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Crail: The Jewel of the East Neuk.
Crail Festival

The new Crail Festival Committee is almost complete but lacks a Secretary.
Anyone with reasonable IT skills will cope well with this enjoyable, productive task. It involves attending a monthly meeting between now and next
year's Festival 15-25 July, publishing the agenda for these meetings and taking and distributing the Minutes. If you are interested , please contact Valencia Sowry at Valenciamcfest@aol.com. Thank you.

Crail Folk Club

What a fantastic show from Dave Peabody and Regina Mudrich
last week - they will be back I have no doubt.
Next we have a Singers' Night on Thursday 24th October 8pm
Crail Town Hall BYOB £1. It is tempting to think of these nights
as just a fill in between guest nights. We do not consider them to
be that at all. The reason being that we have a huge amount of talent living locally and much of that talent is regularly on display
on these nights. The Singers' Nights this year have gone from
strength to strength with anything up to 15 people performing.
They are a great opportunity to try your hand at singing or playing
or, if like me, your talents remain undiscovered just come for 2
1/2 hours of listening fun. Advance tickets not required.
The same cannot be said of our final two guest nights of 2019.
Tickets are already going quickly. We have:
14th November Josie Duncan and Pablo Lafuente
28th November Edwina Hayes
Full details and tickets from Tony Kingsbury or
www.crailfolkclub.org.uk

As discussed the concerns about the footpath surface in
Butchers Close would not be resolved by pothole repairs.
The surface is uneven where service tracks have been reinstated and shows signs of breaking up along the edges.
The treatment required is an overlay of the existing surface. This has been estimated at £3500. As it is recognised this footpath provides a well used link to the centre
of the village and the primary school an allocation from
the private roads budget for North East Fife has been
identified for this work. It is anticipated the work will be
completed in the current financial year.
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With regards vegetation from an adjoining property obscuring the street light I have requested the inspector for
this area investigates this matter with a view to seeking
a resolution. As Butchers Close is private enforcement
of the Roads Scotland Act is not clear cut.
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Concerns have been raised at a number of Community
Council meetings about the condition of Butchers Close.
Cllr. Linda Holt has taken up the issue, and below is a
recent note from the relevant Fife Council official to her
outlining the work to be done to remedy its poor state:
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Butchers Close

Parking Restrictions Shoregate
As a result of the public concern about inappropriate and dangerous parking on Shoregate, double yellow lines have been proposed as in the diagram below (dotted lines).
Comment please to crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com by
28 October - note change of date.
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council AGM will be held at
7.00 pm Monday 28 October Town Hall.
The purpose of the AGM is to consider
and approve the examined financial statement for submission to Fife Council.

Remembrance Sunday
Crail Kirk and The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community
Council are putting together the final arrangements for this year's
Remembrance Sunday service at Crail Kirk on the 10th of
November. 2018 was obviously a historic year being the century
of the signing of the Armistice. Whilst the majority of the armed
forces left the battle grounds, small pockets of fighting remained
notably in Russia between pro and anti Bolshevik contingents.
However the significance of 2019 is the signing of the Treaty of
Versailles which formally marked the end of the Great War after
the Armistice of November 1918. Whilst thought to be a flawed
treaty by many and which sowed the seeds of discontent which
resulted in the outbreak of World War 2 twenty years later, the
Treaty can be credited with leading to the formation of the
League of Nations, a forerunner of our present United Nations
Organisation.
Organisers in Crail are pleased to announce that representatives
of the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards will be in attendance along
with our own youth organisations including the Scouts. The Rev
Ian Hamilton will conduct the service in the Kirk and prior to the
two minute silence at 11am a second commemorative bench at
the Kirk gates will be unveiled by our own Victor
Reynolds to complement
the one placed last year.
Everyone is welcome and
you are cordially invited to
be present outside the Kirk
gates by 10.45am for the
start of the commemoration.
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

Crail Parish Church of Scotland
(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)
Linked with St Ayle
Stepping Stone coffee morning every Tuesday 10.00 11.30 at St Ayles@Anstruther
Chat Bite: Every Wednesday in the Kirk Hall 10am12pm
Guild: Meets on Thursday 24th October in the Kirk Hall
at 2:15pm, talk: “The Kilrenny & Anstruther Burgh Collection” by Kevin Dunion
Communion will be on Sunday 27th October at 11.15am
and will be conducted by the Rev Ian Hamilton.
MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT COFFEE
MORNING
On Wednesday 30th October in Pittenweem Church Hall,
James Street the Macmillan Cancer Support Group will
be holding a Coffee Morning. We have enjoyed magnificent support from you over the years and really appreciate it. From 10.00 am until 11.30 am please come along
and enjoy the usual tea/coffee/home baking etc. Entry
£2.50

