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Crail: The Jewel of  the East Neuk.
Crail Festival AGM
Everyone is welcome to attend Crail Festival's AGM at 8pm on 5 November in Crail Kirk Hall.
Come along and enjoy a glass of wine with the Trustees and Members of the 2020 Crail Festival
Committee  while the Chairman of Trustees and the Treasurer present their reports about this year's
very successful Festival.

Parking Restrictions Shoregate

As a result of the public concern about inappropriate and dan-
gerous parking on Shoregate, double yellow lines have been pro-
posed as in the diagram below (dotted lines). 
Comment please to crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com by

28 October - note change of date.

Castle Street

Sh
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Bogus workmen are operating across the 
country. 

They often target the vulnerable. Please ensure your family
members never answer the door to strangers. Report any work
being done on vulnerable people’s properties to 101. We’ll
check them out.

Good news for The Golf Hotel in the Sunday Mail's article
highlighting the great staff, food and history of the hotel.

‘On the ground floor of a historic inn, the pub itself is an-
cient authentic, with connections to the Battle of Waterloo.
........ As the name would suggest, there are photos of golf
and golfers everywhere.... when I asked the bar staff who the
old fella with the big beard was in the photo behind me, they
didn’t know. Turns out to be Old Tom Morris, a much-
revered historic figure at St Andrews Royal and Ancient Golf
Club .... And even if the bar staff don’t know their ancient
Golf history, they sure know how to make visitors welcome’.

Young Carer Grant
Young Carer Grant is a yearly payment of £300 for young
carers in Scotland.
To be able to get Young Carer Grant, you must:
• be 16, 17 or 18 years old
• have been caring for 1, 2 or 3 people for an average
of 16 hours a week for at least the last 3 months
If you care for more than one person, you can combine the
hours of the people you care for to average 16 hours a
week. How you spend the Young Carer Grant is up to you.
You could use it for things like new clothes, driving
lessons or a holiday. You do not need to tell us what you
spend the money on.
You could get £66.15 a week if you care for someone at
least 35 hours a week and they get certain benefits.
You do not have to be related to, or live with, the person
you care for.
You do not get paid extra if you care for more than one
person.
You can choose to be paid weekly in advance or every 4
weeks.
It will be paid into an account, for example your bank ac-
count.

You can find out more about Carer's Allowance by going
to: https://www.gov.uk/carers-allowance

You can get Young Carer Grant once a year, up until you
turn 19. You'll need to fill in a new form or call us each
year you want to apply.
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I’ve long refused to wear a poppy, recalling ‘the old lie’; but I’m
now confronting my own refusal to learn.

A few houses away from me, a young man died. Sergeant Sutton
from the London Regiment was killed in 1918. He was 22, the
son of Harry and Rebecca. A couple of doors down, a 19-year-
old died. An Irish family who lived nearby lost Private Patrick
Joseph O’Brien. On the next road, the neighbours at Nos 72 and
74 each lost a son. Rifleman Claude Arthur Ashby died a month
before the war ended. He was 17.

It’s a very middle-class thing never to have known anyone in the
army, and I can’t imagine my current neighbours’ kids joining
up. But 17? God. I saw a picture once of a soldier who had wet
himself in terror under bombardment. A frightened child. So
many frightened children. So long ago. A pointless war. I remem-
ber learning about the poetry that taught me not to fall for “the
old lie” and all that, and so I don’t wear poppies. One of my
daughters once answered an exam question on the causes of the
first world war with: “It’s like they were all dressed up and had
to find somewhere to go.” I got what she meant. The arms race
already under way between the major powers meant a war was
inevitable. Only this was no party, but mass slaughter. So, no glo-
rifying the military-industrial complex for me. Remembrance is
a private act, not a public display. Terrible wars are happening
right now that no one thinks can end. I know these arguments
well, for I have made them. But I was wrong.

