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Crail; The Jewel of  the East Neuk.

An Appeal

At the last Community Council meeting, a proposal was made to
place a second Memorial bench at the War Memorial at the Kirk
Gate. The second bench would be placed at the opposite side of the
gate to the existing bench. Readers will recall the last Memorial Day
Service, when the memorial bench was presented. 

An appeal to raise funds to purchase a second bench now been
launched. The target of the appeal is £1000. For further information
please contact Victor Reynolds. Crail Matters will be very pleased
to pass on any donations it might receive. 

Related to this, the Community Council have established a group to
develop plans for the War Memorial Service for this year, which
will be held on Sunday 10 November. For further information please
contact Bailie Hutchison at crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com.

Crail Folk Club
Next guest night. Thursday 11th July 8pm Crail Town Hall BYOB £8. 

Our guests are the Ian Walker Band "I was thoroughly entertained and in-
spired." George Hamilton 1V Nashville Tennessee

Ian Walker is a successful and popular singer and songwriter based in Glas-
gow.  His songs "Still" and "The Everlasting Way" and his cover version of
Amanda McBroom's "The Rose" from his last solo album "Singing the River"
topped World/European, UK and Country charts in 2011. Ian has published
two song books and released eighteen albums,
including three with Fellside Records, Cumbria and one (with Ian Bruce) on
Greentrax Records, Edinburgh..

Ian performs solo but also records and sings as “The Ian Walker Band” with
Moe Walker and Country Gospel singer Jimmy Scott who has acted as support
for George Hamilton 1V, (America’s Ambassador of Country Music)
Nashville, Tennessee.

Greens of Crail - reusing plastic
The scallop tubs which are quite well made and are ideal
for salmon are available if anyone would prefer a reusable
tub instead of a plastic bag - please ask. Also if anyone
wishes to bring in their own plastic tubs for haddock there
is no issue as it can simply be tared on the scales.    thanks
Clem at Greens`

Crail 
and Kingsbarns
Branch RNLI

The recent coffee morning
in Crail Town hall raised a
total of £300.00.
Many thanks to everyone who supported the event.

Crail Charrette and Local Place Plan is now released.
Crail Matters is publishing with this issue a Special Digital Issue to give you details.
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WILD CRAIL 
Will Cresswell, 

with Photographs by John Anderson

Although we have had non-breeding curlews and oystercatchers on the rocky shore all month, I have been waiting for the first
migrant shorebird of the season to reappear after the sanderlings and dunlins left us three weeks ago. It was a grey plover on the
29th. An individual with no sign of breeding plumage so probably a non-breeding adult. It was sat out with the moulting eiders
on the rocks at Balcomie. And also at Balcomie, the shelduck chicks were still about. They are now much bigger and quite likely
to survive to fledging now. But only 5 left out of the original 10. Not too bad for a bird that can live for 25 years at least: a pair
only has to get two chicks to adulthood in a lifetime for the population to remain stable. The same thing applies to the eiders. A
good thing because there are few chicks remaining now. Some are nearly fledged but I saw a mixed age creche that morning
with two quite young chicks with a third at least a week older. It makes sense for any age eider chicks to gang together for safety
in numbers.

There was a spectacular thunderstorm over Crail the evening of the 29th. We hardly
ever get thunderstorms on the East Neuk. Once or twice a summer. It was right over-
head, with hail and heavy rain – 3 millimetres in three minutes. That doesn’t sound
much but it usually takes a good few hours of rain here to get three millimetres
recorded on my rain gauge. The frogs in my garden were loving it – 23 degrees and
maximum humidity – proper amphibian weather.
The first redshanks were back on Balcomie Beach on the evening of the 1st. A flock
of ten. Still in breeding plumage. They were feeding along the tideline for a few min-
utes and then gone, already heading further south. The black-headed gulls are also
back in large numbers. There were about 50 on the beach that evening. Like the red-