Peace

Reflections on ‘peace’ by Alfred Noyes from the perspective of
soldiers in the First World War buried in graves marked by simple
crosses, asking that their deaths not be in vain. Praise of the dead
was not what the dead needed, but peace made by the living.
We, who lie here, have nothing more to pray.
To all your praises we are deaf and blind.
We may not ever know if you betray
Our hope, to make earth better for mankind.

Garden of Remembrance Edinburgh
The dedication service of the Garden of Remembrance at the
Scott Monument, Edinburgh, will take place at 11am Monday 28
October.

Kirkmay Road.
Residents have complained about the speed of traffic passing along Kirkmay Road. There are a lot of children and elderly that
reside on this road, and the cars cutting through are speeding . This creates an unsafe environment for the residents.
Could everyone please observe the 20mph speed limit.
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell,

with Photographs by John Anderson
First light at Kilminning on Saturday the 12th didn’t repeat the Pallas’s of the day before. It was clear the night before and the
Pallas’s warbler had departed. Where it might have gone is uncertain – it is unlikely that it will have retraced its steps back to
the far east. They are rare vagrants to Africa so it may well head down there, perhaps sharing that unknown corner of West Africa
in which increasing numbers of yellow-browed warblers must now be wintering. There were a few disappointed birders at
Kilminning that day. It’s a classic scenario – the rarity does a flit before the weekend. I was lucky to have it on my doorstep, and
to have a job that often allows me to work when it suits me. It seems that a few other of the rare birds left over from the Monday
before went that night as well: there was only one ring ouzel left at lower Kilminning, and fewer chiff-chaffs and goldcrests. The
yellow-browed warblers remained though. There were still at least three at upper Kilminning.
That afternoon a shorelark was seen on the rocks at Fife Ness. Shorelarks are Arctic breeding songbirds that are uncommon
winter visitors and we don’t have much suitable habitat for one – but migrants can turn anywhere, and shorelarks like bare open
habitats like beaches. This would be a new bird for the Crail list so I spent four hours walking along the shore between Fife Ness
and the end of Balcomie Golf Course. It was a really nice afternoon, and quite relaxing to be looking for a bird in open habitats
rather than having to peer into dense obscuring vegetation without any hope of seeing the bird unless it moved across your field
of view. I didn’t find the shorelark, but I am becoming a believer in birding luck evening out, and I had my fair share of luck
with the Pallas’s warbler the day before. Balcomie Beach and the sea out from the Ness provided plenty to see as usual. The
beach now has its own lagoon on the high tide courtesy of a big bank of wrack washed in on the easterlies of the week before.
The now resident waders have been feeding in this and on the wrack bed as it rots and becomes maggot infested. Turnstones,
dunlin, redshank, knot, and lots of starlings, all now handsome in spotty winter plumage, even the juveniles. Lots of gulls too of
course, sitting in the water behind the wrack bank picking up the maggots washed out by the tide. The sanderling, purple sandpipers and bar-tailed godwits were roosting on the wrack: wading in a shallow lagoon or fossicking through seaweed piles is not
their thing.
My dog found a nice rotted fish skeleton to eat so I had to sit down and wait for her to finish before she would come back to me
(she knows well what I would have done with the fish if I could have caught her). Making a virtue of it I sat down and seawatched
by Stinky Pool (my prime location for checking for a shore lark anyway). The sea was full of birds right to the horizon. Mostly
gulls, gannets and passing auks. But in thirty minutes I had a great northern diver, a great skua, a juvenile pomarine skua and I
also picked up a distant short-eared owl, heading in from the sea toward Fife Ness. As it got to within about a kilometre of the
land, it changed direction and headed for the Lothians. I bet this was an adult, orientating itself and then heading off to a known
wintering area that it used last year. A juvenile, I bet, would have been so relieved to see any land after crossing the North Sea
that it would have made landfall as soon as possible. It is always slightly
bizarre to see an owl flying over the sea, but they have a light flight action,
with frequent glides, that makes it look like they are finding the long crossing easy. The pomarine skua was really far out, but I identified it initially
