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www.crailmatters.com

CRAIL MATTERS
W/C 15 July 2019. No 117 Free - donations welcome 

Suggested hard copy Donation 40p 

Crail: The Jewel of  the East Neuk.
Holiday Homes Account for 3/4 of Houses on Shoregate

A recent survey of occupancy of houses on Shoregate reveals that around 25% of houses are permanently lived in, the rest are
either holiday homes or short term lets of some form (25% of the properties are short term lets of some form). ‘The most pho-
tographed harbour in Scotland, with no community heart’ one resident stated. Efforts are now underway to establish the extent
of holiday home ownership in Crail. In some areas of the East Neuk, notably Elie and Earslferry, a recent report suggests
almost 50% of homes are holiday homes,  with permanent occupancy levels of zero in some parts of those communities.
Whilst holiday homes bring in some income to the home owner and to local services, they effectively take out potential homes
for local people, who generally cannot afford the prices. Recent property sales in Crail seem to support this where properties
in the conservation area command premium prices. When this is added to the problem of unoccupied or unused buildings
(also a problem in Crail) this represents a major issue for the sustainability of Crail as a viable community. This issue is cur-
rently the subject to a Scottish Government Review.

Denburn Dispatches
Another fine day for our intrepid team of Denburn diggers – a good turn out despite the start of the holiday season and various
competing events – so thank you to those who came to work for their tea  and coffee! Both old hands and new enjoy the social
spirit and, as the saying goes, many hands make light work.

Now the leaning tree has come down and been sawn up we were able to further improve access
by clearing the path edges of spent cow parsley, tall nettles, overgrown shrubs and rampant
“sticky-willy”. Anyone can now easily walk the path up to the cemetery that had become a real
jungle and the other paths all look wider
and more inviting with their edges
cleared. Some of the sawn logs we’ve
moved to a shady area as seats but there
are plenty left by the tree for those who
want them.
We weeded the flower beds and spread
some chipped bark around the damp area
– although there is some talk that perhaps
we should take advantage, of what is
clearly a spring, to make a new wildlife
pond there – certainly at least one frog
was seen in the area.
Summer has brought a more uniform
greenness to the Denburn but there are still splashes of colour in the beds and white blossom
on the elder trees and other shrubs to look out for. And while there is less birdsong than in
Spring, it is worth sitting or standing still for a short while to spot baby birds out exploring.
Next Denburn digger day will be on August 3rd at 10am when we hope to welcome as many
new and old hands again. Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided at half time.

Vacancy – Morton of Pitmilly Countryside
Resort

We are looking for an experienced Front of House Team
Member w/Business Dev. & PA skills to join an estab-
lished and award winning resort in Kingsbarns. The re-
sort is renowned for its excellent customer service,
facilities and beautiful surroundings.
This is a full time role (40 hours per week) and requires
excellent administration and customer service skills.
Days required to work are Tuesday through Saturday.
If interested in this position, please email admin@pit-
milly.co.uk for a full job description.

Ash Dieback
A case of ash dieback has been identified in Denburn. This fungal
disease has spread from the continent and  has reached just about
every corner of England and Wales, and is advancing through Scot-
land. 
It is lethal to the trees affected and there is nothing we can to to halt
its advance.
The disease can be identified by a dead crown, leaves curling and
dying and the bark showing signs of canker.
The case we identified has been reported to the Forestry Commis-
sion as required. If you spot a case, type ash dieback into the search
box on their website and you will be guided through a form.
Our reported case has now been entered on the grid map on the Fife
Council website, one of the very few cases in our area so far.
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The Putting Green will be open 
1.30pn - 7.00pm

22 June - 25 August
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WILD CRAIL 
Will Cresswell, 

with Photographs by John Anderson
There will be no Wild Crail 22 and 29 July

The first summer Mediterranean gull was still in residence at Balcomie
Beach on the 5th. Most of the black-headed gulls had moved on but it
remained with first summer common gulls and herring gulls, three red-
shank and five dunlin. Much of the seaweed had gone too, although
the back of the beach is sculpted into peat-like hags and the smell, of
course, remains.

