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Rare sightings on the Fife Coastal Path.
Two very unusual visitors have been seen on Fife Coastal Path
recently, as you can see from the photographs. The first one, that’s
the beautiful emerald coloured one is a Male Banded Demoiselle
Damselfly. This lovely example was spotted on Crail Coastal
Path between Crail and the Caiplie Caves on Saturday the 8th
August. The lucky person who photographed it is trying to find
out if it has ever been recorded in Fife before! It’s most often
found along slow moving streams and it’s habitat stretches from
the Atlantic East Coast eastwards to Lake Baikal in China.
The second done is equally exciting. It’s called a Wall Butterfly,
first recorded in Fife in 1870, then no further mention until
another sighting in 2019. Two further sightings at Boarhills have
been recorded by two different people on 31st July and 8th
August this year. It’s possible of course that these two sightings
were the same butterfly! Then there’s this one which was also
seen on Fife Coastal Path on the same day as the Damselfly but
approximately 3/4 of a mile closer to the caves.
Thank you very much Gordon for sending Crail Matters such
beautiful photographs, and also the valuable information. If walkers are lucky enough to see what they
consider an unusual butterfly, try to grab a photo, and we might be able to identify it. The beauty of
doing this of course is that we take the time to look at what small things there are to see in our corner
of the world. Happy looking!
Crail Folk Club.

Enquiry

As the Scottish Government has yet to give the OK to a
re-start of indoor public performance we have bowed to
the inevitable and cancelled the rest of our events for
2020. It is likely that any relaxation of the rules would
involve social distancing which, in any event, would not
be a viable option in the Town Hall. We will continue to
put up information and films of the artists you will be
missing, and more besides, on our Facebook Page. If you
have bought tickets through Ticketsource your money
will automatically be refunded within days. On the plus
side we are managing to re-schedule the 2020 programme
into the 2021 calendar so lots to look forward to. We will
review the position probably early December and,
hopefully, publish the 2021 programme then.

I have a question about the crane down
at the harbour and as the museum is
closed, I am wondering if I could ask
the good folk of Crail for help.
My Dad in particular, is very keen to
know more about it - we were
wondering when was the last time the
crane at the mouth of the harbour was
used to lift the barrier into place - does
anyone recall it being used and why?
And is that what those huge blocks to
the side of the crane were for, did they
just slot in and were they heavy
enough to sink down to the bottom?
Katie Smith

Crail Matters only works because
you support it.
May we take this opportunity to thank
all those people who have donated
funds to us to keep our newsletter
going. If you haven’t yet supported us,
then please consider doing so. We
intend to continue to publish on
Monday morning as usual until more
normal conditions return.
Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland: https://
churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/
services-online
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal
Church is webcasting at 10am each
Sunday https://
www.scotland.anglican.org/
(zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Holy Mass: Sunday
08:45. Please book a seat or pew via
the parish website: http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk

Edinburgh International Book Festival 2020
Online
This year the Edinburgh International Book
Festival is happening online, from August 15-31.
The organisers have curated a special edition of
the festival that caters for adults and children,
and it’s all free. The international aspect of the
festival will still be there, too, with events being
broadcast from more than 30 different countries.
Full details of how you can virtually attend can
be found on the festival’s web site https://
www.edbookfest.co.uk/the-festival/whats-on
and when you save your place for an event,
they’ll even send you a reminder just before the
event to help ensure that you don’t miss out!

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice or
a local hospital please contact: 01333
451165
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St. Johns Pittenweem open for private
prayer Sunday 11.30am until 12.30pm.
Members of all religions (and none)
welcome for prayer and reflection.
Drop in at any time for a moment of
calm and personal reflection. Please
remember to bring a mask

WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photographs John Anderson
The wind was easterly for most of last week, with rain showers on Tuesday and Wednesday. It’s
slightly early but the conditions brought in some scarcer migrants. Things were already beginning
to appear on the 9th, with a tree pipit over at the sheep field at Third Part (although no yellow
wagtails there – last August they congregated in the equivalent field), and then two whinchats at
Troustie House. This is always a good spot for August whinchats, with its more scrubby field edges
and bits of grassland. I suspect there were many more
whinchats in the middle of the larger wheat fields. Fence
lines are quick to check, but whinchats in the crop, even
when perched at the top of it, are much harder to spot. Tree
pipits are also very hard to spot because there are meadow
pipits everywhere, and without a very good view you can’t
tell them apart. If tree pipits call, of course, they give
themselves away. I have probably only initially picked up
a couple of tree pipits on sight around Crail. The great
majority are by their distinctive flight call. As I checked the
fields I picked up several corn buntings although it is too
late to map their territories. Even so some were still singing
and one at Sypsies was behaving like it still had an active nest in a field of ripening wheat. Such
late nests run the danger of being squashed during harvesting.
I spent an hour sea-watching at Fife Ness late afternoon on the 10th. The sea was moderately good.
I had a juvenile little gull feeding with a flock of juvenile kittiwakes right in front of me for the
hour. It was instructive to compare their plumages – superficially similar but quite different. At a
distance one of the best features was the white secondaries, making much more of a contrasting
patch than on a kittiwake, being bordered by dirty brown in
front, a greyish line at the back and the black primaries. On
kittiwakes, although they have the same white patch, this
extends into the primaries and right to the back of the wing so it
is much less of a feature. The head and mantle on a little gull
also looks dirtier, with smudged grey on the crown and behind
the eye. Overall, it makes them a bit darker and contrasting, and
less clean looking. In a kittiwake flock though this is all a bit
technical. Little gulls live up to their name and stand out simply
because they are about two thirds the size of a kittiwake. The
other highlight was my first arctic skua of the year, an
immaculately plumaged adult pale phase bird cruising past
heading north and half-heartedly worrying the kittiwakes for
half a minute. I think the kittiwakes, and the little gull, were not
feeding on fish – instead on something small picked from the
surface and not worth the skua’s time to steal. A few manx
shearwater, puffins and a flock of fledged razorbills rounded off
my best sea watching session this autumn, and it will only get
better.
Sadly, despite rain mid-week and continuing easterlies, nothing much materialised. I went out to
Kilminning a lot to be sure. Of note, there were juvenile willow warblers, a couple of redpolls and
a cuckoo, although the willow warblers have been building up for the last two weeks regardless of
the weather. The cuckoo did its usual thing of flying into the trees and disappearing: surprisingly it
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looked grey like an adult – they should all mostly be in Africa by now - rather than a juvenile. All
in all, another Fife Ness disappointment – despite what looked like ideal conditions. There was, at
least, a steady passage of sand martins and barn swallows, heading east over Kilminning on the 12th
that was nice to see. More sand martins than I have seen all summer in a few minutes. Sauchope
was also good with a large roost of golden plover, perhaps as many as 150, in various stages of
moult from full summer plumage to full winter plumage. There was a mixed roost of gulls,
including some adult kittiwakes. Now they have finished breeding they are much more often on the
rocks hanging out with the other gulls, taking a brief break before heading out to sea for the whole
winter
On the 14th there were three tree pipits at upper
Kilminning. And then I saw a ruff flying over. Ruffs turn
up inland a lot, often in quite dry cow or horse fields, so
it is not that unusual to see one around Crail away from
the shore (although fairly unusual full stop with only one
or two every year). It seemed like a good sign, but both
of these species turn up in August even if we don’t have
particularly good migrant conditions. Later in the
afternoon a spotted flycatcher turned up at lower
Kilminning. This was a better sign, and it wasn’t there in
the morning.
As I have been searching for rarer migrants, I have been seeing lots of juvenile sparrowhawks.
The nest at the top of Kilminning has fledged several chicks and they are now hunting in the area.
It must be a major change for the local small birds as the density of sparrowhawks suddenly doubles
or even triples. The juveniles might be less effective hunters but how is a young blue tit to know
that? It still has to stop feeding to get into cover and out of the way, and then stay vigilant until the
sparrowhawk leaves the area. It seemed like there was no time over the last two days when there
wasn’t a sparrowhawk close by. At least it is warm, the days are still long and there are lots of
insects about so feeding even in dense cover will be
possible. Undoubtedly the sparrowhawks will have
made any migrants harder to spot as well.
The 15th was a good August day with several good
birds turning up. Thirty minutes sea watching from
Castle Walk produced a dark phase arctic skua. Skuas
fly with such intention, like a force of nature,
scattering the kittiwakes in front of them. And dark
phase arctic skuas, in all over sooty black look the
part. I sea watched again over lunch from Balcomie
Beach. There was a steady passage of mostly
sandwich terns heading north, with occasional
common and arctic. And behind a small group of
juvenile and adult common terns, a black tern. Distant but obvious with its much darker body and
wings – looking fairly black so possibly even an adult in mostly summer plumage – and its shorter,
broader wings and shorter tail compared to the common terns it was with. They look a lot like
waders in silhouette before you see that they are in fact a tern. I really like black terns – they are
common at sea in West Africa and seeing this one past Crail took me back to beaches in Liberia and
Senegal. Black terns are annual past Fife Ness, but I only see one about every two years. As well as
the terns, a couple of bonxies (great skuas) came past – three skuas that day in total, perhaps
indicating that they are becoming more common this autumn, at last.
Later I was surprised to see a browner, shorter tailed wagtail amongst the pied wagtails on the beach
at the Kilminning end of Sauchope Caravan Park. I looked at it more closely - a juvenile yellow
wagtail, and then another, and then a third. They were very shy and retreated to the airfield above.
They shuttled between the beach and the wheat field in the airfield, keeping close together and all
of a similar age. I did have a yellow wagtail on June 16th in the same place – I put it down as a
migrant. But perhaps a pair bred there. They could easily breed on the airfield undetected as I never
visit it in the summer. I will check out the area properly next year.
4

