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www.crailmatters.com

CRAIL MATTERS
W/C 25th November 2019. No 134 Free - donations welcome 

Suggested hard copy Donation 40p 

Crail: The Jewel of  the East Neuk.

A Note of Thanks

A huge thanks to everyone who came to my assistance in my hour of need following an accident in Crail High Street at lunch
time on the 14th November. I was attended to at Ninewells Hospital and am back home recuperating.
I really appreciate the help by all you kind people.
Thanks, 
Alex Bowman

Crail Folk Club
So, after a wonderful night with Josie Duncan and Pablo Lafuente, it has come to this. Our last guest night of the year. Our guest
is Crail favourite EDWINA HAYES on Thursday 28th November 8pm Crail Town Hall BYOB £8. Edwina’s beautifully written
songs, charming stage presence and voice of an angel have won her a reputation as a true natural talent of gentle folk-Americana.
She has opened numerous shows for Jools Holland and Van Morrison as well as her own gigs playing stages everywhere from
Glastonbury Festival to The Royal Albert Hall. The title track of her album Pour Me A Drink was covered by Nanci Griffith
who calls her 'the sweetest voice in England' and her cover of the Randy Newman song Feels Like Home was featured in the
Cameron Diaz film My Sister's Keeper and has since had over eight million plays on You Tube. Edwina has also toured with
artists ranging from Loudon Wainwright and Roger McGuinn to KT Tunstall and Gretchen Peters.
Edwina was born in Dublin and grew up in Preston, Lancashire before moving to the East coast of Yorkshire as a teenager, where
she has been based ever since. Dividing her time between the UK and America, Edwina's second home is Nashville where she
is much loved as a songwriter and artist. Edwina released her second album 'Pour Me A Drink'  to great success. Edwina followed
in the same style with her third release 'Good Things Happen Over
Coffee' and touring constantly continues to attract wonderful reviews
and fans worldwide. Edwina toured as support with Fairport Conven-
tion on their UK Wintour, toured China a few months later, and then
Australia .
The Guardian  'Edwina is a haunting honeyed solo songwriter'
Michael Parkinson  'A very talented young lady'
Nanci Griffith  'The sweetest voice in England.'
Time Out  'Sweet-voiced songwriter who has a fine line in gentle, coun-
try-tinged material'
Perez Hilton  'Like a soft blanket'
Edwina's last Crail show was at the Festival and sold out very quickly. 
Not to be missed. Tickets from www.crailfolkclub.org.uk or 01333 450572

Deadline for registering to vote in the General Election

Register online at https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote by 11:59pm on 26th November to vote in the General Election on 12th
December. If you want to apply to vote by post, register before:
o 5pm on 26th November if you live in England, Scotland or Wales
If you’re going to be abroad on Election Day, you can apply to vote by proxy after you’ve registered. It takes time to vote by
post from overseas.
Who can Register
You can register if you’re both:
o aged 16 or over (or 14 or over in Scotland)
o a UK citizen (or an Irish, EU or Commonwealth citizen with a permanent UK address)
You will not be able to vote until you are 18. If you live in Scotland, you can vote in Scottish Parliament and local elections
when you’re 16.
Registering Online
Register to get your name on the electoral register. You need to be on the electoral register to vote in elections and referen-
dums. You only need to register once - not for every election.
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Crail Hospital Car Service
There are obviously secret message lines zooming round
Crail - pigeon post, perhaps - but they are effective.  New
offers from people willing to drive have come in recently,
just in time to help with those drivers, who, like the rest
of us, have succumbed to temporary  setbacks.  Thank
you.   Too many independent souls  try to use the bus but
in winter this can often mean getting chilled at a bus stop.
You can phone 450096. 