On the morning of the
6th it was the turn of a
knot on Balcomie
Beach. A returning,
full summer
plumaged bird – lots
of red below to show off to a mate and speckles of arctic lichen above to cam-
ouflage the red from Arctic foxes when sitting on a nest. On the way back to
Crail I heard a quail singing from the wheat field opposite the entrance to
Kilmining. One has been calling there for about a week now – it was calling
every two minutes or so in quick bursts. They are quite distinctive (“wet-my-
lips”) but it is not a loud call. 

On the 7th was a slight reshuffling of the characters of the week on Balcomie Beach. The Mediterranean gull was still there
wading through the thick seaweed soup with the other gulls. Although a lot of seaweed has been washed away, what remains
has decomposed into a thick black sludge, slowing the waves coming in like an oil spill. But unlike oil this is all good and
there were again hundreds of gulls and starlings feeding on the seaweed maggots washing out from it. And the knot was still
around as a lone shorebird at the feast.
House martins are the small blue and white swallows that nest under house eaves
in pot shaped mud nests. They are the ones with the white rump and the chirruping
calls. They, like most summer migrants, have declined a lot – 50% since 1970 in
the UK - and they have certainly become a bit less common around Crail in the 16
years I have been here. They nest colonially and their favoured site is under a
steeply sloping eave with regular protruding joists. They like the pro shop at the
golf club at Balcomie and the houses along Roome Bay Avenue for example. Some
people like them nesting on their houses. It is a joy to hear them gently warbling
away in their nests at night or see them swooping agilely catching insects around
the garden. Others are not so keen. The piles of droppings accumulating on window
ledges or worse dropping down above a front door are too much. The response is
then to net the eaves during the winter to force them to move on next summer. House martins have lost a lot of their nest sites
in recent years through changes in house design and decreased tolerance of householders. But I think the real reason they are
declining is probably lack of insects. We are recording huge declines in insects all over Europe as farming becomes more in-
tensive and we increase our use of pesticides and herbicides.

It has always been tough to be a house martin I think. They are susceptible to
bad weather here in the summer, on migration, and then on the wintering
grounds in Africa. They nest naturally in rare habitats like sea cliffs and caves.
But they cast their lot with us, shifting to our farmhouses and messy insect rich
farming habitats, and rambling villages and towns, full of horses and small hold-
ings. Things were better for house martins for two or three thousand years. But
its now all a bit sterile – think, when was the last time you saw a cowpat? True
its all a bit neater and less smelly for us, but much less interesting and much
less full of wildlife like house martins and indeed barn swallows. We still have
a few house martin colonies around Crail, but it is not a certainty for the future.
They, like many species that live in close association with us, still need wild

plants and insects in the spaces between our buildings, and we need to keep habitat for them. Crail is not a bad place with lots
of habitat sneaking its way between the denser bits of housing. And we have the beach and the seaweed of course – the best
place to see a house martin is along the shore at Roome Bay because it has good nesting sites right next to the best insect
supply in Crail. But we can do more. The unmown grass strips above the beach and at Castle Walk are a great example. This
year they will be adding lots of extra insect food for the house martins as well as the barn swallows, the swifts and the sand
martins. And all just because we asked the Council not to spend our money so often, cutting all of the grass, all of the time.
House martins break my heart a bit – like spotted flycatchers and cuckoos and other characters from my childhood that are be-
coming scarcer – but they also make me very happy every time I see them. Thankfully that is still every summer day in Crail.          

Mediterranean Gull and Starling

Knot

House Martin

House Martin
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An Appeal
At the last Community Council meeting, a proposal was
made to place a second Memorial bench at the War Memo-
rial at the Kirk Gate. The second bench would be placed at
the opposite side of the gate to the existing bench. Readers
will recall the last Memorial Day Service, when the memo-
rial bench was presented. 

