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Crail: The Jewel of the East Neuk.
Parking on Shoregate

The Community Council have received a number of complaints about cars parked on Shoregate Crail. It has been reported to Crail Matters that the Police have been called
recently on two occasions, on one occasion to move a parked
car obstructing the movement of one of the fish lorries. There
have been other complaints of inconsiderate parking hindering
access for fishermen, residents and visitors to the harbour
area. The Community Council note that Crail harbour is a
working harbour, and access is necessary for fishermen to
conduct their business; it is also a major tourist attraction
where visitors might reasonably expect to walk safely. In the
recent past a number of complaints have been made about inconsiderate and at times dangerous parking. Complaints have
been raised with Fife Council Traffic Department and with
the Harbour Authorities.

Weekend Road Works at M90 Junction 2A-3:
31st August and 1st September

Motorists are advised to expect delays on the M90 over the
weekend of 31st August and 1st September, when traffic will
be restricted to a single lane in each direction between Junctions 2a and 3. This is to allow operating company Amey to
resurface the northbound carriageway. From 00:00 on Saturday
31st August until 00:00 on Monday 2nd September (48 hours)
a contra flow will be in operation between M90 Junctions 2a
and 3. The northbound off-slip at M90 Junction 3 Halbeath
will be closed during these works. A diversion route for traffic
that would normally leave the motorway at M90 Junction 3
will be signposted from M90 Junction 2 Pitreavie Interchange
via the A823(M), the A823 Queensferry Road and the A907
Halbeath Road.
These works have been planned for the weekend to minimise
disruption, however traffic delays are expected. Motorists
planning to use this route are advised to allow extra time for
their journey.

Notice From The Ministry Of Defence

A three week Military exercise will take place in the Fife
area from 1st to 20th September 2019.
During this period there will be a substantial increase in
low level and night time flying in the Fife area, particularly
in the vicinity of Leuchars, from both fixed wing and rotary aircraft.
The rolling programme will commence with five days of
flying from 0900 to 2359 hrs, followed by four days where
24 hour flight operations have been authorised. This routine exercise provides vital training opportunities for all
those involved.
Any local enquiries (within 5 mile radius of Leuchars) to
Air Traffic Control on 01334 857282.
Enquiries from areas outside the 5 mile radius should be
directed to: SWK-lowflying@mod.gov.uk or by phone to
01780 417 558 (Monday to Friday, 8am to 4pm (excluding
bank holidays).

Wee Crailers

'Wee Crailers' is an art, craft, and lunch club for all ages of tiny humans and their big humans too! Our arts and crafts have a
nature and science theme to them and are, most importantly, fun! Held in Crail Kirk Hall, 2nd Friday of the month, 12-2 pm.
With our coffee morning we hope to raise funds to help us get up and running; buying some art and craft supplies and providing a nutritious lunch for our wee crafters. Come along and enjoy some lovely homebakes, win some unique prizes in our raffle, and try your hand at some Wee Crailers arts and crafts.
Wee Crailers can be contacted at
dawn.wallace.100@hotmail.com

Crail Matters Holiday

Happy Holidays
There will be no publication of Crail Matters on 26 August and 2 September.
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WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell,
with Photographs by John Anderson
It was a weekend of small highlights on the 4th and 5th. Nothing special but taken together a nice couple of days in Crail. I had my first
flock of little gulls of the autumn. A mixed flock of 38 adult and first
summer little gulls, with kittiwakes, black-headed gulls, sandwich and
common terns, feeding a few hundred meters out from the rocks at
Balcomie. As I watched them, closer black-headed gulls on the shore
flew up in a wave from the south – a peregrine approaching. A juvenile
male flew in, trying its luck on a flock of linnets, some golden plovers
and something hidden down in a field before continuing, still in hunting
mode, towards Crail. There were the first juvenile dunlins of the year
on Balcomie beach, with a small group of very tame ringed plover, as
Juvenile Yellow Wagtail

Little Gull

if they hardly ever see people between Spitsbergen and the remote West African beach they
might be headed for. On Saturday night I heard
another flock of ringed plover flying over my
garden – invisible in the starlight but calling
away as they migrated. Sunday morning four
juvenile yellow wagtails were reported from the
field where there was almost certainly an active
nest with chicks in it 4 weeks ago.