Brown Bin Collections in Fife
Details of the winter Brown Bin collection times can
be found at the Crail Matters web site: www.crail-
maters.com

Temporary Road Closures

Shoregate, Crail – Entire Length. Castle Street at
jct. Shoregate, Crail

There is no alternative route for vehicular traffic.
Access for emergency services will be maintained.
Residential & pedestrian access will be maintained
outwith the working day.
Wednesday 20/11/19 to Friday 22/11/19, daily be-
tween 07.00hrs and 18.00hrs.
Monday 25/11/19 and Tuesday 26/11/19, daily be-
tween 07.00hrs and 18.00hrs.
The purpose is to allow carriageway resurfacing
works to be carried out in safety.
Fife Council Roads & Transportation Services is re-
sponsible for these works and can be contacted as fol-
lows:
Project Engineer: 03451 555555 ext. 444634
Emergency/Out of 03451 550099 Hours: Celebrating Xavi Bou (Born Barcelona, 1979)

If birds left tracks in the sky, what would they look like?
For years Barcelona-based photographer Xavi Bou has
been fascinated by this question, but of course birds in
flight leave no trace—at least none visible to the naked
eye.
Bou had a plan though and he has spent the past five years
trying to capture the elusive contours drawn by birds in
motion, or, as he says, “to make visible the invisible.” He
began exploring photographic techniques that would
allow him to show the beauty of birds in a way not seen
before and ultimately he chose to work with a video cam-
era, from which he extracts high-resolution photographs.
After he films the birds in motion, Bou selects a section
of the footage and layers the individual frames into one
image. He finds the process similar to developing film:
He can’t tell in advance what the final result will be, but
there’s one magical second, he says, when the image—
chimerical and surreal—begins to emerge.
Before Bou began this project, which he calls “Orni-
tografías,” he earned degrees in geology and photography
in Barcelona, then worked as a lighting technician in the
fashion industry.
This current work, he says, combines his passion and his
profession.
“It’s technical, challenging, artistic, and natural. It’s the
connection between photography and nature that I was
looking for. Ornitografias is the balance between art and
science, a project of naturalist discovery, and, at the same
time, an exercise of visual poetry.”
http://www.xavibou.com/index.php/project/ornitographies/

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable
Tuesdays:  
St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther – 2.15pm -
3.00pm; 
Thursdays:
North Marketgate, Crail – 10.20am 10.50am
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JB Penman Winter Hours From 25/11/2019
Monday;              6;30am – 1pm      2pm – 4pm
Tuesday;              6;30am – 1pm      2pm – 4pm
Wednesday;        6;30am – 12;30pm

Thursday;             6;30am – 1pm      2pm – 4pm
Friday;                   6;30am – 1pm     2pm – 5pm 
Saturday;              6;30am – 1pm     2pm – 5pm
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We're looking for exceptional teachers to
help inspire the future of children and educa-
tion in secondary schools across Fife.
We have vacancies in Mathematics -
https://bit.ly/35e2PUi
and in Craft, Design & Technology

https://bit.ly/2CSw82r.
If you are ready for a new and exciting challenge, then Fife is the
place for you!

NHS Advice

Funeral Support Payment
Funeral Support Payment helps pay for funeral costs
if you live in Scotland. You can use the payment to-
wards funeral costs for a baby, child or adult. This in-
cludes babies who were stillborn.
It usually will not cover the full cost of the funeral but
it should help pay for some costs. It can be paid either
to you or the funeral director who's helping you plan
the funeral.
Only one person can get Funeral Support Payment for
the funeral.
You will not be eligible if you've already had other
government support for the funeral, this includes:
• Funeral Expenses Payment (England or Wales)
• Funeral Payment (Northern Ireland)
• your hospital arranging and paying for your
baby's funeral if you had a stillbirth
Who can apply and when
You can get a Funeral Support Payment if all of the
following apply:
• you or your partner are getting certain benefits
or tax credits
• the person who died lived in the UK
• the funeral is being held in the UK, EU, Ice-
land, Liechtenstein, Norway or Switzerland
• you are applying after the person has died,
until 6 months after the date of their funeral
• you or your partner are responsible for the fu-
neral
Benefits and tax credits you or your partner must
get
You or your partner must get one or more of the fol-
lowing:
• Child Tax Credit
• Universal Credit (UC)
• Income Support
• Pension Credit
• Working Tax Credit (disability or severe dis-
ability element)
• Housing Benefit
• income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA),
not contribution-based JSA
• income-related Employment and Support Al-
lowance (ESA), not contribution-based ESA
Before applying for Funeral Support Payment, you
should:
• register the death of the person who died
• check that you're eligible for Funeral Support
Payment
• consider giving your funeral director consent
to speak with Social Security Scotland about your ap-
plication
To complete this form, you'll need:
• your National Insurance number
• details of the funeral director
• any travel receipts or funeral bills you have so
far
• your bank account details, if you'd like Social
Security Scotland to pay you and not your funeral di-
rector
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Attention all bookworms!
First, I was sorry to have to cancel the
May event but now have TWO events
planned before the end of the year.  As
some book addicts can become over-ex-
cited and not pay attention to the detail in
the small print, I shall remind you of each
one a little nearer the time but you may
like to pencil dates in your diary:
Books in the Boat at the Marine Hotel,
Saturday 21st December - all day 10am-
4pm.  As the Marine’s antiques/bric-a-brac