If war is a refusal to learn, I now begin to confront my own re-
fusal. The act of remembrance is significant because forgetting
is what destroys us. The process of understanding what Europe
was, and what it can be, is poignant now for all sorts of obvious
reasons. A fundamental shift has happened, too, about the way
we emote in public. There remain solemn acts of private grief,
but the collaborative efforts organised by Danny Boyle, the faces
washed away in the sand, or Jeremy Deller’s work in which silent
soldiers appear in normal life, or the wire ghost soldiers standing
in a cemetery; these things move us. Peter Jackson’s film They
Shall Not Grow Old, which I thought might be gimmicky with
its colourisation, astonished me because I recognised these lads,
their faces, their bravado, and I recognised that war is about piss,
shit and blood, and shooting someone whose intestines are
spilling out because you want to put an end to their suffering. The
film brought home not bravery, but frailty. We are just small bod-
ies and minds, barely held together.

Frailty, not strength, is difficult to discuss. Indeed, we have seen
a lot of petty political point-scoring that depends on some macho
idea that certainty is strength. It is possible that the opposite is
true. War depends on insecurity dressed up as conviction. Should
Tony Blair, the warmonger, be at the Cenotaph? What was
Jeremy Corbyn doing in an anorak? Who does most for veterans?
Don’t you care about Yemen? One does not end conflict by shout-
ing about how war is wrong. It is ended by diplomacy, compro-
mise and talking to the enemy. That’s what got me. The ordinary
men getting on with German soldiers, praising their bravery. To
see piles of your mates’ body parts and then to see the enemy as
someone just like you. The opposite of “othering”. This was re-
markable. Humbling. I saw that there is something greater than
the need to be right and strong and that is the place from which

Fife Craft Association

Fife Craft Association are holding there final event of the
year in the Scottish Fisheries Museum, Anstruther from
Monday 2nd to Sunday 8th December 2109.  The event
will  be open each day from 10:00am to 4:00 pm. Associ-
ation members offer a wide range of handmade crafts in-
cluding wooden, glass and knitted items, jewellery,
marquetry, soaps, scents and candles. We also have a mem-
ber who produces water colour paintings of the area and
can undertake commissions if requested.

peace is made. To have your heart twisted in barbed wire
and still remain open. That is the victory I now can see is
worth commemorating.

Suzanne Moore 
© The Guardian  12 Nov 2018

Remembrance 
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WILD CRAIL 
Will Cresswell, 

with Photographs by John Anderson

About 25 millimetres of rain fell on the 18th and overnight to the 19th. It was particularly intense early in the morning and Crail
was awash by first light. There was a river (well a large stream) running down the St Andrews Road and then down the High
Street, the bottom end of Denburn Wood and the top of the sheep field was turned into a pond, and there was a burn again running
through the sheep field all the way down to Roome Bay. I have to say the sheep field looked quite good with a stream running

through it again. The Brandyburn was a fantastic torrent as well. Roome
Bay was full of silt washed down from the fields. This didn’t put off the
goosanders. There was a flock of six feeding in the shallow water close
in. They were fishing cooperatively, forming a line to drive the fish, each
bird holding their head underwater as they went forward, looking for any
fish that broke cover as the line passed. Then a bird would dive com-
pletely under the water and more often than not come up with one. But
then the cooperation broke down. Any larger fish that couldn’t be swal-
lowed immediately, or that was wasn’t positioned in the bill for a quick
swallow, was fair game. And one of the other goosanders would attempt
to steal it in a paddle wheeling chase. This seemed to be a much less suc-
cessful strategy than trying to fish. A lot of splashing and wasted time,
and probably indigestion as the bird being chased bolted down the fish

