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Crail: The Jewel of the East Neuk.
Crail Folk Club

Thursday 10th October 8pm Crail Town Hall BYOB £8. Tickets and
full details from www.crailfolkclub.org.uk. Our guests are Dave Peabody
and Regina Mudrich. Voted “Acoustic Blues Artist of the Year” 3 times by
the British Blues Connection and Blues In Britain Magazine… guitarist,
vocalist, raconteur, photographer Dave Peabody began performing in the
mid ‘60’s during the heyday of the great British blues boom. 2014 marked
Dave’s 50th year as a gigging musician making him one of the most experienced and seasoned British blues men performing today. His latest album
Some Of These Days (released March 2019) is collaboration with Regina
Mudrich, a classically trained violinist, originally from East Germany.
Regina studied for 9 years at the Special School of Music – University of
Music “Franz Liszt” in Weimar, GDR. She currently lives in Bremen. Between 2003 and 2008 Regina performed, and recorded 2 CDs, with the Rialto String Quartet (one which was recorded at the
Berlin Philharmonic). Regina has performed recently with both Australian singer/songwriter Brett Hunt, and award winning
British folk artist Lucy Ward. Most recently, Regina has played her violin, both on tour and on a new album, for the Norwegian
ensemble Depui.
On stage the pair play an entertaining repertoire that encompasses old and new blues, jazz standards, and some original songs
written by Dave, with Regina’s vibrant violin complementing Dave’s fingerpicking guitar work. After fifteen years playing
electric guitar with the King Earl Boogie Band (alongside Mungo Jerry pianist Colin Earl and Status Quo drummer John Coghlan),
Dave is back playing the blues naturally and acoustically. In Regina, Dave has found yet another intriguing musical partner. The
blues roll on!!

New Community Councillor

At the September meeting of the Community Council, Gordon Lockhart was unanimously elected to fill the vacant place
on the Community Council.

Street Bin Collection, Crail

The Community Council have been notified that street bins
are no longer serviced at weekends in Crail. Staffing levels
in Fife Council force prioritisation of work and they say they
are only able to service St Andrews main street bins and 11
bins in Anstruther over the weekend. No grounds have been
given for not emptying Crail bins as opposed to the
Anstruther bins.

proposed as in the diagram below (dotted lines). Comment
please to crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com by 21 Nov.
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Parking Restrictions Shoregate

As a result of the public concern about inappropriate and dangerous parking on Shoregate, double yellow lines have been

Pop in for a chat about the future of Crail.
Your thoughts count

Crail – Local Place Plan
Drop-In Centre - Crail Community Hall
12th October 2019, 10am to Noon
The Crail Community Partnership invites you to attend another Drop-In opportunity on the 12th October.
This is a chance to view updates, ask questions and offer feedback about the different elements of the Crail – Local Place
Plan, with a particular emphasis in this session on the proposed changes for Denburn Park (the sheep field).
Please join us there.
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell,

