This scheme is part of an on-going refurbishment programme
of the Kincardine Bridge. To date, fifteen joint-to-joint spans
of the bridge have been refurbished, investing over £2.3 million in improvement works on the Kincardine Bridge since
2015
To allow this scheme to mobilise there will be a full night
time carriageway closure on the A985 Kincardine Bridge,
with a signed diversion route in operation, between 8pm and
6am, each night from Wednesday 5th June to Saturday 8th
June 2019 and again, on Saturday 6th July to Tuesday 9th
July 2019.
During the full closure of the A985 Kincardine Bridge the
signed diversion will be as follows:
A985 Eastbound traffic will be diverted onto the A876 Clackmannanshire Bridge via Higgins Neuk Roundabout. At Kilbagie Roundabout, traffic will take the exit to join the A977
towards Kincardine. The Diversion will end at Longannet
Roundabout and traffic should follow local signage to complete journey.
A985 Westbound traffic will follow the same diversion route
but in the opposite direction.
From 6am on Saturday 8th June until 8pm on Saturday 6th
July 2019 there will be 24-hour single lane closures on the
A985 Kincardine Bridge with temporary traffic signals in
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place. Saturday 22nd June 2019 will be an exception from
the above full carriageway closure to allow for the
switchover from the eastbound lane to the westbound lane
and the diversion route will apply between 8pm Saturday
22nd and 6am on Sunday 23rd June.
In addition, this scheme will require the partial 24-hour closure of the A876 North Approach Road, affecting the westbound right-turn towards Kincardine Bridge from 6am on
Saturday 8th June until 8pm on Saturday 6th June 2019. Traffic will be diverted left via the A985 eastbound to Longannet
Roundabout. From here, it will be able to join the A985 westbound towards Kincardine Bridge and diversion will end.
Eastbound traffic at Kincardine Bridge off-slip will also be
affected from 6am on Saturday 8th June until 6am on Sunday
23rd June 2019. Traffic will be diverted via the A985 to Longannet Roundabout where it will be able to join the A977
Toll Road towards Kincardine where diversion will end.
Bus operating companies affected by these works will also
be instructed to follow the above diversion routes.
Works on the west footway will also take place during the
first two weeks of the scheme requiring its closure, signage
will be erected with pedestrians instructed to use the east
footpath. To allow this an additional pedestrian crossing will
be situated on the A876 North Approach Road and a pedestrian phase will be incorporated into the temporary traffic
light set-up. The east footway will always be open for the duration of the works to allow pedestrians to cross the bridge.
Traffic journey time monitoring equipment will be used to
monitor any traffic delays through the works, with real-time
updates provided to the travelling public through variable
message signage. Traffic delays are expected during construction, particularly at AM and PM peak times, with a maximum delay of 12 minutes anticipated. Road users are
therefore asked to be patient during the works.
Cyclists will be instructed to dismount if using the footpaths
across the bridge.
Please note, all schemes are weather dependent and may be
cancelled or rescheduled if weather conditions are not
favourable.

CRAIL MUSEUM
AND HERITAGE
CENTRE

Singing for the Memory
and Music and Movement
for people with Dementia and their Carers at
Kilrenny Parish Church Hall

MUSEUM OPENING TIMES
1st June - 27th October: Daily
Guided Walks: Wednesdays and Sundays
Monday - Saturdays: 11am - 4pm
Sundays: 1.30pm - 4pm
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always
gratefully received.
Guided Walks
It is not a difficult walk but there is a steep hill down to and up
from the harbour.
Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm start, walks usually
lasts 1.5 - 2 hours.
Adults £3.00 Children (10 - 17) £1.00

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays
Singing for Memory
Music and Movement
31 July
12 June
28 August
11 September
25 September
13 November
30 October
11 December
27 November

Community Transport
Transport service for people with visual impairments in the East Fife area.

Contact your Fife Councillor?

Royal Voluntary Service volunteers provide Community
Transport for trips where mobility issues can make it difficult, if not impossible, for you to use public transport or if
you live in rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually
include getting to or from hospital or to a GP appointment
but can also include trips to the shops or into town or to social activities.
Telephone: 0330 555 0310
Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/ourservices/service-enquiry?serviceid=884

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Useful Emergency Numbers

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Mobile Library
The mobile library calls at Marketgate every 2nd Thursday.

Skeith Surgery

Routine GP appointments - appointments released Monday
at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday morning for
the following week. Appointments released Wednesday at 2
pm for Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday the following week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month in advance.

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive
because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think
of standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the
health centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy
hospital that you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new
to Crail and don’t know many people yet. That bit of help
is there and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service If you could do with that bit of help, ring.
01333 450096.

