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Crail: The Jewel of the East Neuk.
A Note from the Editorial Team
Are you managing? Do you need help with shopping? Call 07376 531092 - it’s there for you.
In these times when it’s difficult to meet friends, we are happy to publish notices, messages, etc.
Just send them in to crailmatters@gmail.com.
COVID-19 Local Update
Community volunteers are available to assist
anyone who needs shopping delivered. Call
07376 531092. If you want to volunteer call
07376 531092

deliveries in Crail of their farm baked bread
www.lochaberfarm.com
Ardross Farm Shop will deliver to Crail (fee
£4.50). Call 01333 331400, email
info@ardrossfarm.co.uk. Further details from
the website at http://bit.ly/33pVhxN
For up to date local information, go to crail.info. Shells will deliver free of charge locally.
You can register there for email updates.
Payment preferred by bank transfer. Contact Face Book page, 01333 450200 or 07794332696
At the time of writing home delivery can be
Bowhouse online shop (https://
ordered:
openfoodnetwork.org.uk/bowhouse-link/shop#/
Penmans 01333 450218
home) orders delivered in Crail Saturday if
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop - if
placed online Wednesday by 1.00pm online.
possible, email your order to
Opening times:
crispinrainbow@gmail.com the day before your Barnetts 8.30-1.00pm
required delivery. You can also use mobile
Greens 9-3.00pm
number 07910253681 .
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop 9.30 til
Greens 01333 450010. Free delivery on orders
5.30pm Monday to Saturday, Sunday closed
over £10 in Crail every day except Sunday and
Co-op 7.00am-8.00pm (vulnerable 8-9am,
Kingsbarns on a Wednesday and a Saturday, pre Sunday 10-11am) - follow one way system
ordering 9-11am one day in advance is ideal
Pharmacy normal business hours
especially for fish as it allows us to order what's Penmans Mon-Tues, Thur-Sat 6.30am-3.00pm ,
required
Wed, 6.30-1230
Lochaber Farm is offering to make home
Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland has a whole range of information and resources for this
time churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/services-online
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal Church is webcasting at 10am each Sunday
(zoom.stasstas@gmail.com). Episcopal Church resources https://www.scotland.anglican.org/
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Thrift is
a Virtue,
and a
Joy.
Dennis
Gowans

Crail Matters only works because you support it.
May we take this opportunity to thank all those
people who have donated funds to us to keep our
newsletter going. If you haven’t yet supported us,
then please consider doing so. We intend to continue
to publish on Monday morning as usual for the
duration of the current emergency.

The impact of conservation
on the communities of the
East Neuk of Fife
Kosi Arter is a postgraduate
student at the University of
Edinburgh studying
Architectural Conservation and
she is currently working on her
final dissertation. Her research
project aims to understand the
impact of conservation on the
communities of the East Neuk
of Fife, with analysis of both
the physical fabric of the area,
as well as the opinions,
attitudes and approaches of the
local population to
conservation and development
in the different villages
through a community survey.
The research will be based an
online survey, and will take
between 5-10 minutes to
complete. The information
provided will remain
confidential and it does not
require any personal
information from participants.
The information will be used as
part of the analysis, and the
final report including analysis
from the results of this survey
will be submitted to the
University of Edinburgh (The
Scottish Centre for
Conservation Studies). The
survey can be found at: https://
forms.gle/
8JRJWqvCundY58pv8.
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COVID-19 Support Pages
COVID19 Regulations Enforcement A direct email for COVID 19 regulations enforcement has
been established by Fife Council: covid19.enforcement@fife.gov.uk enquiries and complaints
relating to commercial businesses. Concerns about people visiting or staying in holiday homes or
social distancing issues such as public gatherings, should call Police Scotland on 101.
Legionella risks during the coronavirus outbreak
Employers, the self-employed and people in control of premises, such as landlords, have a duty to
identify and control risks associated with legionella. If your building was closed or has reduced
occupancy during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, water system stagnation can occur due to
lack of use, increasing the risks of Legionnaires’ disease. You should review your risk assessment
and manage the legionella risks to protect people when the water system is reinstated or returned to
use. If the water system is still used regularly, maintain the appropriate measures to prevent
legionella growth. You can find out what Legionnaires’ disease is, where it comes from, how people
get it and symptoms and treatment by reading HSE guidance at: https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/
books/l8.htm
CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice or a
local hospital please contact: 01333 451165
Coronavirus Microsite
NHS Fife and Fife’s Health and Social Care
Partnership have launched a new website for
members of the public which contains the latest
information on COVID-19 and on our services
and hospitals during the Coronavirus outbreak.
The Coronavirus microsite has helpful
information on:
- Signs and symptoms of Covid-19
- What to do if you are unwell
- Information on prevention and treatment of
Coronavirus
- Advice on how to care for people with Covid19 symptoms
- Information on changes to services
For further information visit https://
coronavirus.nhsfife.org/
Dementia Care Service
The Dementia Friendly Fife Project has been
suspended but Alzheimer Scotland is
encouraging anyone looking for advice and
support to use their 24-hour Freephone Dementia
Helpline on 0808 808 3000 or go to
www.alzscot.org. The helpline provides support
and information if you or a family member need
help with things such as shopping or collecting
medication.

