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Crail: The Jewel of the East Neuk.
A Note from the Editorial Team
Are you managing? Do you need help with shopping? Call 07376 531092 - it’s there for you.
In these times when it’s difficult to meet friends, we are happy to publish notices, messages, etc.
Just send them in to crailmatters@gmail.com.
COVID-19 Local Update
Community volunteers are available to assist
anyone who needs shopping delivered. Call
07376 531092. If you want to volunteer call
07376 531092

Opening times:
Barnetts 8.30-1.00pm
Greens 9-12.00
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop 9.30 til
5.30pm Monday to Saturday, Sunday closed
For up to date local information, go to crail.info. Co-op 7.00am-8.00pm (vulnerable 8-9am,
You can register there for email updates.
Sunday 10-11am) - follow one way system
Pharmacy normal business hours
At the time of writing home delivery can be
Penmans Mon-Tues, Thur-Sat 6.30am-3.00pm ,
ordered:
Wed, 6.30-1230
Penmans 01333 450218
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop - if
possible, email your order to
crispinrainbow@gmail.com the day before your
required delivery. You can also use mobile
number 07910253681 .
Greens 01333 450010. Delivering in Crail every
day except Sunday and Kingsbarns on a
Wednesday and a Saturday, pre ordering one day
in advance is ideal especially for fish as it allows
us to order what's required
Lochaber Farm is offering to make home
deliveries in Crail of their farm baked bread
www.lochaberfarm.com
Ardross Farm Shop will deliver to Crail (fee
£4.50). Call 01333 331400, email
infor@ardrossfarm.co.uk. Further details from
the website at http://bit.ly/33pVhxN
Shells will deliver free of charge locally.
Payment preferred by bank transfer. Contact Face Book page, 01333 450200 or 07794332696
Colin Morrison
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Sad Notice of the Passing of
Janet Dorothy Mills
Aged 88 Years
Lamont Terrace, Crail

Colin Morrison

Died peacefully
Tuesday 5th May 2020
Loving Mother of
Andrew, Ian and Heather
And Grandma to
9 Grandchildren and 1 Great Grandchild
Please take a moment to listen to Janet’s “all-time
favourite song”
Louis Armstrong – “What A Wonderful World”

Worship
Resources:
The Church of
Scotland has a
whole range of
information and
resources for this
time churchofscotla
nd.org.uk/worship/
services-online
St Andrews St
Andrews Episcopal
Church is
webcasting at 10am
each Sunday
(zoom.stasstas@gm
ail.com). Episcopal
Church resources
https://
www.scotland.angli
can.org/
Fifeness. Julie Middleton
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell

The conditions were good for migration on the
9th, but not for rare migrants. The whimbrels
had moved on from Balcomie, and it was the
first day in weeks without seeing one. There
were three northern wheatears on Balcomie
Beach, and one
more at
Kilminning, and
now two spotted
flycatchers *
(possibly three) at
upper Kilminning.
I can imagine all
of these were UK
birds, on their
way to the
northwest of
Scotland. The
now resident
migrants were
very busy that
morning: a lot of
song from
common
whitethroats, willow warblers, sedge warblers
and blackcaps, and even a chiffchaff at the Patch.
It does seem to be a good year for the resident
migrants but then the weather is great, I am out
every day and of course, any normal Saturday at
Kilminning is all go-karts or boy racer noise
rather than warbler song. As I came back
through Denburn a tawny owl flew across the
path being chased by two angry carrion crows. It
dived into the cover of a bush but was soon
moved on by some blackbirds. Tawny owls try to
sit quietly and inconspicuously during the day
but none of the other birds want them around
and frequently mob them. Tawny owls are little
threat during the day but are a real terror at
night. A little bit of investment in moving on a
tawny owl is like buying some insurance. Not
that it will work well in Denburn, where the
nesting pair is not really going anywhere, no
matter how difficult the local small birds make it
for them to snooze quietly.
Overnight the weather regressed to early March,
with a brisk northerly wind and five degrees first
thing on the 10th. We even had some rain, 3.6
mm which is more than we had for the whole of
April. The ground is so dry that there was barely
a puddle in the morning. I did a longer loop to