as a great skua until it banked and flashed lots of silvery white on its underwing coverts, almost like a sooty shearwater, resolving it as a pomarine
or arctic juvenile, but with the hefty look of a great skua then making it a
pomarine. It then helpfully chased a few kittiwakes confirming its large
size and hefty look. I wouldn’t bet my house on the id but maybe a few
quid. The great northern diver was another good bit of id practice. It was
powering along with the wind behind it so it didn’t look exceptionally
heavy or big, but the neck mark was really pronounced, like a collar, so
Great Northern Diver
the face contrasted bright white, so much so I did a double take and
checked the bill just in case (but no banana of a white-billed diver). I
checked the guides and this contrasting white face is a good feature on a wintering bird when the structure of the bird is not obvious. John’s photo gives a good idea of this, but at a distance and in bright sunlight the white of the face contrasted much more.
I couldn’t resist another chance of refinding the shore lark the next day so I tried Balcomie and Fife Ness at low tide first thing
in the morning. There is much more shore lark habitat – open flat muddy and shingly beach areas – at low tide. It was very quiet
in the noise sense: there were plenty of birds and for once I was able to hear them, with no wind and before the cars and go karts
got started at the airfield. Although you then start noticing the lower levels of noise pollution. The golf club has various carts
and buggies racing round early before play starts and these were a low drone in the background. But still better than usual. The
seals singing from the rocks offshore was one of the loudest noises. It is not really singing, but nice enough as a soundscape
mixed with the gently lapping waves. I was able to easily pick out a twite flying over Balcomie Beach as it called, distant geese
flocks (there were a lot moving past from the Lothians to further north that morning) and even the mournful song of an out of
season singing mistle thrush somewhere in the back of the Patch. The best noise, however, was the shrill whistle of a kingfisher,
somewhere among the rock pools and channels of the lower shore by stinky pool. I thought I heard one a few weeks ago but it
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Wild Crail cont.
wasn’t clear enough. That morning I could hear it piping every so often as I sat at Fife Ness
looking out to sea. I scanned the shore too but didn’t see it. Kingfishers, for such a gaudy
bird, disappear on a rocky shore. They are small and their bright colours are surprisingly disruptive at a distance. At sea there was another great northern diver past (white face glowing)
and a smattering of various ducks: goosander, velvet scoter, common scoter, wigeon, eider,
mallard and my first long-tailed duck of
the winter. The best bird was a juvenile
puffin sitting on the sea close in. I hardly
Juvenile Puffin
ever see puffins in winter, let alone juveniles which are usually very far out
to sea by this time of year.
Kilminning had settled down into a quieter period by the 15th. There were
a couple of bramblings among the newly arrived redwing flocks and a single
fieldfare. There were still plenty of goldcrests but no obvious chiff-chaffs.
Unusually though was a flock of long-tailed tits at the top, and then a second
flock down at the bottom of
Kilminning. It seems too
Merllin
much of a coincidence that
these should be just appearing now if they were resident. They seem much more likely to be migrants like the goldcrests but they are
not a species known for their migration. Perhaps they are dispersing Scottish birds
that are working their way down the coast. There were a few bullfinches in among
them as well – another unusual Crail species that has suddenly reappeared. The
best birds of the day were two merlins over the field between the two Kilminning
blocks. I saw a female merlin making a stoop down into the field and then coming
up with a skylark. It continued to fly rapidly in a strange zig-zag fashion low over
the field. The reason became clear, a second female merlin suddenly came into
my view, and stooped at the first. It responded by landing in the field and mantling its prey, the second flew back to the airfield.
Raptors stealing prey from each other is fairly common – usually the larger species prevailing. These two merlins were equally
matched and the first didn’t give way. It was probably worth the second bird having a go. If the stoop had been a surprise the
first merlin may well have dropped its prey on the precautionary principle.
Long-tailed Duck