shop will be having a special Winter Solstice opening for last
minute shoppers, I thought it a good opportunity to do a pre-Xmas
stall myself - as we cannot expect tropical sunshine (even if global
warming accelerates)  I shall be sort of spreading out and infil-
trating indoors "just a few small books on a small table". I have
some nearly-new books, adult and children’s - newly published
and some golden oldies, which will make affordable presents (or
buy a few for yourself!) so do please look in. The weekend after
Christmas it will be back to the Usual Venue for the Usual Two
Days with hopefully the Usual Suspects assisting.
Thanks to those who have already given me books and magazines
for the charity table at the second event, and particular thanks to
my glorious Transport Fleet without whom I should be walking
up and down the road 364 days a year just to get sufficient stock
to my various venues.
Looking forward to seeing "regulars" and visiting bookworms
from further afield plus those who reckon they don’t like books!

SONGS FROM THE MOVIES 
With  Crail  Community  Choir

Wednesday 27 November 2019

7.30 pm in Crail Community Hall

Refreshments will be provided during the interval 

 
Entry by donation at  the  door   
in  aid  of  local  good causes  

East Neuk Community Emergency Planning Team
(ENCEPT)

ENCEPT has been chosen to benefit from the next
round of the Co-op Local Community Fund. The
funding round opened on 27 October 2019 and
will close on 24 October 2020. 

Every time a member buys selected own-brand products and services,
1% of the money they spend goes to local causes in their community,
so it’s important you raise your profile and encourage members to
choose your cause.
Should you wish to support ENCEPT, please encourage friends and
family to become a Co-op Member. They can join online at
https://membership.coop.co.uk/new-registration Once registered, the
ENCEPT cause can be chosen at: 

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/39141

About the ENCEPT cause:
The East Neuk of Fife consists of a group of small towns and villages.
We are in a remote area and resources to assist in the event of any
emergency are over 20 miles away. The purpose of the East Neuk
Community Emergency Planning Team (ENCEPT) is to help com-
munities and individuals in the East Neuk prepare for, respond to and
recover from emergencies in a way that complements the work of the
emergency services and promotes safety to the most vulnerable. To
do this ENCEPT has developed the East Neuk Community Emer-
gency Plan. We intend supplying each community with basic kits to
enable them to cope in the event of a community emergency. Volun-
teers will work independently to ensure a co-ordinated response is
provided in the event of a community emergency.
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Crail Parish Church of Scotland
(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601) 

Linked with St Ayle 

Stepping Stone Coffee Morning every Tuesday 10.00 - 11.30
at St Ayles@Anstruther
Chat Bite: Every Wednesday in the Kirk Hall 10am-12pm
Crail Community Choir Concert, “Songs from the Movies”
in the Community Hall 7:30pm, Wednesday 27th Nov: entry
by donations
Social Pot Luck Supper (inviting our friends from St Ayle’s)
on Friday 29th November in the Kirk Hall from 7pm-10pm.
Everyone is invited to come along and bring some food to
share. There will be a name list in the Tower, at Chatbite or
call Lisa on 450035 to let her know if you are coming.
Christmas Tree Lighting in the village from 4:30pm, Satur-
day 30th Nov lights switched on at 5pm. All money raised
goes to The Sick Kids in Edinburgh
Can the Elders please pick up parcels to deliver from Linda
on Friday 6th Dec between 10am-12noon.
St Ayle Christmas Fair at St Ayle @ Cellardyke on Saturday
7th December from 10-12, Santa and his Elf will be there and
a raffle for a Luxury Hamper. All welcome to join in the fun.
The Guild Coffee Morning on Saturday 16th November
raised £790. A great result. Thanks go to all who helped or
contributed in any way. Special thanks to Interim Moderator
Rev Nigel Robb and friends from St Ayle who supported us
Pastoral visits: As we now have no locum please let the elders
or myself (Helen) know if anyone requires a visit especially
where people have been admitted to hospital.