include the fields to the west of Crail. There
were two male yellow wagtails * at Oldbarns,
easily visible as they fed along the main road.
No sign of females but they should be on eggs
now and sitting tight because of the cold
morning. Hopefully, we have at least two nests
on the go (males can have more than one female
and nest): I will be back at least in a couple of
weeks to see if they are feeding chicks.
Otherwise that morning it was hard work – just
too eye-wateringly windy. There were a couple
of northern wheatears on potato fields at Sypsies.
No sign of the flycatchers at Kilminning
although they will have been keeping to
sheltered cover. I can’t imagine they left the
night before. On a very windy morning
sometimes the only thing to do is seawatch so I
had a look from Fife Ness. The Firth of Forth
breeders were passing close in – gannets
particularly as they sheltered from the wind
before exiting the Forth. There were a lot of
fulmars further out and puffins heading back in
with the wind behind them. The puffins were
more obvious than usual because they were
flying high to get the maximum wind boost back
to the May Island. I should think they were
going faster than 60 kmh. Anything going north
was doing the opposite, staying low to minimise
the headwind, and the rough sea made most
things only intermittently visible behind the
waves. We sometimes get storm petrels past in
May – but they would have been hard to spot if
they were there.
It was really cold for May on the morning of the
11th. Three degrees with a reasonable wind to
make it feel even chillier. I took an exercise
cycle to Kilrenny just after sunrise in hope of a
hooded crow reported there recently. Lots of

carrion crows and jackdaws in the fields by the
common but no hooded crow, saving me from
the issue of deciding whether it is actually a real
species or not, and so suitable to add another
one to the Crail list. Having not seen it, I’ll keep
it as a sub-species. I was also hoping for lots of
corn buntings, but they thought it was very cold
as well and few were allocating any energy to
sing. There was a lot of singing in the more
sheltered woodland of the common - lots of
blackcaps. My route took me past Barnsmuir so
the highlight, like the day before, was the yellow
wagtails. There were two males and a third bird,
probably a female, in the same place as usual.
The males looked like they had too much time
on their hands, with females safely on early
nests so they could sing and strut around. Which
they were doing a lot of. Their choice of
strutting place and song perches is the main road
and the wooden posts on the verge. Even with
the Covid lack of traffic they spent a lot of their
time flying up out of the way, or even getting
blown off their song perches. But yellow
wagtails are a resilient, people and disturbance
adapted species – whether foraging among cattle
and herdsmen in West Africa, or elephant’s feet
in East Africa, or farm machinery in Fife. They
just popped back up and started singing again,
irrepressibly cheerful and so bright yellow. I was
cheered even as I was borderline hypothermic,
but it was a short trip back home to a hot cup of
coffee.

their way to the Arctic. The increase in ringed
plovers * is always noticeable mid-May at
Balcomie: the resident couple of pairs suddenly
become 20-40 birds for a week or two. Although
ringed plovers breed in Scotland, many breed

much further north in places like the far north of
Greenland where they will be side by side with
sanderling *, knot and turnstone that are
extreme Arctic breeders. Ringed plovers,
whether our residents breeding at the top of the
beaches at Sauchope and Balcomie, or the
migrants that may shuttle between Southern
Africa and Greenland, are well worth a closer
look. All plovers have a really nice look to them,
but ringed plovers particularly with their banded
head pattern and button eyes. But there is
something endearingly grumpy about them too.
By the 15th it warmed up, so last Friday was
more like spring again. The exceptionally dry
weather continued so it was another beautiful
morning out at Balcomie. There are only a few
female eiders left on the shore now, and I
watched one female being relentlessly harassed
by up to 11 males. She really didn’t look very
happy. Many duck species have a dubious life
history strategy, with males forcing themselves
on unpaired females, and much of the advantage
of a female of pairing with a fit male is to
prevent this happening. A lone female is in
trouble, although the eider this morning had I
think a male with it, but it couldn’t do anything
about ten rivals. Because female ducks look
after the eggs and chicks entirely themselves
then this type of male behaviour can succeed
evolutionarily.

The cold weather continued on the 12th. It was
up to 5 degrees that morning and with lighter
winds so compared to the day before it was
much warmer. But still cold enough to suppress
singing and activity. It had become busier on
Balcomie Beach though. Four northern

There were four northern wheatears on the
beach again at Balcomie, including one that was
relatively tame. Wheatears are usually hard to
get very close to, flitting off to land a few tens of
meters ahead of you as you approach, regardless
of how well you have been playing

wheatears, three whimbrels and a big mixed
flock of ringed plover, dunlin and sanderling, on
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They have everything – smart plumage, an
engaging manner and most importantly that
globe trotting cool.

grandmother’s footsteps. I have many favourite
birds, but a close encounter with any wheatear
species always pushes them into the top ten.