with Photographs by John Anderson

The north-easterlies on Saturday the 28th made for a bright and fresh day. It was clear overnight
and so it wasn’t too surprising to find the red-breasted flycatcher had moved on from Craighead.
Young male Peregrine
In fact there were few migrants about except at Kilminning. I did my usual Saturday morning
circuit through Wormiston, past the yellow house and then along the coast path to Balcomie
Beach and didn’t see a single summer migrant except for an arctic tern. I did see the juvenile
male peregrine that has been hunting around Balcomie for the previous week, flushing skylark
up from the fields around the yellow house, and one of the many snipe around Crail just now
that are enjoying the damp ground. The three bar-tailed godwits were still on Balcomie Beach
but apart from a handful of ringed plovers, all the other small waders seemed to have moved on
too. I headed up to the top of Kilminning to find to find some shelter from the wind. There was
much more happening around the sunny side of the sycamores there. One or two yellow-browed
warblers, and four or more chiffchaffs, with several swallows overhead.
That afternoon I checked out lower Kilminning. I missed some whinchat reported
from the usual place they frequent near the golf course, so I sat down by the “barred
warbler elder bushes” for my usual stake out to see if I could see, well, a barred
warbler. This hasn’t been too successful recently, and the last time I got lucky was
September 2017. It has been more of a sure thing since the weekend before last and
its favourable winds, and I have been much more hopeful. Even so I have watched
the bush on five days since for well over an hour in total without luck. This time,
however, thirty seconds into my watch out popped a barred warbler, right in the
middle of the middle elder bush. Almost exactly the same place as the last one two
years ago. I had the usual twenty seconds of reasonable view before it disappeared
into the centre of the bush, only reappearing very briefly to chase a robin out, that
had also been feeding on the elder berries. Birding luck evens out – and all the time
Barbed Warbler
I have put in unsuccessfully, finally paid off. I suspect it arrived there a few days
before: barred warblers are notorious skulkers and even when you know they are there, it takes several visits, or several hours,
before you get a good view. Even so, there were lots of birders around the week before, particularly on the Tuesday after the
little bunting was seen just 40 metres away, so perhaps it is more likely that it came in with the easterlies and rain the following
night. Barred warblers are long stayers so this bird may be here for the next month - as I write now on the 3rd October it is still
there. There are lots of elderberries – this may explain why it hasn’t been seen much, because there are still lots of berries in
dense cover. As these get eaten, then it will have to come out to the more exposed branches. This was the case two years ago. If
you go looking for it, bring a chair, a gin and tonic and patience; in a week it might be easier to see, but then it might have moved
on… The bushes to look at are the elder bushes with roses in the front, about 40 metres south of the ruined small building, in the
next “bay” of vegetation.
The wind was still from the north-east and quite strong on the 29th. Looking at a wind map, it looked like the conditions should
have blown seabirds past Fife Ness. But there wasn’t much evidence of this at lunchtime on that day. The gannets and auks were
passing close, but they were all birds coming out of the Forth, sheltering from the wind by keeping close to land until they turned
the corner at the Ness. Anything heading south must have been very far out. There were only a few velvet scoters, sandwich
terns and red-throated divers passing in that direction. Migrant wise there was a northern wheatear at stinky pool. It was really
too windy at Kilminning to get grips with any other migrants although there were still yellow-browed warblers and chiffchaffs
about. The barred warbler was seen again by a few people: I tried a couple of times briefly at the elder bushes without luck. I
think it is averaging about a half an hour wait before you get a view of it. The many stonechats along the coast path between Fife
Ness and Kilminning were much easier – a classic extrovert species in contrast.
There were still plenty of barnacle geese passing Crail last week. When they call as they fly over they sound like yapping terriers.
It was a grey sea watch on the evening of the 30th, practically dark even at 6 when I started. But the barnacle geese and a little
gull passing in to the Forth brightened things up.
Barnacle Geese

Stonechat
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Letters to the Editor

All letters to Crail Matters must supply names and addresses. If requested we will withhold names. Letters are published
as received, and reflect or represent the views of the author, not the Editors.

GP Services
Sir,
I read Dr Holden’s letter in last week’s Crail Matters with
interest. I fully understand that it is not a pleasant experience to see your work make negative headlines, as occurred
when my comments were taken up by the Courier and then
the Daily Mail. The papers had obviously been contacted
by a mother who made over 100 calls trying to get an appointment for her asthmatic son at the Skeith practice.

However the reason my words were printed in these papers
is because I described a real problem a number of my constituents and community councils in my ward have told me
they experience at Skeith. I have been repeatedly asked if
there is anything I can do about getting an appointment. Indeed a letter from Dr Scott to Crail Community Council expressly asked people to contact elected representatives
including councillors about the situation at Skeith.

I imagine Dr Scott’s hope was that public pressure might
prompt health administrators and policy-makers to address
these problems. That was also the motive behind my intervention, and I will shortly be meeting senior representatives from the Fife Health & Social Care Partnership with
an affected constituent to see what they are doing, and what
more they can do.
In the meantime, I noticed that on 5 September the Health
Secretary Jeane Freeman answered a question from Alexander Stewart MSP about the GP shortage in Fife:

In Fife, the health board that has specific local responsibility is taking a twofold approach: it is further developing its
operational response to issues in practices as they emerge
and, alongside that, it is taking a strategic look with a
strategic group to ensure a co-ordinated approach across
Fife to those practices that may need additional support.
That involves working with GP representatives and the
British Medical Association to explore both the implementation and impact of the new contract, and taking steps locally to increase the attractiveness of general practice,
including capitalising on the Scottish graduate entry
medicine programme course.