as fast as it could. With goosanders, like cormorants and herons, you can see the bulge and even the shape of the fish as it goes
down their throat: it looks uncomfortable.
The rain stopped by mid-morning, but the strong north-easterly wind continued. It seemed like there should have been better
seabirds, and earlier it looked excellent with hundreds of auks and gannets passing Crail close in to get shelter as they headed
east. But there were few kittiwakes, which seem to have to be present in good numbers for a good seabird day. In about 90
minutes of sea watching from Crail I only had two great skuas and a sooty shearwater of note. Later at Fife Ness it was similar.
Plenty going by, but nothing out of the ordinary. I did at last get sight of the kingfisher that I have been hearing down there for
the last few weeks. I was whistling my dog - after today I now realise I use a kingfisher whistle - and the kingfisher answered
back, even flying up to perch on a rock at the edge of stinky pool to have a look at the intruder in its territory. Kingfisher shyness
got the better of it immediately though and it flew back to disappear again into the rocks by the sea. 
Sea watching at Fife Ness on the 20th was similar to the day
before. A lot going past into the brisk northerly but nothing
very unusual. In an hour I had about 10 little gulls and 1 or 2
adult Mediterranean gulls amongst the usual gulls, gannets and
auks. There were more wildfowl passing: a couple of brent
geese, and some goldeneye and teal flocks that were notable.
And in the background the peeping of the Fife Ness invisible
kingfisher. It was right in front of the hide for a bit, but without
it calling you would not have known.
At the top of Kilminning there were a few redwings, and still
the flock of long-tailed tits. At the bottom of Kilminning there
was a chiff-chaff. It was calling like an “eastern” chiff-chaff–
a very different “see-u”. There was at least one of these birds
around when the Pallas’s warbler was about, but I was distracted and didn’t pay it much attention. This bird today had a hint of
a wing bar and was a bit greenish grey but was otherwise fairly indistinct from any local chiff-chaff. The call though is very dis-
tinct. A swallow flying along the coast was the only other summer migrant about: swallows were reasonably common last week

but they have become very scarce now.
Every time I go anywhere in Crail I hear grey wagtails flying over. We
must have several birds wintering in town this year. They occasionally
breed but mostly they are a winter visitor, commuting up and down the
Denburn and the Brandyburn, or hanging around the wet rocks and cliffs
of Roome Bay. Despite their name, most people notice that they are bright
yellow underneath (the males particularly so). They do wag their long
tails so they then get identified as “yellow” wagtails. It’s one of the com-
monest misidentifications I get asked about. Yellow wagtails are a dif-
ferent species, yellow above as well as below, and they are a rare passage
or now uncommon summer breeder just outside of Crail. Correctly iden-
tifying them is fairly easy if you follow the rule of summer and fields =
yellow wagtail, and winter and rocks, rooves or pavements = grey wag-
tail. The best place to reliably see a grey wagtail at the moment is along

grey wagtail

long tailed tit

goosander



Crail Parish Church of Scotland
(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601) 

Linked with St Ayle 

Stepping Stone Coffee Morning: every Tuesday 10.00 -
11.30 at St Ayles@Anstruther
Chat Bite: Every Wednesday in the Kirk Hall 10am-12pm
Macmillan Cancer Support Coffee Morning:
On Wednesday 30th October in Pittenweem Church Hall,
James Street the Macmillan 
Cancer Support Group will be holding a Coffee Morning.  We
have enjoyed magnificent
support from you over the years and really appreciate it. From
10.00 am until 11.30 am please come along and enjoy the
usual tea/coffee/home baking etc. Entry £2.50   
Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal: leaflets are now available
both in church and at Chat bite. Please return the filled boxes
by Sunday the 3rd of November.
Museum Talk on 6th November in Crail Kirk Hall at 7pm is
"Threads of Life”, a history of the world through the eye of
a needle, by Clare Hunter. Tickets are £8 and can be pur-
chased from Crail Museum 450869 (if closed, call 450223),
from Waterstones, or pay at the door.
Sunday 10th November is Remembrance Sunday with the
service starting at 10:45am at the gates, then in Church at
11:15am followed by a Soup & Sandwich Lunch in the Kirk
Hall. Donations 
There is to be a prayer session/time for reflection in the af-
ternoon of Sunday, 17th November, from 2pm-4pm in St Ayle
Church in Anstruther. The (quiet) time will be devoted to
praying for persecuted Christians throughout the world and
to reflection on how fortunate we are to be able to attend
church and to worship publicly without fearing the conse-
quences. I think the session will be one at which you can
come for some of the time and then go. 
There are now only four of us on the Flower group in the
church could anyone help us? Can you arrange flowers and
visit members of the Parish when they need a gift of flow-
ers?
Pastoral visits:As we now have no locum please let the eld-
ers or myself (Helen) know if anyone requires a visit espe-
cially where people have been admitted to hospital.
Next Sunday the service will be conducted by the Revd. I
Hamilton
Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035, or

