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Crail: The Jewel of  the East Neuk.
Kilminning for Sale!

Anyone who had a game of golf at Balcomie this weekend, or
who walked their dog at Kilminning, will have passed this
sign. Fife Council has just put the top two hectares of Kilmin-
ning up for sale with “development potential”. No price stated,
just open to offers.

This is the old recycling site and is fairly derelict, but it has
been colonized by trees and bushes and is actually not a bad
wildlife habitat. It’s a great site for migrant birds in spring and
autumn and on occasions there have been tens of people from
all over Fife (and occasionally Scotland) enjoying the birds
there. Believe it or not, the site features prominently in the

newly released app - Where to Watch Birds in Scotland. But most Crailers will just pass through the top bit on their way to the
south of Kilminning – the area of bushes and trees and grassland just above the Scottish Wildlife Trust Reserve on the coast.
This southern area is a popular dog walking site, the starting point or a stop over site for walkers doing the coastal path, and an-
other good place for wildlife.

There are some implications of the sale of Kilminning north:
*  There has been no consultation with Crail as a community about this decision.
*  The site is being sold as having “development potential”. It is considered part of the airfield that is zoned for development
and even “limited” housing. But this comes with lots of terms and conditions in Fife’s Development Plan – the main one being
that an alternative access route around Crail needs to be put in place if the airfield is developed. This means that this is the small
start of something that will result in profound changes for Crail.
*  Housing seems unlikely to be suitable at the site – it is adjacent to the noisy go kart track and skid pan on the airfield. But if
housing is the intention then this is the start of something much more profound for the existing users of the site: existing use and
housing is not really compatible.
*  Fife Council has recently sold off the field between upper and lower Kilminning, and this new sale seems to be the next stage
of selling off all of Kilminning. Crail may not use the top part much as a community, but it certainly does use the lower part.
Crail could lose a local amenity, and likely this will be replaced with housing or industrial development. Neither is in keeping
with the location next to a nature reserve or the golf course. It will also be a further part of the transformation of the airfield
either into another village beyond Crail, or an industrial area.
*  The Crail Charrette identified that future development should be part of Crail, rather than physically separated, so that Crail
continues as a coherent community. This development goes against Crail’s Local Action Plan that arose from the charrette, in-
dicating that Fife Council actually does not pay attention yet to these local democratic processes.

It may be too late to do much for the top of Kilminning, but perhaps this a spur for the Crail community to take over ownership
of the southern, bottom part of Kilminning. The area would serve Crail and its interests much more as a local park and nature
reserve, adding to the tourist potential and beauty out at Fife Ness along the coastal path, rather than becoming an industrial or
housing estate. Fife Council needs money, but if it sells land that we own collectively to pay its debts in the short term, it is
likely to end up paying out much more in the long term servicing the new developments or putting in infrastructure such as the
new access route. But most importantly, the Crail community should have a say in what is happening out there. Perhaps the sim-
plest thing is for the Crail community to buy Kilminning from Fife Council, manage it as a community nature reserve or park,
and maintain it as an asset for Crail, for future generations. 
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The Sheep Field or Denburn Park?