After Friday night’s heavy rain

The Ladies of Inner Wheel would like to thank all those who attended the coffee morning in aid of
First Responders on Saturday October 5th. The amount raised was £427.70, £80 of which was donated by members unable to attend.
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Pittenweem Fishermen's Memorial Association
Pittenweem Fishermen's Memorial Association has been established, with the
objective of raising money to commission, erect and maintain a fitting tribute,
dedicated to the men and women who made their living from the sea--and those
who lost their lives in doing so. The Address given by Mr Ian Bowman at the
unveiling of the Memorial on 28th September 2019:
“I have been given this honour, and to me a very great honour, of unveiling
this magnificent memorial to our fishermen and women of the East Neuk.
It is of course for the men who lost their lives to the sea, most of whom only
God knows where they sleep; there is nowhere for their relatives to go, no
known grave where they might sit and reflect or lay a flower, until now. I hope
they will come from all over Scotland to see this wonderful memorial and do
just that if they wish.
The women of course are the wives, mothers, sisters, daughters of these men,
who had to carry on with life and with a strong heart keep their households together. I know these women. I met them in the morning when I was running
along to Andersons the bakers for my mother's baps (rolls), then walking slowly
back home eating them, and in the evening when I was delivering my newspapers. They always had a smile for me and a word.
I knew some of them personally. One of them came down after sending her
wee lassie to school, and baited a line alongside my mother in the west cellar
at 16 West Shore. She had lost her father and brother when their boat went
down. That same wee lassie is here today, by the way. All of these women are
here now, they are there in the memorial reunited with their men, enshrined for
all time and all eternity. I also know some of the women today in Cellardyke,
two of whom I see everyday and others occasionally, but all of them had and
have one thing in common; they would and will look out at the sea with anguish
on their face and at the same time asking why! I know they will do this all their
lives because I do it too - I ask Why!?
Thank you for your patience with an old man. I unveil this magnificent memorial for all these wonderful people who made the East Neuk what it is, and I
trust you will see as I do the anguish, and question Why?”
Quote (anon) “ Let those who speak of the price of fish, spend one winter’s night aboard a fishing boat”.

The Power of Art
It's a sad fact that knife crime is rising across
the country. The Derby Knife Angel is a
National Monument against Violence and
Aggression - made from knives collected by
Midlands’ Constabularies. The spectacular,
27 feet high sculpture is made from around
100,000 bladed weapons collected in knife
amnesties during police surrenders across
the country. The Angel was created by the
British Ironwork Centre with sculptor Alfie
Bradley.
Relatives of those killed by knife crime
were invited to engrave the blades with
names and messages for their loved ones as

part of the sculpture. A very fine example of
the power of art. The Knife Angel has visited many cities in the UK.
You can show your support and join us in
standing up to knife crime. If you have any
information, report it to police on 101 or
anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555
111.
If you are a young person you can find out
more about the dangers of knife crime by
visiting: https://www.fearless.org/en
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Thank you to everyone involved for
Helping to launch this exciting new
venture.

What's On - Scottish Fisheries Museum Autumn 2019
Details of all our events and workshops that are coming
up in the Autumn.can be found here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/the-scottish-fisheries-museum-14477550384
We hope to see you there.

Crail
Community Choir
Schedule
to Christmas
The Choir starts at
7.30pm
October 21 Town Hall
October 28 Church Hall
November 4 Town Hall
November 11 Town Hall
November 18 Town Hall
November 25 Community Hall
November 27 Concert
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Listening Ear:
Do you need to talk to anyone?
I offer a voluntary community service to anyone
who needs a confidential chat.
Although I am not a therapist, over the past
thirty years, I have been privileged to be able to
help others talk through a range of personal issues in confidence and without being judgemental.
So, if you would like to have a confidential chat,
call me to arrange a suitable time and place.
Gordon Kirkland – 01333 451133

Singing for the Memory
and Music and Movement
for people with Dementia and their
Carers at Kilrenny Parish Church
Hall
1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays
Singing for Memory Music and Movement
30 October
13 November
27 November
11 December

Crail Hospital Car Service

Skeith Surgery

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think of
standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the health
centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital
that you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail
and don’t know many people yet. That bit of help is there
and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital Car Service If you could do with that bit of help, ring. 01333 450096.

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Routine GP appointments - appointments released
Monday at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
morning for the following week. Appointments released
Wednesday at 2 pm for Wednesday afternoon, Thursday
and Friday the following week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month in
advance.

R.B.S. Mobile
Branch
Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car
Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm;
Thursdays North
Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600
CRAIL BADMINTON CLUB
MEETS ON TUESDAYS 7 – 10 PM
IN CRAIL
COMMUNITY HALL
The new season starts on Tuesday 24th September
New members welcome
Any queries:- Tel. Anne on 07769156003
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Mobile Library

The mobile library
calls at Marketgate
from 10:00 to 11:00
every 2nd Thursday.
Next Date: 24th October

Contact your Fife Councillor?
Community Transport
Transport service for people with visual impairments in the East Fife area.