email (intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Session Clerk: Helen Armitage 450516
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Denburn Park (The Sheep field)  Survey Update

The following is a summary of some of the feedback received
on the outline proposal to introduce change to Denburn Park
(otherwise known as The Sheep Field, or Dorward's Field or
even Lammas Green (a long, long time ago)).  I also take this
opportunity to correct some misunderstandings about the own-
ership of Denburn Park.  It is owned by Crail Preservation So-
ciety, having been donated to the Society by Professor David
Dow in two parts in 1960 and 1961.

Survey forms were distributed to neighbours of the field and
people were also invited to comment at the recent Crail - Local
Place Plan - Drop In on the 12th October. Thank you to all that
returned the feedback forms and attended the Drop In. 

The feedback was varied, though with some very consistent
themes: 
- Why is it being called Denburn Park? (CPS uses this name
as it is what is used in all legal documents relating to conser-
vation and ownership transfer).
- We do not need to replicate Denburn Wood, don't spoil the
views for local residents, no tall trees. 
- How will growth be controlled if there are no sheep?

Themes with broader views: 
‘Keep the sheep’....... to ‘no sheep please'. 
‘Orchards are good, expand and allow locals to har-
vest’..........to ‘current orchard is ill-conceived’
‘The field has been a mono-culture for too long, probably an
unhealthy environment. Can we vary the grazing animals?’
‘No public access’............to 'yes public access.'
‘There are plenty paths to Roome Bay’............to ‘the Roome
Bay pavement adjacent to the field is an eye-sore and unus-
able‘
‘Increased bio-diversity with wild flowers is a good
thing’........... ‘but what would it look like in the winter?’
‘Flood water is a problem through the field’..............to ‘chang-
ing the field may reduce flood risks for downstream proper-
ties’.

What will happen next? We will be seeking advice from land-
management specialists, representatives of the Scottish
Wildlife Trust and the RSPB. As before, nothing is fixed as
yet. We are still consulting and we will keep you advised as
we learn more.

Dennis Gowans, Chairman, Crail Preservation Society

the burn in Denburn. There are a couple of quite tame birds there al-
though they will fly away when approached closely, a flash of bounding
yellow, with a metallic “zit – zit” call as they go. Yellow wagtails are
now all in sub-Saharan Africa and I will see them again when I am in
Nigeria next month. They have been breeding near Crail for the last
four years and this year I am fairly sure we had 5 nests involving 2-3
pairs, which fledged at least two, probably three broods of chicks. This
is great news – the only nesting pair in Fife, I think, and the species has
only ever been a very scarce breeder anywhere in Scotland. It has been
declining as with most other summer migrants. I am hopeful we will
have even more nesting pairs next spring – but April seems a long way
away just now.

—————————————————————————————————————————————————

yellow wagtail
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Do you know when this photograph was taken and who the characters are? Including the dog!

