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Appointment of new Chair of
Crail Community Council

Common Blue Butterfly........waving? (Like many
butterflies, the Common Blue looks significantly
different from the underwing side and very little
like its name suggests.)
Gordon Baxter
Face Coverings
The Scottish Government has announced that
wearing a face covering will, by law, be
compulsory (with certain exceptions) from 10 July
in shops. But please do not wait until then to get
into the habit of using a face covering. By face
coverings it is not mean a surgical or other medical
grade mask but a covering of the mouth and nose
that is made of cloth or other textiles and through
which you can breathe, for example a scarf or
religious head covering that covers the mouth and
nose. You may also use, if you prefer, a face visor
but it must cover your nose and mouth completely.
Please dispose of used face coverings responsibly.

Prof. Max Taylor resigned from the
post of Chair of the Community
Council and Mr David Jerdan was
elected as the new Chair at the
Community Council meeting of 29
June. On his resignation, Prof
Taylor thanked the Council for its
support over the past 5 years whilst
he held the post of Secretary and
subsequently Chair. He noted that
there have been many exciting
initiatives in Crail, particularly the
very successful Charrette process,
in which the Community Council
have played a positive role. He also
noted that the Community Council
has
become
an
effective
representative body for Crail, and
that Crail is now well positioned to
face up to the challenges of the
future, be they COVID19 related or
resulting from the proposed
developments in Crail North. Prof.
Taylor will remain a member of the
Community Council. In accepting
the position, David Jerdan noted
‘There are many challenges facing
our small community in these
uncertain times, not least the
inevitable funding cuts that are sure
to follow. The Community Council
has a vital role to play in ensuring
that our local interests and
organisations are represented and
concerns conveyed to Fife Council.’

Crail Putting Green
will be open daily from

1st July
2pm - 6pm
special guidelines will be in place

Contact Jenny Gowans
for information.
Tel: 450108
jennigowans@btinternet.com

COVID-19 Local Update
Community volunteers have now been stood
down. If you need assistance contact
crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com or
crailmatters@gmail.com
For up to date local information, go to
crail.info. You can register there for email
updates.
At the time of writing home delivery can be
ordered:
Penmans 01333 450218
Greens 01333 450010. Delivery in Crail
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
and Kingsbarns on a Wednesday and a
Saturday, pre ordering 9-11am one day in
advance is ideal especially for fish as it
allows us to order what's required. There is
a small delivery charge of £1.35 to partially
cover labour and bank charges.
Lochaber Farm is offering to make home
deliveries in Crail of their farm baked bread
www.lochaberfarm.com
Ardross Farm Shop will deliver to Crail
(fee £4.50). Call 01333 331400, email
info@ardrossfarm.co.uk. Further details

