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Crail: The Jewel of the East Neuk.
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January early morning sky over Roome Bay

Thanks to the dogged
determination of Ian
Mooney, our immediate Past Chairman, our
intention to be involved
in a supportive way
with Crail Primary
School is coming to
fruition for this academic year. Crail Festival is funding an organisation called Drama Box to deliver
pupil workshops for each class, training for teachers and access to on-line courses. We feel that this has the potential to
be a very exciting project with long lasting benefits for staff
and pupils alike.
Crail Matters Consultation on Publication Day
The Editorial Team is considering changing the day of publication from Monday morning to either Wednesday or Friday morning. This is to address some production issues, and
also to offer opportunity for better coverage of weekend
events. We invite our readers to let us know your views on
this proposal by writing to crailmatters@gmail.com.

Commemorative Bench Shoregate

On the initiative of the Community Council, necessary permission has been given from Fife Council for Jimmy Aird
to reinstall the commemorative bench at the foot of the steps
which go up to Castle Walk from Shoregate. This bench is
dedicated to the 'Shore Gang', a group of ladies who lived
and worked there. Mr Aird's sister is the last surviving member of the Gang.
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AGM
Wednesday 29th January 2020
Crail Legion Hall at 7.30pm
All Welcome!
Come and hear the outcomes of our
2019 Festival and the unveiling of our
innovative plans for the 2020 Festival
our 10th anniversary

WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell,
with Photographs by John Anderson
There’s been a murder. I was in the boggy birch wood at Kilrenny Common last
Wednesday looking down at a pile of feathers, all neatly plucked, lying on the
moss. A classic sparrowhawk kill – but this time it’s the sparrowhawk that has
been killed. I looked more closely, definitely all sparrowhawk and all large feathers, so a female sparrowhawk. Stranger still. If it was a male (they are two thirds
the size of a female – think of a jackdaw and a carrion crow) then I would expect
that the much larger female sparrowhawk to be the killer. Generally female sparrowhawks don’t eat males, but it does happen, although I have not found one in
the hundreds of sparrowhawk kills I used to find when I was studying their hunting
behaviour. So what plucks all of a bird’s feathers like a sparrowhawk and is large
enough to kill a female sparrowhawk? Not a merlin or kestrel on the last criteria
– and they don’t pluck so extensively and neatly. Not a peregrine either. They are
impatient pluckers, ripping out big swathes of feathers, and they usually leave the
outer wing feathers still attached to a grisly angel skeleton. The scene of the crime
is not very peregrine modus operandi. Peregrines like a more open or high perch
to feed from and this plucking occurred on a low stump and on the ground, concealed by the sparse canopy. Peregrines do catch and eat sparrowhawks – again I
have never found a sparrowhawk killed by a peregrine but I have seen several very
serious hunts of sparrowhawks by peregrines where the hawks escaped only by
suicidal dives into dense wooded cover. And individual birds like individual people
sometimes behave oddly – perhaps this is a male peregrine feeding in cover to
avoid the attention of crows that can – with some effort and in a pair working together – steal a peregrine’s prey So I can’t completely rule out a peregrine as a
suspect. But really I think I know the culprit, although it’s a leap of faith and hope.
I think this sparrowhawk met its bigger, badder cousin, a goshawk. Imagine a sparrowhawk on steroids – a female is as big as a buzzard, with huge, long clawed
legs, and with the speed and agility of a much smaller bird. Goshawks eat other
birds of prey routinely – well, they eat anything actually. But their ability to reduce
numbers of sparrowhawks and owls in an area is legendary.

There have been a few sightings of
goshawks this winter in the East
Neuk and they don’t breed too far
away from Crail. And I think we now
have one here. This is really exciting
because goshawks are one of our
missing top predators, like wolves.
Absent because we removed them,
leaving “lesser” predators like sparrowhawks and crows to have the
stage to themselves, to hunt with impunity. If you visit bits of Holland or
Germany where goshawks are common you hardly see a magpie and
definitely not a sparrowhawk. They
are there, but cowering in dense cover like the smaller birds they themselves hunt. A sparrowhawk that comes out to terrorise an
Amsterdam bird table is likely to end up on the menu. You can imagine that this suits blue tits and sparrows – too small to really
be bothered with by a goshawk – so they can come out of cover under its protective umbrella. The same principle is behind the
logic of reintroducing wolves to Scotland to reforest – trees escape the attention of deer as the deer hide away from the wolves.
If we are seeing the return of goshawks to the area then we can expect some big changes ahead. And a very exciting bird of prey
to watch. That said, they are often very secretive. Sticking to the trees and perching silently and invisibly for much of the time
before launching a ferocious surprise attack. But watch out for them: a buzzard sized, beefy sparrowhawk, with a very intense
stare.
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Crail – Local Place Plan - Community Hall
One of the Priority Action
Items in the
Crail Local
Place Plan was
to create a
multi-purpose
community facility in Community Hall.