Letters to the Editor
All letters to Crail Matters must supply names and addresses. If requested we
will withhold names. Letters are published as received, and reflect or represent

the views of the author, not the Editors.
Sir,
The deluge on Saturday morning and its effects
on what can run out over the field at Denburn
were brought home in a timely way on Satur-
day morning.   What very visibly ran down the
field was the excess water that the existing pipe
can't handle. The proposal to open up the burn
and maybe even construct a new pond, as I
have point out at a Community Council meet-
ing, may produce further problems. If the new
intake to the remainder of the pipe into Roome
Bay is not kept clear then 100% of the water
could run down the path and through the adja-
cent gardens.
In the past the water has damaged the walls, and I hate to think what the

result would be if all the water were
to run that way. Whilst these propos-
als may look good on the yet to be
seen plan, there are definite potential
consequences to this. A number of
questions need to be answered the
main one being ‘Who will be respon-
sible for keeping the new intake
maintained and cleared of vegetation

and rubbish?’
Arran Aird

Response: The dog is probably Spot Watson, Jimmy and Mary had a succession of JRs, all called Spot.
Funny how I can identify a dog but not the owner! No doubt someone can 'spot' the owner. JM

It’s a well known fact that our local butcher JB
Penman is the place to visit for sauces and pre-
serves. However we were quite taken by this
little number, whether it counts as one of your
five a day or even 14 a week is hard to say. 

Billed by Keith as a beautiful, rich sauce, ideal
for dipping and glazing meat, Buckfast BBQ
sauce is sure to tempt many of us. On sale now,
cheers!

Scotland's Climate Week
Fife Council is installing batteries in 52 council houses with Solar PV panels as part of a pilot project. The batteries
will help reduce the amount electricity going back to the grid and allow tenants to use the stored electricity later in

the day reducing costs. The Varta batteries will be monitored over the next year to learn about the benefits to householders.
#ScotClimateWeek
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Fife Council Electric Vehicle Network & Charging Points

* Charge Point Update *
Works at Halbeath P&R are complete, so there are six
7kW chargers, one 22kW and two 50kW rapid charg-
ers available.There is a publically accessible 50kW
charger available in the visitors car park at the new
Halbeath depot across the A92.
Further new chargepoints include:
22kW College Street car park, Buckhaven
22kW Links Place car park, Burntisland
7kW Leuchars railway station car park 
Fife Council maintains a network of electric vehicle
charging points across Fife as part of the e Fife charg-
ing network.
A map of charging locations and instructions can be
found on the ChargePlace Scotland website.
An Access card is needed to activate the charging
points, available from ChargePlace Scotland for a £20
annual fee - join ChargePlace Scotland.
It is free to charge your vehicle. No ticket is required
when connected to charger in Fife Council's own fee
paying car parks. To report a fault or release a stuck
cable - click here or phone ChargePlace Scotland on
0141 648 0750.
For further information contact us by email: travel.plan@fife.gov.uk
Remember, it's good to share, so don't stay at a charger for longer than you need to charge, especially a rapid charger. And don't
park an Internal Combustion Engine (ICE) car in an EV parking bay!
To find out more about all things relating to Electric Vehicles and charging points, the EV Association Scotland has lots of in-
formation. Click here to find out more - https://www.eva.scot/ev-news

U3A (The University of the Third Age) is a UK-wide move-
ment which brings together people in their ‘third age’ to de-
velop their interests and continue their learning in a friendly
and informal environment. If you’re wondering what is
meant by the third age - it is a time after you have finished
working full-time or raising your family and have time to
pursue your interests or just try something new.
U3A has a ‘university’ of members who draw upon their
knowledge and experience to teach and learn from each other
but there are no qualifications to pass – it is just for pleasure.
Learning is its own reward. It's all voluntary; a typical U3A
will be home to many activity groups covering hundreds of
different subjects - from art to zoology and everything in be-
tween.
Formed over 30 years ago, there are now over 1,000 U3As
across the UK, with thousands of interest groups between
them and more than 400,000 members nationally - plus we’re
growing every day. The U3A national body – the Third Age
Trust - looks after all the U3As in the UK, providing educa-
tional and administrative support.