from the website at http://bit.ly/33pVhxN
Shells will deliver free of charge locally.
Payment preferred by bank transfer. Contact
- Face Book page, 01333 450200 or
07794332696
Bowhouse online shop (https://
openfoodnetwork.org.uk/bowhouse-link/
shop#/home) orders delivered in Crail
Saturday if placed online Wednesday by
1.00pm online.
All local shops are now open. Opening
times we have been informed of are:
Barnetts 8.30-1.00pm
Greens 9-3.00pm
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop
Monday to Saturday: 9.30am - 5.30pm
Sunday: Closed
Co-op 7.00am-10.00pm (vulnerable 8-9am,
Sunday 10-11am) - follow one way system
Pharmacy normal business hours
Penmans Mon-Tues, Thur-Sat 6.30am3.00pm , Wed, 6.30-1230
Crail Fish Bar Monday-closed, Tu, Wed.
Thur. 4pm-4pm, Fri. 4pm-9pm, Sat. 1pm9pm, Sun. 1pm-8pm
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photographs John Anderson
I was struggling back into Crail between
showers on the 29th with the south-westerly
against me when an adult female peregrine
popped up from the fields behind Sauchope.
After a good start this spring with quite a few
peregrine sightings, this is the first I have seen
for weeks. Unlike me, it was enjoying the wind.
Peregrines make sense when there is no wind,
but they really make sense in a gale. I watched it
circling around Roome Bay three times with
barely a wing beat. It faced into the wind to gain
height and then swooped down using gravity to
gain enough speed to move forward into the
wind. Then when the peregrine reached sea
level it simply faced into the wind again and was blown back and up to complete a large
loop back to where it started from above the cliffs. And then it continued looping, moving
parallel to the wind in the direction of the May Island. I lost it a kilometre out to sea a
couple of minutes later, again with barely a wing beat. I imagine it made it to the island
about when I got home ten minutes later, me back to work, and it to cause havoc among the
seabirds.
I heard a quail singing from a potato field just to the north-west of Pittenweem recycling
centre on the 30th. This year is possibly another good quail year with lots being recorded
further south, so I hope this will be the first of several to come. Last year was also good.
The end of last week seemed quiet. Two reasons. It’s now July and we are between the busy
periods of spring and autumn migration – there will be some waders and seabirds over the
next few weeks but not much else passing through. And the weather was poor and fairly
discouraging. There has been a lot of rain this last week. The total for the end of June for
Crail was 38mm. In the first few days of July we have had 17mm which is what we might
have in an average East Neuk month. On Friday the 3rd it rained more or less all day. It was
only the second day since the lockdown began that I didn’t go out at all.
In a way it is a shame that after the excitement of
spring, summer seems quiet when it is the opposite.
Our summer residents can put on a good show in
July. Last Sunday morning, for example, at Fife
Ness in fifteen minutes of dawn sunshine I probably
saw two
hundred
puffins
passing close
enough to see
the fish they
were carrying,
half as many
gannets, kittiwakes, guillemots and razorbills, and
perhaps fifty arctic terns. On other days last week, it
has been the same from Crail.
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The flock of goosander were group fishing close in at Balcomie and on the beach there
were three newly in dunlin, with black bellies. Over the
last few days there have been one or two whimbrel
passing Fife Ness, their whistles giving them away.
There are more and more curlews back now restoring
their calls to the soundscape: there isn’t a month in Crail
when we don’t have curlews but they are scarce in May
and June. We have had some redshanks passing through
but now some of our residents are back, and their
distinctive calls are once more part of the comforting
local background. Even if you can’t specifically identify
a particular shorebird by its call, the odds are that you are familiar with it as part of the
seaside sounds that we hear every day. Curlews, redshanks and oystercatchers, like herring
gulls, are an unconscious part of everyone’s Crail soundscape.
Inland many of the breeding songbirds are winding down as the adults become shyer and
less showy as they moult. They leave a lot of juveniles though to compensate, like the
hundreds of starlings along the coastal path just now. Many species seem to have had a good
breeding year. There are lots of fledged stonechats,
whitethroats and now sedge warblers. I was at Barnsmuir on
the 4th July and really pleased to finally see one of the
yellow wagtails arrive with a beakful of food and a juvenile
pop up on to a dyke to receive it. The adult took only a
couple of seconds to deliver its food and then both were
gone. The adult back into the rows between the wheat and