Please be assured that I have the greatest respect for the
very tough job you and your colleagues at Skeith and
throughout Fife face in general practice. In no way did I
mean to denigrate your very hard work, or the vital role
GPs play.
The responsibility for the GP shortage, and for mitigating
its impacts, lies firmly with health managers and policymakers, and it is only by pointing out repeatedly and publicly that the difficulty in getting an appointment is
unacceptable that those responsible will take the urgent action that is needed.

I share your concern that planning permission continues to
be granted, not just in the East Neuk, but across Fife for
large housing developments without additional healthcare
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facilities, so that already pressed primary care provision is
likely to become even more pressurised. While the planning system requires large-scale developments to provide
additional school places, there is no corresponding stipulation for healthcare provision. Should local councillors
refuse an application solely because of lacking GP provision, such a refusal is liable to be overturned at appeal with
expenses awarded against the council.
I’m sure the readers of Crail Matters will appreciate your
advice about when to phone the surgery for what, and I
trust this information is also publicly displayed in the
surgery.
Cllr Linda Holt
Denburn Park
Sir,
Reference the recent statements regarding the sheep field /
Denburn Park and the contained orchard in issue 126 of Crail
Matters.
Denburn Park / Sheep Field: It is encouraging that the CPS
have issued a basic preliminary outline plan, organised a
drop-in session and have invited residents for feedback.
Orchard: It was my intention to highlight the fact that the orchard was planted with no consultation with residents in the
immediate vicinity and that no consideration was given to
access for maintenance. It was not my intention to belittle the
work of the Denburn Diggers or Crail in Bloom whom I believe do a wonderful job in maintaining and adding to the
beautification of Crail.
Unfortunately, the lack of careful planning of the orchard resulted in very poor / bordering on no safe access for the volunteers therefore the result is that people have to climb the
fence and wall of the bordering private property in order to
gain access – which I have witnessed – this method of access
is very precarious and dangerous - thankfully nobody has
been hurt to date.
One contributor in last week’s Crail Matters mentioned that
there is only so much that the volunteers can do regarding
access and workload. That is a very valid statement and we
should all bear in mind that the orchard is only a very small
part of the field and if this is believed to be unmanageable
then how is an area much larger going to be maintained? The
total area is much larger than Denburn Wood therefore to expect the handful of volunteers to take a larger burden of
workscope onboard is a very big ask and should be a major
consideration in any future plans for the field.
Pavement on Roomebay Avenue – One contributor mentioned my “moan” regarding the condition of the overgrown
area and mentioned that I should tidy it up myself. In answer
to that – firstly the person who appears to be the lead regarding the CPS/CPP proposal to transform the field into a “biodiverse woodland” has historically made the following
statement regarding the pavement in its present condition:
“Now the old footpath is now burgeoning with wild flowers
and insects. It’s nice when something no longer costing us
money to maintain and a thing of beauty instead of something
sterile and useless”, - If this is the general sentiment of the
CPS/CPP then it is not for any individual to go ahead off their
own back and cut the weeds down. Secondly - I do keep areas

Round-up: We all have our opinions regarding what should
and should not happen to the field. It is inevitable there will
be many different views and we should not all fall out over
this.
Now that this is open for debate and input from the wider
community hopefully an agreeable outcome can be reached.
If it is decided to move forward with a change of use for the
field than hopefully this can now be done with careful and
considered long term planning.
Alex Bowman
Sirs,
Reading this week's crop of letters I was disappointed, offended even, by the number of contributors who chose to
hide behind a cloak of anonymity. I'm old school: if you
haven't the courage to declare yourselves then you should
keep your opinions to yourselves.
John Clayton

including pavements and vacant ground tidy around my property. Fife Council left the pavement in question in the current
poor condition due to their “quick fix” for the damaged and
up-rooted tarmac causing unevenness of the pavement. It is
up to Fife Council to maintain the pavement and as such they
should be approached regarding this. There are 1700 inhabitants in Crail – I am sure very few of them strim 100 meters
of overgrown council owned pavement!
It might be beneficial to consider for the CPS/CPP to consider giving Crail residents/home owners a democratic vote
to ascertain the way forward regarding the stasis versus diversity as mentioned by Will Cresswell for the future of the
field, with the three choices being: 1. Leave it as it is 2. Form
a park to be usable and accessible to all where it is well-maintained, neat and tidy - as the name “Denburn Park” suggests
3. Bio-diversity – Plant to trees and wild flowers with access
paths similar to Denburn Wood.