There was little bird song on the 15th
considering it was warmer that day. You can
appreciate it more at the moment with the lack
of motor sports at the airfield and kart track.
That said I watched several boy racers doing a
wildlife takeover on one of the runways at the
bottom of Kilminning. There were 8 hares
chasing each other, boxing and running races on
the track. It seems to be a great spring for hares.
I am seeing them everywhere around Crail and
they seem to be doing a lot of their mad March
stuff in May this year
* Photographs courtesy of John Anderson

Domestic Abuse - Support and Advice. A message
from the Fife Violence Against Women Partnership:

Spot the deer!!
Dennis Gowans

"Covid-19 presents particular challenges for women and
children living with domestic abuse. We are all staying
at home to protect ourselves from the Covid-19 virus,
but for some, periods of isolation and social distancing
will exacerbate experiences of domestic abuse,
effectively trapping them in unsafe situations with
limited access to vital support and escape.
Coercive control may intensify if women are ‘locked
down’ inside the home with their abuser and without
regular interaction with other people. Dependence on an
abuser may be exacerbated where there are additional
needs of any kind."
Domestic abuse or violence is a crime and should be
reported to the police - there are also other organisations
who can offer you help and support.
Call 999 if it’s an emergency or you’re in immediate
danger.
Is someone hurting you, or treating you badly? Are you
concerned about someone who may be at risk of harm or
neglect?
Call the Adult Protection Phone Line on 01383 602200
or in an emergency call 999. If you have concerns about
a child, call Social Work on 03451 55 15 03 or Police
101.

Community Asset Transfer Crail Community Hall
Representations
37 representations from the public have been received by Fife
Council in favour of the transfer, with no objections.
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FRESH EAST NEUK LOCAL SEAFOOD
Kirk Doig operates Carisma Seafood
(https://carismaseafood.co.uk/) a small
sustainable seafood operation, catching and
providing the freshest shore to plate
produce from the East Neuk of Scotland.
Unlike the larger commercial fishing
operations where the majority of the catch
is frozen and destined for overseas fish
markets in Europe, Kirk is determined to
ensure that the freshest and sustainably
caught Scottish langoustines are available
for customers within hours of coming
ashore. Carisma Seafood specialise in
catching langoustine but they are also able to help other East Neuk creel fisherman by selling their
lobster and crab within hours of coming ashore.
Carisma is the name of the "Kingfisher 26" prawn trawler that Kirk owns and fishes the seas located
off the South and Eastern coast of the East Neuk of Fife, Scotland. Despite being the smallest vessel
in the Pittenweem fleet, Carisma is a modern, well equipped fishing vessel.
TODAY'S CATCH
Catch Langoustines (fresh large Whole) £15.00 per kilo
Langoustines (live large tubbed Grade A) £20.00 per kilo
Langoustines (fresh medium whole) £10.00 per kilo
Langoustines (live medium tubbed Grade A) £15.00 per
kilo
Langoustines (tails) £10.00 per kilo
Lobster & crab (when available)
DELIVERY
Carisma has a new delivery vehicle with a chiller unit which will facilitate customer deliveries
throughout Edinburgh & Lothians (Thursday to Sunday), Fife and Tayside(Monday to Wednesday).
Delivery days vary depending on weather and catch with promotions of the best quality within hours
of being caught so please check to confirm availability and timings.
Collection from Pittenweem Harbour is also an option.
Contact Kirk Today
kirk@carismaseafood.co.uk
Keep Safe, by John P. Read
No more shaking hands.
Don't touch your face.
Never stand too close
In a crowded place.

Dark days are fast approaching.
We have to be aware.
Hygiene is our only shield
To this demon who waits out there.

A virus is amongst us.
It's roaming around our land.
It contaminates and does us harm
By the simple touch of our hands.

Our world is now at war
With an enemy that's unseen.
But we can beat the invader
If we all keep our hands squeaky clean.
Source: https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/
poem/keep-safe
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COVID-19 Support Pages
Parking Charges
All Fife Council parking charges at on-street
locations and in public car parks are suspended from
Thursday 9 April. In addition to suspending charges,
the local authority has also revealed it is suspending
time limited waiting at all locations; allowing parking
for any length of time across Fife. Other restrictions
such as yellow lines, loading bays and disabled
parking places will remain enforceable. This has been
carried out in
response to the
current COVID19 situation and
will help
safeguard access
for key workers
and local
communities.
Readers should check pay machines.

