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Coronavirus
The Scottish Government, Welsh Government,
Northern Ireland Executive, and the UK
Government have jointly published an Action Plan
setting out a collective approach to the ongoing
outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19). The
Scottish Government has also published additional
Scotland-specific guidance on its resilience and
response arrangements, which provides further
detail on how the response will be delivered and
coordinated if there is a sustained epidemic.
The Action Plan together with the additional
Scotland-specific guidance is now available in the
public domain. The link below provides one
means of access:
https://www.gov.scot/news/action-plan-oncoronavirus-covid-19/

The Editorial Board would like to hear your views
on last week’s printed version of Crail Matters.
We were very pleased with the quality of the
printing, and want to thank Westport Print, St
Andrews, for their efficient and very friendly
service. To continue to do this, we will need your
continued support. Producing the print editions are
very much more expensive than the digital
editions - we estimate a cost of 60p/copy for 8
pages print edition. We distribute 120 copies per
week, which means a running cost of £72/week,
£288/month, totalling an annual cost of about
£3,000 for print alone. Whilst we greatly
appreciate the donations we do receive which
supports the digital and print editions, it seems
only fair that the users of the print edition should
particularly contribute if they can to meeting that
cost.
One solution proposed is to offer a subscription
based arrangement - please let the Editors know if
this is of interest to you.

Crail Community Council - Public
Improvement works
As part of the ongoing works that have been
funded through Crail Common Good Fund,
the programme to regravel both sides of
Marketgate will be carried out on the
mornings of Saturday 14th and Saturday 21st
March.
We are looking for as many volunteers as possible to help
with this work. If you can assist on either of these dates
please assemble in Marketgate for a 9.30am start, bringing
gloves and a shovel, rake and wheelbarrow if you can.

Wanted - reliable honest affordable van to hire to
move from one house to another in Crail. Please
contact zvernaval@gmail.com

Crail Folk Club
Singers' Night on 12th March Crail Town Hall 8pm
BYOB. Always a fun night. An opportunity to come along
and sing or play or just listen. We have a very high standard
of both local and visiting performers. What can go wrong
for just a pound? Bring your own bottle and glass.
Crail Museum cordially invites anyone who would like to consider becoming a volunteer to
the Volunteer Evening at 6pm on Friday 20th March in the Museum, 62/64 Marketgate.
Come and find out the many ways you can help to enhance the visitor experience or conserve
the collection for posterity. If you can spare a couple of hours a week, that would be enough
to make a difference. Do come along, enjoy the wine and nibbles, and see what we do.
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WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell
With Photographs by John Anderson
I haven’t been writing much this past month because it was very
much repetition every time I went out. The late winter bird
community staying static and the weather staying windy and
wet. Neither a great incentive to put the time in outside. With a
new month and spring fast approaching things should now
change. The weather is on an upward trend at last, with dryer
and much less windy weeks ahead. Sunday the 1st however was
another very windy and occasionally wet day. Balcomie Beach
had its 30 odd sanderling and 3 bar-tailed godwits that have
been there most of the winter, and the grey plover (and possibly
one more) in the next bay. There were red-breasted mergansers
and a couple of goldeneye in the surf. Further out lots of
gannets at last. Still not the big numbers of the end of March,
but that day
was the first
time
this
year I could
count
double
figures each time I
scanned the sea. As I
walked back through
the
fields
to Balcomie Castle I
flushed a flock of
100 golden plover.
They
were
completely invisible
in a dark, newly
ploughed field. As
Red Breasted Merganser
they flew I could
see some of them
were getting their black bellies, ready for spring. It was almost magical
the way they disappeared again as they landed just a little further away.

Sanderlings

Golden Plover

The last few days of last week were sunny and spring like at last, with Thursday the 5th having beautiful weather
emphasizing just how mild the winter has been. The run of storms over the last few weeks couldn’t hide the fact that
we are living through one of the warmest winters ever recorded. Everything is now getting well ahead. The blue tits,
for example, are prospecting and building nests – three weeks in advance. One of my colleagues who studies their nest
building each year is tearing her hair out as suddenly she has no time. This evening a blackbird was singing into the
gloaming as if it was already nesting. And the gulls are back on their rooftops in Crail, although it will be a while
before they lay any eggs. I expect frog spawn any day now in my garden pond. There were several suspicious splashes
as I walked past last Thursday afternoon. I should think the males have to make sure they get to the ponds earlier than
the females so they don’t miss any opportunities. The
pond water temperature is still very cold at the moment
and I can’t think the males are enjoying diving down into
it to stay out of my way: basking in the sunshine on the
side of the pond beforehand must be nice though.
Even though nothing is changing I can’t stay away from
Balcomie. Sooner or later something will. I half expected
a black redstart on the 5th with a touch of easterly wind.
There were pink-footed geese flocks going over at least,
and a group of redshank roosting in an odd place and at the
wrong tide stage suggesting they might also be a group of
migrants. There was a female sparrow-hawk hunting the
low tide rocks around Balcomie Beach. I accidentally
flushed it from where it was sitting invisibly only a few
tens of metres from the sanderling along the tide edge,
spoiling its surprise, but probably making a sanderling happy. It flapped
off out to sea, cutting the corner to Fife Ness, to find another patch of
rocky shore to disappear into for long enough for the birds around it to
forget it is there.
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Pink Footed Geese