Test-Treat-Isolate-Support (TTIS)
This is the name of the Scottish approach to
introduce widespread community testing and
early identification of people at risk of
transmitting the virus to others in their
households, during their commutes, at
workplaces, and leisure locations. This is the
next critical public health approach as we look
towards a phased easing of the current
population lockdown situation. The Scottish
Government laid out the approach on 4th May,
now implemented, in TTIS-a public health
approach to maintaining low levels of
community transmission of COVID_19 in
Scotland. Each step – Testing, Tracing,
Isolation and Support for those who need it
whilst in isolation is crucial. Fife along with
two other Health Board areas has been chosen
to test the details of the processes required to
deliver this programme. This service is now up
and running in all Health Boards. https://
www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid19-test-trace-isolate-support/
Cancer Care The Fife Macmillan Improving
the Cancer Journey Service is continuing to
accept self-referrals and referrals from health
professionals to offer telephone assessments to
people affected by cancer. Staff are all
equipped to work from home and we can
signpost people to the Macmillan helpline on
0808 808 0000 for further support and advice.
We will also be able to signpost to other
organisations within Fife where support is
available. For further information email
improving.cancerjourney@fife.gov.uk or
phone 01592 578076 or visit https://
www.fifehealthandsocialcare.org/icj/.
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COVID-19 Support Pages

