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Crail: The Jewel of the East Neuk.

Notice to contributers

Due to operational reasons we have to change the deadline for
submissions for next week’s issue to 5.00pm Thursday
evening. The issue will be available Monday as usual.

Crail Hospital Car Service

This is to let everyone know that as of the 1st of March 2020
there is a new telephone number for the Car Service.
Please make a note of the new number:

01333 451165

This change is because, after over 21 years of coordinating Crail
Hospital Car service, Sheila Partington is handing over the reins
to Peter and Jacquie Salkeld.
The people of Crail owe a huge debt of gratitude to Sheila who,
since 1999, has fielded requests for transport to hospital and
doctors’ appointments and had the thankless task of finding an
adequate number of drivers to satisfy demand. Crail Hospital
Car Service will certainly miss her energy and enthusiasm. It
is a testament to her management of the car service that in the
20 years she has been its coordinator there have been only 2 occasions when she has been unable to satisfy a request for a car!
Jacquie and Peter will work hard to ensure that the car service
continues to run as efficiently as it has on Sheila’s watch.
So, if you are without transport to get you to an appointment at
your doctor’s surgery, Kirkcaldy, Dunfermline, St Andrews or
Ninewells Hospitals, your dentist or optician please contact us.
And remember, your volunteer driver will not only take you to
your appointment but bring you back as well.
Also, if you have a car and are willing to help out your fellow
Crail or Kingsbarns residents by becoming one of our volunteer
drivers please get in touch. It is not an onerous task and you
will, of course, be recompensed for the cost of your fuel.
If you need help or can provide help please call Jacquie and
Peter on 01333 451165.

cordially invites
anyone
who
would like to
consider
becoming a volunteer to the
Vo l u n t e e r
Evening at 6pm
on Friday 20th March in the Museum, 62/64 Marketgate. Come
and find out the many ways you can help to enhance the visitor
experience or conserve the collection for posterity. If you can
spare a couple of hours a week, that would be enough to make
a difference. Do come along, enjoy the wine and nibbles, and
see what we do.
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Crail Folk Club
27 Feb. 8pm Crail Town Hall

Singer and harpist Rachel Newton specialises in interpreting traditional folk songs in both English and Gaelic
as well as writing and arranging her own music. Rachel
plays fiddle and viola in addition to harp and works
across a range of performance platforms including theatre and storytelling. A skilled collaborator, Rachel is a
founder member of The Shee, BBC Radio 2 Folk Award
2017 Best Group The Furrow Collective and is a part
of the Lost Words: Spell Songs. Rachel's fourth solo
album West was released in 2018. Her previous releases
are The Shadow Side (2012), Changeling (2014) and
Here's My Heart Come Take It (2016).

Rachel was awarded Instrumentalist of the Year 2016 at
the Scots Trad Music Awards and Musician of the Year
in the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards 2017. Her album
Here's My Heart Come Take It was shortlisted as one
of Scotland's top 10 outstanding albums in the Scottish
Album of the Year (SAY) Award 2017. She was
awarded a Critics Award for Theatre in Scotland
(CATS) for Best Music and Sound in 2009 for her work
with the Rowantree Theatre Company.

Rachel was last seen in Crail at the Festival when she
provided some music for Clive Russell’s 'Desert Island
Poems'. Let’s not forget her lighter side with songs like
Dolly Parton’s Jolene! Not to be missed.
'A beauty' **** Observer
'Haunting and compelling' **** The Guardian
'Harp and strings blur the border between worlds' ****
The Financial Times
'This is the sound of modern Scotland, as surely as
draws on folklore and tradition, Newton's singing and
harp at the heart of a singular vision.' **** The Herald
'Newton has made the leap to a fine solo performer and
this album is perhaps her best yet' **** The Telegraph

WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell,
with Photographs by John Anderson

There was a flock of 25 corn buntings on the wires at Saucehope on the 14th.
There are still two stubble fields there and the numbers have been building up
again. It’s a good sign for the next breeding season’s numbers. There is a similar
sized flock around another of their hotspots at Kilrenny – again a late stubble
field the epicentre. Two months and we will be recording their territories again,
although they will be occupying them and singing long before then. Probably
right after this run of storms plays out in a week or so.