Letters to the Editor
Sirs,
In Crail Matters of 10 August I read with a mixture of amusement and frustration that ‘The Seagull’
had spotted a lime green potty abandoned, by accident I would prefer to presume, at Roome
Bay. Indeed the time had even been taken to provide us with photographic evidence. I was
somewhat dismayed therefore to discover said lime green potty, we will again make an assumption
there is only one in the bay, still on site on the evening of 12 August.
It is irritating and disappointing that some visitors to our beautiful village of Crail occasionally
leave litter and rubbish without disposing of it appropriately. It is, I fear, even more disappointing
that fellow residents will draw attention to the problem but not resolve it. How many people
walked on by in the two intervening days?
The potty has now been removed.
Catriona Mann.
Sirs
Roome Bay Toilets Response
Under a service level agreement with Fife Council Fife Coast & Countryside Trust (FCCT)
normally operate Crail Roome Bay Toilets.
Pre COVID-19 with the normal daily opening times at peak periods for Crail Roome Bay was
10:00- 18:00 with the facility opened stocked and cleaned then closed at night through the use of
a mobile work force based on the operating fee we receive from Fife Council. After careful
consideration and reading the Scottish Government Guidance
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-and-customer-toilets-guidance/
we put together risk assessments and procedures that would enable us to open up and manage a
limited amount of Public Toilet Facility’s at peak periods (noon – 18:00) safely as possible.
Though Local Authorities are under no statuary obligation to provide public toilets we all agree
their importance in respect to tourism and sanitation. However, when we do provide such facility’s
legislation applies e.g. Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011,
Health & Safety at Work Act 1974, Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 etc
Given the potential for a very high footfall at this site we felt that we could not meet our statuary
obligations under the Health & Safety at Work act 1974 and the emergency legislation Coronavirus
(Scotland) Act 2020 and therefore advised colleagues in Fife Council that the facility at Crail
Roome bay cannot be opened at this moment in time. As to open this facility and operate on the
historic model during the pandemic in our view would be high risk and a breach of legislation.
FCCT wish to avoid opening a public toilet facility that could act as a vector spreading COVID-19.
Given the high footfall at this specific location of International, National and local service users
we wish to avoid the potential for further restriction as being experienced in the city of Aberdeen.
While I appreciate that that this is not the news you want to hear it would be remiss of me to advise
you differently (sorry). As the Scottish COVID-19 route map evolves we will monitor our
operation model and consider alternative delivery methods if deemed safe to do so. Since the start
of the pandemic we have tried to take a proactive approach to the needs of service users and
therefore put in place guidance in relation to toileting (Before you go), which I have also attached
for your perusal.
Robbie Blyth, Head of Operations (Fife Coast & Countryside Trust)
Further Roadworks at Guardbridge
Please be aware of proposed roadworks commencing on A91 Cupar Road, St
Andrews on the 19th August for a 6 week duration. The works are required to
install a new sewer in the public road to service the new Persimmon Homes
housing development. It is anticipated the first 3 weeks will require 3way lights at the roundabout
before moving to 2 way lights for the remainder of the works. Due to the size of the sewer and
associated track depth and width, the lights must remain in place 24/7 however, the contractor has
agreed to work extended hours to try and get through this as quickly as possible. The lights will be
manned between the hours of 7am -7pm each day. On completion of the above works they will then
move on to Main Street, Guardbridge to complete installation of a sewer and mains water supply.
During these works Persimmon will also work in conjunction with the University to allow them to
complete works for the Eden Mill Campus
Unfortunately there will be a degree of delay here due to the traffic volumes however, they will
endeavour to keep the buses moving through the traffic as much as possible.'
5