An appeal to raise funds to purchase a second bench now
been launched. The target of the appeal is £1000. For further
information please contact Victor Reynolds. Crail Matters
will be very pleased to pass on any donations it might re-
ceive. 

Related to this, the Community Council have established a
group to develop plans for the War Memorial Service for
this year, which will be held on Sunday 10 November. For
further information please contact Bailie Hutchison at crail-
communitycouncil@gmail.com.

Greens of Crail - reusing plastic
The scallop tubs which are quite well made and are ideal
for salmon are available if anyone would prefer a reusable
tub instead of a plastic bag - please ask. Also if anyone
wishes to bring in their own plastic tubs for haddock there
is no issue as it can simply be tared on the scales.    thanks
Clem at Greens`

Letter to the Editor

I hope we can fire up a rousing discussion about gram-
mar and spelling on this platform. Our last two weeks’
submissions show that language is living, always evolv-
ing. There are no absolutes in many cases.

However, today, I am bringing up a rule of grammar
which easy to remember but constantly broken - in our
village and in this very newspaper and, sadly, univer-
sally. That is the rule of possession. It has to do with the
little symbol called an apostrophe ‘ used to show what
belongs to whom. (I feel I can pronounce upon this
issue, having read English Language and Literature and
Latin at university and having taught primary school
pupils for 25 years). Children start at age 10 to learn
about apostrophes. I can see the page in my mind’s eye:

A ‘ goes before the ‘s’ showing belonging, as in Sally’s
pullover, the coat’s pockets
A  ‘ goes after the ‘s’ showing belonging to more than
one thing/person, as in the girls’ scarves, the roads’ pot-
holes

That’s enough for one day. Your homework is to look
out for Crail shops whose signs do not follow this rule.
Think of the visitors who smile at my/our quaint
spelling.

Tracy Fryer

East Neuk Book Group

We meet in the Cocoa Tree Pittenweem.
Come along and join us!

All welcome!

We will be discussing the following books on the first
Thursday of every month. Discussion starts at 6pm but
pop in from 5.30pm and have a chat with us over coffee

or hot chocolate.
£1 payable on the night.

Thursday 1st August
Mike Gayle

Half a World Away

Thursday 5th September
Barbara Kingsolver

Unsheltered

Thursday 3rd October
Danny Scheinmann

Random Acts of Heroic Love

If you would like further information or would like to join
our mailing list, please contact Coral

coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk

Temporary Road Closure 19-20 July

WHERE? Crail, Rumford (from property no. 1 to Nether-
gate); and Nethergate from Castle Walk to boundary of
property no. 50/Marine Hotel.
The alternative route for through traffic will be via Tolbooth
Wynd, High Street and Castle Street, Crail.
Access for emergency service vehicles and pedestrians will
be maintained.
WHEN? Friday 19/07/19 at 6.00 p.m. to Saturday 20/07/19
at 6.00 p.m.
WHY? The Order is to allow the Crail Festival Street Mar-
ket to take place in safety.

Nethergate

Alternative route
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Crail Matters
We continue to need funds. If you have already donated,
then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a
donation? You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-26-
28, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to ‘Crab
Publishing’ given to any member of the Editorial Board or
posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail, KY10 3XN. 

Crail Matters Holiday
There will be no publication of Crail Matters on 26 August

and 2 September.

A bit of a mystery - update
After the publication last week of the religious graffiti on
the signboard on Castle Walk, we have been informed that
in St Andrews there has been a spate of similar graffiti
(some 417 pieces). An individual has been identified for
that and arrested and is, we understand, awaiting trial.
Similar graffiti has appeared in Cupar.

A Wet Crail 
Resident

A resident Pheas-
ant not enjoying
the wet weather!!