I went looking in the afternoon and had a lovely time checking through the tens of pied wagtails amongst the sheep
that are now in the harvested brassica field, eventually seeing one flying up and away headed towards Barnsmuir. A
great end to the season – fledged chicks from a second nest, and probably there have been at least 5 nests this season. The timings of them all suggest that they may all have fledged chicks. I had a flock of 130 tree sparrows (perhaps
many more – the bushes were full of them) at Wormiston Farm, feeding on the corn bunting strips and in a ripe winter
wheat field. There are a lot of juvenile tree sparrows about at the moment which is very encouraging: there are big
flocks at Thirdpart, between Crail and Kilrenny and at the usual hotspot at Troustie House. And a final small highlight
was watching the brilliant azure common blue damselflies patrolling above the irrigation ponds at Troustie – and of
course the painted ladies that are still, although less common now, everywhere.

There are always great black-backed gulls around the harbour at Crail. These are the very large ones with black
backs (they have an appropriate name) – much bigger
than herring gulls, with really quite hefty bills. They spend Great Black Backed Gull
a lot of their time walking around in the shallows at the
harbour mouth at low tide feeding on the discarded fish
that the fishermen drop from the harbour wall at high tide
when they come back. It makes a great place for great
black-backed gulls – really easy food and there is not
much reason for the gulls to go elsewhere. Some of the
gulls present were colour-ringed on the May Island – I saw
one last week X:005. It was a chick in June 2016 and is
now a full adult. It has been resident in Crail Harbour ever
since. It really doesn’t need to go anywhere else, and now
being an adult, it will get first dibs at the discarded fish, although there is usually a lot to go round. The gulls do a
good service in keeping the beach clean from fish carcasses.

It was still all happening out in the sheep field next to the ruined doocote at Caiplie on the 8th. The harvested brassica
field and the newly planted one was full of birds. There were about 70 pied wagtails and the same number of meadow
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pipits and starlings, and amongst them like bits of treasure, at least five young yellow wagtails – 3 newly fledged juveniles from the nest in the field and two older birds that have moulted into their first winter plumage, perhaps from the
early nests at Thirdpart or Barnsmuir. There have been a couple of adults in the area as well. The very young yellow
wagtails look more like brownish pied wagtails, with no hint of yellow except maybe on their vent – they have a black
gorget as well. The fist winters are quite yellow underneath and stand out much more. And even more precious, a
couple of tree pipits among the meadow pipits. They barely called so they were hard to pick out, until suddenly a bright
white bellied and finely flank streaked pipit strode through my telescope field of view. But even so it was confusing with
plenty of juvenile meadow pipits without flank streaks, and nice bright adults, covering their fat flank streaks with their
wings. Mid-August is peak passage time for tree pipits through Crail. We have quite a few but if you are not looking
hard and they don’t call then they are easily overlooked.

Balcomie Beach had a ruff on the 7th but I missed it. Instead
the day after there were four nicely summer plumaged knot first
thing which were joined by another two at the high tide roost
last thing. High tide at sunset last Thursday was great: it was a
lovely evening so there were a few walkers on the beach. The
waders responded by moving into the big harvested potato field
behind the golf course. There were hundreds of waders spread
out in the last of the sunlight. Golden plover, curlews, dunlin,
ringed plover, redshank, oystercatchers, and among them the
knot, a whimbrel (it called – I didn’t check all the curlews) and
a sanderling. August wader flocks are always worth checking
– like a field full of pied wagtails and meadow pipits – there will
probably be something special there.

Knot

NOTICE TO FISHERMEN
OFFSHORE SITE INVESTIGATION WORKS

Gardline will be performing site investigation works on behalf Inch Cape Offshore Limited (ICOL). The site investigation
works consist of an Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) survey. The works will be undertaken using the vessel Titan Endeavour.
The site investigation works consists of a UXO survey which will commence on or shortly after the 16th of August, weather
permitting, and take up to 7 days to complete.

