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Crail: The Jewel of the East Neuk.

Vandalism graffiti on Crail road signs

A number of road signs in and around St Andrews road have been defaced by graffiti. Fife Council & Police Scotland have
been informed and we understand are following up on seeking to identify who ever is responsible. If you have information please
contact Police Scotland. Fife Council acted switfly to remove it however, staining remains on the yellow sign by the School.

East Neuk Participatory Budget Scheme - CRAIL PROJECTS

Fife Council have launched an East Neuk Participatory Budget scheme whereby a pot of £20,000 is available for appropriate
projects, with a maximum of £5,000 for any one project. The public are invited to vote for any 3 projects between 6th and
22nd September. These votes will be added to a public vote at a final presentation on 30th September.

Crail Community Partnership has backed 2 bids that meet targets identified in the recent Crail Charrette, namely help for our
oldest and youngest citizens. In addition a further bid for funds from Crail based East Neuk Community Emergency Planning
Team has been made.

• Crail Community Partnership has submitted a bid on behalf of Crail Monday Club. That organisation, which provided a
weekly afternoon Club for our senior citizens, recently folded. The application seeks funding to reinstate and reinvigorate this
very important Club that was very much a focal point and meeting place for our oldest citizens.

• At the other end of the spectrum, ‘Wee Crailers’ has recently been formed as a successor to ‘Wee Tots.’ This is a monthly
lunch and activity club for children up to primary school age and would provide an essential meeting facility. There is no such
group in Crail at present.
• East Neuk Community Emergency Planning Team’s purpose is to prepare for, respond to and recover from emergencies.
Please vote before 22 Sept. for these 3 projects at https://fif.communitychoices.scot/
Encourage your friends and neighbours to do so as well
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell,

with Photographs by John Anderson

If at first you don’t succeed…I was back to Balcomie Beach and this time a
successful curlew sandpiper hunt on the 6th. Luckily this time at low tide
when the beach is much more resilient to people. The waders can retreat to
the other side of the beach when someone walks across – at high tide there
is little space away from people. I appreciate this because I had to watch
someone walking out to take some photos of the shorebirds with their phone
(you do have to get close): this is fair enough, if a bit of a futile wild shorebird chase but less so when it happens right in front of your telescope and
you are sitting, in a well-behaved fashion, at the top of the beach. Most people get it and walk behind me when I am watching something, but occasionally they spectacularly don’t. Anyway, the curlew sandpiper bounced about
all over the beach staying out of the way, but did not leave. A nice bird, and
standing out among the dunlins – longer legs and neck giving a much more
elegant and slender look, and a much paler and uniform plumage. You have
to get your eye in, but once you have, they are very distinctive. I realise I
write something like this every time a curlew sandpiper turns up in Crail but
they are one of the landmark species in the journey to becoming a good bird
watcher: being able to pick out a curlew sandpiper in a flock of dunlin is a
common and arctic terns, tree and meadow pipits, ringed and little ringed
split
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Although the winds are wrong, it feels wrong not to check out Kilminning at this time of year. And there could be a barred
warbler hiding out there after the mid-August easterlies. There were a few migrants on the morning of the 7th, although all probably from the west. There were juvenile willow warblers mixed in with a big mixed flock of tits and goldcrests. And there were
blackcaps chacking everywhere, enjoying the elderberries. The most obvious were the swallows. It is hard now to tell the residents
from the birds passing through. It was a lovely day with little wind so the swallows weren’t in a hurry, congregating in flocks
around the sycamore canopies. A sparrowhawk passing through on a hunt got
short shrift as it was suddenly dive bombed by twenty mobbing swallows – no
Bar Tailed Godwit
chance of surprise with that much aerial surveillance.
I was back at Balcomie in the afternoon watching the still present curlew sandpiper and the other waders dodging the walkers around the beach. I think it bothered me more than the birds, with only a few minutes lost over the hour I sat
there because they settled back on another bit of the beach straight away. In the
end all the waders finished up on the less attractive (to walkers) more rocky and
algae covered south end – and this was the bit where I was sitting, so it all
worked out in the end. There was a fourth bar-tailed godwit but otherwise the
same waders as the day before I think. At Fife Ness there was a steady skua
passage going north but with most birds except for a dark phase arctic skua very
far out. I identified about 6 great skuas in 30 minutes but there was the same
number of unidentified ones in the distance. I was really looking for sooty shearwaters, which have been very scarce: there were a lot of fulmars passing and
about 8 manx shearwaters but still no sooty.