The Principles of the U3A Movement
The U3A movement is non-religious and non-political and
has three main principles:
The Third Age Principle
Membership of a U3A is open to all in their third age, which

is defined not by a particular age but by a period in life in
which full time employment has ceased.
Members promote the values of lifelong learning and the pos-
itive attributes of belonging to a U3A.
Members should do all they can to ensure that people wanting
to join a U3A can do so.
The Self-help Learning Principle
Members form interest groups covering as wide a range of
topics and activities as they desire; by the members, for the
members.
No qualifications are sought or offered. Learning is for its
own sake, with enjoyment being the prime motive, not qual-
ifications or awards.
There is no distinction between the learners and the teachers;
they are all U3A members.
The Mutual Aid Principle
Each U3A is a mutual aid organisation, operationally inde-
pendent but a member of The Third Age Trust, which requires
adherence to the guiding principles of the U3A movement.
No payments are made to members for services rendered to
any U3A.
Each U3A is self-funded with membership subscriptions and
costs kept as low as possible.
Outside financial assistance should only be sought if it does
not imperil the integrity of the U3A movement.

Editorial Comment
Crail Matters strongly supports the development of community based initiatives to improve and enhance the life of our community.
Crail has an extraordinary abundance of talent from which we all can draw and benefit, and the U3A concept seems well suited
to our community. The Editors of Crail Matters would like to help in the establishment of a U3A group in Crail and invite anyone
interested to write to crailmatters@gmail.com with expressions of interest and comments from potential teachers and students.
If sufficient interests emerges we will call a public meeting.

U3A - The University of the Third Age



7

!"#$%&%'%!($#)$*%
+)$%,-".% '/-.$012% 3"4$% 5678/"(% 5-#$*"89% :$*;"/$% -8.%
+)$%<-=#%>$7?%!$4*"$8."89%:$*;"/$%-*$%$@/"#$.%#6%(-78/)%
A!"#$%&%'%!($#)$*BC%+)"=%D"((%6//7*%68%#)$% (-=#%3*".-1%64%
#)$% 068#)% -8.% D"((% /600$8/$% 68% 3*".-1% EF#)%
:$G#$0H$*% EIJK% 4*60% EG0% L% MG0% N$@/(7."89% =/)66(%
)6(".-1=OC%
%
A!"#$% &% '% !($#)$*B% "=% 6G$8% #6% -((% 0$0H$*=% 64% #)$%
/60078"#1% -9$.% PQ% 1$-*=% 6*% 6;$*C% 560$% -(689% -8.%
$8R61%-%H"#%64%/60G-81%-8.%-%H"#$%#6%$-#%D"#)%6#)$*=C%%
%
S-?$%8$D%4*"$8.=2%/-#/)%7G%68% (6/-(%8$D=%-8.%$8R61%-%
*-89$% 64% -/#";"#"$=% "C$% 9-0$=% -4#$*86682% ="89=6892%
07="/-(%$8#$*#-"80$8#%D"#)%-%4"=)%#$-%-#%-%/6=#%64%TMCQIC%
%
36*%47*#)$*%"846*0-#"68%-H67#%67*%$@/"#"89%8$D%;$8#7*$%
G($-=$%/68#-/#U%%
%
V7H1%W*(6##"%%
+)$%<-=#%>$7?%3*-"(%<(.$*(1%X*6R$/#%%
+$(U%% %IJYYY%YJJZYF%%
<0-"(U% %$8G*6R$/#[H#"8#$*8$#C/60%
%
Thank you to everyone involved for  
Helping to launch this exciting new 
venture. 

What's On - Scottish Fisheries Museum
- Autumn 2019

Details of all our events and workshops that are
coming up in the Autumn.can be found here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/the-scottish-fish-
eries-museum-14477550384
We hope to see you there.