Contact your Fife
Councillor?

Cllr.Linda.Holt@fife.gov.uk
07725 223773.

cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.
uk 01333 730837 or

07753982311
cllr.john.docherty@fife.go

v.uk 07718 66 89 96

Mobile Library

The mobile library calls
at Marketgate from
10:00 to 11:00 every
2nd Thursday.
Next Date: 5 December

Fife Craft Association
Fife Craft Association are holding their final event of the
year in the Scottish Fisheries Museum, Anstruther from
Monday 2nd to Sunday 8th December 2109.  The event
will  be open each day from 10:00am to 4:00 pm. Associ-
ation members offer a wide range of handmade crafts in-
cluding wooden, glass and knitted items, jewellery,
marquetry, soaps, scents and candles. We also have a mem-
ber who produces water colour paintings of the area and
can undertake commissions if requested.

Community Council Work Programme
The first phase of the Crail winter improvement works continued
last week and all of the paths at Crail Church and cemetery have
now been given a good layer of tirr.
Many thanks to the (very) small band of volunteers who turned up
last week and a big thank you to Balcomie Links Caravan Park Ltd
and ‘big’ Billy for moving the tirr with their digger.
We also take the opportunity to wish Val a very long and happy re-
tirement. She has been a great supporter over the years.
The final session of this phase of work is on Thursday 28th at 9am
when all the paths
at Victoria Gardens
are being refur-
bished. 
Once again volun-
teers who are pre-
pared to do some
shovelling, barrow-
ing or raking (or all
3!) will be very
welcome.
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Thank you to everyone involved for  
Helping to launch this exciting new 
venture. 

Crail.info helps promote our Royal Burgh to a wider 
audience and can be a one-stop shop for locals and 

visitors requiring any information about Crail.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find local businesses or  
add your business (use Contact). 

Attractions, Services 
Accommodation, Where to Eat and Drink 

Find and add events to our Royal Burgh’s calendar 
View Crail’s latest news 

 

By Crail Community Partnership 

Overnight Road Works at M90 Junction 2
25th to 30th November

Overnight closures and diversions will be in place at M90
Junction 2 from 20:00 until 06:00 on the nights of 25, 26,
27, 28 and 29 November. This is to allow operating company
Amey to resurface the carriageway.
Both lanes of the M90 northbound will be closed at Junction
1c, with a diversion route signposted from Junction 1c along
the A985 Admiralty Road and the B980 Kings Road to Pit-
reavie, before returning to re-join the M90 at Junction 2. The
northbound slip from Junction 1c to the A823(M) westbound
will also be closed.
The main carriageway of the M90 will remain open south-
bound but there will be no access to the off-slip at Junction
2. A diversion route will be signposted from Junction 1c via
the A985 Admiralty Road and the B980 Kings Road to Pit-
reavie.
These works have been planned overnight to minimize dis-
ruption, however motorists planning to use this route are ad-
vised to allow a few extra minutes for their journey.

Crail Museum and Heritage Centre 

A Winter Exhibition of Samplers, Christmas Gifts and
Cards will be held in the Crail Museum
Opening: Saturday 23rd and 30th November  11am -4pm

Saturday 7th and 14th December   11am - 4pm
Sale:        Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd January  11am -
4pm

SCIO Scottish Charity No SC023503
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Useful Emergency Numbers
Samaritans 116 123
Breathing Space 0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line 01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work 03451 551503
NHS24 111
Police 101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights) 0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number 0800 028 6231

Community Transport
Transport service for people with visual im-

pairments in the East Fife area.

Royal Voluntary Service volunteers provide Community
Transport for trips where mobility issues can make it diffi-
cult, if not impossible, for you to use public transport or if
you live in rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually
include getting to or from hospital or to a GP appointment
but can also include trips to the shops or into town or to so-
cial activities.
Telephone: 0330 555 0310
Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/ourservices/ser
vice-enquiry?serviceid=884

Most Holy Trinity Church, Crail.
Christmas Coffee Morning 

10 am, British Legion Hall 
Saturday, 30th November 

Raffle and home baking.

Advert/Copy  Submission to Crail Matters

The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original
format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to edit material. 

