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Crail Matters
Crail Matters is currently only made available
online, for a number of reasons not least of
which is hygiene and safety. This probably
leaves part of our community unable to
access Crail Matters at a time when the
newsletter carries a lot of useful and
informative articles.
In 2019 Crail Community Partnership (CCP)
acquired £4,000 of funding from Fife Council
and The National Lottery to support the
continuation of The Monday Club (a social
club for the elderly). This club did restart in
late 2019 but of course had to stop just before
lockdown. The lack of Crail Matters paper
copy and the opportunity to attend Monday
Club is probably impacting the same group of
people. CCP are proposing to use the Monday
Club funding to create paper copies of Crail
Matters and use a volunteer group to deliver
to those that cannot access Crail Matters
online.
Firstly, we need to determine if there is a
large enough interest. If you, or you know of
someone that cannot access Crail Matters
online and you think would benefit from
receiving it, please provide the name and
address to either
dennisgowans@btinternet.com
or crailmatters@gmail.com.
Secondly, if you are willing to be part of the
volunteer group that would help deliver Crail
Matters in your part of Crail, please also
contact either dennisgowans@btinternet.com
or crailmatters@gmail.com.

Hedges and edges trimmed and
(most!) of the weeds gone.
Thanks to the many volunteers who
are helping to keep Victoria Gardens
and Crail beautiful.

COVID-19 Local Update
Community volunteers have now been stood down. If you need assistance contact
crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com or crailmatters@gmail.com
For up to date local information, go to crail.info. You can register there for email updates.
At the time of writing home delivery can be ordered:
Penmans 01333 450218
Greens 01333 450010. Delivery in Crail Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday and
Kingsbarns on a Wednesday and a Saturday, pre ordering 9-11am one day in advance is
ideal especially for fish as it allows us to order what's required. There is a small delivery
charge of £1.35 to partially cover labour and bank charges.
Lochaber Farm is offering to make home deliveries in Crail of their farm baked bread
www.lochaberfarm.com
Ardross Farm Shop will deliver to Crail (fee £4.50). Call 01333 331400, email
info@ardrossfarm.co.uk. Further details rom the website at http://bit.ly/33pVhxN
Shells will deliver free of charge locally. Payment preferred by bank transfer. Contact Face Book page, 01333 450200 or 07794332696
Bowhouse online shop (https://openfoodnetwork.org.uk/bowhouse-link/shop#/home)
orders delivered in Crail Saturday if placed online Wednesday by 1.00pm online.
All local shops are now open. Opening times we have been informed of are:
Barnetts 8.30-1.00pm
Greens 9-3.00pm
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop Monday to Saturday: 9.30am - 5.30pm Sunday:
Closed
Co-op 7.00am-10.00pm (vulnerable 8-9am, Sunday 10-11am) - follow one way system
Pharmacy normal business hours
Penmans Mon-Tues, Thur-Sat 6.30am-3.00pm , Wed, 6.30-1230
Crail Fish Bar Monday-closed, Tu, Wed. Thur. 4pm-8pm, Fri. 4pm-9pm, Sat. 1pm-9pm,
Sun. 1pm-8pm

Colin Morrison
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Crail Matters only works because
you support it.
May we take this opportunity to thank
all those people who have donated
funds to us to keep our newsletter
going. If you haven’t yet supported us,
then please consider doing so. We
intend to continue to publish on
Monday morning as usual until more
normal conditions return.
Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland:
churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/
services-online.
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal
Church is webcasting at 10am each
Sunday resources https://
www.scotland.anglican.org/
(zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail will open for Private
prayer Sundays from 10am-11am &
Mondays from 6pm -7pm.

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice or a
local hospital please contact: 01333 451165

3

St. Johns Pittenweem open for private
prayer Sunday 11-1.00pm. Members
of all religions (and none) welcome
for prayer and reflection.

WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photographs Will Cresswell

I did the full loop the weekend before last starting at
Thirdpart at dawn. A new corn bunting but now no
sign of any yellow wagtails there now. It was a
morning of young birds. Young corn buntings every
so often with an accompanying parent. At least four
well grown tufted duck chicks in the pond at
Wormiston House: another year’s successful
breeding there. There were four juvenile northern
wheatears on the beach at the north end of the
Balcomie.
They
are
probably different from those of a few days ago – I
haven’t seen any in the intervening time.
And then there were the first two whinchats of the
autumn – again both juveniles - at lower Kilminning
in their usual spot along the rank vegetation and fence
line at the back of the reserve, next to the golf course.
It’s really interesting that migrating groups of juvenile
chats turn up together. They either migrate together,
which is problematic, because none of them know
where they are going, they migrate at night and every individual has different flight
capabilities and ranges. Or they migrate separately, but under the same weather conditions
that lead them to end up in the same areas, and to accumulate at good sites – a bird will stay
where it is good feeding, and move from those that are not. And a bird moving down the
coast after arriving somewhere after a night’s migration can do much worse than use the
presence of others of the same species to locate good feeding sites. I have tagged a lot of
whinchats and in autumn they move more slowly, spending quite a few days sometimes at
stop-over sites, so this accumulation is likely in the good sites. I haven’t tagged any
whinchats on their first migration (they have much lower survival than adults so it is a poor
return per tagged bird) but suspect they would go much more slowly than the adults making
the clustering even more likely. It was really nice this morning to see these juvenile
whinchats because by the time they get to West Africa where I study them they have
moulted out of their streaky juvenile plumage. They really are quite similar to stonechats,
and one of the birds barely had an eye stripe visible. The white at the base of the tail sides
of course is an instant giveaway. But they are sufficiently similar in look and behaviour that
a lone juvenile whinchat along the coastal path would be overlooked as a stonechat without
a proper look. Whinchats are early migrants, and these two were early for whinchats so I
think they might be local Scottish birds starting their journey to somewhere like Liberia or
Ghana. Most of the whinchats that come through Crail in July and August are adults, often
in conjunction with an easterly wind suggesting they are Scandinavian breeders. Many of
the whinchats we tagged in Liberia last year breed in Arctic Sweden, Norway, Finland and
Russia, and if you draw a straight line (well, straight when you take into account the curve
of the earth) between Liberia and these locations then their route takes them into Western
Europe and along the coast – Britain is barely a detour. Anyway, the whinchat season has
started and it’s worth checking out any field for a whinchat over the next six weeks. They
are very conspicuous like stonechats, perching out in the open on a slightly taller bit of
vegetation, or the tallest stem in rank, grassy vegetation of less than about a metre in height
(or a wheat or rape field).
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There was another juvenile bird on the beach at
Balcomie. Among the six dunlin was the first juvenile of
the year. Young dunlins have a slightly streaked belly
whereas the adults at the moment still have their black
bellies so it is an easy distinction. It gets harder over the
next few weeks as adults lose their bellies, often giving
leaving a few streaks on the way. By September the
adults are all paler and greyish with white bellies so it
becomes easier again. The appearance of juveniles amongst the shorebirds is always a joy – somewhere
in the Arctic a breeding pair has had a good summer, evading the weather, the foxes and the skuas.
July is the peak time for swift activity. They are at their busiest every evening above Crail. The
numbers of breeders are swelled by first or second year birds that are not breeding and may not have
settled on a nest site yet. A lot of the screaming and chasing
between pairs now is probably to do with young birds pairing
up for next year. They puff out their white throats to each
other, looking suddenly white headed from below as they fly
in tandem, screaming at each other. You can sometimes see
swifts at this time of year flying up repeatedly to holes under
the eaves as if prospecting. Swifts are colonial and nesting
sites can be in short supply. With this is mind I put up three
swift nest boxes last week. It’s a long shot, because swifts like
to nest with other swifts, so getting a new colony going may
take years. But it has always been an ambition of mine to have
nesting swifts in my roof. I will have to use playback –
recordings of swift nest
noises played in the boxes – to shorten the odds. Swift nest sites
are becoming in short supply as modern houses don’t have gaps
under the eaves. I don’t think Crail has this problem with its stock
of very old houses: my swift nest boxes are fairly deluxe though
and would be a good choice for any young swift pair. I hope they
are listening – at least to my playback that I will start up in a day
or two. Even if they don’t look at my boxes, I can still enjoy them
above my garden, and I can dream. The swifts are with us for just
another month – summer is passing.
STOP PRESS: some swift adventures, and an immediate use of
my nest boxes last Sunday which I’ll detail next week…
And now for something completely different. We all know that birds are dinosaurs, so I feel justified
in adding this new species to Wild Crail. Spotted queuing for the Co-op last Saturday: sadly it was
denied access for not wearing a mask. Another theory to explain why dinosaurs became extinct
perhaps.