I think it might be a good idea to defuse some of the tension about any plans that are emerging to improve the sheep field and
indeed whether or not we end up with something different – Denburn Park – or some version of what we already have. First,
let’s be clear. There are differences of opinion about how we manage common good land in Crail for Crailers. Some people
would like to keep everything the same, some people are more receptive to change. Some people like to maintain grass, verges,
trees and bushes very neatly. Others like to have more wildlife friendly management even if it looks less neat. There is no wrong
or right here, just differences in priorities: stasis versus change, tidiness over biodiversity and so on. And of course many people
don’t care either way, or haven’t thought about it – they have completely different priorities. None of us can claim to have the
correct point of view. But we can claim to have the majority point of view if we have consulted widely and identified the con-
sensus. That was the point of the Charrette.One of the top priorities identified during the two year long, fully inclusive Charrette
was to improve the wildlife environment and access to wildlife friendly areas like Denburn Wood. So far so good – most Crailers
like the environment here and want to keep it or improve it. But at no point was the Charrette about people voting for specific
plans to get rid of the sheep in the sheep field. Clearly our biggest environmental priority in Crail is not to change the sheep
field, it is already pretty nice and a much better and interesting use of the land than a car park for example. However, what people
did vote for was to create a coherent corridor of woodland and parkland through Crail extending Denburn Wood both north and
south, so the new developments to the north of Crail don’t become isolated islands of high density, urban style housing as we
have in Balcomie Green for example. The sheep field is part of creating a larger woodland/parkland walkway between Bow
Butts and the new houses in Crail North, that connects with Beech Walk Park, Denburn Wood, and then through the sheep field,
down to Roome Bay. Eventually we also hope for a wooded walkway all around Crail on the west side linking up with the coastal
path so creating a circular wooded walk around and through Crail. Like Denburn Wood, only more extensive and permeating
through much more of Crail. The current sheep field could easily stay the same and fit into this plan, or the field could have a
path through it and some more varied management to encourage some wildlife while still retaining the sheep – or occasional
grazing as they do at the SWT reserve at Kilminning – or it could be greatly improved for wildlife by removing the sheep and
putting more diverse vegetation there or uncovering the burn. This is where we are at the moment – with some big plans for en-
vironmental improvement for Crail over the coming years – with a mandate from the Charrette to carry them out. The sheep
field is not a deal breaker and indeed can stay just as it is, if that is what the majority want. If we do improve access and wildlife
in this field, we create a much stronger case for doing the same to the north of Denburn as part of carrying out our Local Action
Plan (the output of the Charrette). We have an opportunity to make Crail profoundly better for the environment and demonstrating
how we do this with our existing land, particularly improving access and involvement of Crailers in managing the land for
wildlife, makes a stronger case for us to do the same on new bits of land. These new bits of land may or may not become available
for us to create new Denburn Woods – or even new sheep fields - dependent on how we work together to make the land we have
accessible to all and reflecting the aspirations of the majority of Crailers to improve the environment.Back to the sheep field.
Changing this is absolutely not a done deal. Many things, including maintaining the status quo, are possible - everything is up
for discussion and consultation. But we need as a community not to turn against each other. If you can’t bear the idea of the
sheep field changing, other people’s points of view may seem upsetting. If you can’t bear the idea of Crail turning into neat and
tidy, concrete and cut grass wilderness, devoid of wildlife, other people’s lack of considering any change is equally upsetting.
But these passionate viewpoints shouldn’t be pitched against each other, when in fact they just represent slightly different positions
when viewed from the perspective of Crailers caring about the natural environment in which they live. Personally, I don’t want
to fall out with any of my neighbours about making Crail more beautiful and improving its environment: we just need to talk
about it to find the best common ground. The most important thing is to remember what we are playing for: a community united
in improving the environment for all in Crail, for the next generation, for the long term.

Will Cresswell  

Pop in for a chat about the future of Crail. 
Your thoughts count!

Crail – Local Place Plan

Drop-In Centre - Crail Community Hall

12th October 2019, 10am to Noon

The Crail Community Partnership invites you to attend another Drop-In opportunity on the 12th October.

This is a chance to view updates, ask questions and offer feedback about the different elements of the Crail – Local Place Plan,
with a particular emphasis in this session on the proposed changes for Denburn Park (the sheep field). 

Please join us there. 
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WILD CRAIL 
Will Cresswell, 