Editorial comment

Given the comment and letters received over the past few weeks on the future of Denburn Park, the Editors felt it was important to draw attention to the recent ‘State of Nature’ report and the parallel ‘State of Nature Scotland 2016’ report. A key element in local responses to the major problems we face is the identification of local sites where small scale initiatives,
which in themselves may be limited in scope, may when aggregated with other initiatives generate a significant contribution. The Editors take no view at the moment on the proposals for Denburn Park, but do feel Crail as a community should
positively respond to the concerns identified in these reports

The State of our Wildlife

Populations of the UK’s most important wildlife have plummeted by an average of 60% since 1970, according to the most
comprehensive analysis to date. According to the recently published ‘The State of Nature’ report, the area inhabited by officially
designated “priority species” has shrunk by 27%. These species are those deemed most important and threatened, and include
hedgehogs, hares and bats, many birds such as the willow tit and the turtle dove, and insects such as the high brown fritillary
butterfly. The report finds the losses to all animals, plants and marine life show no sign of letting up, despite some successes
in protecting individual species. It found that 41% of species have decreased in abundance, while just 26% have increased. A
quarter of UK mammals and nearly half of the birds assessed are at risk of extinction, according to the report, which was produced by a coalition of more than 70 wildlife organisations and government conservation agencies. When plants, insects and
fungi are added, one in seven of the 8,400 UK species assessed are at risk of being completely lost, with 133 already gone
since 1500.
Scotland holds many of the wildest landscapes in the British Isles. From the surrounding seascapes and offshore islands, past
sweeps of rocky cliffs, through glens, on to moorland and up to our islands’ highest mountains, we encounter diverse habitats
and some of the UK’s most celebrated species. Land-use change has been particularly dramatic over the last 50 years in Scotland, through both the intensification and the abandonment of management, and this continues to have a huge impact on native
species and habitats. Historic and ongoing land management practices across large areas of the Scottish Highlands, including
grazing, burning, drainage and predator control, have had an impact on wildlife.

The intensification of food and timber production has not only transformed large areas of land, but continues to fragment and
isolate remaining areas of semi-natural habitat. Intensification of a kind also occurs on some sporting estates where managers
aim to maximise numbers of quarry animals, such as game birds and deer, sometimes at the expense of the mosaic of wildliferich habitats. Once largely forested, Scotland is now one of the most heavily deforested countries in Europe. Compounding
this, grazing by high densities of deer and sheep reduces the quality of the native woodland that remains, and its ability to support the species and communities reliant on it. In contrast, the abandonment of low intensity, mixed grazing systems has
resulted in changes to the structure and composition of habitats important for a range of butterflies, breeding waders and wild
flowers.

The State of Nature 2016: Scotland is a follow up to the first State of Nature report, which was published in 2013. It has been
compiled by a coalition of 53 wildlife organisations including the Scottish Wildlife Trust and represents the clearest picture to
date of the status of native species across land and sea. While some species have increased there are declines within many
groups. These include more than half of vascular plants, such as juniper, and 39% of butterflies. There are also serious concerns
for a quarter of Scotland’s birds including upland species such as dotterel and curlew, and seabirds such as puffins and kittiwakes.
(The ‘State of Nature 2016 Scotland’ can be found at
https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/docs/002_466__stateofnature2016_scotland_1sept_1473756177.pdf).
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The Importance and Value of Trees