Changes to Lockdown rules

Recycling
Some Fife recycling centres are reopening on 1 June and you must
pre-book before you can access
these.
Our priority is to keep you, local
communities and our staff safe.
This is why we’ll be operating a bit
differently. To ensure physical
distancing and to manage traffic we will have strict
measures in place. These include restricting the numbers
of people on the sites at one time and limiting the types
of recycling and waste accepted.
Dunfermline, Kirkcaldy, Glenrothes, St Andrews and
Lochgelly recycling centres will be open from 1 June, 7
days a week, by appointment only.
Our initial focus is making sure waste that can’t be stored
safely at home can be disposed of. We’re currently only
accepting materials that typically go into your kerbside
bins (except food waste) - landfill, green garden waste,
paper and cardboard and cans and plastics.
When visiting any recycling centre, please:
Book an appointment online: www.fife.gov.uk/
recyclingcentres
Check that your waste materials can be taken to the site
at present.
Arrive at your allocated time booked online.
Have your booking confirmation and ID with you–
driving licence or council tax bill.
Thank you for continuing to recycle and for your
patience in these challenging times.
We’re picking up all household bins, and community
recycling points https://bit.ly/3d89GCV continue to be
serviced. We know that there will be a high demand for
recycling centres when they re-open so please continue
to use your kerbside bins for as much waste as possible.
Online Stress Control Class
Whilst the NHS and HSE can’t deliver our Stress Control
classes in the community just now, Dr Jim White will,
instead, live-stream the classes, free-of-charge. You can
watch the sessions either in the afternoon or evening.
Go to https://stresscontrol.org/dates/ to get all the
dates. To find out more about Stress Control go to
https://stresscontrol.org/stress-control/
All you need to successfully complete this class is to
watch each of the six sessions, read the booklets and
use the relaxation and mindfulness. You can find the
sessions on YouTube.
YOU DO NOT NEED TO REGISTER OR LOG-IN! Please
stream/download the booklets and relaxation that can
be found, free-of-charge, in the Free zone below. If you
can, please read, and start work on, the four ‘Preparing
for the course’ booklets before the first session.
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Last Friday The First Minister, Nicola
Sturgeon, confirmed:
1. People from two different households
will be able to meet, but must keep two
metres apart
2.They must also remain outdoors, and
in groups of no more than eight.
3. From Friday "most outdoor work that
has been put on hold can resume". This
will see garden centres opening their
doors again and site preparation
beginning in the construction industry,
with recycling centres re-opening from
Monday.
4. From Monday, teachers and other
staff will be able to return to schools to
prepare for re-opening with a "blended
model" of classroom and at-home
learning, although most pupils will not
return until 11 August.
People are still being urged to "stay at
home as much as possible", with Ms
Sturgeon warning that the virus "is still
out there". Ms Sturgeon said there had
been a "sustained and unmistakable"
downward trend in the spread of the
virus over a number of weeks, meaning
changes could now be made. But she
warned that "we have limited room for
manoeuvre" and "need to get the balance
right".
People will be allowed to sit out and
sunbathe in parks and open areas, and
travel within their local area for exercise
- although there is "strong advice" not to
travel more than five miles for leisure.
Ms Sturgeon said she did not want to see
large numbers of people heading to
beauty spots, warning that "crowds bring
more risk than we judge is acceptable or
safe at this point". Members of two
different households will be allowed to
meet up so long as they remain outdoors
"in a park or private garden" and stay
2m (6ft) apart. Ms Sturgeon said the
total number of people taking part in any
meeting should not exceed eight, and
that it was "strongly recommended that
you don't meet with more than one other
household per day". She said people
should continue to "stay at home as
much as possible", adding: "The virus is

Changes to Lockdown rules continued.

still out there - lockdown is being modified
slightly, but it is not over."

Playgrounds and sports courts can reopen, and
professional sport can begin again.

The fours phases of lockdown easing:
Phase 1: Virus not yet contained but cases are
falling. From 28 May you will be able to meet
another household outside in small numbers.
Sunbathing is allowed, along with some outdoor
activities like golf and fishing. Garden centres and
drive-through takeaways can reopen, some outdoor
work can resume, and childminding services can
begin.

Phase 3: Virus suppressed. You can meet people
from more than one household indoors. Nonessential offices would reopen, along with gyms,
museums, libraries, cinemas, larger shops, pubs,
restaurants, hairdressers and dentists. Live events
could take place with restricted numbers and
physical distancing restrictions. Schools should
reopen from 11 August.

Phase 2: Virus controlled. You can meet larger
groups outdoors, and meet another household
indoors. Construction, factories, warehouses,
laboratories and small shops can resume work.

Phase 4: Virus no longer a significant threat.
University and college campuses can reopen in
full, mass gatherings are allowed. All workplaces
open and public transport is back at full capacity.

The winner of the ENCEPT Face Mask competition
My name is Ella I am eight years old; I go to Crail Primary
School.
I got the idea for my mask looking in windows and seeing the
rainbows while walking through Crail. The 'stay safe' part I got
from mummy, daddy and granny, they watch lots of news, and
there was a table with words on it that said "stay at home,
support the NHS, stay safe " and I thought that 'stay safe' was a
good title, but for what? We went on a walk past the pharmacy
and saw the poster for the face mask competition and that's when
I thought of stay safe as a title.
During lockdown I have been learning lots of different things
and my gran was teaching sewing, so I made the mask with her.
I drew the design on fabric and sewed it on the sewing machine.
I enjoyed using the sewing machine I want to sew again. I will
wear my mask when mum takes me to the shops. I was pleased
when I won the competition. Thank you ENCEPT for my
Amazon voucher!
stay safe everyone!
Ella
Ella’s granny won the Adult prize!!