Corn buntings at Saucehope

Further up the stubble field at Saucehope I then saw a female merlin making a
hunt. It flushed up a skylark and started chasing. It was a classic “ringing” hunt,
with the skylark trying to sing a bit as it gained height, but not enough to convince the merlin of its vigour, and so a series of climbs and stoops resulted, with
the merlin getting closer and closer each time. I lost them half a Kilometres away over the airfield as a second merlin joined the
chase. I shouldn’t think that skylark got away.
Chaffinch bathing

The wind got up again later that afternoon, but it was sheltered and relatively mild in Denburn. The few days last week of it being only one or
two degrees in the morning has not really made things hard for small
birds. There were chaffinches and coal tits in a little line along the Denburn having a relaxed bath, and nothing was foraging very hard. There
was a constant background sound of goldfinches twittering in partial
song as they sat in a big, loose flock in the canopy, taking it easy, waiting
to roost.

It’s national nestbox week (well last week, but it still
good this week if you are thinking of putting one up).
Last week I helped put up three nestboxes in Denburn in
anticipation of the nesting season starting in three weeks’
time if the mild weather continues. I put up two robin
boxes – they have open fronts. One on an ivy covered
tree with a few strands falling across the front, and another quite low down on a tree by the burn. The plan is that although it is
obvious now, it will be behind a screen of leaves by April when the robins start nesting. Robins like a low down nest site and I
have found a couple of nests in previous years in the ivy covered bank directly behind the tree where I put the box. In the old
days – well forty years ago – you might get a spotted flycatcher using this kind of box (although they like them higher than
robins). Pied wagtails like an open nest box too. I put up a third box – a traditional small hole tit box for a coal tit or blue tit. As
I put the nest box up I could hear a coal tit getting excited above me. A coincidence I am sure, although there is a shortage of
natural nest holes in most British woodland because there are few decaying trees left standing. In Crail a lot of the tits resort to
nesting in holes in the stone dykes. Anyway, I wish the new boxes luck and for an early spring.

'Crail in Bloom' Dates for your Diary

The Annual General Meeting will be held this year at 7.00p.m. on Thursday,
19th March at The Studio, 2 Castle Street. All are welcome and we hope to see
you there to give your thoughts on how Crail in Bloom should continue/improve on
what they do. For those who don't know, Crail in Bloom plant and maintain the
flowers in the pots and troughs around Crail's main streets.
A fund raising Coffee Morning will be held at the Legion Hall, Nethergate on Saturday, 25th April. Doors will open as usual at 10.00a.m. Please come and support
your local 'In Bloom' group! Any donations to the raffle or home baking stalls can be
delivered on the morning of the event or handed in to Kate Eggo, 3 Aird's Court,
Westgate North.

Crail in Bloom committee would like to thank all those shops in Crail who support us with collecting tins or jars and those
customers and visitors who put their loose change in. Last year the tins raised a very useful £380 towards our displays so this
is a little note to let you know how much we appreciate it.
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Roome Bay Harbour

Crail harbour saw many large vessels from The Netherlands,
Belgium and Denmark coming over to trade goods. As the
boats became bigger the harbour was found to be inadequate
due to its size, difficulty of access and poor loading facilities.
In 1845 the Town Council approached the Government for
funds to build a harbour at Roome Bay which would not be
tidal and could accommodate large trading ships, steamers
coming from Leith to Dundee and would also help the fishing industry.
James Leslie, Chartered Engineers from Dundee, were commissioned to do a feasibility study. They drew up plans for
a large and a smaller harbour, the larger being 39 acres at
high water. This was to be a massive construction and would
have taken in the whole of Roome Bay, from the headland
at the Castle Walk (Eelie dub) to the cliffs at the east end of
Roome Bay sands. Boulders from the shore were to be used
for the construction and one rock was to be blown up, as it
was a danger to shipping within the harbour. For comparison, 39 acres is about 30 times the size of the whole of the
Marketgate and bigger than Anstruther harbour. In the end,
the Government did not pay up and the idea was scrapped.
Not to be outdone, towards the end of the century when the
railway came to Crail, the Council proposed a branch line
from the station through Denburn, to a jetty to be built out
from close by the yachting pond, to which steamers from
Dundee and Leith would call. Once again this came to nothing.
Whew!! Crail would have been a very different place had
any of these grandiose plans come to fruition.
The proposals from James Leslie are held in the Special Collections Library at St Andrews University, but the drawing
is missing. We believe the plan was framed and hung in the
Burgh Surveyor’s office in the Town Hall Crail, but it went
missing in the 1970’s during Regionalisation.
If anyone knows the whereabouts of this drawing, we at the
Museum would be very interested in looking at it.
Eric Morris
Trustee Crail Museum