with Photographs by John Anderson

Sunday the 22nd was a good day. Just one day of easterly and there were new birds to find around Crail. As I cycled up to Kilmin-
ning first thing in the morning a tree pipit flew over calling twice. There were more chiffchaffs than the day before in the
sycamores both in the upper and lower part, a common whitethroat near the shore, and in the usual south-east corner by the golf
course, a whinchat. All of these were new in the night before and indicators that there might be more, possibly rarer stuff about,
and particularly yellow-browed warblers (the May Island
had their first that morning). I checked Balcomie and then
the Patch, but nothing more except for some blackcaps
chacking in the patch. But as I cycled past the holiday cot-
tages at Craighead, a small neat flycatchery thing flew up
from the wall by the road, with some white in its tail, making
a clear chacking call, half-way between a robin and a black-
cap. I immediately thought of red-breasted flycatcher – it’s
a perfect time of year and the perfect set of weather condi-
tions. I got my binoculars on it as it perched in one of the
ashes along the edge of the golf course and saw it clearly. A
juvenile red-breasted flycatcher with its open face, eyering,
a very thin buff wing bar, very pale and unmarked plumage
and the characteristic black tail with white sides at the base.
It promptly headed off into deeper cover and I watched it for
a minute more before putting the news out. A car pulled up
behind me and then another two more. “What have you seen?” a voice called. I called back about the flycatcher and suddenly I
was surrounded by the Dundee RSPB group excusrsion group – out for a day at Fife Ness – and probably hoping to bump into
something like this. True to form the flycatcher took that moment to disappear into a dense bush. A few tense minutes followed
as it stayed out of sight, although I could still hear it calling so I was optimistic that it would pop out again. It is the way of red-
breasted flycatchers – they keep to dense cover in bushes and under trees, but they come out every so often to a perch on the
edge. And they have a circuit so it is best just to stake out where you have seen them once and wait for them to come back. Sure
enough it did so and there were a few happy people. I came back later in the afternoon and it was still doing its circuit along the
wall, but now joined by a pied flycatcher – another good migrant. I think everyone out that day got a reasonable view. They are
great little flycatchers and just rare enough that everyone is special even if you have seen a lot. I have been in Crail for so long
that I have lost count of the number of red-breasted flycatchers I have seen on my patch, but it must be double figures by now.
I came out that afternoon again to keep looking for yellow-browed warblers. One advantage to cycling everywhere around Crail
is you have a better chance of hearing and seeing things in the non-standard places that you pass by – like Craighead that morning.

As I passed the main entrance to the airfield I heard a yellow-
browed warbler calling from the top of one of the sycamores that
form a tunnel over the road up to the entrance to Kilmmining. It
was a tricky bird, staying right up in the dense canopy with blue
tits, goldcrests and chiffchaffs to act as decoys. And it barely called
again. I put the news out and a small crowd gathered – the first yel-
low-browed warbler of the season in mainland Fife.  I gave up look-
ing for a good view and went back to the flycatcher. On the way
back however, there was a tit flock closer to Kilminning in some
more open, lower sycamores and as I checked this flock a second
yellow-browed warbler appeared. I had a couple of seconds fantas-
tic view before it did the disappearing trick again. And then as I
continued on back to Crail, a merlin flew up from the stubble of
the airfield and crossed the road in front of me. A final treat to end
a good day’s birding. I am very lucky to live in Crail and have so
much opportunity on my doorstep. I have described it before as like
living next to the sweetie shop – and that day the shop was open.    

The first barnacle geese of the year were seen past Fife Ness also on the 22nd but I was too busy looking for yellow-brows to
catch up with them. More were seen passing the following Monday and after a minute’s sea watch from my house I also picked
up a flock of about 30, low over the sea, heading west into the Forth. Five minutes later, another four. They must have been
passing steadily all day. Last year they passed Crail first on the 26th September.

yellow browed warbler

Red breasted flycatcher
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Birding luck will even out. Last Tuesday morning (the 24th) I went in search of a little bunting photographed at Kilminning the
day before, but not identified from the photo until later that night. The weather wasn’t great. Windy and frequent rain showers.
I trudged around Kilminning for a couple of hours, checking the field edges, the stubble and the bushes in case it was sheltering
but no luck. I saw plenty of yellowhammers and one reed bunting that got me going until it hauled itself out to the top of the

bush it was in to look less mysterious. I did find my third yellow-
browed warbler of the season, calling loudly from the top of a sycamore
for a minute. There were a few people out looking all day so the little
bunting may well have moved on the night before. But the little bunting
I found last autumn was equally elusive and they can easily disappear
into one of the many stubble fields around Fife Ness – another bunting
amongst many. 
Despite easterlies continuing all last week and some very heavy rain
last Wednesday and Tuesday night, I don’t think anything new came in
since the Sunday before. I was out for a couple of hours on Thursday,
checking Kilminning and Craighead and I found 4 yellow-browed war-
blers, two in the same place as Sunday, I saw the red-breasted flycatcher
again in exactly the same place, and found a spotted flycatcher at lower