There was a hint of an easterly on the 8th, with a few things turning up including a rarity on the May Island (a collared flycatcher
from Eastern Europe or Sweden), and there was some rain overnight. There were two white wagtails on Balcomie Beach amongst
the pied wagtails – a very pale winter plumage bird and an obvious male still in summer plumage. White wagtails will be leaving
Scandinavia and northern Europe at the moment in very large numbers so a few always end up on the east coast, the trick is remembering to check the pied wagtails. I was on the beach again at high tide but there was no further sign of the curlew sandpiper.
I hit 150 on my Crail year list with a black-throated diver flying past Fife Ness as I sat there in the sun on the 8th. This time in
September seems to be the best time to see a black-throat passing. They tend to fly over Fife Ness quite high, cutting the corner
off – a good reason not to sit in the hide when the weather is good. That day’s black-throat was obligingly with a red-throated
diver following it, so its larger size and more bulky neck and feet were more obvious, although not as ridiculously large and
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hefty as a great northern. When I added the diver to my year
list I had a think about what I was missing this year and noticed
that I had forgotten to add shelduck in March – so 151. 11 short
of the record and with several likely species still to come
(brambling, redpoll, yellow-browed warbler). With a bit of
luck…
It is good to think in lists because you focus on what you have
missed. Sooty shearwaters are the most conspicuous by their
absence this year. There have been less than 10 recorded at
Fife Ness so far, when by this time there may have been hundreds. I hopefully put in another half an hour late afternoon
seawatching from my house in Crail as the wind got up a bit.
Hundreds of gannets and lots of fulmars past, a few common
scoters, kittiwakes, arctic and sandwich terns, and a single

Sooty Shearwater

Fulmars

Juvenile Gannet
great skua and a manx shearwater. But still no sooty. The 8th must have been a good fledging day for the gannets on the Bass
Rock with about 1 in 40 of the gannets being juveniles. Most surprising were a few puffins heading east – they should be far out
to sea now for the winter.

Two minutes sea watching in the evening of the 9th from my house and a sooty shearwater finally came past. After thousands of
fulmars and hundreds of manx shearwaters this autumn, it looked so dark and distinctive with its powerful wing beats, and then
a quick flash of silver as it banked out of site behind the Marine Hotel that demarcates the end of my sea watching view. The last
sooty shearwater I saw this year was in the Beagle Channel in Tierra del Fuego in March – it and its friends were hanging out
with black-browed albatrosses, giant petrels, magallenic penguins and sei whales. My sooty shearwater won’t have been one of
those birds but then again, it could be.

Letters to the Editor

All letters to Crail Matters must supply names and addresses. If requested we will withhold names. Letters are published as
received, and reflect or represent the views of the author, not the Editors.

Dear Sir/Madam.
Unfortunately recently I had a fall in my house and hurt my back. After a week or so it didn’t seem to be improving so I made
an appointment with a doctor, to be told as it wasn’t an emergency I would have to wait a week. Fair enough.
Two days later I attended a previously scheduled appointment with an orthopaedic surgeon, at Kirkcaldy on an unrelated matter.
When I went in to see him he observed that I was walking awkwardly, and after addressing the condition which caused my
visit he had a look at my back, and sent me off to be x rayed. That done, he managed to see me between appointments and told
me there was a fracture or two in my ribs. There is no treatment, but at least I know what was causing the pain and that things
would get better in time. I was therefore able to contact Skeith surgery and cancel my appointment.
Fife Health Board sometimes comes in for a fair amount of criticism, some of it justified, so I want to record how grateful I
was for a busy orthopaedic surgeon to deal with a problem so promptly and efficiently when it wasn’t on his schedule. It also
meant that I was able to free up a space for someone else to see their GP.
To manage my problem on the spot not only was a very efficient use of time, but it showed a very caring attitude from the
consultant. Thank you very much.
Isla Reid.
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Letters to the Editor

All letters to Crail Matters must supply names and addresses. If requested we will withhold names. Letters are published
as received, and reflect or represent the views of the author, not the Editors.

Sir

person take precedence. This discriminates against people
who for whatever reason cannot get to the surgery at these
times. Getting a GP appointment has become like a mad
scramble at the Boxing Day sales.

Skeith Health Centre - Getting a GP appointment is like
a mad scramble at the Boxing Day sales

It is also inefficient as the number of missed appointments
has soared under this system.
January
75
May
124
February
109
June
110
March
107
July
125
April
106

Further to issues raised by Crail and Anstruther Community
Council, desperate constituents have contacted me because
they cannot get an appointment at Skeith Medical Centre.
We all know there are not enough GPs to meet the demand
for appointments, so GP practices are forced to introduce
mechanisms for managing that demand. In practice that
means making it so difficult to get an appointment that people give up - and so demand reduces.