 



Listening Ear:
Do you need to talk to anyone?

I offer a voluntary community service to anyone who needs a
confidential chat.
Although I am not a therapist, over the past thirty years, I
have been privileged to be able to help others talk through a
range of personal issues in confidence and without being
judgemental.
So, if you would like to have a confidential chat, call me to
arrange a suitable time and place.

 



 

  

Gordon Kirkland – 01333 451133
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February 24
March 2
March 9
March 16
March 23
March 30
April 6 & 13

at 7.30 pm
Church Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Church Hall
EASTER BREAK

Education Appeal Committees – Parent representatives wanted

Are you a parent with children who go to school in Fife? Are you a good listener? If you do,
and you are, then why not consider becoming a member of our Education Appeals Committee? The main job of the committee is to consider appeals from:
• Parents/carers who have had their application to place their child in a
school of their choice refused.
• Parents/carers of young person excluded from school
As a member, you’ll need to weigh up the needs of children against the issues affecting
schools – particularly class sizes and capacity. However, you’re not on your own making
these decisions. Committees are made up of eligible members including councillors, parents
and people who have experience in education. To be eligible to apply, applicants must be parents of children of school age residing in Fife.
Full training will also be given, and you will be eligible for financial loss allowance and travel
and subsistence expenses. A PVG check will be required.
The work of the Appeal Committee is crucial to parents and schools, and although the issues
involved can be challenging, reaching a solution is also very
rewarding.
To apply, complete the application form by Friday 27 March
2020
http://bit.ly/EducParentRep

Crail Folk Club - advance notice
Singers' Night on 12th March Crail Town Hall
8pm BYOB

Always a fun night. An opportunity to come along and sing or
play or just listen. We have a very high standard of both local
and visiting performers. What can go wrong for just a pound?
Bring your own bottle and glass.

Crail Mobile Post Office Service

Location - Along High Street opposite the Beehive
Opening times:
Monday: 1345-1545
Tuesday: 1345-1545
Wednesday:1345-1545
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Community Transport

Transport service for people with visual
impairments in the East Fife area.

Royal Voluntary Service volunteers provide
Community Transport for trips where mobility
issues can make it difficult, if not impossible,
for you to use public transport or if you live in
rural areas with limited transport. Trips usually
include getting to or from hospital or to a GP
appointment but can also include trips to the
shops or into town or to social activities. Telephone: 0330 555 0310 Email: fifegnhs@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk
Or have someone do it on your behalf:
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/
ourservices/service-enquiry?serviceid=884

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable

Tuesdays:
St. Andrews Road Car Park, Anstruther –
2.15pm -3.00pm;
Thursdays:
North Marketgate, Crail – 10.20am 10.50am
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CRAIL BROWNIES &
RAINBOWS

Now that schools are back, it’s time
for Brownies and Rainbows! If your
daughter would like to join in the
fun, we meet on Mondays in the Legion Hall:
5-6pm – Rainbows (age 5 & 6). £2 per night
6-7.30pm – Brownies (age 7, 8 & 9) £2.50 per night
Please contact us for more information by emailing CrailBrownies@yahoo.com or come along on Monday evening at the above
times. We look forward to seeing you!
RAINBOWS: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-wedo/rainbows-5-7/
BROWNIES: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-wedo/brownies-7-10/
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Greens of Crail reusing plastic

The scallop tubs which are
quite well made and are ideal
for salmon are available if
anyone would prefer a
reusable tub instead of a plastic bag - please ask. Also if
anyone wishes to bring in their
own plastic tubs for haddock
there is no issue as it can simply be tared on the scales. We
also now have stock fish
dressing and its available in
pre used plastic tubs or loose
if anyone would like to bring
in a jar or tub.
thanks, Clem at Greens`

Crail Matters Consultation on
Publication Day

The Editorial Team is considering
changing the day of publication from
Monday morning to either Wednesday or Friday morning. This is to address some production issues, and
also to offer opportunity for better
coverage of weekend events. We invite our readers to let us know your
views on this proposal by writing to
crailmatters@gmail.com.