Eden Movement
Eden Movement are a parkour and gymnastics club (Club Fife Accredited) who operate out of Waid
Community Campus.
The club coaches have begun posting daily videos of gymnastics-related challenges which are safe for
participants to try at home and which children can work towards to earn Proficiency Award badges. The
current videos allow children to complete the first badge (award 8) so they are suitable for beginners
who haven't done gymnastics before. Their next sets of videos will build on from this, covering the floor
and body conditioning elements of awards 7 and 6. The videos are targeted towards those who have
never attended the club sessions before and/or families who are aiming to keep active during lock-down.
Ruth and Jamie (club coaches) are currently posting them on Facebook (@edenmovementfife) and
Instagram (@edenmovement_). The coaching videos are completely free to access, although badges will
cost a couple of pounds as they will need to be bought from British Gymnastics and posted.
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell

Photographs by John Anderson
The beaches to the north of Balcomie had even
more Arctic bound shorebirds on the 24th. There
were over 250 sanderling, 50 dunlin, 75 ringed

plover, 50 turnstone, 6 whimbrel and a bartailed godwit. They were congregating on the
piles of now well-rotted seaweed, with a lot of
jostling between birds caught between their
wintering habit of forming big groups and their
summer habit of maintaining territories. It is
always surprising how many individuals aren’t
in their summer plumage yet despite the
breeding season being only three weeks away
for even the most northerly breeders. Some
shorebirds take a summer off breeding; many
live a long time and can afford to prioritise their
own condition and lifespan to increase their
chance of breeding successfully in the future.
Individuals may be forced to do this because
they can’t regain good condition after bad luck
or a bad winter and so their lack of summer
plumage reflects this. The bar-tailed godwit that
morning, for example, looked like a pale winter
bird rather than showing the gorgeous bright
brick red underparts of a breeder.
The house martins are making up for lost time
after their late arrival this spring. The usual
breeding sites around Crail have got nest
building and scrapping birds around them
constantly. There are house martin colonies at
Roome Bay Avenue, Balcomie Castle, the old
life boat house and pro shop at Crail golf course
and the toilet block at Sauchope caravan park. I
watched a pair at Balcomie last week. I was
trying to work out the dynamics of what was
going on. A pair was flying up to the remains of
last year’s nest and sitting there, occasionally
close together, occasionally scrapping. I took a

photo to try to work out if it was a pair. Females
are a bit bigger than males and have browner
feathers particularly at the top of the tail. These
features didn’t prove to be very helpful because
the bigger of the two had a male looking tail
and the smaller looked like a pristine male, but
with a female looking tail. And both birds had
lots of duller flight feathers, looking sunbleached after a long winter of constant daily
African sunlight (a bird that is flying all the
time must get more UV damage to its flight
feathers than something like a nightingale or a
whitethroat that likes to skulk). House martins
moult completely in Africa each winter so you
can’t tell the younger birds at this time of year
(most birds that are 1 year old can be aged
because they retain some of their first year,
juvenile feathers). But this seems to be a patchy
affair in house martins with some old feathers
retained, and these go very brown and sun
faded regardless of age. The house martins I see
in Nigeria in November look very brown and
ragged so I think they are moulting at this time,
leaving several months for even their new
feathers to age. Occasionally you see a very
pristine house martin but not often. Lots of
other similar species have very neat plumage
when breeding but not house martins for some
reason. As I was looking at the house martins
closely I noticed again their feathered feet.
House martins never walk – another shuffler
like the arctic terns, and only when they need to
pick up mud for their nests – and so have barely

Wild Crail cont.

any legs at all and they are completely covered
with feathers. All the better for keeping their feet
warm, with no need to worry about the feathers
getting in the way of walking.
There were some more spotted flycatchers about
on the 25th. There were two at the top of
Kilminning in the same place as the three eleven
days before. They were keeping close together and
making a circuit around the tops of the sycamores,
oaks and pines, only occasionally coming out into
the open. Much more like a breeding pair than a
couple of migrants. But then as I entertained this
theory a third flew over towards the golf course.
And then later there was a fourth down at the
bottom of Kilminning. I won’t completely give up
on the hope of a breeding pair: the top of
Kilminning is just fine for them and 40 years ago I
would be expecting a pair to breed somewhere like
this every year. But it is probably just an odd year
when the winds have pushed the westerly birds our
way. I suspect this is how colonisation events
happen though: after all the yellow wagtails
weren’t here until five years ago and reappeared
after a good spring when a couple of pairs arrived
simultaneously on passage. Fingers crossed.