The Crail  
Seagull

I'm shocked! More bad news from my relative 'down south' - Five gulls died of "horrendous injuries" when they were run over
by a driver who had lured them on to the road with chips, the RSPCA said. "We understand chips had been placed in the road and
that the driver sped up and aimed at the birds, before driving away as they struggled with broken wings and other horrendous in-
juries in the road," the RSPCA spokesperson added.  Just so you know: we gulls are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981. The maximum penalty for injuring, or killing wild birds is six months in prison sentence and/or an unlimited fine.

Not a lot happening at Fluke Dub lately. The weather has been so lovely I took up my usual
summer residence. The golfers are a bit of a pain at times (and recently I’ve had a few nar-

row escapes from golf balls). I wonder if they are
aiming at me, or are they just not very good?

Have you seen the progress (or rather lack of
progress) on the new playground at Roome Bay?
I know nothing about building works, but a rather
grand duck (who does know all about these
things) was telling me that it looks a mess. Stuff
seems to be just lying around with no apparent
plan. Who will take a bet on it being ready just as
the school holidays end?

Coastguard Warning

Leven & St Andrews Coastguard Teams have issued the
following warning:

Be very careful when you go to the beach. Before you go in,
watch the sea. If you see a space crossed between the waves,
do not enter. It's a RIP CURRENT and you will be pulled back
in. Please tell your family and friends. This can save lives. If
you see anyone in danger ring 999 and ask for COAST-
GUARD!

Advert/copy  submission to Crail Matters

The Editors are happy to accept material for puublication in
a variety of formats, but we prefer .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard to
efficient use of space - we cannot guarranttee to publish in
origional format large adverts designed as posters. We re-
serve the right to edit material. 
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R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable
Tuesdays  St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Crail Mobile Post Office Service
Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

Contact your Fife Councillor?
Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk  07725 223773.

cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311

cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Useful Emergency Numbers
Samaritans 116 123
Breathing Space 0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line 01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work 03451 551503
NHS24 111
Police 101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights) 0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number 0800 028 6231

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours  and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service.  It’s only when you  can’t drive
because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think
of standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the
health centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy
hospital that you wish for a bit of help.   Maybe you’re new
to Crail and don’t know many people yet.  That bit of help
is there and has been for 54 years in Crail.  It’s the Hospital
Car Service If you could do with that bit of help, ring.
01333 450096.

Mobile Library
The mobile library calls at Marketgate every 2nd Thursday.

Singing for the Memory 
and Music and Movement 

for people with Dementia and their Carers at
Kilrenny Parish Church Hall

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays
Singing for Memory Music and Movement
31 July
28 August 11 September
25 September 13 November
30 October 11 December
27 November

CRAIL MUSEUM 
AND HERITAGE

CENTRE
MUSEUM OPENING TIMES
1st June - 27th October:  Daily 
Guided Walks:  Wednesdays and Sundays 
Monday - Saturdays:  11am - 4pm
Sundays:  1.30pm  -  4pm 
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always
gratefully received.
Guided Walks
It is not a difficult walk but there is a steep hill down to and up
from the harbour.
Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm start, walks usually
lasts 1.5 - 2 hours. 
Adults £3.00     Children (10 - 17) £1.00

Skeith Surgery
Routine GP appointments - appointments released Monday
at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday morning for
the following week. Appointments released Wednesday at 2
pm for Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday the fol-
lowing week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month in ad-

vance.

Crail Bowling Club

Our club has now opened for the season and we welcome new
members or anyone wishing to try bowls. Single game tickets
are available.