The Titan Endeavour will be operating out of Port Edgar port
.
The area shown in Plan will be closed from the 16th of August. It is requested that vessels avoid the area in Plan for safety
reasons, and it is anticipated this site will be reopened to all vessels by the 23rd of August.
During the UXO survey the vessel will be surveying at a constant speed, towing survey equipment up to 60 m from the
vessel. The vessel will be displaying the relevant RAM lights and displays during periods of restricted manoeuvrability.
Whilst not recommended, vessels entering the survey area are requested to maintain a 500m safety zone from the vessels
and be aware that the vessel is towing equipment of a significant length, the ends of which will be marked.

SURVEY AREAS:
The works are being carried out in
nearshore section of the Offshore Export Cable Corridor of the proposed
Inch Cape Offshore Wind Farm. Survey plans are provided in DDM Lat
Long in the plans overleaf.
An excel sheet containing the coordinates can be obtained by contacting
InchCapeOFLO@sff.co.uk or InchCapefisheries@sff.co.uk . You will
automatically be added to the NTF
distribution list. Please include your
full name, email address, telephone
number and vessel name and registration in your request.
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The writer of the letter is “protesting too much”. While he/
she is giving an honest point of view regarding second
homes, I feel that it is becoming somewhat exaggerated
when comments about private Fiefdoms and democratic society are made. Perhaps, of course the writer is simply making a joke!

Letters to the Editor

All letters to Crail Matters must supply names and addresses. If requested we will withhold names. All letters
are published as received, and reflect or represent the
views of the author, not the Editors.

I’m sorry that the comments about my garden fence upset
you so much, but you should beware of becoming too defensive. It does not add weight to your comments.

Second Homes.

Dear Sir
It has been encouraging to read in the last few editions the
push back from second homeowners who do not conform to
the Dickensian characters your editorials have painted us as.
We purchased our second home over 50 years ago and rescued it from being a dilapidated ruin to a habitable residence.
It was purchased after being advertised on the open market
for over 6 months from a resident who had used it as a letting
property. Our children and grandchildren have holidayed
there continually over the years and the property is let for
holiday rents in the summer and winter rents for students
who are studying at Saint Andrews during the winter, in short
it is occupied and contributes to the community. Nobody
came to me or my immediate neighbours’ door while doing
the Shoregate survey.
The divisive and ill-informed stereotypes your publication
has been portraying second homeowners as does nothing to
help community spirit and clearly is alienating a sector of the
community who care deeply about Crail and its future. Is it
really worth comment on what colour a fence is painted?
Why do you not return to being an excellent Community information point, for the benefit of all, instead of a call to arms
for the establishment of the Peoples Republic of Crail?
Name and address supplied

Agnes, Crail
Editorial Note
For the avoidance of doubt, the Editors of Crail Matters have
not expressed any opinon on the second homes issue. We will
report on events as they occur and will publish correspondence and reports received.
Hospital Appointments

Sirs,
May I suggest that anyone receiving an appointment for an
Outpatient Clinic with Fife Health Board ring up the day
prior to the appointment to double check the date, time and
venue?
I recently conveyed a friend to Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy
and arrived 10 minutes prior to the scheduled appointment
only to be advised that the appointment was for Queen Margaret Hospital, Dunfermline, contrary to what the paperwork
stated. The receptionist could not have been more apologetic
and advised that this had been the 4th time that day that this
had occurred. No one had time to reach Dunfermline for their
appointments, which meant that an MRI scanner was idle in
Dunfermline with staff standing by as 4 people had ‘failed
to keep their appointments’.
Last week, I received an appointment for Ophthalmology at
the Adamson Hospital in Cupar and the same friend kindly
offered to take me there. On arrival at Reception, I handed
over the letter and once more, was advised by a highly embarrassed and apologetic receptionist, that my appointment
was not at Cupar but at St Andrews. Indeed, the appointment
should have been made for Dermatology, not Ophthalmology, words fail me! The poor receptionists are front facing
and likely have to deal with very unhappy patients following
any administrative incompetence, such situations exacerbate
this.
Fife Health Board require a competent Administrator in Central Records, these occurrences are unfair on the public facing receptionists.
Julie Middleton, Fife Ness