Have you ever imagined what the world would be like
without trees? The benefits of trees extend beyond
their beauty. Trees planted today will offer social, environmental, and economic benefits for years to come.
Trees play an incredible role in combating climate
chaos by removing planet-wrecking emissions from
the air around us. Yet despite their importance, just
13% of the UK’s total land area has tree cover (compared to an EU average of 35%).
Social Benefits
Social benefits of trees go beyond enjoying their
beauty. Humans feel a calming effect from being near
trees. The serenity we feel can significantly reduce
stress, fatigue, and even decrease recovery time from
surgery and illness. Green spaces can also help lower
the level of crime within urban environments
Communal Benefits
With proper selection and maintenance, even trees on private property can provide benefits to the community. Trees provide privacy, accentuate views, reduce noise and glare, and even enhance architecture. Natural elements and wildlife are brought to the
urban environment which increases the quality of life for residents within the community.
Environmental Benefits
Trees alter the environment we live in by moderating climate, improving air quality, reducing stormwater runoff, and harbouring
wildlife.
Examples of the environmental benefits of trees:
• Trees help moderate temperatures by creating a cooling effect which can counteract the heating effect of pavement and buildings
in an urban environment.
• Compact tree foliage can serve as a windbreak, as well as provide protection from rainfall.
• Leaves filter the air we breathe by removing dust and other particulates and releasing oxygen.
Economic Benefits
The economic benefits of trees are both direct and indirect. Property values of landscaped homes are 5 to 20 percent higher than
those of non-landscaped homes based on the species, size, condition and location of the trees included in the landscape. Trees
also provide shade which can lower cooling costs for your home and reduce heating costs in the winter by acting as a windbreak.
An arborist can help you determine the value of trees by providing an appraisal. Documentation on the value of trees in your
landscape can assist with determining property value, as well as help with insurance claims in the event of a loss.
Maximizing the Benefits of Trees
Trees provide numerous benefits but in order to maximize a tree’s benefits routine maintenance is
required. Though these benefits begin the moment a tree is planted, they are minimal compared to
the benefits of a mature tree. The costs associated with removing a large tree and planting a young
tree can outweigh the costs of regular tree maintenance practices such as a tree inspection, pruning,
and mulching.

There is little doubt now that we’re facing a climate emergency. Trees should be our natural defence
against runaway climate change – absorbing carbon emissions, as well as providing a home for
wildlife. But over the centuries we’ve cleared our forests, leaving the UK with some of the lowest
levels of woodland in Europe. If the government is serious about climate change it needs to act
now to bring back our lost trees.
Please add your voice and demand a government commitment to double the UK’s tree cover as soon as possible. It's time to ask
for #MoreTreesPlease.
SP

ANSTRUTHER MEDICAL PRACTICE
FLU VACCINATION 2019

An Open Clinic will be held at the Skeith Health Centre on
Monday 7th October from 9am until 6pm.
No appointment necessary, just come along, there is generally very little waiting time, busiest between
9am and 11am.
Please make every effort to attend on this day so that precious nursing appointments are not wasted
later on. If you care for someone who is housebound, please let us know and with their consent, we
can arrange for the vaccine to be done at home.
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Crail
Community Choir

CRAIL BADMINTON CLUB

MEETS ON TUESDAYS 7 – 10 PM
IN CRAIL
COMMUNITY HALL
The new season starts on Tuesday 24th September
New members welcome
Any queries:- Tel. Anne on 07769156003

Schedule
to Christmas
The Choir starts at
7.30pm

RNLI

Thanks to all who supported, helped
and donated to the R.N.L.I Coffee
Morning on Saturday 28th September. Total raised £795.97

Crail Parish Church of Scotland (Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601) Linked with St
Ayle
Communion cards are under the Tower for all elders
to collect.
Stepping Stone coffee morning every Tuesday 10.00
- 11.30 at St Ayles@Anstruther
Chat Bite: Every Wednesday in the Kirk Hall 10am12pm
The Anstruther Food Bank thank all at Crail
Church for the very generous donation of food from
our Harvest Festival. Eleven bags were taken there
on Tuesday.
The Session will meet at 7.00pm on Tuesday 15th
October in the Kirk Hall with our new interim moderator Rev Nigel Robb.
Communion will be on Sunday 27th October at
11.15am and will be conducted by the Rev Ian Hamilton.
Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal leaflets are now available both in church and at Chat bite. Please return the
filled boxes by Sunday the 3rd of November.
Christian Aid Harvest Collection: I am pleased to
report that I will be able to send Christian Aid £125
after our collection for Harvest last Sunday. This is
made up of money handed in at the door and our 5p
collection from the tins in the Church and Chatbite.
Some of this money is also being Gift Aided so the
total will be slightly more. Many thanks to you all,
Diana
Thanks to all who supported, helped & donated to the
RNLI coffee morning on Sat 28th Sept. Total raised
£795.97
Pastoral visits: As we now have no locum please let
the elders or myself (Helen) know if anyone requires
a visit especially where people have been admitted to
hospital.
Next Sunday the service will be conducted by the
Revd E Gilchrist
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October 14 Town Hall
October 21 Town Hall
October 28 Church Hall
November 4 Town Hall
November 11 Town Hall
November 18 Town Hall
November 25 Community Hall
November 27 Concert

What's On - Scottish Fisheries Museum Autumn 2019

Details of all our events and workshops that are coming
up in the Autumn.can be found here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/the-scottish-fisheries-museum-14477550384
We hope to see you there.