Greens of Crail - reusing plastic
The scallop tubs which are quite well made and are ideal for salmon are available if anyone would prefer a reusable tub instead
of a plastic bag - please ask. Also if anyone wishes to bring in their own plastic tubs for haddock there is no issue as it can
simply be tared on the scales. We also now have stock fish dressing and its available in pre used plastic tubs or loose if anyone
would like to bring in a jar or tub   

thanks Clem at Greens`

Fife Council Transport plans 
online discussion

Fife Council have started a discussion process about the fu-
ture of subsidised public transport. They are looking for
ideas before end November about how public transport
could be improved in Fife - what's good now and what
could be better.
Have your say :https://our.fife.scot/transportingpeople/

Seagull Proof Sacks
Seagull proof sacks are available through Environment and Building
Services  of Fife Council. There is no cost associated with them and
can be ordered by calling the environment helpline on 03451 550022.
At the end of the month when Fifedirect is replaced by the new
Fife.gov website then there will hopefully be the facility to order these
online.

Listening Ear: 
Do you need to talk to anyone?

I offer a voluntary community service to anyone who needs
a confidential chat. 
Although I am not a therapist, over the past thirty years, I
have been privileged to be able to help others talk through a
range of personal issues in confidence and without being
judgemental. 
So, if you would like to have a confidential chat, call me to
arrange a suitable time and place.

Gordon Kirkland – 01333 451133 

Singing for the Memory 
and Music and Movement 

for people with Dementia and their Carers at Kilrenny
Parish Church Hall

1.30pm-4.00pm Wednesdays

Singing for Memory: 27 November 

Skeith Surgery
Routine GP appointments - appointments released Monday
at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday morning for the
following week. Appointments released Wednesday at 2 pm
for Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday the following
week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month in ad-
vance.
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council Notes
Next Community Council Meeting 25 November

Cemetery Car Park
The resurfacing work on the paths in the Church are now largely completed. However, the car park, which is
the responsibility of Fife Council Burial Services, is in a poor state. It has been agreed with Burial Services
that they will resurface that area

Agenda Meeting 25 November

The Crail  
Seagull

Well, Fluke Dub really is the most beautiful spot, I love
it here and
so do my
friends and
relatives. I
often have
v i s i t o r s
from far
and wide
here and I'd

like to think it's me they come to see but I'm not too sure
anymore. Look at this snap taken by one of my distant
cousins -  mind you, he has a really fancy camera.

What a cold snap!!! Frost everywhere, ice, and cold wind.
I don’t get a flu vacine, but I’ve seen signs for it - have
you had it yet? You should. Lots of my little friends are
beginning to find it difficult to find food. Put some out
for them if you can - but don’t scatter it on the streets!!!

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We
reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2019:
Editorial Team this week:  Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,  Max Taylor,  John Wilson

Crail Community Partnership and Crail Charrette
Crail Community Partnership invite all members of the Crail Community to join. An application form can be found here:

https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Crail Mobile Post
Office Service

Location - Along High
Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:

Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600

Wednesday: 1400-1600

CRAIL  BADMINTON  CLUB
MEETS   ON  TUESDAYS  7 – 10 PM 

IN CRAIL
COMMUNITY HALL

The new season starts on Tuesday 24th September
New members welcome

Any queries:- Tel. Anne on  07769156003

Action Summary:
Bankhead Brae – Cllr. JD
Glass Recycling Trail – Cllr. BP
Monoblock on High Street North – AP
Parking: Shoregate - MT
Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report 
Secretary’s Report
Common Good Application Crail Church
Garage Conversion: 17 Westgate

Cemetery Car Park
Public Toilets
Christmas Tree Lighting
Fife Councilors Reports
Outdoor Nursery
AOCB

Graffiti in Crail
Police Scotland confirm they have a named suspect who will
be brought into custody in the coming weeks.

A Lyric of Autumn 
William Stanley Braithwaite

There is music in the meadows, in the air —
Autumn is here;
Skies are grey, but hearts are mellow,
Leaves are crimson, brown, and yellow;
Pines are soughing, birches stir,
And the Gipsy trail is fresh beneath the fir.
There is rhythm in the woods, and in the fields,
Nature yields:
And the harvest voices crying,
Blend with Autumn zephyrs sighing;
Tone and colour, frost and fire,
Wings the nocturne Nature plays upon her lyre.