the juvenile back down into cover. There are a lot of hiding
places for young wagtails in a July wheat field. I saw
another adult carrying food into the middle of different
wheat field where I know there wasn’t a nest, suggesting
that there are several fledged juveniles (perhaps two broods’ worth) scattered about. The
adults call constantly when they are flying and the juveniles just need to fly up to a more
conspicuous perch (like a dyke) and call back to get their food delivery. So that’s another
successful breeding year for the Crail yellow wagtail colony.
I saw three sand martin down at Roome Bay on the 4th. It has been hit and miss seeing them
there recently and I didn’t see them go into any of the holes in
the sea wall. I think they must have bred – or be breeding – but
very inconspicuously, and with a lot of feeding somewhere
other than Roome Bay. The house martins, in contrast, are
always there and it is cheering to see them doing so well. I
watched a pair making a new nest on the 5th – they can fledge
chicks until September. It might be a messy business having a
house martin nesting under your eaves, but it is a small price to
pay to have these beautiful and irrepressibly cheerful little
swallows over your summer garden.
Dear Crail,
As a visitor to Crail for many years and a second home owner for 15 years, I have always
felt at my happiest in this village. The recent restrictions have been hard, but we have
followed them scrupulously and totally respected the concerns of the community. We need
not have been concerned about whether our return on 3rd July would be welcomed. Every
shop we entered held a greeting for us, neighbours stopped to welcome us and we are truly
thankful for efforts made in our absence to cut our grass and tend our garden. This kind
hearted generosity epitomises Crail. We are delighted to be back to give our support to
friends and businesses and in doing so, we will continue to observe all restrictions, as we
do at home.
Kindest regards to this community
Kirstine MacR Often to be found at Felkington Ave, Crail
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The end of the beginning
We are moving towards the ending of the lockdown, and now embarking on what remains
an as yet unclear path towards a ‘new normality’. There was a kind of moral certainty about
the lockdown, and although the daily tally of deaths and infections was alarming, we
seemed to have a direction to follow, and because of that a sense of personal agency in that
we could through our actions contribute to the control of the virus. On the other hand, for
many people, the lockdown produced much more solitude than normal, and a near-total
cessation of normal work. The Abbot of Pluscarden Abbey captures what for some people
might characterise the process we have been through:
‘I noticed something about footsteps. In the chaplain’s flat where I am, I am quite separate
….but some noise travels. Occasionally I hear footsteps. I realised that whenever I heard
them I became tense. It wasn’t that the noise bothered me. The footsteps were always very
quiet, hardly audible. The tension was because when I am at home in my office, footsteps
are often an advance warning of a knock on my door. It took some weeks here for it to sink
in that the footsteps would never be coming in my direction, and I could relax.’
But as we move forward, and as our options grow beyond ‘staying at home’, so that rather
paradoxically comforting sense of direction and certainty begins to diminish. We also
perhaps now have a greater sense of personal space to think about where we are and what
our future might hold – a good thing you might argue, but something that can seem
daunting and troubling when the future seems uncertain. The choices we make in the
coming months are going to be important. To again quote from the Abbot of Pluscarden:
‘I am sure I share with many, a feeling that the lockdown is not just a long interruption to
normal life. One feels that in the long run it will mark an end to life as it has been, and the
beginning of something new, not only because of the effects of the virus, but because a
renewal is needed and this is the time. ‘
It is difficult to know how our new future will develop, and we all face worrying choices do we go outside more, do we visit the pub as if nothing had changed, do we go on
holiday? The choices we face are troubling and difficult. We can however take some
comfort from the way the Crail community has responded, and no doubt will respond in the
future to whatever may emerge. We can also take comfort from easier access to family and
friends. But challenges there will be. Perhaps one outcome will be a greater sense of
locality and a greater valuing of community. Economic remedies are largely out of personal
control, but we can ourselves address many of our own social problems. Maybe that it the
positive message to take from this emergency.
SP
CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR
SERVICE

Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland: churchofscotland.org.uk/
worship/services-online.
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal Church is
webcasting at 10am each Sunday resources https://
www.scotland.anglican.org/
(zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North Crail
will open for Private prayer Sundays from 10am-11am
& Mondays from 6pm -7pm.
St. Johns Pittenweem open for private prayer Sunday
11-1.00pm. Members of all religions and none welcome
for prayer and reflection.
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If you require transport to
and from an appointment at
Skeith Medical Practice or a
local hospital please contact:
01333 451165

I am pulling up healthy
lavender seedlings. If anyone
would like some for their
garden, please ring 450096.

Denburn Dispatches
Despite a poor forecast, our ‘normal’ Saturday started out fine so about a dozen of us met up
to tackle the weedy overgrowth at Denburn. We welcomed one newcomer and a couple of
others who we haven’t seen for a while but we all kept our distance and made individual tea
break arrangements, but it was good to be working as a team.
The main focus was on tackling the nettles, docks and, worst of all, cleavers (sticky-willy)
where they were overwhelming the cultivated beds and borders of the paths – don’t worry
there are plenty nettles left for the caterpillars elsewhere. Some of the menfolk carried on
with clearing the edges and bed of the burn so that it will flow properly should we have a
cloudburst and the usual litter pick and path raking was taken care of too. We found a baby
song thrush that appeared to have fallen out of its nest with parent birds calling anxiously.
Deciding that it didn’t stand much chance on the ground near the path where danger of
being tramped on, taken by a dog or one of the two cats that are occasionally seen in the
area, I decided to pick it up and put it as high up a nearby tree as I could (under constant
barrage from both parent birds) – all the birds quietened down after this so hopefully the
parents will continue to feed it and it will manage to fledge properly.
Once the cleavers had been pulled out we could see the colourful buttercups, campion,
alkanet etc. The elder flowers are all out now lending a subtle scent to the area, elsewhere
other white flowers from the viburnums and the hogweed relieve the rich greens of full
summer. It is a bit of a jungle out there and maybe hard to see the difference we’ve made but
we’ve refilled all the compost bins after our stalwart compost queen turned the old compost
and chopped up the weeds we brought her by the barrowload.
Hopefully we’ll meet again the first Saturday of August although it will probably still be
bring your own flask!

Before

After

Stranded Seal Pup Update
Word arrived today (Saturday 4th July) that the seal pup that was stranded at Caiplie Caves
on 22nd June has now been rescued by the BDMLR. They’ve taken him to the SSPCA
Wildlife Centre where he’s being cared for. He’s very underweight, dehydrated and has
lungworm, but at least he’s in good hands now.
Gordon Baxter
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Golf Hotel
The Golf Hotel is intending to
open the beer garden serving a
limited food and bar service
when we are allowed to do so on
6th July. Obviously the opening
will be weather dependant but
hopefully we will have the sun
shining.
Social distance
measures, hand sanitisers etc
will be in place in compliance
with COVID 19 restrictions.

TheEast NeukCentreTrust Presents
Virtually

THE GREAT
SUMMER
STAYCATION
5weeksof summer!
Week1-Nature
WEek2-sport &Exercise
week3-art &Museums
week4-foodfromaround theworld
WEEK5-musicfestival

6THJULY -7THAUGUST2020
FORFAMILIES &CHILDREN3-11YEARS

FROMACTIONANDADVENTUREGAMESTOARTSANDCRAFTS,NATURE&EXPERIMENTS,
THEREIS SOMETHINGFOREVERYONE!
TOREGISTERYOURINTEREST
EMAIL; INFO@EASTNEUKCENTRE.ORG.UK,CALL;07519293642ORCONNECTWITHUSONFACEBOOK

SC041717

Note from Cllr Bill Porteous
https://www.pathsforall.org.uk/news-post/newmeasures-to-make-walking-safer-during-the-covid19-crisis
Very Good News that to help with Social Distancing our
Governments and Fife Council are providing Funds now
to local communities to safeguard people and provide
greater and safer opportunities to walk and cycle for
shopping, for work and for leisure. I and Fife Council
through Ken Gourlay welcome ideas from the
community as you are those who know best what will
help your local area. ‘
Letter to the Editor
Sir,
Big Thank You to Fletcher (age 11) who has voluntarily
delivered my Times Newspaper every day since
lockdown began. Well done!
Anne Stewart, Crail

Why do people do this? Portable
BBQ damage to picnic bench at
Kingsbarns.