Fife Council Transport plans
online discussion

Fife Council have started a discussion process about the
future of subsidised public transport. They are looking
for ideas before end November about how public transport could be improved in Fife - what's good now and
what could be better.
Have your say :https://our.fife.scot/transportingpeople/

Skeith Surgery

Routine GP appointments - appointments released
Monday at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
morning for the following week. Appointments released
Wednesday at 2 pm for Wednesday afternoon, Thursday
and Friday the following week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month in
advance.

Seagull Proof Sacks

Seagull proof sacks are available through Environment
and Building Services of Fife Council. There is no cost
associated with them and can be ordered by calling the
environment helpline on 03451 550022. At the end of the
month when Fifedirect is replaced by the new Fife.gov
website then there will hopefully be the facility to order
these online.

Mobile Library

The mobile library calls at Marketgate from 10:00 to
11:00 every 2nd Thursday.
Next Date: 10th October

Green Fabric Wanted

Green fabric is required for Waid Academy School
Christmas Tree:
any shade of green, any type of fabric as long as
it’s plain without any printing or pattern on it and
ideally, in not less than 1m square pieces. Even an
old green sheet or tablecloth will be fine.
Fabric pieces can be dropped off at 11 Wingfield,
Crail, if no one is at home, it can left in the shed.
It would be helpful if a note could be put through
the letterbox to let me know it’s there. I could collect if transport
is required.
Thanks for your help, this is for a community-based Christmas
backdrop project.
Kimberley Vernava
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Thank you to everyone involved for
Helping to launch this exciting new
venture.

CRAIL MUSEUM
AND HERITAGE CENTRE
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MUSEUM OPENING TIMES
1st June - 27th October: Daily
Guided Walks: Wednesdays and Sundays
Monday - Saturdays: 11am - 4pm
Sundays: 1.30pm - 4pm
Admission to the Museum is FREE but donations are always
gratefully received.
Guided Walks: It is not a difficult walk but there is a steep hill
down to and up from the harbour.
Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm start, walks usually
lasts 1.5 - 2 hours.
Adults £3.00 Children (10 - 17) £1.00

Dawn
of
carrier
strike

Listening Ear:
Do you need to talk to anyone?

I offer a voluntary community service to anyone who
needs a confidential chat.
Although I am not a therapist, over the past thirty years, I
have been privileged to be able to help others talk
through a range of personal issues in confidence and
without being judgemental.
So, if you would like to have a confidential chat, call me
to arrange a suitable time and place.
Gordon Kirkland – 01333 451133

Singing for the Memory
and Music and Movement
for people with Dementia and their Carers
at Kilrenny Parish Church Hall

The progress of carrier aviation 1924-1940
seen through the career of Lt W P Lucy DSO RN

Talk by Cdr David Hobbs
7pm 18th October at Crail Kirk Hall
Tickets available from Crail Museum
Tel 01333450869
Refreshments included
Admission £8.00

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays

Singing for Memory
30 October
27 November

SC 023505

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they
who provide the Hospital Car Service. It’s
only when you can’t drive because you or
the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think
of standing in the cold, waiting for a return
bus from the health centre or the dentist, or
you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that
you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re
new to Crail and don’t know many people
yet. That bit of help is there and has been for
54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital Car Service If you could do with that bit of help,
ring. 01333 450096.

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Location - Along High Street opposite the
Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 1400-1600

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays St. Andrews Road Car Park,
Anstruther – 2.15pm -3.00pm; Thursdays
North Marketgate, Crail – 10.20am 10.50am

8

Music and Movement
13 November
11 December

Community Transport
Transport service for people with visual impairments in the East Fife area.

Royal Voluntary Service volunteers provide Community
Transport for trips where mobility issues can make it difficult, if not impossible, for you to use public transport or if
you live in rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually
include getting to or from hospital or to a GP appointment
but can also include trips to the shops or into town or to social activities.
Telephone: 0330 555 0310
Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/ourservices/service-enquiry?serviceid=884

Contact your Fife Councillor?