Eden estuary to start their non-breeding season
early. In contrast, the other new species, four knot
further up the beach, could still be heading north to
start their breeding season. Like the many
sanderling and turnstone on the beach around
them, they are extreme northerly breeders. They
have one of the shortest breeding seasons with
barely any time sandwiched between the last snow

There were two new shorebirds joining the usual
crowd on Balcomie beach on the 26th. The sun
was in my eyes so I didn’t notice four black-tailed
godwits until they flew up in front of me, gaining

of June and the first snows of August.

height and heading off strongly northwards up the
coast. It’s late for breeding birds to be moving. The
furthest north black-tailed godwits breed is
Iceland, and the breeding season there has been
going for three weeks. They breed across central
Europe (even some in southern England) and there,
the breeding season will have started in April. So I
think these birds have probably failed already,
perhaps lost their mate, or even lost their breeding
site, and so are headed back to somewhere like the

There were eider chicks to be seen last week
despite the strong winds over the weekend before
last which must have made it difficult for them to
get across safely from the May island. There were
good size groups in a couple of places along the
shore at Balcomie and another at Sauchope. The
ratio of adult females to the number of chicks is
high though suggesting that many chicks didn’t
make it. Eiders have about 5 chicks so the ratio
should be 4 or 5 chicks to every female to start
with, and at the moment this ratio is more like 2 to
1. Still they breed every year and live a long time,
so they only need to get a couple of chicks to
adulthood in the long run.
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Wild Crail cont.

After the returning black-tailed godwits of the
day before, the first goosander of the summer on
the 27th. We always have about 30 or 40
goosanders spending the summer at the
Balcomie and most arrive in July. Last week’s
bird seems a bit early, but even so it could be a
male that has already finished a successful
breeding season in Scandinavia (or Scotland).
Male ducks are more or less redundant after
mating and that may have happened six weeks
ago. If the first returning bird was a male – and
goosander males look just like females during
their summer moult – then it has already gone
through a body moult and lost its peach body
feathers, and dark green head. It can now spend
the next three months along the quiet Balcomie
shore catching lots of small fish and using this
energy to grow new feathers and a bright
plumage for next year’s brief breeding season.

and about. The starlings were making their very
grumpy churring calls all last week to indicate
that their chicks have started to fledge. I saw one
just out of the nest at Balcomie Castle, keeping
well within the cover of an elder bush. They are
very vulnerable and the carrion crows have
starling chicks on the menu for a couple of
weeks until they get flight capable. Best for the
new fledglings to hide. That said there were
three young starlings later, on the strandline with
some adults on Balcomie Beach. They must have
fledged at least a week ago.
And then some great chick news: last Friday
there were three new shelduck chicks on show
from the pair at the north end of the golf course.
Not the big numbers of last year, so perhaps
there was a mate change over the winter, and this
was why there was all the fighting earlier in the
season. Even so great to see the shelducks with
some chicks and I will keep my fingers crossed
for the other pairs between this one and Crail.

On the 29th it was all about the chicks as more
and more species were getting their young out

Crail’s
Headless
Knight
Colin
Morrison

IT WISNAE ME! On Wednesday morning last week I was informed by my daughter that my
email account had been hacked. An email had been sent to everyone on my contacts list purporting
to have come from me. Apparently it read "Can you do me a favour?" The recipient then clicks on
"reply" and says "yes, of course. How can I help you?". Another email is sent to the respondent
saying that I needed help to purchase an Amazon voucher for my niece's birthday. Now, quite a lot
of people responded to this. Some realised the language used was not typical of the way I would
write and became suspicious at this point. Some continued the conversation and I very much hope
no-one gave their bank account details, which of course is what is was all about.This is a very
clever scam because the hook is Can you do me a favour? Which made most people respond. By
replying to the scammer, of course their own contact list is now compromised.I had received a
similar email a couple of weeks ago from someone I know, which is no doubt how they got my
details.I have not seen the email in question, or of course the replies as they were not sent to me.It
was very distressing, the phone rang all day and people came round to let me know. I was very
worried for the people who had replied, but the damage was done by then. It is likely that now the
scammer has all these contacts lists that many more local people will receive similar emails.IF
YOU DO PLEASE SEND THEM TO TRASH IMMEDIATELY. DO NOT REPLY.I was struck
through, by the kindness of so many people who said yes of course, what can I do.
Helen Byres
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Hedge cutting and the law
Some mature hedgerows are protected by law but this
wouldn’t normally apply to garden hedges.
We recommend not cutting hedges and trees between March
and August as this is the main breeding season for nesting
birds, although some birds may nest outside this period.
It is an offence under Section 1 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act of 1981 to intentionally take, damage or
destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being
built, or to intentionally kill, injure or take chicks or adults,
or intentionally take or destroy any eggs.
It is an intentional act, for example, if you or your
neighbour know there is an active nest in the hedge and still
cut the hedge, damaging or destroying the nest or contents
in the process.
If someone is cutting a hedge during this period, speak to
them and politely mention the risk to birds’ nests, and the
laws protecting nests.
If they proceed, and you know there is an active nest at risk,
contact the police on 101, and ask for a reference number.