Crail Primary School
Photographs 1960s and 70s

Do you have photographs from
Crail Primary School in the 1960s
and 1970s, for an exhibition at
Crail Museum. If you have anything and would be prepared to lend
it or let us copy it, please contact
Jacquie Salkeld at 01333451165.

The Inner Wheel Club of
Anstruther would like to thank

all those who attended the coffee
morning in aid of CHAS on Saturday February 15th. The sum raised
including donations was £509.
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Skeith Surgery

Routine GP appointments - appointments released Monday at
2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday morning for the following week. Appointments released Wednesday at 2 pm for
Wednesday afternoon, Thursday
and Friday the following week.
Nurse appointments can be
booked approx 1 month in advance.

Brown Bin Collections in
Fife

Crail Parish Church of Scotland (Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)
Linked with St Ayle
Please Remember our Services start at
9:45am, followed by tea/coffee in the Tower
Intimations to be in by Thursday noon to Lisa 450035, or
email
(intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Session Clerk: Helen Armitage 450516

Stepping Stone coffee morning every Tuesday 10.00 - 11.30
at St Ayles@Anstruther

Chatbite every Wednesday 10:00-12 noon in Crail Kirk Hall

Crail Monday Meetings are held in Crail Town Hall every
Monday from 2:15pm. This week is the Rotary Choir. Anyone is welcome to join.
Joint Session Meeting will be held on Tuesday 27th Feb in
the Kirk Hall at 7pm

World Day of Prayer - Will be held in Crail Church at
2.00pm on Friday 6th March 2020. All are welcome to attend. If anyone wishes to participate in the service, please
contact Janis on 451052 or Anne on 450784.

Scout Coffee Morning: A group of Scouts are going to
Durham for a Jamboree in the summer and we are holding a
coffee morning on Saturday 7th March in the Legion Hall
10am- 12noon to help raise funds for our trip. There will be
a raffle and baking stall. Cost £2.50 please come along and
support us.

The Inner Wheel Coffee Morning last Saturday raised
£550 for CHAS. £509 was raised on the day and more donations were handed in later. Thank you to all who attended
and helped in any way.
Crail Matters only works because you support it.

May we take this opportunity to thank all those people who
have donated funds to us to keep our newsletter going. If
you haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so.
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Details of the winter Brown Bin
collection times can be found at
the Crail Matters web site:
www.crailmatters.com

Useful Emergency Numbers

Samaritans
116 123
Breathing Space
0800 838587
Social Work Out Of Hours Emergencies03451 55 00 99
Adult Protection Phone Line
01383 602200
Child Protection or Social Work
03451 551503
NHS24
111
Police
101
CARF (Citizen’s Advice & Rights)
0345 1400 095
Homeless Emergency Number
0800 028 6231

Crail Monday Club,
now Crail Monday Meetings

Crail Monday Club, now Crail Monday Meetings, restarted in
early December and has enjoyed good attendance and involvement at the new location, Crail Town Hall. During the past
few months applications for funding for the Monday Meetings
were made to Fife Council and The National Lottery. Both
were successful and a total of £3,970 will shortly be available
to support future events.
The organising committee would like to extend an invitation
to people that would like to join in and in particular would appreciate support for organising future events.
The next meeting is scheduled for the 27th January 2020, and
will start at the usual time of 2:15 (in the Town Hall).
2020 speakers and topics
24th February Rotary Choir
2nd March
George Phillips China
9th March Johnny Izatt Scottish musician
16th March Kelsey Jackson-Williams Crail Kirkyard Monuments

Mobile Library

The mobile library calls at Marketgate from 10:00 to 11:00
every 2nd Thursday.
Next Date: 27 February