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice or a local
hospital please contact: 01333 451165
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COVID-19 Government advice
Stay at home. Essential travel does not
include visits to second homes, camp sites,
caravan parks or similar, whether for
isolation purposes or holidays. People must
remain in their primary residence. Not
taking these steps puts additional pressure
on communities and services that are
already at risk.
Only go outside for food, health reasons or
work (but only if you cannot work from
home)
If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away
from other people at all times
Wash your hands as soon as you get home
Do not meet others, even friends or
family.
You can spread the virus even if you don’t
have symptoms.
COVID19 Regulations Enforcement
A direct email for COVID 19 regulations
enforcement has been established by Fife
Council: covid19.enforcement@fife.gov.uk
for residents who wish to express concerns
about visitors at a property. Each report
will be allocated an officer and case
number.

COVID19 regulations enforcement in Crail
Crail Matters understands that Police Scotland have received a number of reports of holiday homes
being occupied, contrary to the Coronavirus regulations. All these reports, we understand, have been
investigated.
Crail Matters only works because you support it. May we take this opportunity to thank all those
people who have donated funds to us to keep our newsletter going. If you haven’t yet supported us, then
please consider doing so. We intend to continue to publish on Monday morning as usual for the duration
of the current emergency.

Read from left to right!!!
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Given the recent correspondence on second
homes, and the issues raised for broader
housing policy, the Editors have decided to
publish in full the following. It draws attention
to an enduring set of issues around housing
provision that have a particular resonance for
Crail, given the impending development of the
North Crail housing site. The Editors neither
endorse nor criticise current policies - but whilst
not all the opinions expressed in this piece will
necessarily be agreed with by everyone, it does
raise important issues.

system is an efficient and highly successful
machine – but only benefits those who already
have plenty.
Successive governments have fed the machine
with low interest rates, planning targets that
assist builders, help for prospective owners and
low regulation for finance and investors. This
primarily helps those with capital and housing
assets. The primary beneficiaries are investors
(already among the most affluent in society),
financial institutions and homeowners, all of
whose wealth has expanded massively.
So much for the good news. The bad news is that
most households, many of them in desperate
housing need, are excluded from this wealth. For
example in London, the bottom 40% of
households have no housing wealth at all.
This of course includes public housing tenants,
who have little or no personal wealth. But it also
includes private tenants who pay rents to
landlords, some of whom use their own gains as
owners to buy more properties to let. Money
flows to those in the property machine while
poverty, poor housing and worsening social
conditions go unchallenged.
There is no reason why resources cannot be
channelled into providing good quality, low cost,
secure and environmentally sympathetic homes
for their users. The problem is that this offers
little yield for investors.
While the high cost of tackling housing issues is
often cited as a reason for the lack of progress,
the reality is that significant public funds flow to
landlords, new homeowners and investors. This
occurs in the form of low tariffs on home
purchasing (compared with other countries);
housing benefit that flows to private landlords
(£23.4 billion in 2018); and the “help to buy”
programme, in which over £12 billion between
2013-2018 helped mostly wealthier homeowners
to buy over 200,000 homes.
In contrast, the government gives almost nothing
to local authorities to build (though they can

Coronavirus has shone a light on UK’s
housing crisis – here’s how it can be fixed
The UK’s housing crisis has been thrown into
sharp relief by COVID-19. Lockdown has been
especially difficult for the homeless and those
with young children living in overcrowded
homes without outdoor space. Private renters
who have lost their jobs face the prospect of
eviction and increasing numbers of homeless
people are unable to find support despite initial
announcements that they would be housed in
hotels.
For others, the lockdown effects are less
pronounced. An estimated 250,000 people left
London to live in second homes mainly in rural
and coastal locations. Meanwhile, investors have
started to look for bargain purchases to capitalise
from the fall in house prices.
Coronavirus may have accentuated these
inequities, but the housing system has looked
broken for years. Its dysfunction can be
superficially measured via massive housing
waiting lists, high rents and homes so expensive
that new generations can’t buy. Other signs
include homelessness and sofa surfing, rising
evictions, overcrowding, and young people
staying with parents for longer.
Underlying the froth of commentary and concern
is often significant misunderstanding of how the
housing system operates, and whose interests it
serves. Owners of land and housing have thrived
amid decades of housing policy and economic
management that do little or nothing to address
real human housing need.
Property vs people
Let’s begin with what might seem a
controversial proposition: the UK housing
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now borrow to build) while over the next four
years, it will give around £10 billion in grants to
housing associations. Funds to housing
associations are welcome but they have lately
become more commercial and have increased
their proportion of new developments on sale at
full market value. This is a long way from
offering substantial high quality, affordable and
secure social housing at a time of crisis.
What passes as housing policy today ensures
that the property lobby makes enormous profits;
that little or no social and affordable housing is
built; that homeowners generate a stake in the
value of their property, while private renters help
to support more affluent landlords. The UK’s
housing system is a wealth generator, but too
often it only deepens inequality, rather than
providing well- being for all.
Paving futures
There is nothing inevitable about the housing
problems experienced by low income
households and the homeless – choices can be
made and money can be found. Options include
deterring banks from lending to speculators
betting on rising land values, or measures to
ensure developers who build in areas of high
demand set aside 30% of new properties for
social housing tenants.
Other reforms could assist the large number of
renters who endure sub-standard
accommodation, but we might go still further.
Should private renting be encouraged? Why not
call out the sector as a largely redundant,
expensive drain on public and private resources
and work instead to promote owner occupation
and a high quality public rental sector?
In the meantime, the government could
disincentivise private landlordism; particularly
those who buy existing properties solely to
generate profit. Many investor landlords outcompete first-time homeowners in purchasing