Crail 
Community

Choir 

Schedule 
to Christmas

The Choir starts
at 7.30pm

October 28 Church Hall
November 4 Town Hall
November 11 Town Hall
November 18 Town Hall

November 25 Community Hall
November 27 Concert
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Crail Mobile Post Office Service
Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours  and it is they who provide
the Hospital Car Service.  It’s only when you  can’t drive be-
cause you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think of
standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the health
centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital
that you wish for a bit of help.   Maybe you’re new to Crail
and don’t know many people yet.  That bit of help is there
and has been for 54 years in Crail.  It’s the Hospital Car Ser-
vice If you could do with that bit of help, ring. 01333 450096.

Singing for the Memory 
and Music and Movement 

for people with Dementia and their
Carers at Kilrenny Parish Church

Hall
1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays

Singing for Memory
30 October
27 November 

Music and Movement
13 November
11 December

CRAIL  BADMINTON  CLUB
MEETS   ON  TUESDAYS  7 – 10 PM 

IN CRAIL
COMMUNITY HALL

The new season starts on Tuesday 24th September
New members welcome

Any queries:- Tel. Anne on  07769156003

R.B.S. Mobile
Branch
Timetable

Tuesdays  St. An-
drews Road Car
Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm;
Thursdays North
Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Mobile Library
The mobile library
calls at Marketgate
from 10:00 to 11:00
every 2nd Thursday.
Next Date:
7th November

Skeith Surgery
Routine GP appointments - appointments released
Monday at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
morning for the following week. Appointments released
Wednesday at 2 pm for Wednesday afternoon, Thursday
and Friday the following week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month in

advance.

Crail in Bloom

Many thanks to all who supported Crail in Bloom
at the fund raising Coffee Morning on Saturday
12th October. It was a tremendous turn out which
is greatly appreciated by the group. Thanks too for
all the generous donations, both financial and as do-
nations to the raffle and cake stall. Our many vol-
unteers do a great job over the year tending their
tubs and also helping at the Coffee Morning. The
sum raised was £521. On Saturday 19th October,
we had 'planting day'. Despite the atrocious weather
overnight, many volunteers turned out to help plant
all the tubs and troughs with Spring bulbs and Pan-
sies. The Crail in Bloom group hope that all will
enjoy that splash of colour from the flowers when
the weather is so grey over winter. The East Neuk
Hotel has recently been sold and the new owners
had an open day to sell all the soft drink and un-
wanted items from the bar and building. They gen-
erously donated the proceeds to Crail in Bloom.
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Contact your Fife Councillor?
Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk  07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or

07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Useful Emergency Numbers
Samaritans 116 123
Breathing Space 0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line 01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work 03451 551503
NHS24 111
Police 101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights) 0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number 0800 028 6231

Community Transport
Transport service for people with visual im-

pairments in the East Fife area.

Royal Voluntary Service volunteers provide Community
Transport for trips where mobility issues can make it diffi-
cult, if not impossible, for you to use public transport or if
you live in rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually
include getting to or from hospital or to a GP appointment
but can also include trips to the shops or into town or to so-
cial activities.
Telephone: 0330 555 0310
Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/ourservices/ser
vice-enquiry?serviceid=884

Crail Matters
We continue to need funds. If you have already donated,
then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a
donation? You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-26-
28, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to 
‘Crab Publishing’ given to any member of the Editorial
Board or posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail,
KY10 3XN. 

Advert/Copy  Submission to Crail Matters

The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original
format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to edit material. 