Fife Council
does not have
the funds to improve the facilities in the Community Hall but community ownership (by a charity) provides the opportunity to apply
for funding from trusts and organisations like the National Lottery.

On the 27th June 2019 Crail Community Partnership (CCP) applied to Fife Council to have the Community Hall transferred into
Crail community ownership. This led to an application to the Scottish Land Fund (SLF) which supports charities working on community asset transfer & ownership. In late December the SLF
approved CCPs Stage One application and is providing £8,424 so
that we can create a Business Plan that would describe how Crail
could develop and run a successful Community Hall.

The process for creating the Business Plan will take 2 to 3 months,
and will involve a lot of community consultation. Further details
on the consultation process will be explained in future Crail Matters articles. But if you would like to ensure that you will be part
of the consultation please send your contact information to dennisgowans@btinternet.com or call 01333 450108.
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Jumble Sale Waid Academy

Jumble Sale at Waid Academy on Saturday, being organised by some of our Senior Pupils. Our schools
Eco School and Fairtrade team have come together to
try and raise awareness about climate change and environmental issues. After holding pupil assemblies to
encourage cutting down on plastic waste, reusing and
recycling textiles they have been busy since Christmas
collecting clothing, bedding, shoes, bags and accessories to resell at our Jumble on Saturday 1st February
10am till 11.30am at the school. All the money raised
will go towards the school fund to subsidise extra-curricular activities such as musical instrument tuition,
art, drama and dance as well as assisting families in
need with associated educational costs. Nothing will
be wasted as any unsold items will be collected by the
“rag bag” school recycling scheme and sold or donated onwards. We are still accepting items for the
jumble and Karen or June our school receptionists will
be happy to accept any donations of clothing or shoes
etc handed in before lunchtime on Friday 31st January

Social Security Scotland

The Best Start Grant is a package of three payments to
help families that get certain benefits or tax credits with
the cost of the key transitions in a child’s life.
If you're under 18, you do not need to be on any payments or benefits to apply for Best Start Grant or Best
Start Foods.
If you're a parent over 18, you can apply whether you're
in work or not, as long as you're getting Universal
Credit, Income-based Job Seekers Allowance, Income
Related Employment and Support Allowance, Pension
Credit, Housing Benefit, Income Support, Child Tax
Credit and Working Tax Credit

CRAIL COMMUNITY CHOIR

CRAIL BROWNIES & RAINBOWS

The Choir will be going to
Fife Festival of Music
in the Adam Smith Theatre, Kirkcaldy on
MONDAY 3 FEBRUARY
leaving Crail at 5pm.

There will be rehearsals on SUNDAY 2
FEBRUARY at 7.30pm in the Church Hall

The new session of the choir will start
on Monday 17 February at 7.30pm in the
Church Hall
when new members will be welcome

Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance Coffee Morning

Just to say a huge thank you to everyone who came to my coffee morning, we raised a massive £812.55 for Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance. Thank you to all the people who helped and to everyone who
donated raffle prizes, and all the home baking too. It means so much.
Thanks again
Sharon Petrie.
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Now that schools are back, it’s time for Brownies
and Rainbows! If your daughter would like to join
in the fun, we meet on Mondays in the Legion
Hall:
5-6pm – Rainbows (age 5 & 6). £2 per night
6-7.30pm – Brownies (age 7, 8 & 9) £2.50 per
night
Please contact us for more information by emailing CrailBrownies@yahoo.com or come along on
Monday evening at the above times. We look forward to seeing you!

RAINBOWS:
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/rainbows-5-7/
BROWNIES:
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-wedo/brownies-7-10/

Bird Feeder Warning

If anyone has one of these spring feeders,
please take it down ASAP as they can be death
traps for birds.

The feeder was given free with Peckish Complete Energy Ball tubs for birds. Peckish recalled the feeder in June after reports of birds
being harmed, but some are still available in
shops.

