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Crail; The Jewel of the East Neuk.
An Appeal

At the last Community Council meeting, a proposal was made
to place a second Memorial bench at the War Memorial at the
Kirk Gate. The second bench would be placed at the opposite
side of the gate to the existing bench. Readers will recall the
last Memorial Day Service, when the memorial bench was
presented.

An appeal to raise funds to purchase a second bench now been
launched. The target of the appeal is £1000. For further information please contact Victor Reynolds. Crail Matters will be
very pleased to pass on any donations it might receive.

Related to this, the Community Council have established a
group to develop plans for the War Memorial Service for this
year, which will be held on Sunday 10 November. For further information please contact Bailie Hutchison at crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com.

Crail Museum & Heritage Centre
Coffee Morning
Saturday 6th July 2019
10am
British Legion Hall

Home Baking,
Preserves,
Raffle.
Admission £2

A Scottish
Charitable Incorporated Organisation
(Charity No.
SC023505)

Greens of Crail - reusing plastic

If you find yourself with some free time and a wish to get
involved in your local community, you can volunteer at
Crail Museum by calling 01333 450869 or email us at:
Volunteers.crailmuseum@gmail.com

A Scottish charitable Incorporated Organisation SC023505

Crail Matters Holiday

There will be no publication of Crail Matters on 26 August
and 2 September.
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The scallop tubs which are quite well made and are ideal
for salmon are available if anyone would prefer a reusable
tub instead of a
plastic bag please ask. Also if
anyone wishes to
bring in their own
plastic tubs for
haddock there is
no issue as it can
simply be tared
on the scales. thanks Clem at Greens`

WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell,
with Photographs by John Anderson
It is getting hard to keep track of the yellow wagtails breeding near
Yellow Wagtail
Crail this year. I think there may be as many as five nests – two
which have probably already fledged chicks. There were birds
around the Thirdpart area on the 18th but not the nests where two
females were very active two to three weeks ago. And at Barnsmuir
there are now three areas where there are yellow wagtails, at least
Painted Lady
one active nest with a female sitting, one with a female probably
feeding chicks and a third with a male hanging around as if there is
also a female incubating. Optimistically that’s five nests in four separate fields, spread over 2 km. The population seems to be growing
which is fantastic news for a species in decline in the UK and Europe
generally. I am still not seeing more yellow wagtails here than in
Africa when I join them for the winter, but they are beginning to feel more like an East Neuk bird.

I was sea watching at Fife Ness first thing on the 25th in the
vague hope of an early Mediterranean gull. There was constant auk passage – hundreds of puffins, guillemots and razorbills passing every few minutes as the three species work
as hard as they can to feed the peak demand of their rapidly
growing chicks on the May Island. Now is the time to learn
the three species as they pass one after the other. They are
easy on close view – you can see that guillemots are milk
chocolate and razorbills dark; that puffins have white faces.
But as they get further out it becomes trickier. I gave some
thought to what I use to split them at a distance. It’s all shape,
and tilt, and relative proportions of the front and back. Hard
Auks in flight
to describe except visually (see the illustration). I haven’t
quite got it quite right but it’s a reasonable guide to splitting
distant auks. Puffins are always easy – wobbling, oval rugby balls. Guillemots usually look bigger at the back and unevenly balanced. Razorbills look even and flat.

I took a slow route to work on the morning of the 27th, cycling up the Secret Bunker road, back down towards Kingsbarns past
Kippo, and then across around and through Upper and Lower Kenly farms. I was looking for corn buntings. These areas don’t
have more than a handful of birds. Hopefully they will spread out to them, but apparently not
this year. When I map the corn buntings each year, obvious holes appear. Some of them are
Corn Bunting
places where they don’t occur, but others are places where no-one has checked yet. False negatives. Well that day was an exercise in turning unknown negatives into true negatives – as
my PhD supervisor used to say (and it sounds better in his Geordie accent) - “good negative
data”. The only corn buntings I found off the beaten track were ones on the edge that I knew
about already. A good sign that we have covered the ground this year. Other new corn buntings
were between known singing males in high density areas at the sea end of the Kenly Burn and
between Wormiston and Cambo. They really like the fields close to the sea. Very similar fields
just a kilometre inland hardly have any. We still have a few weeks of the season to go, but the
total number of male singing corn buntings (the index we use to keep track of the population
because they are easy to count – although the joker in the pack is that a male may sometimes
have 2 or 3 females and nests on the go in a territory…) is up to 160. The total last year was 164 and that includes the farms that
the RSPB volunteers monitor in much more detail – they get the joker multiple occupancy territories. It looks like the total will
go well above 170 when the RSPB add their bit and so the population is still increasing. There were a lot of corn buntings at the end of the mild winter so perhaps not
Velvet Scoters
surprising, but still great news. The wildflower strips, fallow fields and the winter
feeding are really making a difference.
The wind was a bit easterly at the end of last week, bringing the seabirds in closer to
Crail. I enjoyed the auks and the manx shearwaters passing on the evening of the
27th. Two male velvet scoters came past, still in immaculate plumage, although I
suspect they will be off to a quiet bit of coast to moult now. Their orange bills and
white eye patches were positively glowing as they passed by the end of my garden.
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Denburn Park (the sheep field)