'Crail in Bloom' Dates for your
Diary

115th Annual Concert
Saturday 14thMarch
7.30 pm

ANSTRUTHERPHILHARMONIC SOCIETY
MUSIC FROM SALZBURG
Mozart

Litaniae Lauretanae

Michael Haydn Ave ReginaCaelorum
Andother works bythese composers

Musical Director

Glynn Jenkins

ST AYLECHURCH, ANSTRUTHER

Admission £10
Ticketsavailable from any choir member,
or at the door

The Annual General Meeting will be held
this year at 7.00p.m. on Thursday, 19th
March at The Studio, 2 Castle Street. All
are welcome and we hope to see you there
to give your thoughts on how Crail in
Bloom should continue/improve on what
they do. For those who don't know, Crail in
Bloom plant and maintain the flowers in the
pots and troughs around Crail's main
streets.
A fund raising Coffee Morning will be held
at the Legion Hall, Nethergate on Saturday,
25th April. Doors will open as usual at
10.00a.m. Please come and support your
local 'In Bloom' group! Any donations to
the raffle or home baking stalls can be
delivered on the morning of the event or
handed in to Kate Eggo, 3 Aird's Court,
Westgate North.
Crail in Bloom committee would like to
thank all those shops in Crail who support
us with collecting tins or jars and those
customers and visitors who put their loose
change in. Last year the tins raised a very
useful £380 towards our displays so this is a
little note to let you know how much we
appreciate it.

Amazon Scam Warning

Crail Community Choir

A woman from central Fife fell foul of an elaborate hoax last month after taking

on Monday’s at 7.30 pm

meets

a telephone call from someone pretending to be from the online retail giant
Amazon. The conman said the woman’s Amazon Prime account had been
hacked and managed to persuade her to move money into a different account,
which was then emptied by hackers working remotely. A Police Scotland
spokesperson confirmed it had received a report of a phone scam that had

March 9
March 16
March 23
March 30
April 6 & 13

Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Church Hall
EASTER
BREAK

resulted in the victim losing £80,000. The case has prompted police to warn
about the existence of such scams and promote wariness of cold callers in
general. A Police Scotland spokesperson said: “The victim was phoned by a
male, who claimed to be from Amazon. He informed the victim that her Amazon

Crail Mobile Post Office Service
Location - Along High Street
opposite the Beehive

Prime account had been hacked before instructing her to make numerous money
transfers to a different account, which was thereafter hacked into by the
fraudsters. Can we please remind everyone never to fall for a scam like this.
Hang up on cold callers and contact companies direct if in doubt.”

3

Monday: 1345-1545
Tuesday: 1345-1545
Wednesday:1345-1545

Crail Table Tennis Club
Our local table tennis club is looking for
some new faces to become involved in
the weekly game of ping-pong on a
Tuesday night.
Ideally we would have 8 to 12 players
battling away over three tables, however
recent numbers have dwindled and
spaces are available.
So for anyone wishing to get out and be
more active and you fancy some sport
on a Tuesday night, just pop along to
Crail Community Hall from 7.15pm, say
hello and you will be made most
welcome. We
have a 50/50
mix of male to
female players
and everyone is
welcome,
sessions are £3
per night. See You There!

R.B.S. Mobile Branch Timetable
Tuesdays: St. Andrews Road Car Park,
Anstruther – 2.15pm -3.00pm;
Thursdays: North Marketgate, Crail –
10.20am 10.50am

Listening Ear
Do you need to talk to anyone? I offer a voluntary
community service to anyone who needs a
confidential chat.

INNER WHEEL CLUB OF ANSTRUTHER

presents

Although I am not a therapist, over the past thirty
years, I have been privileged to be able to help others
talk through a range of personal issues in confidence
and without being judgemental.