Crail Bowling Club

Our club has now opened for the season and we welcome new
members or anyone wishing to try bowls. Single gametickets
are available.
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Launch of expanded multi-operator ticket
scheme for Dundee and East Fife

You may already be aware of the multi-operator bus ticket
scheme available to customers in Dundee – ABC, providing
unlimited travel on any bus company within Dundee.
This smart ticket scheme is now expanding, with two new
ticket zones to be introduced on 3 June 2019, covering East
Fife, as well as a zone to provide travel throughout East Fife
plus the existing Dundee area. The ABC bus ticket scheme,
live in Dundee since October 2016, has already facilitated
thousands of customers with unlimited travel on all buses
within Dundee, regardless of the operator, connecting travel
and creating new public transport opportunities in the city.

This development is a joint initiative between bus operators
Moffat & Williamson, Stagecoach and Xplore Dundee and
is backed by Dundee City Council, Fife Council and Transport Scotland. It marks a significant move towards smart
bus travel – providing new and simple ways to pay for and
use bus tickets. The ticket products will be available to load
onto a smartcard, which could be an existing smartcard provided by one of the bus operators, or a National Entitlement
Card.

To celebrate the launch of the expanded ticket scheme, the
operators are holding a launch event on Monday 3 June at
St Andrews Community Hospital. The partners would like
to invite you to attend this event, to find out more about the
ABC bus ticket scheme, the new ticket zones available and
to celebrate and reflect upon the partnership approach involved in setting up successful smart ticketing schemes.
Representatives from Moffat & Williamson, Xplore Dundee
will be in attendance, as well as members of the public transport teams at both Dundee City Council and Fife Council,
and Transport Scotland will be present. The event will take
place at 1030 at the bus concourse at St Andrews Community Hospital (Largo Road, St Andrews, KY16 8AR), where
there will be an introduction to the new ABC bus ticket
zones, a photocall and an opportunity to discuss the benefits
of the ticket scheme.

Our next Craft Fair is in Crail Town Hall from Friday 7th to
Sunday 9th June from 10am to 4pm each day.

Our members offer a wide range of handmade crafts including wooden, glass and knitted items, jewellery, marquetry,
soaps, scents and candles. We also have a member who produces water colour paintings of the area and can undertake
commissions if requested.
We hope to see you there and at our other events throughout
the year.
Contact details:
Peter Leigh (Secretary)
Fife Craft Association
12 Valley Grove
Leslie
KY6 3BZ. Tel: 01592 743539
email: peter.leigh@fifecraftassociation.org

The East Neuk Book Group

East Neuk Book Group meet in the Cocoa Tree, Pittenweem.
Come along and join us! All welcome We will be discussing
the following books on the first Thursday of every month.
Discussion starts at 6pm but pop in from 5.30pm and have a
chat over a coffee or hot chocolate. £1 payable on the night.
If you would like any further information or would like to join
our mailing list, please contact Coral
coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk
Thursday 6 June
Anne Youngson
Meet me at the Museum
Thursday 4th July
Rose Tremain
The Gustav Sonata

NOTICE TO FISHERMEN
Horizon Geosciences will be performing site investigation works on behalf ICOL. The site investigation works are split into two
phases, firstly a geotechnical survey, followed by a geophysical survey.
Geotechnical survey works which began in April have now been completed and the Geobay is in the process of leaving site from
the 28th of May.
Geophysical survey works are scheduled to begin on the 15th of June and estimated to take 14-21 days depending on weather.
Survey activity will consist of a single geophysical survey vessel, towing seismic equipment in lines across the Inch Cape Development site.
SURVEY AREAS:
The geophysical survey vessel will be surveying the Inch Cape Development Area. We request that fishing gear is not placed
within the site during this period.
Whilst the site is currently not being used, discussions with fishermen about moving gear have indicated that the preference is
to keep the site closed rather than requesting fishermen remove gear a second time. It is therefore proposed that the site remains
closed until after the geophysical survey has been completed. The site will then be fully opened for fishing activity to resume.
14-DAY LOOK AHEAD
Works are expected to follow the schedule below. Schedules are subject to change. In the event of any query the duty OFLO
should be contacted for updates.
• Horizon Geobay will leave site (28th/29th of June)
• GeoOcean III will begin geophysical survey on the 15th/16th of June.
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Greens of Crail - reusing plastic