Throughout the Crail Community Charrette process
there was strong expression of interest in ‘improvements to the local path network and extending existing
green corridors.’

Crail Preservation Society was gifted Denburn Park
by Professor Dow in 1960, and since that time it has
remained as an occasional sheep field. CPS recently
discussed the idea of making Denburn Park an extension of Denburn Wood by planting it with trees, shrubs
and wild flowers. An orchard was started in the field
just a few years ago. The idea being that we would
open the park to public access which would create a
green corridor from Bow Butts to Roome Bay.

At this time this is still a proposal that we are exploring, there needs to be discussion with Scottish Water,
Fife Coast and Countryside Trust, RSPB and the
Woodland Trust. We would also like to make this a project that involves Crail’s young people so that we develop a long term interest in sustaining whatever is developed. We will keep you informed. If you would like to discuss this further please do not
hesitate to contact me on 01333 450108 or dennisgowans@btinternet.com.
Dennis Gowans – Chairman CPS.

Treaty of Versailles – 100th Anniversary

Signed 100 years ago on the 28th Jun 1919 by Germany and the Allied Powers, the
Treaty of Versailles brought an official end to the First World War, halted by ceasefire
on 11th November 1918. The treaty was signed in the Hall of Mirrors in the Palace of
Versailles, France and it took force on January 10th, 1920
The treaty, named after the Palace of Versailles where it was signed, set out the terms
of Germany’s acquiescence to the Allies.
The war to end all wars was over. It was now time to count the cost of this most bloody
of conflicts and mourn the dead.
•
888,246 British men and boys had fallen in service.
•
1,663,435 had been wounded.
Letter to the Editor
Ladies & Gentlemen,
Please forgive a long retired schoolmaster for his traditional if mythical red pen.
Your publication is excellent and deserves a professional polish. The title banner proclaims "Crail; jewel of the East Neuk" laudable sentiments but the use of the semi-colon is entirely inappropriate. What's needed is a colon.
In the Community Council notes article CC, and Fife Council, twice, are given plural verbs (have, have and fail). Whereas the
councils have many people as part of them they are each singular entities hence requiring singular verb forms.
Then charging points, clearly a plural, are awarded a singular "was".
Much power to your collective
John Clayton, Nethergate North

The East Neuk Book Group

East Neuk Book Group meet in the Cocoa Tree, Pittenweem. Come along and join us! All welcome We will be discussing the
following books on the first Thursday of every month. Discussion starts at 6pm but pop in from 5.30pm and have a chat over a
coffee or hot chocolate. £1 payable on the night. If you would like any further information or would like to join our mailing list,
please contact Coral at coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk
Thursday 4th July
Rose Tremain
The Gustav Sonata

Crail Matters

We continue to need funds. If you have already donated, then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a donation?
You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-26-28, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to ‘Crab Publishing’ given
to any member of the Editorial Board or posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail, KY10 3XN.
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93 bus to the Secret Bunker
A Day Out in the Summer Holidays

Stagecoach are running their summer school holiday 93 bus service to the Secret Bunker again this year. There are a number of
changes from last year’s service – the bus route has been extended to run on from St Andrews to Craigtoun Country Park. They
have also given up on trying to run the 93 bus to the same time every hour.

Craigtoun Park has various attractions for children, gardens to walk around, a cafe, miniature railway, boating lake. It is also on
the new Fife Pilgrim Way, due to officially open in early July with signposted walks - around 3 miles to St Andrews, 7 miles or
so to Ceres where you could catch a Moffat & Williamson service 64 back to St Andrews

As the 95 timetable is due to change on Monday 29th July the following suggestions for catching the 93 only apply from 1st
July until Saturday 27th July. The 09:24 Service 95 from Crail High St outside Penman's butchers is one of the best starts to
catching the 93 – the 95 arrives at Anstruther harbour at 09:38 where you get off and wait on the same side of the road for the
93 which this year always loops clockwise around Anstruther. The 93 arrives at 09:54 and takes you to the Secret Bunker for
10:05, St Andrews for 10:23 or Craigtoun Park for 10:35. If you miss this 95 for whatever reason, the next 95 in the opposite direction (09:55 from St Andrews Road) gets to St Andrews Bus Station at 10:25 where you can catch the 93 at 10:50 back to the
Secret Bunker for 11:08.