Crail Community Partnership

Crail Community Partnership invite all members of the Crail
Community to join. An application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

The Crail
Seagull

I’m outraged! You all know how I feel about the proposed wind farm
off Fluke Dub - well, Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind Ltd will be
deploying nine construction marker buoys around the wind farm site.
The marker buoys will remain in place until after construction of
Neart na Gaoithe Offshore Wind Farm is complete and guard vessels
will be in place during this time. Well, I can’t believe the cheek: one
of the guardian vessels is called Seagull! Can you believe it? It’s true,
I can even see it. I think they’re deliberately trying to get up my beak.
If much more gets up there, I’ll not be able to breathe.

Cheese
CChees
Chee
Che
h & Wine
Wi
Win
W
20

20

Friday 13th March @ 7.30pm
Crail Town Hall Tickets £10
Tickets from Greens,
David Jerdan or any club member

The Royal Burgh of Crail and
District Community Council
Notes

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide the
Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive because
you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think of standing
in the cold, waiting for a return bus from the health centre or
the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you
wish for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and don’t
know many people yet. That bit of help is there and has been
for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital Car Service If you could
do with that bit of help, ring. 01333 451165

Next Community Council Meeting 24 February,
Town Hall 7.15pm

Items included on the Community Council Agenda are:
Update Crail Partnership
Common Good Application: Crail Museum and Heritage Centre
Common Good Application: Crail Preservation Society
Denburn Park
Common Good Application: Community Council Public Improvements Phase 2
Replace benches top of Hen’s Ladder
Lighting MUGA (JGF)
Kirkmay Road – resurfacing + lamp post (AP)
Bottle Bank usage (AP)

Crail Table Tennis Club

Our local table tennis club is looking for some new faces to become involved in the weekly game of ping-pong on a Tuesday
night.
Ideally we would have 8 to 12 players battling away over three
tables, however recent numbers have dwindled and spaces are
available.
So for anyone wishing to get out and be more active during
these cold , dark winter nights and you fancy some sport on a
Tuesday night, just pop along to Crail Community Hall from
7.15pm, say hello and you will be made most welcome. We
have a 50/50 mix of male to female players and everyone is
welcome, sessions are £3 per night.
See You There!

The Community Council will no longer provide
printed copies of Agendas, Minutes, etc. at meetings.
Please see website www.Crailcc.com for details.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters

The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to edit material.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday 5.00pm
before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We
reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2019:
Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John Wilson
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Crail Community Hall - Community
Survey
Following the charrette in Crail which lots of people took part in, finding a better use for the Community Hall
in St Andrews Road emerged as a key priority for the town. The Crail Community Partnership was set up
to implement that community plan and are progressing the idea of taking the hall into community
ownership.
It is an iconic building which has huge potential to be used more. Fife Council are supportive of a
Community Asset Transfer and through research, we now aim to determine whether the community of Crail
supports taking the Hall into community ownership and converting it into a vibrant community and cultural
hub, serving local needs and enhancing the quality of life in the town.
We have recently secured funding from the Scottish Land Fund to appoint consultants to review the
potential of the hall, the availability of grant funding for its purchase and refurbishment and the feasibility of
our project. An essential part of the consultants' work is to establish our local needs and ascertain the
level of community support for the project. We will only proceed if the community wants this to happen and
there is a real need.
This survey is being carried out on our behalf by our consultants Community Enterprise. It is designed to
find out what you, as members of our community, need in terms of community facilities and the extent to
which, if our project is successful, you will support future activities in the hall.
We are also holding a drop-in session on the 29th February at the Community Hall from 10 till 12. Come
and give your views.
All information gathered will be treated in the strictest confidence. Paper copies of the survey can be
obtained from Crail Pharmacy. The survey can also be accessed online at bit.ly/30QyOZA and will be
open until 31st March 2020. For any information please call Wilma at Community Enterprise on 01506
86227.
All survey responses are recorded on Survey Monkey whose privacy policy can be
viewedhttp://surveymonkey.com/mp/legal/privacy-policy/: Community Enterprise's privacy policy can be
viewedhttp://communityenterprise.co.uk/privacy-policy/.

Please return to Crail Pharmacy
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