Kilminning – one was also reported last Monday so I think it was only a new bird for me. The yellow-browed warblers were elu-
sive again and I had only glimpses. If they hadn’t been calling – and they are not calling much – I wouldn’t have known. I expect
there were many I consequently missed. The red-breasted flycatcher was still showing well. I sat on the wall by the road and
waited for it to come to me. I could see it for most of the time in the denser vegetation , but every ten minutes or so it would
come closer along the wall giving great views. But it was very lively, feeding frantically, and I think it will be moving on soon
if the rain holds off. The wind was now back west-
erly and it had brightened up accordingly, with the
low cloud disappearing by lunchtime: there were
quite a few swallows about as well to add to the
more cheerful picture.
Later, I was sea watching early evening and watch-
ing the barnacle geese that are still passing Crail in
good numbers, when I realised another consequence
of the wind becoming westerly. The barnacles ear-
lier in the week were passing high and fast, using
the wind to get into the Forth. But on Thursday they
were passing very low and slow, heading into it. 
The early goose catches the wind.

Sirs,
In your newsletter of 16 Sept Mr Cresswell stated that the
keeping of sheep in Denburn Park is a relatively recent event.
In the newsletter of 23 Sept a contributor stated that sheep
has been kept there for at least 50 years.
My earliest memory of sheep in this field goes back to approx
1945 ie 74 years ago. I would not call this relatively recent!
I have always known this field as Dorward’s Field and prior
to recent newsletters, I had never heard of the name Denburn
Park. When did this change of name take place?

Name supplied
Sirs,
Although an incoming Crailer of a mere 40 years standing, I
would nevertheless wish to voice my opinion in respect of
Alex Bowman's principal objection to the apparent railroad-
ing of plans for conversion of the Denburn "sheep field" to
an area of managed parkland - letters. September 23rd. By
far and away the most important issue must be the failure
both to draw up and publish detailed plans for the proposed
development and, equally importantly, its longer term 

management combined with the absence of any wider spread
consultation with the whole of the community in whose name
the proposal is made.
With greatest respect to Alex Bowman, it would be my hope
that as a first move there should be a concentration on these
issues ahead of any further debate on the other issues which
figure in his letter.

John Clayton

Sirs,
I refer to Mr Bowman's letter in the current edition.  I have
as yet no opinion on the matters discussed, but can confirm
that from checking the Fife Council's online planning map,
https://planning.fife.gov.uk/online/spatialDisplay.do?ac-
tion=display&searchType=Application there is currently no
application for a change of use of the site in question.  I can-
not comment on whether such an application would be re-
quired.

Colin McLachlan

barnacle geese

spotted flycatcher
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Sirs,
I should like to challenge some of what previous correspon-
dents have written about Denburn Park. The first being that
they seem to have rose tinted spectacles on when they look
at it now (perhaps it looked better in earlier years) but the
field is full of thistle and nettles and some very scraggy
sheep. The orchard area when planted did not have a fence
around it and the sheep were eating the bark off the trees
rather than keeping the grass down so that some of the trees
died and had to be replaced while others have undoubtedly
suffered but should recover with care. Which brings me to
the second point of by whom? As one of the volunteers who
maintain Denburn Wood and also a member of Crail in
Bloom, I was asked to see if some of the volunteers would
rake up grass from the orchard after it had been strimmed
down in the spring then mulch them to prevent more weed
growth. A few stalwarts did rake up the grass but found that
access to the site with rakes was very hard – either walk along
Roome Bay Avenue then climb the wall or climb over the
gate and fight their way through the nettles and thistles. There
is really only so much volunteers can do in the face of such
difficulty so the mulching never happened. Now if we had
gates and paths (as in Denburn Wood) there would be no such
difficulties and I’m sure there would be volunteers to look
after the trees.
Your most recent correspondent moans that no one has asked
the nearby residents for their opinions and that no one is re-
moving tree seedlings and other weeds from along Roome
Bay Avenue. Well I ask, since he presumably lives there, why
not do it yourself? All the members of Crail Community Part-
nership (CPP) who are tasked with realising the aspirations
of those who took part in the Charrette process and those of
the Crail Preservation Society (CPS who own the field in
question) are volunteers and the CPP are always looking for
more volunteers to get involved. It is very disheartening to
those of us who volunteer for lots of actions to keep Crail
looking beautiful to get complaints from those who probably 