Crail Matters only works because you support it. May we take this opportunity to
thank all those people who have donated funds to us to keep our newsletter going. If you
haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so. We intend to continue to publish
on Monday morning as usual for the duration of the current emergency.
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Colin Morrison
A ‘Shining’ Memory
It was late June, in the early 1950’s, the family trunk had just left for Crail, courtesy of
Passenger Luggage in Advance. Excitement rose until, at last, we made our way to
Glasgow’s Buchanan Street Railway Station, to catch The Fife Coast Express. It was around
the 3rd or 4th time we had come to Crail, so our anticipation was extremely high. As we
approached the platform, there, in front of us, was this gleaming vision – a SILVER train!
Its interior was exciting too, quite posh, we thought. A corridor train. Excellent! That meant
that us kids (early teens) could search the train for friends from last year. We were not
allowed to do this until we crossed the Forth Bridge, when we had arrived in Fife – almost
there? Not really, but we had now caught up with friends and we counted down the stations
on the way to Crail. The ‘silver’ train was catching people’s eyes at every station.
We had a month in Crail, enjoying the delights of swimming in Roome Bay, the harbour
swimming gala, CSSM, ‘puddocks’ in Beechwalk Park (sometimes against Elie) and fresh
baked bread which never reached our holiday house intact. Collecting mushrooms from the
golf course and selling them to Carr’s for a ‘wooden’ threepenny bit which was quickly used
to buy a dressed crab. Bliss. We hardly saw our parents for a month!
So, the day came to return to Glasgow and we anticipated another trip in the ‘silver’ train.
No such luck a BR liveried train appeared and we duly got on, sad as always at leaving, but
with many great memories. But wait,
the interior of the train seemed
familiar – yes, it was the ‘silver’
train, now in drab BR maroon. I later
found out that the carriages were
ones used on the 1935 Silver Jubilee
train – London to Penzance – with
aluminium bodywork. I still regret
BR’s actions in painting these
carriages. What a missed marketing
opportunity. Still, I enjoyed that one
trip on the ‘silver’ train. A memory,
still clear in my mind.
David Mann
Crail Station
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Small Copper Butterfly Survey

Danger in the Kirk cemetery: recent
casualty. A lot of the gravestones are
unstable.
Colin Morrison
Do Try This At Home!
Now that the summer holidays are upon
us, Historic Environment Scotland are
inviting families of all ages to engage
with the past by trying out a range of
different medieval jobs. This week you
can try your hand at being a medieval
stonemason. And don’t worry, you
won’t need any large blocks of stone to
take part...
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/
learn/summer-play-learn/ - week-1train-to-be-a-stonemason_tab

The number of small
copper butterflies in
Scotland has fallen by one
third in the past decade.
They are easily overlooked
because they are so small
(about the size of a 50p
piece), but they do appear
in this area (see photo).
You can help understand
how they are currently
faring by logging any
sightings you make via the
link on Butterfly Conservation’s page: https://
butterfly-conservation.org/in-your- area/scottishoffice/scottish-small-copper-survey. You just need
to add a location marker to a map, and provide a
few other details, so it only takes a couple of
minutes.

Colin Morrison
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council Notes
Next meeting 31 August 7.15pm
Mr David Jerdan was appointed Chair on the resignation of Prof. Taylor.
Sonja Potjewĳd and Dawn Wallace were appointed as members of the
Community Council.
There have been several abandoned cars noted in Crail. These cars appear to have no road
tax or MOT and Police Scotland are investigating them.
Complaints have been received about children breaking down the fence between Carraille
Green and the Cemetery Extension causing distress to people visiting graves. Adults also
seem to be using the Cemetery extension as a short cut to Caraille Green. Fife Council have
been approached to take remedial action.

The Crail Seagull
As it was rather a fine day, I decided to breach Government
guidelines and take a trip to Kirkcaldy to hang out with some of my
chums. There's a super loch or lake (I'm not sure which but I'm sure
that know-it-all
sparrow will let me know) in the park so
we just sat around, shooting the breeze. I
was a bit nervous as the social distancing
thing seems to be over but we did our
best - unlike the vast number of humans
milling about the retail park at the nonessential shops. One of the Little Gulls
who has just arrived in the area ( I think
they're rather cute) told me about a
ghastly device that some humans are
using to scare us off, I think he called it a
Sonic Force Field or something.
Apparently, it emits a sound like a hawk
or barking dog when motion is detected
within 25 metres, I'm horrified and hope
it isn't true!
The best source for up to date local information about Crail is crail.info - you can
register there for email updates.
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc,
.jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone submitting
material to have regard to efficient use of space - we
cannot guarantee to publish in original format large
adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to
edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Crail Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,
Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, John Wilson
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