Crail Festival May Not Be Happening But...
This year’s Harrogate International Festival has been
cancelled, like so many others. All is not lost,
however, because they are running a digital festival,
The HIF Weekender between 23rd and 26th July. It’s
all free (donations welcome) and caters for a wide
range of interests.
Full details can be found on the festival web site
https://harrogateinternationalfestivals.com/

5

Colin Morrison

C

Crail Golfing Society – Clubhouse Membership
Crail Golfing Society founded in 1786 in the Golf Hotel
Crail, making it the seventh oldest Golf Club in the
world and possibly the longest established member’s
organisation at the heart of the Crail Community. The
club occupies a spectacular site at Fifeness, which will
be well known to many readers due to the regular
birdlife and wildlife reports by Will Cresswell in this
publication. Many of the readers will also be golfing
members of the Society.
However this message is intended for the non-golfers in
the Crail Community who may not realise that Crail
Golfing Society also offers “Clubhouse Membership” to
those who either don’t play golf or have stopped playing golf, but who wish to use the
clubhouse facilities. This category of membership allows the use of all the clubhouse
facilities including attendance at regular social events run by the Society.
Clubhouse Members may introduce guests to the clubhouse for coffee, drinks, snacks,
lunch and dinner. For those who haven’t yet visited the historic clubhouse, it is very
well appointed with a main lounge, bar servery, a separate dining room and an
external decking area for use when the sun shines. The views from all three areas out
over the golf courses towards the North Sea are memorable and recognised all over the
world.
Crail Golfing Society is also known for its warm welcome. Come and join us.
Anybody who wishes further information, to view the clubhouse or to discuss
clubhouse membership please contact Elaine Johnston, Membership Secretary, by

Crail & St Ayle Parish Churches
On Friday 10th July the Revd John Murray was inducted as our new minister on Zoom.
There were 89 computers locked into Zoom with more than one person per computer in
some cases. It was conducted efficiently and was an excellent service of induction. It was
the only way we could have the service and I am able to say that the audio version is on
our web site www.crailchurch.com and our Facebook page for you to listen to.
Revd John Murray will be moving to the manse in Cellardyke on Thursday 30th July to take
up his post as our new minister. He will continue to produce both a written reflection each
week as well as a video reflection, both will be on the web site and Facebook.
Our grateful thanks go to Revd Peter Neilson and Revd Nigel Robb who have supplied
reflections and prayers during lock down.
The 15th July would have been our Kirk sale, which means that for some of us it was a very
different day but it does mean that the Kirk is down financially and with no regular income
any donations will be gratefully received.
Helen Armitage, Session Clerk.
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UPDATE

JULY 9th 2020

Crail Museum & Heritage Centre
is not yet able to open in a
coronavirus-safe way from 15th
July. The safety of our visitors and
volunteers is our top priority. We
look forward to being able to open
the Museum and conduct Guided
Walks again, and will make the
information available on our
website and in other places as soon
as we are able to do so.
Jonathan Armitage