Keep Your Bike Secure

More than 500,000 bikes are stolen in the UK
each year because they’re poorly secured or not
secured at all. More than half of all bikes stolen
are taken from the owner’s property. Help protect your bike by following these guidelines:
What can I do before I set off? Photograph
your bike and record all of your bike’s details
and distinguishing features and keep in a safe
place. The serial number can be found on the
bottom bracket.
Register your bicycle securely online at the National Cycle Database: www.bikeregister.com.
Doing this may help to recover your bike if it goes missing. On registering, you can also download a bike logbook where you
can record your bike’s details to keep at hand.
Security mark your bike’s frame with a UV pen or other method - the mark should include your home postcode and house number.
Insure your bike, either on contents insurance or separately if required.
How can I secure my bike if it’s kept in common close or stairwell?
Always keep your bike out of sight as best you can.
Lock your bike with two locks to a secure banister or ground anchor.
Lock your bike with two locks to a ground anchor.
How should I secure my bike and its accessories when out and about?
Lock your bike up every time you leave it using secure locks (i.e. D-locks or thick cable locks).
Ideally, use two different types of lock - a thief will need more tools to steal it.
Locks are considered more vulnerable when close to the ground, so keep them off the floor.
Fasten your bike through the frame and wheel to a fixed object.
Lock your bike in a busy, well-lit place, in view of people or CCTV cameras.
Lock the bike closely to the object it’s attached to so it is difficult to manoeuvre.
Lock the wheels and remove small parts / accessories that cannot be readily secured, such as lights, pumps, water bottles, saddles etc.
Vary your routine - lock up your bike in different ways & place.
What type of cycle lock is best?
Buy the best lock you can afford. It’s tempting to spend more money on the bike, but this is pointless if it gets stolen. As a
guide, spend about 10% of the cost of your bike on a lock.
Choose a ‘Sold Secure’ badged bicycle lock with a gold, silver or bronze rating.
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Brown Bin Collections in Fife

Details of the winter Brown Bin collection times can be
found
at
the
Crail
Matters
web
site:
www.crailmatters.com
Where to avoid if you don’t want to live in a ghost
town
(Reported in The Times, 18 January, 2020)

Areas with the largest number of second homes:

Largs and Cumbrae, North Ayrshire: 342
Earlsferry, Fife: 300
Cowal South, Argyll and Bute: 200
Mull, Iona, Coll and Tiree: 189
Cowal North, Argyll and Bute: 170
Arran, North Ayrshire: 154
Dalbeattie, Dumfries and Galloway: 136
Badenoch and Strathspey Central, Highland: 128

Crail Mobile
Post Office Service

Location - Along
High Street opposite
the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1400-1600
Tuesday: 1400-1600
Wednesday: 14001600

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays:
St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther – 2.15pm 3.00pm;
Thursdays:
North Marketgate, Crail – 10.20am 10.50am

Greens of Crail - reusing plastic

The scallop tubs which are quite well made and are ideal
for salmon are available if anyone would prefer a reusable
tub instead of a plastic bag please ask. Also if anyone
wishes to bring in their own
plastic tubs for haddock there
is no issue as it can simply be
tared on the scales. We also
now have stock fish dressing
and its available in pre used
plastic tubs or loose if anyone
would like to bring in a jar or
tub.
thanks Clem at
Greens`
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Community Transport
Transport service for people with visual impairments in the East Fife area.

Royal Voluntary
Service
volunteers provide Community Transport
for trips where mobility issues can make it difficult, if not
impossible, for you to use public transport or if you live in
rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually include getting to or from hospital or to a GP appointment but can also
include trips to the shops or into town or to social activities.
Telephone: 0330 555 0310
Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/ourservices/ser
vice-enquiry?serviceid=884

Crail Parish Church of Scotland (Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)
Linked with St Ayle
Please Remember our Services start at
9:45am, followed by tea/coffee in the Tower

Stepping Stone Coffee Morning every Tuesday
10.00 - 11.30 at St Ayles@Anstruther
Chatbite every Wednesday 10:00-12 noon in Crail
Kirk Hall
Crail Monday Meetings are held in Crail Town
Hall every Monday from 2:15pm. This week’s talk
is about “Wild Highland- Ardnamurchan” by Jack
Jarvis. Anyone is welcome to join.
Heather Aird will be running a REHIS Elementary
Food Hygiene Course to develop knowledge &
skills for working/volunteering in a food environment. The course costs £10 & will run on Saturday
8th February 9am-1pm & Saturday 22nd February
9am-1pm. You must attend both days. If you
would like to complete the course, please email
Heather heatheraird@btinternet.com.
Pastoral visits: As we now have no locum please
let the elders or myself (Helen) know if anyone requires a visit especially where people have been
admitted to hospital.
Next weeks service will be led by Rev E Gilchrist
Crail Matters only works because you support it.