Community Transport
Transport service for people with visual im-

pairments in the East Fife area.
Royal Voluntary Service volunteers provide Community
Transport for trips where mobility issues can make it diffi-
cult, if not impossible, for you to use public transport or if
you live in rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually
include getting to or from hospital or to a GP appointment
but can also include trips to the shops or into town or to so-
cial activities.
Telephone: 0330 555 0310
Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/our-
services/service-enquiry?serviceid=884
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Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We
reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2019:
Editorial Team this week:  Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,  Max Taylor,  John Wilson

Community Council Notes

Our new website is https://crailcc.com/
Next Community Council 

Meeting  7.15pm 26 August  in the Town
Hall

Common Good consultation by Fife Council
Under the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015
and following Scottish Government Guidance, Fife Council
have a duty to publish a Common Good register. Common
good is property owned by a local authority which has been
passed down, through local government reorganisation, from
former burghs. Those burghs would have received it as a gift
or purchased it. The definition of what is and what isn’t com-
mon good is complex and relies on the interpretation of case
law: not all former burgh property is common good. However,
it includes land and buildings, and moveable items such as
furniture and art. It will normally include a fund of cash,
which is made up of investments and income both from rents
and disposals of property. 
Part 8 of the Community Empowerment Act 2015 seeks to in-
crease transparency about the existence of common good as-
sets and to ensure there is community involvement in
decisions taken about their identification, use and disposal.

The consultation on the Common Good Register lasts 12
weeks starting on 1 July 2019 and closing at the end of
September 2019. 

Crail Parish Church of Scotland
(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)

Linked with St Ayle
Intimations 

Chat Bite: There will be no Chat bite this Wednesday as it is
the Kirk Sale.
Stepping stone coffee morning every Tuesday 10.00 - 11.30
at St Ayles@Anstruther.
There will be a Session meeting on the 30th July at 7.00pm in
the Kirk Hall.
Crail Church will be serving Teas and Coffees before the
church Service during July and August at 10.30am come and
join us for refreshments and fellowship.
Pastoral visits: As we now have no locum please let the elders
or myself (Helen) know if anyone requires a visit especially
where people have been admitted to hospital.
Church Opening: Marjory Richardson will be organizing the
rota for church opening during the summer on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday afternoons 2.00 and 4.00pm. Please
see Marjory if you can help..
Next Sunday worship will be led by the worship team.

Kirk Sale will be on the 17 July 2019.

Donations for the stalls will be greatly appreciated and can be
handed into the Community Hall on the evening of Tuesday
16th, 6.00 – 7.00pm and on the morning of the sale, 10.00 –
12 noon. If you wish anything to be collected for the stalls
please contact the stall holders. 
Doors open at 2.00pm and more information can be had from
Helen Armitage 450516.
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Crail Community Partnership (CCP)
SC049189 

Membership Form
Membership Forms and remittances can be returned to the Membership Secretary at:

Membership Secretary, Crail Community Partnership,
17 Pinkerton Road,

Crail,
KY10 3UB

or arrange for collection by corresponding with the Membership Secretary by email at:
crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com or by calling 01333 450108

MEMBERSHIP TYPE:
Ordinary member:
! 16 years or over
! Ordinarily resident in or owns or occupies property within the community
! Entitled to vote at a local government election in a polling station that includes the Community or part of
it
! Supports the objects and activities of the CCP

Associate member (no election or voting rights):
1. Not ordinarily resident in the community

! Do not own or occupy property in the community
! Support the objects and activities of CCP

2. Or an individual nominated by a non-corporate organisation that supports the objects and activities of
CCP

Junior member (no election or voting rights):
! Individuals aged between 12 and 15 (whether or not they are ordinarily resident in the Community) who
support the objects and activities of the SCIO.
! Junior Members are free.

Ordinary Membership £1                                 Life membership £5
Payments may be made by Bank Transfer to Sort Code 83-15-08 Account Nr. 00112110. Please include

your name for reference. 
Type of membership:
Ordinary Member            Associate Member             Junior Member

FULL NAME: ..................................................................................................... 

ADDRESS:..........................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................ 

POSTCODE:.................................... 

EMAIL:............................................................................................................... 

Signature:.........................................................................................................   Date:........./......./........

If you would like to receive further email correspondence about the Crail Charrette and Crail Community
Partnership please check this box.

We will treat your personal details with the utmost care and will never provide them to other 
organisations.