Helping surgeries like Skeith to find better ways of organising access to primary healthcare should be an absolute priority for NHS Fife, and I have written to NHSFife’s Director
and Fife Council’s Spokesperson for Health & Social Care
to ask for an urgent action plan.”
Cllr Linda Holt

This is a dangerous and unjust way of rationing healthcare.

At Skeith, appointments for the following week are released
at 2pm on a Monday and Wednesday, and it is virtually impossible to get one by phone because people who queue in

Crail Community Partnership Update

Crail Community Partnership has been tasked with delivering
on the outcomes of the Crail Charrette, we have been very busy
working on a variety of projects all geared to improving Crail
and the facilities that we enjoy.
Listed below is a report on progress since June.
1.
Future development. We have been busy engaging with
Fife Council planners, the major landowner and the Scottish
government, to establish a Masterplan Consent, in order that
the Community’s wishes are incorporated into the final design
brief. This is a long term initiative but of vital importance to
Crail.
2.
Business and Tourism. We have initiated discussions to
deliver a Winter Festival in Crail in 2020, thus boosting tourism
and local sustainability.
3.
We are working on plans to deliver an upgrade and refurbishment of the facilities at the harbour, both for visitors and
fishermen
4.
We have initiated plans to acquire Crail Community Hall
from Fife Council on an asset transfer. Plans are being progressed to repair and refurbish the building to provide a 21st
Century multi use facility.
5.
In conjunction with Crail Preservation Society, plans are
being progressed to convert Denburn Field (the sheep field ) in
to an attractive walkway connecting Denburn Wood to the
coastal path, with wild flower planting and appropriate trees.
6.
Plans are in hand to delineate various local paths, improve these and have them signposted. In conjunction with Fife
Coast, Crail Community Council and CountrysideTrust, a volunteer group is being trained and equipped to manage these.
7.
We are working with Fife Council and the Community
Council to develop a Crail traffic management plan to deal with
problems of inappropriate parking, traffic calming, and provision of electric car charging facilities.
8.
In conjunction with Crail Community Council a trial
glass recycling facility will be created at the primary school car
park.
9.
4 new ‘gull proof ‘ bins are going to be provided by the
Community Council as a first step to combating bin overflow.

These will also have the Crail Royal Burgh logo incorporated, thus improving appearance.
10.
We are backing funding plans to assist the
re-creation on the Seniors’ Monday Club and the recently
established Wee Crailers for the youngest in our community.

In relation to point 10. we would be very grateful if you
could vote for the 2 projects in Crail at the links below or
on our website:

Monday Club - this project will take the model of similar
Bite and Blether groups which provide much needed opportunity for people to get together with others and break
the loneliness of living alone. There will be a light lunch
provided to help support the development of friendships
and companionships.
https://fif.communitychoices.scot/budgets/1/investments/7

Wee Crailers - this project is the only pre-school children's
group in Crail so provides an important place and opportunity for new and local parents with their children to meet,
socialise and make new friends in the community. We feel
it is important to allow children to get creative and messy
and the providing of craft activities allows just this.
https://fif.communitychoices.scot/budgets/1/investments/1
2
Updates and more information can be found on our website
–

4

Denburn Dispatches

Once more we had a lovely sunny day for our workday in Denburn, although it didn’t bring
our volunteers out in such good numbers as we’ve had all over the summer. It was however
good to see Victor back on his feet for a quick visit of inspection.
We mainly concentrated on some much needed pruning back of trees and shrubs that were
overwhelming the paths and benches – especially the berberis that was attacking people
brave enough to sit on the bench backing onto the damp area. Also by pruning some of the
more vigorous trees we let more light into the shrubs beneath to give them a little sunlight.
The paths were all raked and we measured up the bare slope for autumn planting. Barrowloads of watermint and other water weeds were removed from the burn to improve flow
ahead of any winter flooding issues. A start was made on clearing docks and other large
weeds around the tree stump and lovely rowan tree but much more will be needed there
next time.
Butterflies
and
berries are providing lots of colour at
the moment in Denburn – there is always something to catch the eye of visitors. Undergrowth is already trying to hide the stump of
the fallen tree, which nevertheless is still trying to grow!
The leaf mould compost bin is maturing nicely and there
may well be some lovely compost to take away next
time, so bring your bags and barrows next time if you
want some .
Next Denburn digger day will be on October 5th at 10am
when we hope to welcome new and old hands for weeding, pruning, raking leaves and possibly planting. Tea,
coffee and biscuits are provided at half time.
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Thank you to everyone involved for
Helping to launch this exciting new
venture.
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Crail Parish Church of Scotland (Charity
registered in Scotland SC 001601) Linked
with St Ayle
Intimations