Other good buses to catch to the Secret Bunker, changing at Anstruther Harbour, are the 95 at 10:24 getting you to the Secret
Bunker for 11:35, the 12:24 95 gets you there for 13:05 and the 14:24 gets you to the Secret Bunker for 15:20.
Going to Craigtoun Park the 10:55 service 95 from St Andrews Road Crail gets you to St Andrews Bus Station for 11:25 and the
93 at 11:55 gets you to Craigtoun Park for 12:05. Or, go via Anstruther Harbour on the 12:24 from Crail High Street getting to
Craigtoun Park for 13:35.

Because the timetable doesn’t stick to the same time each hour the suggestions for where to change on the return journey vary
for each bus:
From the Secret Bunker for
most buses towards Anstruther
changing to the 95 by crossing
the road at the harbour is what
to do. But for the 16:23 the 95
is due quite soon so you would
be best crossing the road at
Toll Road in Cellardyke. And
on Saturdays the 17:33 is not
well timed for catching a 95,
you end up with over an hour
waiting in Anstruther.
From Craigtoun Park you are
as well changing to the 95 in
St Andrews, except for the
15:52 when it’s quicker to stay
on to Toll Road in Cellardyke
and cross the road there.

The best ticket to use for these
suggested journeys is a Stagecoach North East Fife
Dayrider at £8.20 for an adult
or £16.40 for a group – a
group consists of 3 adults, or 2
adults and 2 children or 1 adult
and 3 children. If you want to
add the ability to use the Moffat & Williamson 64 bus that
travels between St Andrews
and Ceres via the entrance to
Craigtoun Park then you need
an ABC East Fife Zone day
ticket at £9 for an adult or £5.50 for a child. Plus £1 for each new smartcard you need to buy.
Enjoy the summer exploring Fife by bus!
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Alan Giles

Singing for the Memory
and Music and Movement
for people with Dementia and their Carers at
Kilrenny Parish Church Hall

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays
Singing for Memory
Music and Movement
31 July
28 August
11 September
25 September
13 November
30 October
11 December
27 November

Community Transport
Transport service for people with visual impairments in the East Fife area.

Royal Voluntary Service volunteers provide Community
Transport for trips where mobility issues can make it difficult, if not impossible, for you to use public transport or if
you live in rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually
include getting to or from hospital or to a GP appointment
but can also include trips to the shops or into town or to social activities.
Telephone: 0330 555 0310
Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/ourservices/service-enquiry?serviceid=884

CRAIL MUSEUM
AND HERITAGE
CENTRE

MUSEUM OPENING TIMES
1st June - 27th October: Daily
Guided Walks: Wednesdays and Sundays
Monday - Saturdays: 11am - 4pm
Sundays: 1.30pm - 4pm
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always
gratefully received.
Guided Walks
It is not a difficult walk but there is a steep hill down to and up
from the harbour.
Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm start, walks usually
lasts 1.5 - 2 hours.
Adults £3.00 Children (10 - 17) £1.00

Contact your Fife Councillor?

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am
Mobile Library
The mobile library calls at Marketgate every 2nd Thursday.

Skeith Surgery

Routine GP appointments - appointments released Monday
at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday morning for
the following week. Appointments released Wednesday at 2
pm for Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday the following week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month in advance.

Crail Bowling Club

Our club has now opened for the season and we welcome new
members or anyone wishing to try bowls. Single game tickets
are available.
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Useful Emergency Numbers

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive
because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think
of standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the
health centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy
hospital that you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new
to Crail and don’t know many people yet. That bit of help
is there and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service If you could do with that bit of help, ring.
01333 450096.