never lift a finger to help their own community. Also in re-
sponse to a previous weeks correspondent who claimed Den-
burn wood was a dank place where no-one went – well when
we are volunteering there we see loads of folk of all ages
going through and very many stop and thank us for keeping 
the paths usable and the bulbs planted etc.
As a fairly new resident of Crail, I have no knowledge of the
history of use of Denburn Park, but “arable” would imply it
was used for growing crops rather than grazing 100 years
ago. Also if sheep have been grazing on it for 50 years with
no rotation of other animals or crops it must be riddled with
sheep parasites by now which may in part explain the un-
healthy looking sheep that are currently there and well due
for a change of use!

Name supplied
Sirs,
In reply to a comment made in the letter from Alex Bowman,
I would like to clarify the situation with the Orchard in the
field with the sheep. Firstly, the trees are all on root stocks
which will prevent them becoming large trees. The views for
owners of adjacent properties were taken into consideration
when choosing the root stock. When initially planted, the
trees had surrounds of stock wire to prevent the sheep from
eating them. Unfortunately, this was unsuccessful and the
sheep caused a lot of damage to the young trees. The decision
was then made to fence off the corner with permission from
the Crail Preservation Society who is responsible for the
field. Since the fence was put up, the ground is trimmed 4
times a year and is kept considerably tidier than the rest of
the field. Some of the trees are starting to improve now that
they are not being damaged by the sheep although it may be
necessary to replace some of the trees at a later date. Time
alone will tell. The Orchard was planted by volunteers and is
a project for the entire community.    

Crail in Bloom

CRAIL  BADMINTON  CLUB

MEETS   ON  TUESDAYS  7 – 10 PM 
IN CRAIL

COMMUNITY HALL

The new season starts on Tuesday 24th September
New members welcome

Any queries:- Tel. Anne on  07769156003

ANSTRUTHER MEDICAL PRACTICE 

FLU VACCINATION 2019

An Open Clinic will be held at the Skeith Health Centre on
Monday 7th October from 9am until 6pm.

No appointment necessary, just come along, there is generally very little waiting time, busiest between 9am and 11am.

Please make every effort to attend on this day so that precious nursing appointments are not wasted later on.

If you care for someone who is housebound, please let us know and with their consent, we can arrange for the vaccine to be
done at home.
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East Neuk Book Group

We meet in the Cocoa Tree 
Pittenweem.

Come along and join us!
All welcome!

We will be discussing the following books on the first Thursday of
every month. Discussion starts at 6pm but pop in from 5.30pm and
have a chat with us over coffee or hot chocolate. £1 payable on the

night.
Thursday 3rd October
Danny Scheinmann

Random Acts of Heroic Love
If you would like further information or would like to join our

mailing list, please contact Coral
coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk

Crail 
Community

Choir 

Schedule 
to Christmas

The Choir
starts at
7.30pm

September 30 Church Hall
October 14 Town Hall
October 21 Town Hall
October 28 Church Hall
November 4 Town Hall
November 11 Town Hall
November 18 Town Hall

November 25 Community Hall
November 27 Concert

Crail Parish Church of Scotland
(Charity registered in Scotland SC
001601) Linked with St Ayle 

Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa
450035, or email intimations@crailchurch.co.uk 
Session Clerk: Helen Armitage 450516
Stepping Stone Coffee Morning: every
Tuesday 10.00 - 11.30 at St
Ayles@Anstruther
Chat Bite: Every Wednesday in the
Kirk Hall 10am-12pmGuild: The Guild
Dedication Service will be held on Sun-
day 6 October 2019 at the 11.15 morn-
ing service.
Kirk Session will meet at 7.00pm on
Tuesday 15 October in the Kirk Hall
with our new interim moderator Rev
Nigel Robb. 
Service of Holy Communion will be on
Sunday 27th October at 11.15am and
will be conducted by the Rev Ian Hamil-
ton.
Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal leaflets
are now available both in church and at
Chat bite. Please return the filled boxes
by Sunday the 3rd of November.
Pastoral visits: As we now have no
locum please let the elders or myself
(Helen) know if anyone requires a visit
especially where people have been ad-
mitted to hospital.