I wish to respond to one of the letters which appeared in last
week’s issue. As this letter was published anonymously I
have no idea whether I’m addressing a man or a woman, but
I was somewhat bemused and amused by a point made. “Another example was this weeks(sic) comments on the colour
someone had painted their new garden fence in Fifeness”.
I am the owner of the fence and I took the comment made
by the Seagull in the way which I suspect the majority of
readers did. It was a joke. I’m not sure of the identity of the
Seagull but I do know the editorial team and they would not
have printed anything liable to cause any offence. The Seagull, without doubt, knew in advance that my reaction to his
comment would be laughter. The Seagull is very popular
with the readers of Crail Matters and serves the purpose of
occasional fun poking as well as pithy comments. He never
says anything with the intention of causing upset.

East Neuk Book Group

We meet in the Cocoa Tree Pittenweem.
Come along and join us!
All welcome!
We will be discussing the following books on the first Thursday of every month. Discussion starts at 6pm but pop in from
5.30pm and have a chat with us over coffee or hot chocolate. £1 payable on the night.
Thursday 5th September
Barbara Kingsolver
Unsheltered
Thursday 3rd October
Danny Scheinmann
Random Acts of Heroic Love
If you would like further information or would like to join our mailing list, please contact Coral
coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk
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Denburn Dispatches

Another fine day for our intrepid team of Denburn diggers – we do seem to be able to lay
on the good weather! Around a dozen of us – from school age to bus pass age got stuck in.
There were two main threads to our work this time, at the cemetery end new turr was laid
to smarten up the path. Both there and elsewhere plants that had finished flowering were
cut back to keep the verges and beds tidy.
The cutting back enabled us to spot and remove a rather large sycamore seedling that was
threatening to both undermine the wall by the roadside and to shade out the smaller, more
attractive trees in the area. It also showed us where some of the smaller shrubs had been
completely submerged in nettles, buttercups and hogweed so we cleared some space around
them and gave them a light pruning so we should get some good blossom next spring. Other
shrubs had been damaged – whether by weather, age or deliberate vandalism wasn’t clear
but we had to remove half the damaged buddleia and the entire top of the pheasant berry –
which is a shame as the butterflies and bees love both.
Weeding and a small amount of planting also took place but we’ll be planning what to plant
in the autumn soon to improve the look of some of the shadier areas.
Next Denburn digger day will be on September 7th at 10am when we hope to welcome as
many new and old hands again. Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided at half time.

Crail Parish Church of Scotland (Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601) Linked with St Ayle
Intimations

Chat Bite:
Entry to Chat Bite has not changed for quite some time, but costs for tea, coffee and baking ingredients have risen. The time has
come when we feel we must reluctantly increase the price to £2.50 per person from September. Thank you for your continuing
support. It is greatly appreciated and makes a valuable contribution to Crail Church. Coffee, cakes and chat will be as good as
ever!
Stepping Stone Coffee Morning every Tuesday 10.00 - 11.30 at St Ayles@Anstruther.
Crail Church will be serving Teas and Coffees before the church Service during July and August at 10.30am. Come and join us
for refreshments and fellowship.
Pastoral visits: As we now have no locum please let the elders or myself (Helen) know if anyone requires a visit especially where
people have been admitted to hospital.
Church Opening: Marjory Richardson will be organizing the Rota for church opening during the summer on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday afternoons 2.00 and 4.00pm. Please see Marjory if you can help.
Next Sunday the service will be conducted by the Rev I Hamilton

The Putting Green will be open
1.30pm - 7.00pm
22 June - 25 August
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Greens of Crail - reusing plastic

The scallop tubs which are quite well made and
are ideal for salmon are available if anyone would
prefer a reusable tub instead of a plastic bag please ask. Also if anyone wishes to bring in their
own plastic tubs for haddock there is no issue as
it can simply be tared on the scales.
thanks Clem at Greens`

Skeith Surgery

Routine GP appointments - appointments released Monday at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday morning for the following week.
Appointments released Wednesday at 2 pm for
Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday the
following week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1
month in advance.