Stepping Stone Coffee Morning every Tuesday
10.00 - 11.30 at St Ayles@Anstruther
Guild: St Ayle Guild have invited members of Crail
Guild to attend the first meeting of their new session,
to be held in Cellardyke Church on Monday 23
September at 2.30pm. The speaker will be Rev Nigel
J Robb, who will speak on the work of the Dementia
Services Development Trust. Please contact Janis on
451052 before Monday 16th September, if you wish
to attend.
Items for the next edition of Karail should be sent to
Heather by 16th September, you can email to
heatheraird@btinternet.com
Harvest Thanksgiving will be held on Sunday 29th
September. Gifts of flowers for locals, fruit, veg, dried
food and tins for Anstruther food bank and monetary
donations for Christian Aid. These can be handed into
the church on Saturday 29th September between
10.00- 12noon and 2.00 – 4.00pm
Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal leaflets are now available both in church and at Chatbite. Please return the
filled boxes by Sunday the 3rd of November.
Pastoral visits: As we now have no locum please let
the elders or myself (Helen) know if anyone requires
a visit especially where people have been admitted to
hospital.
Next Sunday the service will be conducted by the
Revd E Gilchrist
Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035,
or email(intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Session Clerk: Helen Armitage 450516

Crail Matters - the Future?

The Editorial Board have been considering how best to manage the future development of Crail Matters. A little background information - today’s issue is no. 124 and we currently distribute over 550 digital copies, and 120 hard copies each week, with an
astonishing 85%+ opening rate of the digital copies within 2 hours of our Monday morning distribution. Over the past 2 years,
we have donated through Crab Publishing, the non-profit parent company of Crail Matters, over £2,000 to Crail organisations
and individuals involved in community activities, and we are very proud that we continue to offer advertising free for all community groups. This has been possible through the very generous cash donations we receive, and the commitment of time and
energy of the Editorial team.

To continue, and to grow our activities, we need your help! We will need to incur expenditure to replace software systems and
to upgrade printers. We also need copy - if you run a local event, send us an account with pictures; if you have an interest in
sport, send us your views; do you read a lot? Then send us book reviews of what you have enjoyed. We really want Crail Matters
to be your newsletter, and to reflect your interests, but we can only do that with your help.

Local journalism is growing in significance, and we are very proud to be part of that trend - if you would like to be involved in
the weekly production of Crail Matters, please contact us.

Denburn Park

Denburn Park is the field to the south of Denburn Wood going down to Triangle Park and Roome Bay. It’s the field that often
has sheep in it, with a small orchard in the corner. As part of the Charette consultation involving over 500 of us, over the last
year and a half, the field was identified as a natural place where we could enhance the environment and biodiversity of Crail,
by making it part of the new wooded corridor and path network, through Denburn North, the existing bits of Denburn Wood
and then continuing right through to the shore.

The plan is to turn the pasture field into an accessible, lightly wooded or orchard parkland transition
between Denburn Wood and Triangle Park. The
field has been previously used for keeping the donkeys used for beach rides at Roome Bay, and well
before that, as the town rubbish dump: using the
field for sheep is a relatively recent tradition. Crail
Preservation Trust manages the field and have
taken the lead to make the changes. The National
Trust for Scotland, who maintain the terms and
conditions of the land as specified by the donor,
Professor David Rutherford Dow (who gave the land to Crail) have approved the change of use from the sheep field. The
binding conditions are that nothing must ever be built on the land, but there are no further conditions for how the people of
Crail can use the land: the National Trust wish us well with the idea.