Connect East Neuk

Online voting has now closed for Connect East Neuk.   The next
stage is a public voting and funding event on Monday 30 Septem-
ber. 

THERE HAS BEEN A VENUE CHANGE.  THIS EVENT
WILL NOW BE AT THE EAST NEUK CENTRE IN
ANSTRUTHER.  

The event will start at 4:30, presentations will take place from 4:45
to 6 and the public voting from 6 to 7.  
Winners will be announced on the night.  
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Skeith Surgery

Routine GP appointments - appointments released
Monday at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
morning for the following week. Appointments re-
leased Wednesday at 2 pm for Wednesday afternoon,
Thursday and Friday the following week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month

in advance.

Seagull Proof Sacks

Seagull proof sacks are available through Environment
and Building Services  of Fife Council. There is no cost
associated with them and can be ordered by calling the
environment helpline on 03451 550022. At the end of
the month when Fifedirect is replaced by the new
Fife.gov website then there will hopefully be the facility
to order these online.
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Thank you to everyone involved for  
Helping to launch this exciting new 
venture. 

CRAIL MUSEUM 
AND HERITAGE CENTRE

MUSEUM OPENING TIMES
1st June - 27th October:  Daily 
Guided Walks:  Wednesdays and Sundays 
Monday - Saturdays:  11am - 4pm
Sundays:  1.30pm  -  4pm 
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always
gratefully received.
Guided Walks: It is not a difficult walk but there is a steep hill
down to and up from the harbour.
Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm start, walks usually
lasts 1.5 - 2 hours. 
Adults £3.00     Children (10 - 17) £1.00

Mobile Library
The mobile library calls at Marketgate from 10:00 to

11:00 every 2nd Thursday.
Next Date: 10th October

Green Fabric Wanted

Green fabric is required for Waid Academy School
Christmas Tree: 
any shade of green, any type of fabric as long as
it’s plain without any printing or pattern on it and
ideally, in not less than 1m square pieces. Even an
old green sheet or tablecloth will be fine. 
Fabric pieces can be dropped off at 11 Wingfield,
Crail, if no one is at home, it can left in the shed. It
would be helpful if a note could be put through the

letterbox to let me know it’s there. I could collect if transport
is required.
Thanks for your help, this is for a community-based Christmas
backdrop project. 

Kimberley Vernava
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R.B.S. Mobile Branch
Timetable

Tuesdays  St. Andrews Road Car Park,
Anstruther – 2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays
North Marketgate, Crail – 10.20am
10.50am

Crail Mobile Post Office Service
Location - Along High Street opposite the
Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours  and it is
they who provide the Hospital Car Service.
It’s only when you  can’t drive because you
or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to
think of standing in the cold, waiting for a
return bus from the health centre or the den-
tist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital
that you wish for a bit of help.   Maybe
you’re new to Crail and don’t know many
people yet.  That bit of help is there and has
been for 54 years in Crail.  It’s the Hospital
Car Service If you could do with that bit of
help, ring. 01333 450096.

Singing for the Memory 
and Music and Movement 

for people with Dementia and their Carers at
Kilrenny Parish Church Hall

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays

Singing for Memory
30 October
27 November 

Music and Movement
13 November
11 December

Listening Ear: 
Do you need to talk to anyone?

I offer a voluntary community service to anyone who
needs a confidential chat. 
Although I am not a therapist, over the past thirty years,
I have been privileged to be able to help others talk
through a range of personal issues in confidence and
without being judgemental. 
So, if you would like to have a confidential chat, call me
to arrange a suitable time and place.