Greens of Crail - reusing plastic
The scallop tubs which are quite well made and are ideal for salmon are available if anyone would prefer a reusable tub instead
of a plastic bag - please ask. Also if anyone wishes to bring in their own plastic tubs for haddock there is no issue as it can
simply be tared on the scales.    

thanks Clem at Greens`

Fife Council Transport plans 
online discussion

Fife Council have started a discussion process about the
future of subsidised public transport. They are looking for
ideas before end November about how public transport
could be improved in Fife - what's good now and what
could be better.
Have your say :https://our.fife.scot/transportingpeople/

Seagull Proof Sacks
Seagull proof sacks are available through Environment and
Building Services  of Fife Council. There is no cost associ-
ated with them and can be ordered by calling the environ-
ment helpline on 03451 550022. At the end of the month
when Fifedirect is replaced by the new Fife.gov website then
there will hopefully be the facility to order these online.

Listening Ear: 
Do you need to talk to anyone?

I offer a voluntary community service to anyone who needs
a confidential chat. 
Although I am not a therapist, over the past thirty years, I
have been privileged to be able to help others talk through a
range of personal issues in confidence and without being
judgemental. 
So, if you would like to have a confidential chat, call me to
arrange a suitable time and place.

Gordon Kirkland – 01333 451133 
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The Crail  
Seagull

Good to see some progress on pointing the slip down to the harbour beach: Fife Council workmen
were there again last week, it's looking much better, shame about the pothole there though. I sup-
pose that will need another set of skills. 

It's just as well I have webbed feet - it's nearly impossible to have a stroll down Bankhead Brae
with all the water running down there, it's more of a splash. I wish Scottish Water and Fife Council
would make up their minds who is going to pay to fix the problem. It's almost pantomime season
- oh, no it's not/oh, yes it is!

Have you noticed how many cars are parking in and around the Co-op without regard for other
road users; indeed have you noticed how cars seem to be parked pretty well anywhere in Crail regardless of yellow lines? Another
hot spot seems to be outside the Town Hall, and right on the roundabout at the shop. I watched last week as a lady with a pram
had to go out into the road to get round a car parked on the pavement. Isn’t this illegal?  I know us gulls can be a bit unthinking,
but surely forcing a woman with a pram into the road isn’t normal - is it?

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We
reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2019:
Editorial Team this week:  Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,  Max Taylor,  John Wilson

Crail Community Partnership and Crail Charrette
Crail Community Partnership invite all members of the Crail Community to join. An application form can be found here:

https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Community Council Notes
Our new website is https://crailcc.com/

Crail Remembrance Service Sunday 10 November 10.45am.
Next Community Council Meeting  7.15pm 28 October  in the Town Hall

preceded by the AGM at 7.00pm

Agenda
Welcome
Apologies: 

Approval of Minutes: 30 September 2019

Action Summary:
Water Seepage Bankhead Brae – Cllr. JD
West Braes Potholes  – Cllr. JD
Butcher’s Close: overhanging trees – Cllr, JD
Glass Recycling Trail – Cllr. BP
Resurfacing remainder of Kirkmay Road – Cllr. LH
Monoblock on High Street North - AP

Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Secretary’s Report

Proposed Yellow Lines: Shoregate
Commemorative Bench: Marketgate
Out of Hours Update
Dial Stone
Fife Councilors Reports
AOCB

Community Council Work Programme
The Community Council are pleased to note that funding to
undertake initial phase of the proposed Work Programme
have been agreed by Fife Council for funding from the Crail
Common Good Fund. This will involve resurfacing the paths
and parking areas in Marketgate with new gravel. It is also
intended to re-gravel all the footpaths in Victoria Gardens
and Crail churchyard. Phase 2 is in process of being costed.
We anticipate this work will begin in the forthcoming weeks.
We ask for co-operation in moving parked vehicles in Mar-
ketgate as necessary.

Health and Care Experience Survey
The biannual survey 2019-20 health and care experience sur-
vey is now live. The survey has been run every two years
since 2009. It collects information about experiences of ac-
cessing and using GP practices and out of hour services; as-
pects of care and support provided by local authorities and
other organisations; caring responsibilities and related sup-
port. for further information go to:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/health-and-care-experi-
ence-survey/