As yet, there are no definite plans. So this article is here to ask for some ideas. We would like to get some more definite plans
after further consultation with Crailers over the next few months, ideally to have a clear plan for the December meeting of
the Crail Preservation Society. The Crail Community Partnership (the steering group that evolved from the Charette) has obtained costings to provide gates and a pathway through the field. The exact location, design, entry and exit points are open
for discussion. Other suggested plans for the field include expansion of the orchard, a wildflower meadow, increased tree
planting (with the caveat that this might sensibly be smaller trees transitioning from Denburn Wood to Triangle Park), opening up the burn and even creating a pond. But nothing has been decided yet – what do you think?
So please become involved and let us know what could be done to make the field a wildlife rich, accessible park that forms a
natural connection between Denburn and Roome Bay. Please send your suggestions, drawings, plans or whatever to me at
wrlc@st-and.ac.uk or drop them in to my house at 8, High Street South (opposite the Co-op, behind the hedge). If you want
to do more, join the Crail Environment Committee volunteers as well and become part of the team improving Crail for biodiversity as we take the Local Action Plan we all developed during the Charette forward.
Will Cresswell on behalf of the Crail Community Partnership

Notice From The Ministry Of Defence

A three week Military exercise will take place in the Fife area from 1st to 20th September 2019.
During this period there will be a substantial increase in low level and night time flying in the Fife area, particularly in the
vicinity of Leuchars, from both fixed wing and rotary aircraft.
The rolling programme will commence with five days of flying from 0900 to 2359 hrs, followed by four days where 24 hour
flight operations have been authorised. This routine exercise provides vital training opportunities for all those involved.
Any local enquiries (within 5 mile radius of Leuchars) to Air Traffic Control on 01334 857282.
Enquiries from areas outside the 5 mile radius should be directed to: SWK-lowflying@mod.gov.uk or by phone to 01780 417
558 (Monday to Friday, 8am to 4pm (excluding bank holidays).
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Crail
Community
Choir

Schedule
to Christmas
The Choir
starts at
7.30pm

September 16 Town Hall
September 23 Town Hall
September 30 Church Hall
October 14 Town Hall
October 21 Town Hall
October 28 Church Hall
November 4 Town Hall
November 11 Town Hall
November 18 Town Hall
November 25 Community Hall
November 27 Concert
The Children’s Panel.

This year’s recruitment campaign for membership of The Children’s Panel will open on
Wednesday 21st August and run for four
weeks ending on Tuesday 17th September
2019. .
Please email directly at
kerry.elliott@fife.gov.uk or contact me by
phone on 03451 55 55 55 EXT441381 to arrange for further information.

School Holidays, Term, and Closure
Dates

For all parents and carers, please take note.
There will be two extra, in-service days during
the coming school year. On Monday 21st October 2019 and Monday 6th January 2020, all
schools will be closed to pupils to allow for
extra staff training.
In-service days are vital to make sure your children are getting the very best learning and teaching possible. It’s important that our staff keep
up to date with any changes in the curriculum
as well as any new policies or practices which
have come into place. These days allow teachers
to take time to reflect on their own work and to
share best practice with other members of staff.
The additional in-service days were agreed nationally, at the
end of April, with the Scottish Negotiating
Committee for Teachers (SNCT).
For a full list of term times, holidays and inservice days click here: http://bit.ly/2GInTZ8

Mobile Library

The mobile library calls at Marketgate from 10:00 to 11:00 every 2nd
Thursday.
Next Date: 26th September
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Greens of Crail - reusing plastic

The scallop tubs which are quite well made and
are ideal for salmon are available if anyone would
prefer a reusable tub instead of a plastic bag please ask. Also if anyone wishes to bring in their
own plastic tubs for haddock there is no issue as
it can simply be tared on the scales.
thanks Clem at Greens`

Skeith Surgery

Routine GP appointments - appointments released Monday at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday morning for the following week.
Appointments released Wednesday at 2 pm for
Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday the
following week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1
month in advance.

Seagull Proof Sacks

Seagull proof sacks are available through Environment and Building Services of Fife Council.
There is no cost associated with them and can be
ordered by calling the environment helpline on
03451 550022. At the end of the month when
Fifedirect is replaced by the new Fife.gov website
then there will hopefully be the facility to order
these online.
i

i

East Neuk Book Group

We meet in the Cocoa Tree
Pittenweem.
Come along and join us!
All welcome!
We will be discussing the following books on the first
Thursday of every month. Discussion starts at 6pm but
pop in from 5.30pm and have a chat with us over coffee
or hot chocolate. £1 payable on the night.
Thursday 3rd October
Danny Scheinmann
Random Acts of Heroic Love
If you would like further information or would like to
join our mailing list, please contact Coral
coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk

Mural Monuments

Of Crail
churchyard
Talk by Dr Kelsey
Williams
Kirk Hall

CRAIL BADMINTON CLUB
MEETS ON TUESDAYS
7 – 10 PM
IN
CRAIL COMMUNITY HALL
The new season starts on
Tuesday 24th September

Friday 20th September
7pm
Tickets £8
(including refreshments)
Crail Museum and Heritage Centre

01333 450869
Scottish Charity Sc023505
office@crailmuseum.org.uk
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New members welcome
Any queries:- Tel. Anne on 07769156003

Singing for the Memory
and Music and Movement
for people with Dementia and their Carers at
Kilrenny Parish Church Hall

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays
Singing for Memory
Music and Movement
25 September
30 October
27 November

13 November
11 December

Community Transport
Transport service for people with visual impairments in the East Fife area.