The scallop tubs which are quite well made and are ideal for salmon are available if anyone would prefer a reusable tub
instead of a plastic bag - please ask. Also if anyone wishes to bring in their own plastic tubs for haddock there is no issue
as it can simply be tared on the scales.
thanks Clem at Greens`
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We are confident that we have assembled a superb programme for our 2019
Festival (17-27 July). As in previous years we would like to invite local residents to help us make the Festival a big success. You
can do this either by making a financial contribution as a Friend of the Festival or by volunteering just a little of your time. A
note about volunteering has already appeared in Crail Matters.
Becoming a ‘Friend of Crail Festival’. New Friends can do this by sending a donation along with a copy of the donation form
below: Friends from recent years will receive a personal invitation to renew their friendship. As a small thank you, Friends will
be invited to the Art Exhibition Preview and reception on 16 July at 7:30pm in the Town Hall.
We are sure you will enjoy this year’s programme, details of which will appear soon on our website, www.crailfestival.com.
Geoff Robinson for The Crail Festival Committee.
(The Royal Burgh of Crail Festival Society Trust (known as Crail Festival Society) is a Charity; Charity No SC020929)

Crail Festival Box Office will be open 10am-2pm in the Golf Hotel this coming Saturday 8 June and the following Saturday 15
June. Ideal opportunities to buy your tickets.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Difficulties in accessing GP Services at Skeith Medical Centre

The Community Council have reeived complaints about the difficulty of making GP appointments at Skeith Medical Centre.
‘Strong complaints have been made to us that it is now more difficult to make an appointment due to only being able to book
an appointment a week in advance; when a week contains a bank holiday, there is only 1 day available to phone for an appointment. This means there are less appointments available when residents phone to book an appointment which obviously
limits the chances of our residents getting an appointment. ‘
A letter of complaint has been sent to the Medical Centre manager; Crail Matters will continue to monitor this and report developments.

Crail Matters

We continue to need funds. If you have already donated, then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a donation?
You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-26-28, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to ‘Crab Publishing’ given
to any member of the Editorial Board or posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail, KY10 3XN. Many thanks. A special
note of thanks to the kind anonymous donor who posted a generous donation through the door of one of the Editorial
Team.
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Community Council Notes

Our new website is https://crailcc.com/
Next Community Council
Meeting 7.15pm 24th June in the Town Hall
Scheme for the establishment of Community Councils
The Community Council were asked by Fife Council for views on specific areas of the Scheme for the establishment of Community Councils that we felt needed change. The principal concerns identified by the Crail Community Council relate to:
1.
The nature and purposes of Community Councils.
2.
The balance of decisional power between Fife Council, Fife Council Officers and Community Councils.
3.
The failure to implement fully the terms of the Local Government Act (Scotland) 1973.
4.
Control over local Common Good Funds.
5.
Planning Issues.
These concerns have been informed by recent Scottish Government reports emphasising the need to increase the role of Communities as essential partners in local policy making, and the Scottish Community Development Centre Report ‘Strengthening
Community Councils’. Further details of the Community Council response can be found on cccrail.com.

Your views?
- Efforts have been made over the past few years to have the rather old and decrepit signs at the entrance to Crail replaced, using
the name ‘Royal Burgh of Crail’ and the crest. Fife Council have refused to do this, and it seems the only way this can be done
is for the Community Council to fund the replacement. This is regrettable, but seems to be the only way forward. The same also
applies to replacement bins. If you have views please let us know at crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
- A proposal to use the title ‘Provost’ for the Chairman of the Community Council has been placed before the Council - this form
is used by other Community Councils.. The Council agreed to reintroduce the title Baille for the Town Crier. Views please to:
crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com.

10

The Crail
Seagull

I don’t know what to make of it all, why is Crail being so disregarded? The gossipy sparrow told me that the BBC has approached folks in Anstruther to take past in their ‘Big
Talk’ programme. Apparently, they want to make a short film on seagulls, it's true, he saw
the Tweet. Doesn’t the BBC know about me? A Seagull of breeding with quite a large following and I don’t mean other seagulls either. If I could use a telephone, I’d be ringing up
Caitlin Ann and putting her straight.

I’m fed up – The Scotsman has just published a list of 10 beautiful villages in Scotland to
visit and Crail isn’t even mentioned! Well, pardon me for being picky but I really don’t
think that Oban, Linlithgow or Broughty Ferry can be called villages. I’ve visited relatives
in all of them and they are most definitely towns! For a start, they all have banks and post
offices.

It’s one long complaint this week isn’t it. Sorry - but there’s lots to complain about. Have you seen the poor state of Marketgate?
Its full of weeds that no-one seems to bother about. Don’t the people who live there notice? Do they ever think to do anything
about it? It seems not. So much for civic duty. Mind you, on the positive side, when I’m up early in the morning I do see someone
picking up litter, and sometimes even rooting through the bins! He looks well dressed so it can’t be a tramp. I wonder who he
is.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing
2019: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, .
John Wilson
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