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk 07725 223773.
cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk 01333 730837 or
07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk 07718 66 89 96

Useful Emergency Numbers

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Warning over Thomas Cook Refund Scam

Fraudsters keen to capitalise on the collapse of Thomas Cook have already started
targeting customers with telephone refund scams.
The historic travel firm went bust on Sunday evening, leaving 160,000 holidaymakers stranded abroad and 20,000 employees without a job.
Around a million people are believed to have had holidays cancelled as a result of
the firm's collapse, which has created a window of opportunity for fraudsters to

swindle customers out of money.
The crooks claim to offer refunds to people who have lost money from the cancellation of flights and holidays, but rather than
reimburse them, the fraudsters are stealing their financial details and clearing out their bank accounts.
Hundreds of people across the country have reported receiving phone calls from someone claiming to be from Thomas Cook
offering an immediate refund to their account. However, many of the individuals haven’t even booked a holiday with the company, suggesting the crooks are cold-calling and casting their nets as wide as possible.

Crail Matters

We continue to need funds. If you have already donated, then thank you. If you haven’t, will you consider making a donation? You can make a bank transfer to sort code 83-26-28, Account No. 15518709, or by cheque payable to
‘Crab Publishing’ given to any member of the Editorial Board or posted to Crab Publishing, 1 Fife Ness, Crail, KY10 3XN.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters

The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to edit material.

Greens of Crail - reusing plastic

The scallop tubs which are quite well made and are ideal for salmon are available if anyone would prefer a reusable tub instead
of a plastic bag - please ask. Also if anyone wishes to bring in their own plastic tubs for haddock there is no issue as it can
simply be tared on the scales.
thanks Clem at Greens`
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The Crail
Seagull

If that sand bank in Crail Harbour gets any bigger, we'll be able to picnic when the tide's
out! Deckchairs at the ready anyone?

Wouldn't it be lovely if
we had buses like these
running around instead
of the clapped out old
95 that belches smoke and regularly break down around Fairmont? I could keep a keener eye on the potholes...

Community Council Notes

Our new website is https://crailcc.com/

Next Community Council Meeting 7.15pm 28 October in the Town Hall
Unadopted Roads
The issue of repairs and maintenance of unadopted roads was raised at the Community Council meeting. Broadly speaking the
legal situation is that householders with frontages on an unadopted road are responsible for any repairs - ‘the maintenance responsibility lies with the owner, frontager or others.’. Fife Council may undertake emergency repairs, but that does not in any
way imply further responsibility on their part. Procedures exist to make unadopted roads adopted, but core requirements are that
frontagers (householders with frontage on the road) agree that the proposed road be adopted, and that it is of a requisite standard.
The cost of bringing the road to an acceptable standard must be met by the frontagers. In general, those unadopted roads and
footways used predominantly by non-frontagers and serving as an access between two points of the public road network receive
priority for funding.

Sandbar Crail Harbour
In response to a query, Cllr Porteous received the following timeline as to when the work will begin. The Community Council
agreed that this response is unacceptable, resulting in an unnecessary further delay. It raises questions about the commitments
of Fife Council to properly maintaining the harbour.
•Arrange laboratory testing of the silt / sand in the harbour to satisfy Marine Scotland requirements to show there is no excessive
contaminants present. This will require a small procurement exercise to comply with Council procedures (i.e. a tender) and
then a few weeks to collect the samples, complete the tests at an accredited lab, and get the testing report – will aim to get this
completed as far as possible during October 2019 but it is likely to be into November 2019 when we get the report back,
•Prepare and issue Marine Scotland Licence Application with the above testing results – will aim to have this partially complete
while we await the testing results and therefore would target having this submitted by the end of November 2019,
•Go through the Marine Licensing process – can be up to 14 weeks as standard, and there’s not much we can do about this aspect,
While we are awaiting the Marine Licence we will prepare the specification for the sand / silt removal so its ready to go out to
tender on receipt of the licence – the timeline of tender issue and subsequent works will then depend on the receipt of the Marine
Licence but it looks likely to be Spring 2020 before the site works could commence

Crail Community Partnership and Crail Charrette

Crail Community Partnership invite all members of the Crail Community to join. An application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We
reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2019:
Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John Wilson
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