Royal Voluntary Service volunteers provide Community
Transport for trips where mobility issues can make it difficult, if not impossible, for you to use public transport or if
you live in rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually
include getting to or from hospital or to a GP appointment
but can also include trips to the shops or into town or to social activities.
Telephone: 0330 555 0310
Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/ourservices/service-enquiry?serviceid=884

CRAIL MUSEUM
AND HERITAGE
CENTRE

MUSEUM OPENING TIMES
1st June - 27th October: Daily
Guided Walks: Wednesdays and Sundays
Monday - Saturdays: 11am - 4pm
Sundays: 1.30pm - 4pm
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always
gratefully received.
Guided Walks
It is not a difficult walk but there is a steep hill down to and
up from the harbour.
Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm start, walks usually
lasts 1.5 - 2 hours.
Adults £3.00 Children (10 - 17) £1.00

Contact your Fife Councillor?

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Useful Emergency Numbers

Crail Matters

We continue to need funds. If you have already donated,
then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a
donation? You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-2628, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to ‘Crab
Publishing’ given to any member of the Editorial Board or
posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail, KY10 3XN.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters

The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in
a variety of formats, but we prefer .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard
to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish
in original format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to edit material.
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Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive
because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think
of standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the
health centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy
hospital that you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new
to Crail and don’t know many people yet. That bit of help
is there and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service If you could do with that bit of help, ring.
01333 450096.

The Crail
Seagull

I think I might leave home - or at least move somewhere else for a bit. The noise early in the morning! My first thought was that
North Korea had invaded - then I thought Europe might have made a pre-emptive strike for Scotland - then I realised it was the
MoD people playing war games all over Fife, but especially it seemed around us and in particular over my nest. And this is
scheduled to go on for another week.

Well, as far as I can tell, from sitting on the fence at Beechwalk Park, what a busy place St Andrews Road has been this week.
The hole in the new road at the bottom of Bowling Green Place is still there and another has opened up straight across from it,
this one has bonny red, green and amber coloured lights on either side. I wonder if the men there will be fixing them both? But
more worrying is the awful graffiti that has appeared all the way up the road, it's on the bus shelters, the gates to Victoria Gardens,
my favourite beauty spot in Crail, on the road signs welcoming visitors to Crail and a few other signs too. What must visitors
think? I know you all thing that we seagulls are messy articles but this takes really the biscuit. What kind of mindless individual
seeks to despoil such a lovely place? If I see anyone up to this kind of activity, I'll swoop down and give them what for!?

Community Council Notes

Our new website is https://crailcc.com/

Next Community Council Meeting 7.15pm 30th September in the Town Hall

Graffiti
There have been a number of complaints about Graffiti defacing signs, especially in the region of St Andrews Road. Efforts
are being made to remove the paint, and Fife Council and Police Scotland have been informed.

Fife Council Participatory Budget
Reminder - please vote for the Crail Schemes (Crail Monday Club, Wee Crailers, East Neuk Emergency Planning Team) at
https://fif.communitychoices.scot before 22 September, when online voting ceases. All 3 projects will materially benefit Crail,
and contribute to our social and personal welfare; they are strongly supported by the Community Council. We urge everyone
who can to vote.

Remembrance Sunday
Although this year’s Remembrance Sunday will be somewhat lower key than last year, a second Commemorative Bench will
be unveiled on the opposite side to the existing bench. This has been funded by public subscription to the Commmunity Council and the Crail Memorial Trust. Baile Hutchinson is organising this on behalf of the Community Council, and anyone who
wishes to contribute or participate should contact him at crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com

Roome Bay Play Area
At the time of writing we understand the play area is still not yet available for public access due to snagging issues. It is anticipated
that an opening date will be available next week.

Crail.info Web site
It is anticipated that the new Crail.info website will be up and running by Christmas

Crail Community Partnership and Crail Charrette

Crail Community Partnership invite all members of the Crail Community to join. An application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We
reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2019:
Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John Wilson
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