Crail Bowling Club

Our club has now opened for the season and we
welcome new members or anyone wishing to try
bowls. Single game tickets are available.

Mobile Library

The mobile library calls at Marketgate from
10:00 to 11:00 every 2nd Thursday.
Next Date: 15th August

School Holidays, Term, and
Closure Dates

For all parents and carers, please take note. There
will be two extra, in-service days during the coming
school year. On Monday 21st October 2019 and
Monday 6th January 2020, all schools will be closed
to pupils to allow for extra staff training.
In-service days are vital to make sure your children
are getting the very best learning and teaching possible. It’s important that our staff keep up to date
with any changes in the curriculum as well as any
new policies or practices which have come into
place. These days allow teachers to take time to reflect on their own work and to share best practice
with other members of staff.
The additional in-service days were agreed nationally, at the end of April, with the Scottish Negotiating Committee for Teachers (SNCT).
For a full list of term times, holidays and in-service days click here: http://bit.ly/2GInTZ8
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Crail - Local Place Plan

Extending Green Spaces — Denburn Park

In the 1960’s before Denburn Park was transferred to Crail Preservation Society, Professor Dow had
the foresight to make sure that Denburn Park would be protected as ‘open space.’ To create this protection Professor Dow made legal Conservation Agreements with the National Trust for Scotland.
Below is an extract from one of these agreements (there were two, one for the east section and one
for the west).
The real conditions referred to in the foregoing Clause are as follows videlict:- In the First
Place no building, erections or huts including electric pylons, telegraph poles or similar erections
shall be placed or erected on the said subjects, and In the Second Place that the said subjects shall
remain as an open space for all time coming and unbuilt on.
Crail Preservation Society recently wrote to the National Trust for Scotland explaining the plans for
Denburn Park, as extended public parkland space. On the 18th July the NTS Surveyor visited Crail
to view Denburn Park and discuss the proposed changes. The surveyor was very supportive and put
the proposal to the NTS Conservation Agreement Scrutiny Panel. CPS is pleased to report that on
the 6th August NTS replied saying “they have no objections and are entirely supportive.” As such
we will now continue to make plans that most likely will be implemented in 2020.
Beacon, Temple Crescent

Crail - Local Place Plan

Crail Community Hall

One of the areas prioritised through the Crail Charrette
was to work on future plans for the community facilities
that we are lucky enough to have. How can we improve
access, flexibility and their use? Should we be investing
and developing them or closing them?
The Crail Community Partnership (CCP) has declared
an interest in transferring the Crail Community Hall
from Fife Council to CCP. This would open up the opportunity to apply for funding that would allow us to
improve and retain the Community Hall.
Already we have been given free consulting days by the
Scottish Land Fund, to help us evaluate the future of the
hall, with initial meetings starting next week.
Currently the hall is only used for badminton, table tennis,
Crail Festival, a few weddings and occasional use by the
school. If you would like to join the conversation about
how we could use the hall more effectively in the future
(and make sure it is never shut down), please call Dennis
Gowans on 01333 450108 or email using dennisgowans@btinternet.com
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The beacon in Temple Crescent has had a makeover. It
was looking rather shabby but is now in pristine condition having been power washed, patched up and painted.

CRAIL MUSEUM
AND HERITAGE
CENTRE

Singing for the Memory
and Music and Movement
for people with Dementia and their Carers at
Kilrenny Parish Church Hall

MUSEUM OPENING TIMES
1st June - 27th October: Daily
Guided Walks: Wednesdays and Sundays
Monday - Saturdays: 11am - 4pm
Sundays: 1.30pm - 4pm
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always
gratefully received.
Guided Walks
It is not a difficult walk but there is a steep hill down to and
up from the harbour.
Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm start, walks usually
lasts 1.5 - 2 hours.
Adults £3.00 Children (10 - 17) £1.00

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays
Singing for Memory
Music and Movement
28 August
11 September
25 September
13 November
30 October
11 December
27 November

Community Transport
Transport service for people with visual impairments in the East Fife area.

Contact your Fife Councillor?