UPDATE August 2020

Crail Museum & Heritage Centre
continues to be unable to open in a
coronavirus-safe way. The safety of our
visitors and volunteers is our top priority.
We look forward to being able to open the
Museum and conduct Guided Walks again,
and will make the information available on
our website and in other places as soon as
we are able to do so.
Jonathan Armitage

Neart Na Gaoithe Project

Household Waste Recycling
in Fife
Fife Council has announced
more changes to the way that
Household Recycling Centres
can be accessed. You now visit
with two people, which should
make it easier to recycle larger
items. You can also book to
make up to three visits in a
seven day period. Full details of
the available services can be
found on the Fife Council
Recycling Centre page:
https://www.fi fe.gov.uk/kb/
docs/articles/bins-andrecycling/recycling-points-andcentres?fbclid=IwAR39u_og3n
0 W p I O w Q i e B 7 _ 2MG5dOfWhaKVVLpDBo7g6
-Hdt00dytE5Kcqw

Neart na Gaoithe project enters first
phase of offshore construction
One of the world’s largest offshore
construction vessels has arrived at the
site of the EDF Renewables and ESB
owned Neart na Gaoithe (NnG) offshore wind farm, 15km off
the Fife coast, as the project enters its first phase of offshore
construction.
The S7000, Saipem’s semi-submersible crane vessel, will start
the installation of casings for piles. The vessel will also work on
preparing the seabed in advance of the arrival of the steel
foundation jackets on which the 54 wind turbine generators and
two offshore substations will be installed.
This giant vessel is 197.5 metres long and can work in the most
challenging weather conditions. It can carry out heavy lift
operations up to 14,000 tonnes at sea.
Matthias Haag, NnG Project Director, said: “The construction
phase of the NnG offshore wind farm is now well under way and
many people will be able to see the S7000 starting construction
work offshore. It will be visible from much of the East Neuk of
Fife and from North Berwick and Dunbar.
NnG will supply enough low carbon electricity for around
375,000 homes and has a capacity of c. 450 megawatts (MW) of
low carbon energy and will offset over 400,000 tonnes of CO2
emissions each year. Full commissioning will complete in 2023.
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The Crail Seagull
Well, I’m not sure whether or not to be annoyed that they’ve moved me from the last page, it’s
usually ‘save the best till last”. Perhaps they think I’ve been given a promotion by moving me up a
page, who knows. What do I have to do to reach the elevated heights of page 1?
Last weekend was really busy down near my home. The weather was lovely of course, and I quite
like the sunshine on my back, as I can always cool down by having a short dip in the sea.
Humans especially seem to like the beach and seaside in the warm weather, though they’re not very
graceful, and a bit floundery when they venture into the water. Usually when this part of my world
gets busy I retire to my Summer home near Fluke Dubs, but there was no peace there last weekend!
Balcomie beach was very busy, with tents and lots of folk. Worse still for me were the number of
dogs, who have a habit of chasing me when they catch me unawares. I thought I’d hop round to Mill
Dam and have a blether with the other sea birds there. Cormorants like to stretch out their wings in
the sun and are always a great source of local gossip, but there were none today because there were
tents pitched on the outcrop of land at Mill Dam! I must confess that I thought this was a silly place
to camp, as swimming and flying are things that you humans are not too good at, and more
importantly the tide was coming in! Did they know this? They were
definitely going to be cut off! I actually was a bit worried about them
when I left so I hope they were safe.
I was caught out last Tuesday. I had spent too long in Crail as there
were lots of tasty snacks, so it was quite late when I headed home.
Suddenly the rain came down in torrents. Don’t really like it as I don’t
like my feathers ruffled, but off I set. Suddenly a big black thing
flapped past, almost colliding with me! What was it? A supersonic
crow? I didn’t know but just kept going, hoping whatever it was
wasn’t considering staying in my patch. I hardly slept for thinking
about it. Next morning I thought I should have a look around and I
found what I thought it might have been. I think it’s called an umbrella but how’s going to keep the
rain off while hiding in a hedge? I must be missing something!
PS.
Remember that partial notice on the beach I told you about? Well, a rather cheeky sparrow suggested
this. “Make seagulls into dog food please”. Personally, I don’t see the humour in that at all!