power, too often letting properties in poor
condition and at high cost.
A significant public housing building
programme is needed in areas of high demand,
such as London. This would require local
authorities to borrow money at preferential
interest rates. Authorities that handle public
housing are currently underfunded, but revenue
for their programmes could be generated by
taxing the capital gains made from
homeownership, or annual taxes on wealth and
landlord purchases.
There’s also a strong case for nationalising land
in areas of high demand to facilitate new public
housing. Compulsory purchasing of land by the
state could be used to help local authorities and
housing associations to build good quality social
housing. We also support a new tax based on the
value of land. The UK government could apply
an arrangement similar to Singapore, where as
much
as 90% of the land is under the ownership of the
government but leased to developers so that
rising land values enrich the taxpayer instead.
Most, if not all, of these proposed reforms will
likely be opposed by those who currently profit
from the shortage of affordable housing. But
many new models for co-operative housing,
innovative co- housing developments and hightech or sustainable material uses are being
experimented with. The current crisis has starkly
shown how critical our homes are and how
vulnerable many are as a result of the choices we
have made to support homeowners and the
wealthy. Action for private tenants and the
homeless are urgently required.
Reprinted from ‘The Conversation’ 13 May
2020.. Rowland Atkinson Professor and
Research Chair in Inclusive Societies, University
of Sheffield and Keith Jacobs Professor of
Sociology and Director of the Housing and
Community Research Unit, University of
Tasmania
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council Notes
Next Community Council Meeting 25 May 7.15pm. We expect to use video
conferencing but this may change depending on the lockdown regulations.
If you wish to participate in the video conference please contact
crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining details.
The Community Council will no longer provide printed copies of Agendas, Minutes, etc. at meetings.
Please see website www.Crailcc.com for details.
The Community Council would like to remind people
that maintenance of commemorative benches is the
responsibility of the family who placed the bench. We
appreciate of course the difficulties of effecting repairs at
the moment but would respectfully ask families to check
on benches they may have responsibility for and when
conditions allow undertake such maintenance as
necessary. If this is not possible, but families would like
benches to be maintained, please contact the Community
Council, and it may be possible to arrange maintenance
at cost. If families no longer wish to keep a
commemorative bench, please let the Community
Council know and the space can be reused.

The Crail Seagull
I'm having difficulty with some of my relations, they will NOT
observe social distancing guidelines. I hope I don't have to
become too aggressive to get the message over.
You won't remember the Battle of Britain, it was the first major campaign to be
fought entirely in the air, the battle for the skies it was named. Well, it would
appear that there may be another battle for the skies in the East Neuk. Since the
RAF took away all their fighter jets and
parked them at Lossiemouth in 2014,
my pals and I have had dominance around here. I've been to
Lossiemouth, it's another nice wee town by the sea. We've
had no worries about being frightened half to death by
sneaky Typhoons, they're on you before you know it, they
move so fast and look like giant seagulls to me. Anyway, it
seems that they are coming back to Leuchars while they
tarmac the runways at their new home. We will have to stay
alert! Do you think they could do the potholes in the roads if
there's any left over?
The best source
for up to date
local information
about Crail is
crail.info - you
can register there
for email updates.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Crail Community to
join. An application form can be found
here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material
for publication in a variety of formats, but
we prefer .jpg and .pdf copy. We would
urge anyone submitting material to have
regard to efficient use of space - we cannot
guarantee to publish in original format
large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday 5.00pm before
publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right
to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team this week:
Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John Wilson
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