Royal Voluntary Service volunteers provide Community
Transport for trips where mobility issues can make it difficult, if not impossible, for you to use public transport or if
you live in rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually
include getting to or from hospital or to a GP appointment
but can also include trips to the shops or into town or to social activities.
Telephone: 0330 555 0310
Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/our-services/service-enquiry?serviceid=884

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Useful Emergency Numbers

Crail Matters

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

We continue to need funds. If you have already donated,
then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a
donation? You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-2628, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to ‘Crab
Publishing’ given to any member of the Editorial Board or
posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail, KY10 3XN.

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive
because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think
of standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the
health centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy
hospital that you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new
to Crail and don’t know many people yet. That bit of help
is there and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service If you could do with that bit of help, ring.
01333 450096.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters

The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in a
variety of formats, but we prefer .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard to
efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish in
original format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve
the right to edit material.
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The Crail
Seagull

You all know how much I love a good moan but this week, I have to say - Crail looks absolutely stunning. Denburn, Victoria Gardens and the tubs in Marketgate and all along High Street are beautiful, overflowing with colour. Congratulations to Denburn's
Diggers, Crail in Bloom, Crail Preservation Society, Mr. Hutchon, Mr. Jarvis and all the businesses who have enabled Crail to
look so beautiful.
Beauty or otherwise, have you seen the drain outlet near the Bus Stop at Bow Butts. Even I find it repulsive. Maybe by the time
you read this is will have been repaired - and not before time!!

From The Times no less:
‘In the annual battle of the seaside promenade, where hungry beach-goers face off against hungrier gulls, the humans have a new
weapon to save their chips: the hard stare. A study has shown that maintaining eye contact with seagulls deters them from stealing
your lunch. In contrast, holidaymakers who avert their gaze from the birds’ beady yellow eyes are more likely to lose a chip as a
consequence. The research was conducted in coastal towns over Cornwall, and involved placing a portion of chips in front of a
human researcher. Much like a fairground game, however, the whole thing was rigged. The chips were sealed in a transparent
bag and weighed down so that the seagull could never actually get access to the chips.

Seagulls are kleptoparasites which means they steal food that other animals have obtained. Evolutionarily-speaking, the strategy
is a way of adapting quickly to new environments. Unfortunately for humans, one of those environments is the beachfront promenade. In the study, Madeline Goumas, from the University of Exeter, crouched down on the beach and used her peripheral vision
to scan for any seagulls nearby. When one started to approach, Ms Goumas would start her stopwatch. Then she either stared the
bird down or she turned away.
Seventy four gulls were tested, only 27 of which actually approached the chips. When Ms Goumas was not looking at the birds,
all the seagulls which were brave enough to approach went on to peck at the chips.

When Goumas instead stared at the seagull, the bird took on average 21 seconds longer to approach the bag of chips. Some of
these seagulls didn’t approach the food at all. This difference is likely due to a phenomenon called “gaze aversion” which is when
animals show a fearful response towards being watched. The findings may be of use to Britons on their August holidays. A YouGov
poll in 2016 found that 44 per cent of people supported a cull of seagulls. Councils all over Britain have spent tens of thousands
of pounds on trying to control the birds. Earlier this year a man from Cardiff was given a curfew after killing a seagull for stealing
his chips. Ms Goumas said the biggest finding of her study, published in the journal Biology Letters, was the fact that most of the
time seagulls do not approach food when it is near a human.

She said that in her view the birds have been unfairly maligned, let down by a chip-stealing minority. “Most herring gulls are
very wary of people and don’t approach, so the reputation of a whole species is based on a small number of individuals,” she
said.

“This species is facing national declines, so a poor reputation is likely to be detrimental to their conservation and to the biodiversity
of the UK.” And if you do have to deal with one of Britain’s notorious Asbo seagulls, we now know there is no need to cull them
— just fix them with a disapproving stare’ .....So there!!!.

Community Council Notes

Our new website is https://crailcc.com/

Next Community Council
Meeting 7.15pm 26 August in the Town Hall

Community Council Notes is taking a holiday until 19 August

Crail Community Partnership and Crail Charrette

Crail Community Partnership invite all members of the Crail Community to join. An application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We
reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2019:
Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John Wilson
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