Less than 3 weeks to go now. Some events like Archery are selling out very
quickly. Do book now to avoid disappointment. Outstanding musical events
feature prominently in an exciting programme. The Blueswater effectively
launch the Festival at 8pm on 17 July in the Community Hall. Blazin Fiddles
will be in Crail Kirk at 8pm on Thursday 18 July. Cat Loud, amazing Scottish cabaret singer, will be performing in the Kirk Hall at 8pm on Friday
19 July. A talented Scottish band with a compelling American lead singer Ali Affleck & the Copeer Cats- will be in the Community Hall at 8pm on
Wednesday 24 July. An outstanding Folk Club Concert with Siobhan Miller,
Jim and Rosie Malcolm and Johnny Izatt will enthrall a large audience at
8pm in the Community Hall on Thursday 25 July. Come early and savour a
taster of Darnley's Gin. Internationally renowned classical guitarist Michael
Christian Durrant makes a welcome return in the Community Hall at 8pm
on Friday 26 July. Our headline , closing act at 8 pm in the Community Hall
on Saturday 27 July is Something Blue one of the hottest wedding bands in
the country. Dance the night away until 23.30! Music! Music! Music!
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Community Council Notes

Our new website is https://crailcc.com/
Next Community Council
Meeting 7.15pm 26 August in the Town Hall
Community Council Work Plan
The Council discussed the proposed work plan and agreed that detailed costed proposals would be developed:
a. To resurface with stones Marketgate, clean the Hens Ladder, paint railings, and resurface paths in Victoria Park and the Kirk.
This work will be co-ordinated by Bailie Jerdan.
b. Bailie Hutchison will develop plans to replace some of the bins at greatest risk of seagull depredation with seagull proof (or
deterrent) bins. In all probability 3 or 4 bins will be replaced - it is understood that there are no funds available from Fife Council
to increase the number of bins, and that any new additional bins will not be emptied. There will be discussions with Fife Council
officials to ensure continuing emptying of any new replacement bins.
c. Cllr. Jude Gallon-Fry will develop plans to improve path’s signage.
These proposals will be discussed further with Fife Council officials to explore funding opportunities from Fife Council resources,
after which a proposal (or proposals) for Common Good funding for each, to cover whatever costs might remain will be made.
Given the level of funding required, it is likely that these proposals will be referred to Fife Council’s North East Fife Area Committee. Because of the schedule of meetings, there will not be time to present them to the Community Council before submission.
It was agreed that proposals should be submitted appropriate to meet the meeting schedule, but that they would be made available
on the Community Council website for inspection prior to submission.
A number of these initiatives will require volunteers to help complete them, and the Council hopes the broader Crail community
will help.
It was also agreed that discussions with the Preservation Society will proceed with a view to developing strategies for conservation
of the Mercat Cross, and that discussions with Fife Council about replacing the Crail name signs will also take place with a view
to establishing what funding, if any, might be available.
In total these various works will represent a major investment in Crail but should result in a noticeable improvement of the environment.

Provost and Bailie
The presentation of the Crail Coat of Arms to the Community Council was a recognition of both the ancient origins of Crail and
continuity of the old Royal Burgh with the current Community Council as the inheritor of both the Arms and traditions. At the
Community Council meeting of 27 May a proposal was made to reintroduce the titles of Provost and Bailie as a recognition of
that continuity of tradition. It was noted that this practise has been adopted by a number of Community Councils. A decision on
this was held over to allow further consultation and public notification. After further consideration (including expressions of
support) it was agreed at the Community Council Meeting of 25 June to reintroduce the use of the titles Provost and Bailie as
follows:
- the holder of the elected Chair of the Community Council will take the title of Provost (to be described as Chair and Provost).
- the holder of the elected Deputy Chair of the Community Council will take the title of Bailie (to be described as Deputy Chair
and Bailie).
- the holder of the office of Town Crier will take the title of Bailie (to be described as Town Crier and Bailie).

Denburn Field
Concerns were raised at the Council meeting by two members of the public over proposals to open up the Den Burn and to plant
trees in the field currently used for sheep grazing. This property is owned by Crail Preservation Society, and whilst the Community
Council are happy to facilitate discussions, decisions on this lie essentially with The Preservation Society. This field lies within
The Crail Conservation Area and the Conservation Area Appraisal makes reference to: ‘There are several significant areas of
public and private open space within the conservation area. These individually and collectively contribute much to its special
character. The conservation area is unusual in that along most of its periphery it contains natural or semi-natural greenspace
or other natural open space. This not only helps define the historic area but exerts a strong influence on its character.’.It is
worth noting that proposals discussed as part of the Charrette included the development of paths and woodland from the sea
through Denburn and the proposed new North Crail development. In terms of preserving the qualities of Crail, and in terms of
both conservation and environmental protection, the Charrette proposals are important and it would seem appropriate to treat
them as a whole, rather than focusing on an element.