You’ve Got to Laugh!!
We asked a range of our members who had a medical background if they thought it was the right
time to ease the lockdown restrictions and here’s what they said:
Allergists were in favour of scratching it, but Dermatologists advised not to make any rash moves.
Gastroenterologists had sort of a gut feeling about it, but Neurologists thought the government
had a lot of nerve.
Obstetricians felt certain everyone was labouring under a misconception, while Ophthalmologists
considered the idea short-sighted.
One Pathologist said “over my dead body!” while Paediatricians respondedOh grow up!”
Psychiatrists thought the whole idea was madness, while Radiologists could see right through it.
Surgeons decided to wash their hands of the whole thing and pharmacists claimed it would be a
bitter pill to swallow.
Plastic Surgeons opined that this proposal would “ put a whole new face on the matter”
Podiatrists thought it was a step forward, but
Urologists were pissed off at the whole idea.
Anaesthesiologists thought the whole idea was a gas and the lofty Cardiologists didn’t have the
heart to say argue.
Which just goes to show how serious this health crisis really is!!
Courtesy of Jim McArthur, Crail Golfing Society

The best source for up to date local information about Crail is crail.info - you can
register there for email updates.
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I had an uneasy
feeling that this
Meadow Brown
butterfly was
watching me!

Gordon Baxter

Do Try This At Home
The Baltic Centre for Contemporary Arts in Gateshead has a section on its website
dedicated to Family Activities https://baltic.art/whats-on/family-activities
There’s a range of simple things for you to try. Some of these are activities to do at home
(making different types of animals and insects), each of which is accompanied by a short
video, and some are things to do while out exercising (trying to spot objects and creatures
of a particular colour) which are described on a downloadable two-page worksheet.
Note that their site also includes some resources that can be used for home schooling too.

The Crail Seagull

I’ve always thought that I was a
handsome looking gull so not at all surprised that
someone saw fit to make a statue of me. After all, they’re
in the news, aren’t they? What a shame they thought the
best place for me was in a river. It only bears a slight
resemblance to me anyway so I’m not too upset.
Have you seen all the humans going in and out of shops?
It seems to me that they’re wearing muzzles – I wonder,
who did they bite??!!.
What a carry on! There’s so much traffic going up and
down Shoregate to the harbour vehicles are having to
reverse all the way back down – I wonder what
happened to the promised yellow lines?
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
Notes
Next meeting 31 August 7.15pm
It is great to see Crail busy with holiday makers, and the return of the second home
owners and caravaners. It is a relatively short holiday season, at the best of times, and our
shops and businesses need the increased income. Sadly, there have been some reports of antisocial behaviour. There is a shortage of parking in Crail, even at quiet times. Parking at the
Co-op is probably the single biggest cause of local problems with people parking on double
yellow lines and pavements (bank corner especially). Please consider whether you need to
take your car to the shops. Most people live within a short distance and rarely purchase a load
that cannot be carried home. Walking is good for you! During the pandemic, virtually
everyone has been very respectful of social distancing and keeping the recommended 2 metre
space. This becomes more difficult when streets and footpaths get busy. Please be
considerate, especially when our elderly folk are moving around.
The inevitable dog poo is in evidence. Please pick up after your dog and put the bag in the
nearest bin. If that happens to be full (we have asked that Fife Council empty the main bins
on Sundays!) please take to the next bin or take it home and place in the blue bin. Ditto face
masks
Sadly, there have been a couple of instances of vandalism at Roome Bay. A lifebelt was stolen
with the consequent potential danger to life, and last weekend a group of youths were spotted
on the roof of the toilet block where they caused damage to the guttering. If you spot a
problem please report it directly to the police.
Thanks in anticipation of your co-operation.

A Room with a
View!
Gordon Baxter

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc,
.jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone submitting
material to have regard to efficient use of space - we
cannot guarantee to publish in original format large
adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to
edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Crail Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,
Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, John Wilson
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