shanks, all still in breeding plumage, but unlike them, here now for the winter.
The first Mediterranean gull of the season was on Balcomie
Beach the following evening. A second summer bird with a
bit of a black hood - definitely black and helping to make it
stand out among the 100 (now) black-headed gulls also on
the beach. There was also the first juvenile black-headed gull.
And many more waders compared to last night: 6 dunlin, a
common sandpiper, a bar-tailed godwit, a turnstone and 8
redshank. The beach is covered with rotting seaweed so the
feeding is great for both the gulls and the waders. It is a great
start to July. 
I was on the May Island on the afternoon of the 4th. As I left
Crail a great skua came in off the sea and flew over the High Street. Cutting off the corner of Fife Ness as it headed north. That
turned out to be the most unusual bird of the day. The crossing was fairly rough but there were the usual close flybys of gannets
and some more distant manx shearwaters. On the island there seemed to be arctic terns everywhere, and lots of chicks. This
meant the parents were even more aggressive, particularly as their chicks wandered onto the paths. But a few knocks on the head
by a tern is worthwhile when you know they seem to be having a good breeding season this year. Last year none fledged at all
– the gulls got them all. This year, fingers crossed, they are doing well. Part of this was the strategic removal of just two gulls
that were tern specialists early in the season. The puffins were bringing in mostly single big fish indicating they had big chicks
to feed. They are fledging at the moment: the young come out of their burrows at night to avoid the gulls and head out to sea on
their own. One of these “pufflings” that had taken a wrong turning the night before and ended up trapped in the toilets (oh dear
what can the matter be…) was released from the May Princess as we set off back to Anstruther and had got a safe distance away
from the island. The other species all had chicks. Many of the guillemots were sheltering big chicks under their wings as they
sat on the cliffs and there were well grown kittiwake and shag chicks in most nests. There was a flock of 15 turnstone down on
the rocks and some redshanks to show the turning of the season as well. Soon all the chicks will be fledging and it will be autumn
passage again.

Common Frog

Mediterranean Gull

Kittiwake and chick
Puffling
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Impact of Short Term Property Lets
Scottish Government has commissioned indepen-
dent research which will explore the impacts of
short-term lets –positive and negative – on commu-
nities, with a focus on neighbourhoods and housing.
For the purpose of this research we mean short-
term/holiday lets that are advertised on platforms
such as Airbnb, booking.com, TripAdviser etc. The
East Neuk of Fife is  one of 5 case study areas being
explored in the research. We are consulting with
community representatives, residents and busi-
nesses. The final research report will be published
at the Scottish Government website later this year.
Indigo House is undertaking this research and en-
quiries can be sent to regina.serpa@indigohouse-
group.com.Please note this research is separate to
the Scottish Government’s current consultation on
a possible regulatory framework for short term lets.

The Scottish Government client can be contacted
at STLresearch@gov.scot; alternatively contact the
Community Council on:
crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
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A bit of a mystery
The sign on Castle Walk has acquired a cross drawn in felt
tip. 

There are reports of another on the new plinth in
Anstruther. 
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Crail Matters
We continue to need funds. If you have already donated, then
thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a dona-
tion? You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-26-28, Ac-
count No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to ‘Crab
Publishing’ given to any member of the Editorial Board or
posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail, KY10 3XN. 

If you find yourself with some free time and a wish to
get involved in your local community, you can volunteer
at Crail Museum by calling 01333 450869 or email us
at: Volunteers.crailmuseum@gmail.com

A Scottish charitable Incorporated Organisation
SC023505
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E4'("30)O8).EP)1QR72)Temporary Road Closure

WHERE? Crail, Rumford (from property no. 1 to
Nethergate); and Nethergate from Castle Walk to
boundary of property no. 50/Marine Hotel.
The alternative route for through traffic will be via Tol-
booth Wynd, High Street and Castle Street, Crail.
Access for emergency service vehicles and pedestrians
will be maintained.
WHEN? Friday 19/07/19 at 6.00 p.m. to Saturday
20/07/19 at 6.00 p.m.
WHY? The Order is to allow the Crail Festival Street
Market to take place in safety.

Nethergate

Alternative route

Crail Parish Church of Scotland
(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)

Linked with St Ayle
Intimations 

Chat Bite: Every Wednesday in the Kirk Hall 10am-12pm
Stepping stone coffee morning every Tuesday 10.00 - 11.30
at St Ayles@Anstruther
There will be a Session meeting on the 30th July at 7.00pm in
the Kirk Hall
Crail Church will be serving Teas and Coffees before the
church service during July and August at 10.30am. Come and
join us for refreshments and fellowship.
Pastoral visits: As we now have no locum please let the elders
or myself (Helen) know if anyone requires a visit especially
where people have been admitted to hospital.
Church Opening: Marjory Richardson will be organizing the
rota for church opening during the summer on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday afternoons 2.00 and 4.00pm. Please
see Marjory if you can help.
Next Sunday will be the Rev Ewen Gilchrist
Kirk Sale will be on the 17 July 2019
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R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable
Tuesdays  St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Crail Mobile Post Office Service
Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

Contact your Fife Councillor?
Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk  07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or

07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Useful Emergency Numbers
Samaritans 116 123
Breathing Space 0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line 01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work 03451 551503
NHS24 111
Police 101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights) 0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number 0800 028 6231

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours  and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service.  It’s only when you  can’t drive
because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think
of standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the
health centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy
hospital that you wish for a bit of help.   Maybe you’re new
to Crail and don’t know many people yet.  That bit of help
is there and has been for 54 years in Crail.  It’s the Hospital
Car Service If you could do with that bit of help, ring.
01333 450096.