Skeith Medical Practice
At the 27 May Community Council concerns were raised about the difficulties of obtaining appointments at Skeith Medical
Practice. The complaints were forwarded to the Practice, who replied stressing that difficulties around access to General Practice
is a wide spread national problem. They continued that at the end of last year a decision was made to release appointments no
more that 1 week in advance to manage patient demand. After experience, in January the Practice decided to release 50% of
routine appointments on a Monday and 50% on a Wednesday. This meant more appointments were released at a time and since
then appointments have been able to be made up to 9 days in advance. However the missed appointment rate has also risen - 75
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missed in January, 109 February, 107 March, 106 April and 124 in May.

Community Council Notes cont.

The current allocation of Doctors is 4.1 full time equivalent GPs. Although there are 6 partners in the Practice it is not funded
to have 6 full time GPs. The Practice receives a fixed amount of funding which is enough for each registered patient to have on
average two appointments per year. Ten years ago this was the average number of times a patient visited their GP. However,
the AVERAGE now is six appointments per year with some elderly and vulnerable patients needing to see the doctor from ten
to fifteen times a year. The Practice has been advertising for new doctors for over 6 months now as Dr Hall is retiring in August;
however there have been no applications and the Practice will be relying on short term locum cover for about 25% of all GP
time for the foreseeable future. Locums are also increasingly difficult to come by and therefore at this time the Practice is
unable to offer appointments any further in advance than at present as it will be difficult to know what availability will be.

Concerns were raised about continuity of care. It certainly would be ideal if patients saw the same Doctor every visit, but in todays climate this is not always possible. Reception will offer people who call the first available appointment with one of the
Doctors if your first choice is not available. Refused appointments will be recorded on patient notes. To ensure people receive
the right care from the right healthcare professionals, reception staff have been instructed by the Doctors to ask certain questions.
It is stressed that all reception staff maintain a high level of confidentiality.

Due to the limitations that the Practice has in controlling resources, the Practice urges Crail residents to contact their MP, MSP
and local councillors. Suggestions would be welcome from these politicians on how the situation and current staffing can be
improved.

Short-term Lets

Short-term lets have recently been in focus in some parts of Scotland and the Scottish Government is currently consulting on a regulatory framework for the sector. To inform this, the Scottish
Government has commissioned Indigo House to undertake a research project which will explore the impacts of short-term lets –
positive and negative - on communities, with a focus on
neighbourhoods and housing. It will involve short-term lets hosts,
residents, local businesses and community actors across 5 locations
in Scotland. The final research report will be published on the Scottish Government website later this year.

One of the 5 areas that will form a case study is East Neuk and
Landward council ward, including Crail. The Community Council
have been invited to contribute to this review. If you have any views
on this that you would like to be forwarded to the review, please let
the Council know on crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com.

Crail Parish Church of Scotland

(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)
Linked with St Ayle
Intimations
There will be a Session meeting on the 30th July at 7.00pm in the
Kirk Hall.
Crail Church will be serving Teas and Coffees before the church
Service during July and August at 10.30am come and join us for
refreshments and fellowship.
Pastoral visits: As we now have no locum please let the elders or
myself (Helen) know if anyone requires a visit especially where
people have been admitted to hospital.
Church Opening: Marjory Richardson will be organizing the rota
for church opening during the summer on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday afternoons 2.00 and 4.00pm. Please see Marjory if you
can help.
Next Sunday will be the Rev Ewen Gilchrist.
Kirk Sale will be on the 17 July 2019.

The Crail
Seagull

The Seagull is very pleased that Fife Council have sited
a gull proof bin by the bus stop on St Andrews Road. It's
one of the few bins I wouldn’t rummage in anyway as
there's hardly ever any food waste in there. Lets hope they
don’t put these bins anywhere else in Crail, otherwise I’ll
go hungry.

Have you heard all the planes flying around recently? It
has been very noisy around Fluke Dub. Since the air base
at Leuchars closed, there are very few planes around but
recently there have been quite a few. Do you think Mr
Trump is in cahoots with our new leader, whoever that
may be (as if we didn't already suspect), about a venture
into the Middle East again? I hope not, I'll seriously need
to consider relocation. I wonder if Kirsty & Phil would
help a seagull?

I see the big old tree has been well and truly cut up in
Denburn Wood. I wonder how long the cut wood will stay
before it disappears? Not too long would be my guess.

Looks like the playground at Roome Bay is getting its
make over. A bit slow, but still..... inevitable it would be
done just at the time the children are likely to want to paly
there - and what’s the betting it’s actually finished around
the time the holidays end.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing
2019: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, .
John Wilson
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