May we take this opportunity to thank all those people who
have donated funds to us to keep our newsletter going. If
you haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so.

Mobile Library

The mobile library calls at Marketgate from 10:00 to 11:00
every 2nd Thursday.
Next Date: 30 January
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Listening Ear:
Do you need to talk to anyone?

I offer a voluntary community service to anyone who needs a
confidential chat.
Although I am not a therapist, over the past thirty years, I
have been privileged to be able to help others talk through a
range of personal issues in confidence and without being
judgemental.
So, if you would like to have a confidential chat, call me to
arrange a suitable time and place.
Gordon Kirkland – 01333 451133

Skeith Surgery

Routine GP appointments - appointments released Monday
at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday morning for the
following week. Appointments released Wednesday at 2 pm
for Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday the following
week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month in advance.

Useful Emergency Numbers

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Crail Monday Club,
now Crail Monday Meetings

Crail Monday Club, now Crail Monday Meetings, restarted in
early December and has enjoyed good attendance and involvement at the new location, Crail Town Hall. During the past
few months applications for funding for the Monday Meetings
were made to Fife Council and The National Lottery. Both
were successful and a total of £3,970 will shortly be available
to support future events.
The organising committee would like to extend an invitation
to people that would like to join in and in particular would appreciate support for organising future events.
The next meeting is scheduled for the 27th January 2020, and
will start at the usual time of 2:15 (in the Town Hall).
2020 speakers and topics
27th January Jack Jarvis Wild Highland - Ardnamurchan
3rd February Eric Morris
History of Golf in Crail
10th February Brian Clarke
Northern Norway
17th February Will Cresswell Antarctica
24th February Rotary Choir
2nd March
George Phillips China
9th March Johnny Izatt Scottish musician
16th March Kelsey Jackson-Williams Crail Kirkyard Monuments

The Crail
Seagull

I enjoy Winter. It’s always so much quieter then than the Summer hurly burly which seems to be the way of all coastal towns.
Traffic is lighter and on the whole the pace is gentler than when all the visitors are vying for parking places, and it’s so much
noisier. There’s less pickings for me, of course, as the higher the numbers of visitors, the more there is for me. That’s why I
want to record how pleased I am that so many residents in Crail and round about remember to throw out large chunks of bread
for me! I suspect that some folk frown on this, but this sort of consideration makes me very happy! I must let my country cousins
out by Fluke Dubs know, so they can come and share in the feast!
I know I’m always talking about food, but that’s my lot in life, and at least I’m there to
tidy up. Now that the children are back to school after their holidays, I always take a
swoop over the playground when I hear them playing in case there are any tasty morsels
to be found. The last time I glided over my attention was alerted to a strange sound,
difficult for me to describe, but a sort of tinkling crashing noise. Closer investigation
showed some new bins, some of no interest to me,
being chained shut, but some that are for collecting
glass. The noise was someone throwing empty bottles
into a metal container! Is this a new thing? Seems a
good idea to me though I’m puzzled as to why Crail
folk seem to need to dispose of so many bottles. They're
not for water, as I know that they’re made of plastic, so
what’s in all these glass bottles? I’m glad they’re being
collected but I’m still curious as to what they’re being used for. Can anyone help me?

Good grief! Did you hear about the 'Sea Goddess' called Storm that's forming part of marking
Scotland's Year of Coasts & Waters? She's not exactly my idea of a goddess, for a start it's 10
metres tall. If that emerged from the sea at Fluke Dub, you wouldn't see me around again. I'd be
off as fast as my wings could take me to find an alternative abode. Goddess? I don't think so!

The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council Notes
Next Community Council Meeting 27 January

The first item on the agenda of the next Community Council meeting will be the appointment of a new secretary. The following will also be discussed:
Update Crail Partnership
Planning Applications Changes
Common Good Application: MUGA repainting sponsored by Crail Community Trust
Crail Outdoor Nursery
Freedom Camping – Fife Coast and Countryside Trust position paper

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive because
you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think of standing in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the health centre or the
dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and don’t know
many people yet. That bit of help is there and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital Car Service If you could do with
that bit of help, ring. 01333 450096.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters

The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership and Crail Charrette

Crail Community Partnership invite all members of the Crail Community to join. An application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Friday midday
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We
reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2019:
Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John Wilson
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