Mobile Library
The mobile library calls at Marketgate every 2nd Thursday.

Singing for the Memory 
and Music and Movement 

for people with Dementia and their Carers at
Kilrenny Parish Church Hall

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays
Singing for Memory Music and Movement
31 July
28 August 11 September
25 September 13 November
30 October 11 December
27 November

CRAIL MUSEUM 
AND HERITAGE

CENTRE
MUSEUM OPENING TIMES
1st June - 27th October:  Daily 
Guided Walks:  Wednesdays and Sundays 
Monday - Saturdays:  11am - 4pm
Sundays:  1.30pm  -  4pm 
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always
gratefully received.
Guided Walks
It is not a difficult walk but there is a steep hill down to and up
from the harbour.
Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm start, walks usually
lasts 1.5 - 2 hours. 
Adults £3.00     Children (10 - 17) £1.00

Skeith Surgery
Routine GP appointments - appointments released Monday
at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday morning for
the following week. Appointments released Wednesday at 2
pm for Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday the fol-
lowing week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month in ad-

vance.

Crail Bowling Club

Our club has now opened for the season and we welcome new
members or anyone wishing to try bowls. Single game tickets
are available.

Community Transport
Transport service for people with visual im-

pairments in the East Fife area.

Royal Voluntary Service volunteers provide Community
Transport for trips where mobility issues can make it diffi-
cult, if not impossible, for you to use public transport or if
you live in rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually
include getting to or from hospital or to a GP appointment
but can also include trips to the shops or into town or to so-
cial activities.
Telephone: 0330 555 0310
Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/our-
services/service-enquiry?serviceid=884
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Letter to the Editor
Sir,
Whilst admiring John Clayton's mission to maintaining linguistic standards (Letter to the editor 1st July), I fear he may have
strayed into the realms of pedantry. Admittedly noun -verb agreements are difficult but the following rules should apply:
1. Where group nouns can be considered as a single unit then a singular verb is correct.
However,
2. Group nouns can be considered as individual members within a single unit, for example, "council", and thus take a plural
verb.

Fellow pedant, Paul N Hutchison. 

A spectacular display

We saw some spectacular displays of noctilucent clouds over the past couple of weeks, and Crail with its high latitude and dark
horizons is a great spot to wait for them in a clear summer night. If you have never seen them before, it is worth waiting until
midnight or so and look towards the north, as long as no other clouds are in the way, there is a good chance you will see some
fuzzy, blueish, weird pattern, mostly confined to the region close to the horizon.

Noctilucent clouds are very different from normal clouds. They form at a height of about 50 miles above the surface of Earth,
much higher than other clouds,  halfway up to outer space, and shine at night when sunlight is reflected off ice crystals. The
origin of these clouds is still somewhat mysterious, they only seem to have been observed from the late 19th century onwards,
and there is a good chance that their appearance and increasing frequency is a result of man-made climate change. Apart from
that, they are fantastically beautiful - and for many people the highlight of the summer night sky.

The image was taken on July 1st from West Braes, just with my phone, no further equipment. When seen by eye the clouds are
far more impressive, and sometimes last for hours in Scotland.

Alexander Scholz

Crail Matters Holiday
There will be no publication of Crail Matters on 26 August and 2 September.

Basket Tombola                    Helen Armitage & Nancy Turner
Books Patrick Garrad 
Bottle Tombola Eric Dewhirst & Alan Menzies
Cake and Candy Pat Barker & Fiona Hill
Jewellery and Scarves Patricia Dewhirst  
Produce Liz Arnott & Marjorie Richardson
Teas The Guild 
White Elephant Ruby Mackie & Linda Douglas
Raffle Sandy Nelson & Andrew Purves

Children’s Stall Catriona Shepherd

Donations for the stalls will be greatly appreciated and can
be handed into the Community Hall on the evening of Tues-
day 16th, 6.00 – 7.00pm and on the morning of the sale,
10.00 – 12 noon. If you wish anything to be collected for the
stalls please contact the stall holders. 
Doors open at 2.00pm and more information can be had from
Helen Armitage 450516.