Alice Taylor

Crane flies are pollinators too!
(Spotted on the Fife Coastal Path.) Gordon Baxter

Colin Morrison
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Letters to the Editor

Crail Matters newsletter is more than just a
weekly information sheet that advertises
coffee mornings and other events, it seeks to
inform and widen debate going outwith the
30 mile limits to obtain other perspectives.
‘The Conversation’ is just that: (a) talk
between two or more people in which
thoughts, feelings, ideas are expressed,
questions asked and answered, or news and
information is exchanged.” The debate on
additional housing is more than valid. If
locals and even second homeowners do not
engage in a sensible conversation, house
builders will build what they want to build as
long as it doesn’t affect their profit margin.
They do not live locally so what does it
matter if homes are not in keeping with the
area?
I am a member of the Editorial Team, these
views are entirely my own and do not reflect
the opinions of other members. Unlike many
correspondents, I am happy to have my name
and address published.

Sir
Crail Now and Then
Your readers might be interested in watching a
video I made “Crail Then And Now”; a pictorial
review of the changes over 100 years in the Royal
Burgh of Crail. It can be seen on my Youtube
channel through the link https://youtu.be/
7upFsBGjBKs.
Yours
Robert Smith, Andover
Holiday and Second Homes
Sir
In response to the anonymous second-home
owner's rant in today's edition of Crail Matters I
suggest that one needs to read no further than its
first brief paragraph. If this person feels the
necessity to claim anonymity for fear of having
his/her windows smashed then with that low an
opinion of the resident population the inescapable
conclusion must be that we are quite an unsuitable
community in which to have a second home,
whatever its origins, and that, equally inescapably
he/she should sell up.

Yours etc
Julie Middleton, Fife Ness

Yours
J. Clayton, Crail.
Sir
I refer to recent correspondence regarding ‘The
Conversation’ in which some second homeowners
appear to be highly defensive of any criticism. I
admit that the debate is heated but the attitude of
some of your correspondents adds fuel to the fire.
In normal times, I have few objections to second
homeowners or businesses that bring visitors to our
lovely wee town however, we are not currently
living in normal times. Many second homeowners
have breached government advice to “Stay at
Home”, three short words all containing one
syllable, what is so difficult about understanding
this advice? We have heard all the flimsy reasons
from ‘checking the heating system’ to ‘only
dropping off a few things’ but requiring a stay of 7
days or more in which to achieve this. None of these
excuses are valid reasons for travel. It is behaviour
such as this that gives rise to resentment of second
homeowners. I assume many will wish to retire to
Crail so why incur the displeasure of existing
residents? Health care in the East Neuk is precarious
and often difficult to obtain so staying in a house
that is not your primary residence is, in my opinion,
unacceptable. Anyone can trip and fall or become
unexpectedly ill and require medical attention.
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Sir,
I have just read the letter regarding the
treatment of owners of second homes, and
can only add my support to and agreement
with the writer. It's very hurtful to those
affected and damaging to the village to see
how much animosity exists towards so-called
"outsiders", who do indeed contribute
enormously to local businesses. The article of
the previous week and the article about §106
were also totally opposed to persons choosing
to have a second home in the lovely and
traditional village of Crail. Is this the opinion
of residents in Crail? Let's hope not.!
Name and address supplied
Sir,
In response to the letter (name and address
not supplied) in Crail Matters (Monday 25th
May 2020) regarding second homes.
Crail is a thriving and bustling village - a lot
goes on , many villagers and second home
owners get involved and help make things
happen. Just as you cannot really speak for
all second home owners I cannot speak for all
permanent residents. However, I can say that
second home owners and what they bring to
the area is very much appreciated. I have
many second home owners as friends and I
look forward to them coming at weekends or