Songs from the Shows
by

So, if you would like to have a confidential chat, call
me to arrange a suitable time and place.
Gordon Kirkland – 01333 451133

Kirkcaldy Amateur Operatic &
Friends

Vacancy at the East Neuk Centre Trust

in aid
of

An exciting opportunity to join our Team as a Relief
Caretaker/Cleaner. We are looking for an enthusiastic,
hardworking, and motivated individual who is
passionate about Communities and delivering a highquality care-taking service. Interested? Then please
visit our website www.eastneukcentre.org.uk for more
information
Closing Date: 18th March 2020

CHAS

Kilrenny Church Hall
Friday March 27th at 7:30 pm
Tickets £8 - Tel: 311 408 or 451 442
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Education Appeal Committees – Parent representatives wanted
Are you a parent with children who go to school in Fife? Are you a good listener? If you
do, and you are, then why not consider becoming a member of our Education Appeals
Committee? The main job of the committee is to consider appeals from:
• Parents/carers who have had their application to place their child in a
school of their choice refused.
• Parents/carers of young person excluded from schoolAs a member, you’ll need to weigh up the needs of
children against the issues affecting schools – particularly class sizes and capacity.
However, you’re not on your own making these decisions. Committees are made up of eligible members
including councillors, parents and people who have experience in education. To be eligible to apply,
applicants must be parents of children of school age residing in Fife. Full training will also be given, and
you will be eligible for financial loss allowance and travel and subsistence expenses. A PVG check will
be required.
The work of the Appeal Committee is crucial to parents and schools, and although the issues involved can
be challenging, reaching a solution is also very rewarding. To apply, complete the application form by
Friday 27 March 2020 http://bit.ly/EducParentRep

Volunteer Guides/Volunteer Retail & Admissions Assistants, Experiencing Collections
Assistants & Garden Volunteers currently sought for Kellie Castle, Pittenweem
First built in the 14th century, Kellie Castle has been
extended and added to over the centuries, featuring
magnificent interior decoration from the 19th century,
including a long-hidden Arts and Crafts mural by
Phoebe Anna Traquair. Our volunteers help us look
after the interiors of this wonderful building and its
garden, welcome visitors from around the world and
ensure that they have a fantastic experience while
visiting.
Our Volunteer Guides explain the castle’s long history
to our visitors, and help them understand more about
the families who lived here and the collections on
display. Experiencing Collections Assistants will help
to support a new programme of interactive
experiences for visitors.Our volunteer Retail & Admissions Assistants welcome visitors and introduce them to the
castle, assist visitors with selecting the most
appropriate membership or ticket option, upsell
Letter to the Editor
merchandise and promote the Trust and its
conservation work.
Sir,
This year, the garden team are inviting volunteers
to join their team caring for the delightful walled
garden which is so much part of this special
property. These voluntary roles will give you the
opportunity to meet people from around the world
and help them learn about the history of the castle
and garden, its historical context and those who
lived here. Volunteers at Kellie Castle can also get
involved in other opportunities which arise from
time to time.
NTS volunteers can attend special events such as
training sessions and are recognised for their work
through our national ‘thank you’ programmes. After
40 hours volunteering, you will also receive a
volunteer card entitling the holder to free entry to
NTS properties, and a 20% discount in NTS shops.

I attach a photograph which I took in Nethergate
North Friday morning. Which is the more offensive?
The discarded take away box on the window sill or
the dog poo at the door? Hmmmm. Tricky!
Morag McLullich

No previous experience is required for these roles
as full training will be given.
If you are interested in gaining more information
about any of the volunteer roles please contact
Caroline on Tel: 01333 720271, chirst@nts.org.uk.
Kellie Castle, Pittenweem, Fife, KY10 2RF.
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Crail Hospital Car Service
Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide the
Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t drive because you or
the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think of standing in the cold,
waiting for a return bus from the health centre or the dentist, or you
need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish for a bit of help.
Maybe you’re new to Crail and don’t know many people yet. That
bit of help is there and has been for 54 years in Crail - it’s the
Hospital Car Service. If you could do with that bit of help, ring.
01333 451165

Skeith Surgery
Routine GP appointments - appointments released
Monday at 2pm for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday morning for
the following week. Appointments released Wednesday at 2 pm for
Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday the following week.
Nurse appointments can be booked approx 1 month in advance.

Greens of Crail - reusing plastic:
Bin Collections
March 11 Green bin Cans/Plastic
March 18 Blue bin, Brown bin
March 25 Grey bin
April 1 Blue bin, Brown bin

The scallop tubs which are quite well made and are ideal for salmon
are available if anyone would prefer a reusable tub instead of a
plastic bag - please ask. Also if anyone wishes to bring in their own
plastic tubs for haddock there is no issue as it can simply be tared
on the scales. We also now have stock fish dressing and its available
in pre used plastic tubs or loose if anyone would like to bring in a
jar or tub.