Do Try This At Home
The Scottish Seabird Centre https://seabird.org/index.php over at
North Berwick has recently re-opened to the public. To celebrate,
they held their Marine Digifest 2020 in the first week of August.
Each day they added new items to their collection of free digital
resources that cater for all ages, which you can access at
https://padlet.com/scottishseabirdcentre/sscdigimarinefest.
.The materials cover a very wide range of marine topics
including: an introduction to Scottish whales, porpoises and
dolphins; a guide to rock-pooling; a quiz; and even a mindfulness
wildlife video of seabirds and shorebirds along the coast of the Firth of Forth. It’s a fantastic set of
resources that should provide enough to keep people busy whether they are outdoors enjoying the
sunshine, or stuck indoors because of the rain! For those who want even more, there are even more
resources on the Scottish Seabird Centre’s website and their YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/user/SeabirdCentre.
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
Notes
Next meeting 31 August 7.15pm
The Community Council has been making various complaints and representations to Fife
Council, through our local Councillors. Here is an update.
Rubbish Removal. We complained about
the shortage of bins in key areas (especially
around the Fish n Chip shop & at the harbour)
and are delighted that there has been a response
and that additional bins have been placed with
an increased emptying regime whilst we have
loads of holiday makers and visitors.

Public Toilets. We are very unhappy that the
toilets in Roome Bay remain closed and have
pressed for immediate re-opening.

Public Halls. Crail Community Hall is the
only public building in Crail that could
conceivably be used for groups of more than a
few people whilst observing current social
Kirkmay Road entrance & potholes distancing requirements. We are pressing for
throughout Crail. Promised a response to this the hall to be opened and made available asap.
problem and we are meeting with officials next
week. Also delighted that Butcher's Close is Recycling. We have made representations
finally about to be resurfaced.
regarding the restricted access to Pittenweem
Recycling Centre. A separate article will be
Covid measures. We have asked for assistance published on this topic.
to help with social distancing, especially for
pedestrians and cyclists and are awaiting a Wall repairs. The boundary wall between the
positive response.
cemetery and Blue Stane House has been in a
state of rebuild for months, ditto the wall
Re-wilding Proposals. We have asked for between the cemetery and Denburn Wood.
specific detail regarding what is proposed. Even allowing for the lockdown, work has
Meantime there has been a response and the proceeded at snail's pace. We have asked for
'M2' adjacent to the tarmac path around Roome an update on costs and timetable - after all, we
Bay has been cut along with most of the verges. are all paying for this work through our
council taxes!
Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf
Advert/Copy Submission to
Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer
.doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone
submitting material to have regard to efficient
use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish in
original format large adverts designed as posters.
We reserve the right to edit material.

Face coverings at funerals.
If you're attending a funeral in the
next few days, you have our
condolences, but there's some
important new legislation you need to be aware of.
From 8 August, it will be compulsory to wear a face
covering if you are attending an indoor funeral.
Previously it was only advised, now it's the law.
This includes funeral services in crematoriums,
funeral directors’ premises and places of worship.
The cap on numbers of attendees at indoor and
outdoor funeral services remains at no more than 20
people, and less than 20 people if the 2m physical
distancing rules are not able to be adhered to.
Please stay safe everyone.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,
Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, John Wilson
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