Kirk Sale 17 July 2019
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Only 10 days until the start of this year's Festival. Children's activities are rightly
accorded very high priority in the exciting programme. The selection in the first
3 days of the Festival confirms the range of children's events this year. The Sand-
castle Competition at 10am on the first morning at the Harbour Beach gets the
programme off to a flyer. The Afternoon at the Movies at 2pm in the Kirk Hall
, A Sing -Along with The Greatest Showman, brings the Barnum and Bailey cir-
cus to Crail. On Thursday 18 July the fun and interest are sustained with the
Rock Pool Guddle for 7 years and over meeting at the Hen's Ladder at 10am. In
the afternoon at 2pm in the Kirk Hall the Drama Workshop for 7-11 years un-
folds. Two very popular events on Friday 19 July are the Fossil
Hunt at 11am at Pathhead Nursery, followed by the very topical
Calling all Wizards in the Legion Hall at 1.30pm and 3pm. Buy
your tickets online at crailfestival.com or on the phone 0333
666 3366. Any queries please call 01333 451585 and leave a
message.

Crail CCrCraCraiCrailCrail FestivalCrail FCrail FeCrail FesCrail FestCrail FestiCrail FestivCrail FestivaCrail Festival Putting GreCrail Festival Crail Festival PCrail Festival PuCrail Festival PutCrail Festival PuttCrail Festival PuttiCrail Festival PuttinCrail Festival PuttingCrail Festival Putting Crail Festival Putting GCrail Festival Putting GrCrail Festival Putting GreenCrail Festival Putting GreeCrail Festival Putting Green 
2019 

Season 

TThThe PuTheThe The PThe Putting GThe PutThe PuttThe PuttiThe PuttinThe PuttingThe Putting The Putting GrThe Putting GreeThe Putting GreThe Putting GreenThe Putting Green will bThe Putting Green The Putting Green wThe Putting Green wiThe Putting Green wilThe Putting Green willThe Putting Green will The Putting Green will be The Putting Green will beThe Putting Green will be opThe Putting Green will be oThe Putting Green will be open The Putting Green will be opeThe Putting Green will be openThe Putting Green will be open  
1.30pm – 7.30pm 

22222nd J22n22nd22nd 22nd Jun22nd Ju22nd June 22nd June22nd June -- 25225th Au25t25th25th 25th A25th Aug25th Aug.25th Aug. 
Adults £1, Children (16yrs & under) 50p 

Crail CCrCraCraiCrailCrail feffestivfesfestfestifestivalfestivafestival 
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The Crail  
Seagull

I don't know about you but I'm loving the overgrown verges
around here. I saw this on a visit to Anstruther the other day.
Lots and lots of poppies and other wild flowers and all sorts
and kinds of wee creatures having the opportunity of bring-
ing up their young without the risk of being chopped into
pieces.

While I was sitting on the roof of the medical practice ad-
miring the flowers, I happened to glance through the roof
windows and was very surprised to see that in the first six
months of this year, over 600 people failed to keep their ap-
pointments! I think that's shocking, what a waste of every-
one's time.

I came into land on the Town Hall roof, a very good vantage
point to check out the many bins in the area. I spotted that
there was a new flag flying. I had to check it out with some
of my wider flying friends who told me it was the Star Span-
gled Banner, the flag of the United States of America! Well,
I thought, is Mr Trump now Prime Minister? These times
are very worrying. No, the flag was raised to celebrate
American Day of Independence. So Happy 4th July to our
American friends here in Crail.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We
reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2019:
Editorial Team this week:  Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,  Max Taylor,  .
John Wilson

Community Council Notes

Our new website is https://crailcc.com/
Next Community Council 

Meeting  7.15pm 26 August  in the Town
Hall

Crail Charrette and Local Place Plan
The Community Council are very pleased that the Charrette
process has resulted in the exciting if challenging Local Place
Plan (see Special Issue of Crail Matters for details). The final
report can be found at:
https://crailmatters.com/crail-charrette-deciding-crails-future-
local-place-plan/
This is truly an expression of local democracy and the Com-
munity Council are very pleased to have helped to initiate the
process and to fully participate in it. Well done all!!!

2019-20 Work Plan
Details of the funding elements of the work plan are still being
worked out. When the funding applications have been com-
pleted, documents will be put onto the Community Council
website. Many of the activities will require volunteers, and
we hope members of our community will join in.