Crail Parish Church of Scotland

Crail Monday Meetings

(Charity registered in Scotland SC 001601)
Linked with St Ayle
Please Remember our Services start at 9:45am, followed
by tea/coffee in the Tower. Intimations to be in by
Thursday noon to Lisa 450035, or email
(intimations@crailchurch.co.uk)
Session Clerk: Helen Armitage 450516

(was Crail Monday Club)

Stepping Stone Coffee Morning every Tuesday 10.00 11.30 at St Ayles@Anstruther
Chatbite every Wednesday 10:00-12 noon in Crail Kirk
Hall
Crail Monday Meetings are held in Crail Town Hall
every Monday from 2:15pm. This week is a talk about
“Scottish Musician” by Johnny Izatt. Anyone is
welcome to join.
Anstruther Philharmonic Society presents "Music
from Salzburg" in its Spring Concert in StAyle Church,
Anstruther. 7.30 on Saturday 14th March. Dr Glynn
Jenkins conducts choir and orchestra performing the
music of Mozart and Michael Haydn. Tickets £10 from
Marjory Richardson or at the door.
The next 4-week block of Messy Church begins on
Tuesday 3rd March, 6-7pm, in StAyle@Cellardyke
church hall, Toll Road, Cellardyke. It is aimed at
primary school age children and all are welcome. On
Sunday 29th March at 11.30am in StAyle@Cellardyke
there is a service marking the end of this block to which
all are welcome. This is followed by a buffet lunch in the
hall.
Next week’s service will be led by Rev E Gilchrist

Crail Monday Club, now Crail Monday Meetings, restarted in
early December and has enjoyed good attendance and
involvement at the new location, Crail Town Hall. During the
past few months applications for funding for the Monday
Meetings were made to Fife Council and The National
Lottery. Both were successful and a total of £3,970 will
shortly be available to support future events. The organising
committee would like to extend an invitation to people that
would like to join in and in particular would appreciate
support for organising future events.
The next meeting is scheduled for the 9th March 2020, and
will start at the usual time of 2:15 (in the Town Hall).

2020 speakers and topics
9th March Johnny Izatt
Scottish musician
16th March Kelsey Jackson-Williams
Crail Kirkyard
Monuments

Mobile Library
The mobile library calls at Marketgate from 10:00 to 11:00
every 2nd Thursday.
Next Date: 12 March
Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all members of the Crail
Community to join. An application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/
membership-form-short.pdf
Crail Matters only works because you support it. . May we
take this opportunity to thank all those people who have
donated funds to us to keep our newsletter going. If you
haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so.
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and
District Community Council Notes
Next Community Council Meeting 30 March
Town Hall 7.15pm
The Community Council will no longer
provide printed copies of Agendas, Minutes,
etc. at meetings.
Please see website www.Crailcc.com for details.
Bow Buttts
We understand that Fife Council have informed the applicant
that local councillors do not support the application for
access to the Crail North site through Bow Butts.
Lighting at the MUGA
At its last meeting the Community Council agreed that
lighting the MUGA area could not be considered until the
excessive noise currently associated with use was controlled.
Use of an acoustic blanket was one option raised. It was
generally agreed, however, that there is a lack of leisure
opportunities for young people n Crail.
Robberies
There have been reports of robberies of businesses in the East
Neuk, with one in particular apparently involving threats with
a knife. Shopkeepers are advised to be vigilant.
Public Works
The Council is very grateful for all the people who join in our
works programme. Please help again with the regravelling
work on Marketgate to be carried out on the Mornings of
Saturday 14th and Saturday 21st March. Please assemble in
Marketgate for a 9.30am start, bringing gloves and a shovel,
rake and wheelbarrow if you can.

The Crail
Seagull
Well, back on the back page - this is where I belong. No idea why they moved me.
My friends in St Andrews tell me the road from Crail has now been repaired, and is looking good. Its great to see Fife Council
actually repairing roads properly (rather than just filling in pot holes, that reappear after a week or two), But when are they
going to finish the work at Kirkmay Road? BUT watch out for the road past Cambo - lots of big potholes in the edge just
waiting to get the unwary motorist.
Talking of roads (or at least the side of roads) I see the Community Council are going to redo the surface at Marketgate. To be
honest I quite like it as it is - cars littered around just parked any old way, which gives lots of opportunities for me to find food
and not be disturbed. We’re coming up to the tourist season, and there’s always food and stuff thrown on the ground around
there, so fine by me.
I’m not really a great church goer, but recently I’ve been hanging out around the Kirk. And what really surprised me was the
number of occasions when I’ve nearly trod in dog poo - indeed its all over Crail. Don’t people care?

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .jpg and .pdf copy. We would
urge anyone submitting material to have regard to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original format
large adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to edit material.
Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday 5.00pm before
publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right
to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team this week:
Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John Wilson
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