Letters to the Editor continued

in the holidays. They are disappointed and upset
not to be able to come to Crail this summer but
they have stayed away. These are not normal
times, in fact, to quote everyone, these are
unprecedented times. Please take a bit of time to
consider why permanent residents might be upset
if second home owners have visited their homes
during these very stressful lockdown times.
Firstly, and most importantly, people were asked
not to travel to their second homes but to stay at
home in their main residences , by the
government. Although a few high profile cases of
those in prominent positions, doing otherwise,
has probably not helped. The NHS and Council
Services to Crail are stretched at the best of times.
There are people in the background of Crail who
constantly fight to try and retain service levels in
the area , which is difficult with local council and
NHS service cuts. A particularly successful recent
campaign was to fight for out of hours doctor
coverage in St Andrews. As the writer points out,
our population consists of a large number of
people in the older age bracket. The Coronavirus
is particularly hard on the older age bracket. It is
frightening and we have a number of people in our
area who have been advised to shield and we want
to protect them. Through the pages of Crail
Matters you can see all the great things that our
community and shops are doing. Residents worry,
legitimately, that if people come into the area,
against government advice, the virus will spread
to our area. There are, contrary to your comments,
many many second homes in Crail , but further,
there are many second homes in the whole of the
East Neuk area. If all came at once (if it was
alright for one it would be alright for all?) - the
risk of virus spread and the potential strain on the
local services, and particularly the NHS could be
huge. It’s a time for kindness and respect - but it is
also a time of fear and stress. It is regrettable that
people are feeling got at - both residents and
second home owners , and certainly if people feel
A note from Kingsbarns Community Council
Please note that we have been advised by Fife
Coast and Countywide Trust that the Kingsbarns
Beach Car Park will be closed on Tuesday and
Wednesday 2
and 3 June for
resurfacing work
to take place.
For further
information
contact the Trust
on 013451 55 55
55 ext 444981
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threatened they need to contact the police. I hope
this is not the case but it is surely totally
understandable that people are worried and
stressed. As we are beginning the small steps out
of lockdown and if we all follow the guidance
we’ll be fully out of it sooner. We look forward to
being able to welcome our second home owner
friends back to our village. Hopefully that’s not
too long now.
Jude Gallon, Crail
This Letters thread on Holiday and Second
Homes is now closed.
Sir
Fife Council
Coming back from collecting my paper this
morning I
noticed that
there was a
Fife Council
van parked on
the street
outside our
house. One of
the bin wagons
was parked on
the other side of the road.
I'd seen the van before recently but had no idea
what it was.
It is a mobile toilets and hand washing for the bin
men. How good is that? It's taken a pandemic for
these blokes to be provided with proper facilities,
and they've kept our bins emptied throughout. I
dread to think how they managed before, best not
to go there.
Well done Fife Council. We don't often say that.
I asked permission to take the photo.
Helen Byres, Crail
Grace Brown
Grace Brown, of Charles Street Pittenweem,
died 28 May in St. Andrews.
Grace had been a (the?) banker in Crail and had
come to Pittenweem from Glasgow in the 1970’s
when her mother bought 2 or 3 wee cottages in
Charles Street. She was 83 and had never
married; her niece has been Grace’s closest
relative and has spent a lot of this year either
with Grace in Grace's home or has been living in
Grace’s house whilst spending much of her time
with Grace in St. Andrews.

Caiplie Caves
A couple of Crail Community Council
members recently cleared Caiplie
caves and the surrounding area of
rubbish. As we are emerging slowly
from lockdown into a wonderfully
warm and sunny summer in the East
Neuk let’s all remember to take our
rubbish home. A big thanks to Crail
Pharmacy for providing gloves and
rubbish bags. Regrettably further
reports have been received since this
of more rubbish deposited.
Lost and Found.
Last Tuesday in Denburn Wood a Fife
concessionary travel pass was found. To reunite
it with its owner please call Paul on 01333 451
439.