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Royal Voluntary Service volunteers provide Community
Transport for trips where mobility issues can make it difficult, if not impossible, for you to use public transport or if
you live in rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually
include getting to or from hospital or to a GP appointment
but can also include trips to the shops or into town or to social activities.
Telephone: 0330 555 0310
Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/ourservices/ser
vice-enquiry?serviceid=884

Useful Emergency Numbers

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

CRAIL MUSEUM
AND HERITAGE CENTRE
MUSEUM OPENING TIMES
1st June - 27th October: Daily
Guided Walks: Wednesdays and Sundays
Monday - Saturdays: 11am - 4pm
Sundays: 1.30pm - 4pm
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always
gratefully received.
Guided Walks: It is not a difficult walk but there is a steep
hill down to and up from the harbour.
Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm start, walks usually
lasts 1.5 - 2 hours.
Adults £3.00 Children (10 - 17) £1.00

Fife Council Transport plans
online discussion

Fife Council have started a discussion process about the
future of subsidised public transport. They are looking for
ideas before end November about how public transport
could be improved in Fife - what's good now and what
could be better.
Have your say :https://our.fife.scot/transportingpeople/

Crail Matters

Seagull Proof Sacks

We continue to need funds. If you have already donated,
then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a
donation? You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-2628, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to
‘Crab Publishing’ given to any member of the Editorial
Board or posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail,
KY10 3XN.

Seagull proof sacks are available through Environment and
Building Services of Fife Council. There is no cost associated with them and can be ordered by calling the environment helpline on 03451 550022. At the end of the month
when Fifedirect is replaced by the new Fife.gov website then
there will hopefully be the facility to order these online.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to edit material.

Greens of Crail - reusing plastic
The scallop tubs which are quite well made and are ideal for salmon are available if anyone would prefer a reusable tub instead
of a plastic bag - please ask. Also if anyone wishes to bring in their own plastic tubs for haddock there is no issue as it can
simply be tared on the scales.
thanks Clem at Greens`
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The Crail
Seagull

He’s at it again!!! The mysterious dog poo chalker is lurking around Crail marking dog poo with
chalk circles. Watch out antisocial dog owners - the chalker has his eye on you!!
See the Fife Police Scotland pop-up policeman has gone AWOL again - what a hoot!
Wow, I’ll need to get a job with Fife Council – they paid one of their workers £59,395 per week
instead of £59.95 and it took weeks for anyone to notice. I could holiday in the warm sun over
winter with a pay like that!
I wonder how long it’ll take for these wind turbines to appear off Fluke Dub? A distant relative
of mine told me about an incident in County Durham near Sedgefield when a lightning strike
caused the top of a wind turbine to catch fire. Fire crews kept a watch on the incident allowing
the fire to go out of its own accord and watching for the blades to fall from the remains of the turbine. You all know that I’m not a fan of them anyway but I’m more nervous now.
I was behind Jackie from the Golf Hotel in the paper queue this morning and we were admiring the huge lake at the corner of
St Andrews Road and Marketgate. The drain there is blocked. Jackie told me she rings Fife Council about this drain every
year when we have heavy rain and each time she is told that the drain is not blocked but broken and they have no funds to fix
it.She reckons she's been told this for about 20 years. That may be somewhat of an exaggeration, but maybe not.

Community Council Notes
Our new website is https://crailcc.com/
Next Community Council Meeting 7.15pm 28 October in the Town Hall
preceded by the AGM at 7.00pm

Correction - date of Crail Remembrance Service Sunday 10 November.

The date of the Remembrance Service was wrongly reported in last weeks notes. It will be held on
Sunday the 10th November at 10.45am. Apology for this mistake!
AGM
The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council AGM will be held at 7.00 pm Monday 28 October Town Hall to
consider and approve the examined financial statement for submission to Fife Council.
A Big Thank You
The Community Council would like to thank the staff of Balcomie Links Caravan Park for the help they gave in the recent renovation of the Kirk Gates. This is not the first time by any means they have helped, and we are very grateful.
Largo Leisure
The owner of Sauchope Caravan Park has advised that no decision had been made to prevent tourers from using the site although
no bookings were being taken for next year until an appraisal had been completed.
Glass Recycling
Despite agreement from the School for glass recycling bins to be located in the adjacent car park, as of the time of writing there
has been no further information about when this will be made available.
Consultation on Transport
Fife Council would like the public’s views on the public transport it organises/subsidises:
https://fif.communitychoices.scot/legislation/processes/1/debate

Crail Community Partnership and Crail Charrette

Crail Community Partnership invite all members of the Crail Community to join. An application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We
reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2019:
Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John Wilson
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