Gordon Kirkland – 01333 451133 
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Contact your Fife Councillor?
Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk  07725 223773.

cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311

cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Useful Emergency Numbers
Samaritans 116 123
Breathing Space 0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line 01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work 03451 551503
NHS24 111
Police 101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights) 0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number 0800 028 6231

Community Transport
Transport service for people with visual im-

pairments in the East Fife area.

Royal Voluntary Service volunteers provide Community
Transport for trips where mobility issues can make it diffi-
cult, if not impossible, for you to use public transport or if
you live in rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually
include getting to or from hospital or to a GP appointment
but can also include trips to the shops or into town or to so-
cial activities.
Telephone: 0330 555 0310
Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/ourservices/ser-
vice-enquiry?serviceid=884

Crail Matters

We continue to need funds. If you have already donated, then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a dona-
tion? You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-26-28, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to 
‘Crab Publishing’ given to any member of the Editorial Board or posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail, KY10 3XN. 

Advert/Copy  Submission to Crail Matters

The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish in origi-
nal format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to edit material. 

Greens of Crail - reusing plastic
The scallop tubs which are quite well made and are ideal for salmon are available if anyone would prefer a reusable tub instead
of a plastic bag - please ask. Also if anyone wishes to bring in their own plastic tubs for haddock there is no issue as it can
simply be tared on the scales.    

thanks Clem at Greens`

Warning over Thomas Cook Refund Scam

Fraudsters keen to capitalise on the collapse of Thomas Cook have already started
targeting customers with telephone refund scams.
The historic travel firm went bust on Sunday evening, leaving 160,000 holiday-
makers stranded abroad and 20,000 employees without a job.
Around a million people are believed to have had holidays cancelled as a result of
the firm's collapse, which has created a window of opportunity for fraudsters to

swindle customers out of money.
The crooks claim to offer refunds to people who have lost money from the cancellation of flights and holidays, but rather than
reimburse them, the fraudsters are stealing their financial details and clearing out their bank accounts.
Hundreds of people across the country have reported receiving phone calls from someone claiming to be from Thomas Cook
offering an immediate refund to their account. However, many of the individuals haven’t even booked a holiday with the com-
pany, suggesting the crooks are cold-calling and casting their nets as wide as possible.
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The Crail  
Seagull

Well, the nights are fair drawing in now, aren’t they?  It’s a lot cooler too. I’d always had a fancy to head south for the winter
but I’m not as able as some of my other wee feathered friend to make the trip. I know that some of you book foreign holidays
so I hope our readers affected by the collapse of Thomas Cook will be okay , what a worry for you!   I’d better give up my
dreams and stick it out at Fluke Dub in the cold.

Have you seen the size of some of these lorries on the
roads? They’re massive, some of them have 16
wheels, yes, 16 and they drive in the middle of the
road too! Most folks manage on 2 or 4. I know you
need to get food and other supplies around from place
to place but 16 wheels, I ask you? Little wonder the
roads are crumbling.

The gossipy sparrow was out with her camera the
other day and look what she sent me! I think I’ll need
to send her to Specsavers – she thinks it’s a White
Elephant….
Following that, I thought that this may be appropriate: 
“We are tied to the ocean. And when we go back to the sea, whether it is to sail or to watch - we are going back from whence
we came.”

John F. Kennedy

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We
reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2019:
Editorial Team this week:  Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,  Max Taylor,  John Wilson

Crail Community Partnership and Crail Charrette

Crail Community Partnership invite all members of the Crail Community to join. An application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Community Council Notes

Our new website is https://crailcc.com/

Next Community Council Meeting  7.15pm 30th September  in the Town Hall

Agenda
Topics under discussion will include:

Water Seepage Bankhead Brae 
Water Seepage Bow Butts 
Bench base posts at bus stop 
Largo Leisure 
Butcher’s Close, possible adoption of path 
High Street North Sign 

Milestone Signs 
Former Recycling Site Development
Butcher’s Close: Surfacing/Lighting/Trees
Retrospective Planning Application
Seagull Proof Bins
GP Appointments