Lawnmower for sale
Bosch Rotak 34R rotary lawnmower bought for my
garden, but it's too big. It hasn't been used, only
assembled. Paid £120 for it and am open to offers.
My mobile number is :- 07899791030
Fly Tipping Kilmining

Crail Matters has received reports that there has been fly-tipping at
Kilminning car park in recent days. First there was what looked like
some old furniture (and more) and now someone has added what
looks likes a load of felt from a flat roof to the same spot. There are
also several black plastic sacks half-hidden beneath one of the rose
bushes, not too far away, which look like they contain a number of
large tins (maybe paint?). They've been there for a while longer. We
also understand that campers were using the area over last weekend.
Notice to Mariners
Mariners are advised that the survey vessel,
Glomar Wave, commenced the Neart na
Gaoithe Offshore Wind Farm unexploded
ordnance (UXO) clearance campaign on 3rd
May 2020. The clearance activities have
started in the offshore wind farm area and will
be followed by the export cable corridor.
Visual confirmation and radar, where
necessary, are established before any
detonations or removal operations take place.
Additionally, the vessel is broadcasting
Sécurité messages every 30 minutes starting at
2 hours prior to a planned detonation, and then
every 15 minutes when within an hour of
detonation. The ‘Sécurité’ Message is
transmitted on IMM VHF Channel 16. Vessels
are reminded to remain at least 500 m away
from the vessel and at least 1.5 km from the
UXO clearance location during detonations.
Spot the dog, waiting for the ball to be
thrown! Dennis Gowans
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council Notes
Next Community Council Meeting 25 May 7.15pm. We will conduct the meeting using
video conferencing.
If you wish to participate in the video conference please contact
crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining details.
The Community Council will no longer provide printed copies of Agendas, Minutes, etc. at meetings.
Please see website www.Crailcc.com for details.
The following are request for support for measures to improve and assist social distancing, walking and
cycling, and traffic calming during the pandemic crisis by Crail Community Council. This was
discussed and agreed at the Community Council virtual monthly meeting on Monday 25th May 2020.
1) St.Andrews Road - extend the footpath from the Community Hall down to the bus stop and also the
short stretch up Bowling Green Close to the school. This would obviously involve traffic calming
measures to make it work.
2) A more ambitious project that would have other implications, however it would be great to have a
proper footpath out Balcomie Road to Kilminning. That would require the road to be changed to having
passing places instead of the very narrow ‘race track ‘ and might be no bad thing. Would slow down
rushing golfers and tractor drivers!
3) It has been suggested that we seek again to have the speed limit lowered to 20mph throughout
Crail,
4) Traffic calming at Orchard park, and a dedicated temporary cycle lane through the High St ( where
vehicles can drive but must give way)
5) Close vehicular access in Shoregate from Castle St to the harbour to all vehicles except for
residences and businesses.
Planing Application Sauchope Caravan Park
A planning application has been received from Sauchope Caravan Park to infill with further caravan
sites an area created by the already granted extension to the park.

The Crail Seagull
I'm shocked! I saw things lying around and swooped down to check it out, just in case
someone had thrown out bread for me. You know me, I never miss an opportunity.
Well, imagine my horror when I saw that they were hands! Has the East Neuk had a
mass murderer who had gone on the rampage, dismembered the victims and scattered
their hands around? On closer inspection, I saw that they were the things that some humans wear on
their hands. I was relieved that there's no mass murderer around but confused as why these folks would
just throw them away. Probably the same folks who bag up the dog poo and leave that around too. How
disappointing.
The best source
for up to date
local information
about Crail is
crail.info - you
can register there
for email updates.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Crail Community to
join. An application form can be found
here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material
for publication in a variety of formats, but
we prefer .jpg and .pdf copy. We would
urge anyone submitting material to have
regard to efficient use of space - we cannot
guarantee to publish in original format
large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday 5.00pm before
publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right
to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team this week:
Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, John Wilson

13

