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Bow Butts, Pinkerton and South Kilminning & Crail Community Partnership
Crail Matters is pleased to announce that the applications for Community Asset Land transfer
made by the Crail Community Partnership to Fife Council have been successful. The areas
involved are at Bow Butts, Pinkerton and South Kilminning. A process of legal transfer now
has to be undertaken; further details will be published as available. The Decision
Committee ".... congratulated the organisation for their excellent applications and hoped that
more organisations would come forward with these types of proposals."
The Pinkerton Triangle:
It might look like just a piece of scrubby
grassland but this summer it has had
breeding sedge warblers, reed buntings,
meadow pipits, stone chats, common
whitethroats and yellowhammers, and
has been used for feeding by corn
buntings, whinchats and tree sparrows.
We can now make sure that it stays a
little piece of wild Crail forever.
Rare sightings on the Fife Coastal Path Update

Edinburgh Festival 2020 On-line

The Male Banded Demoiselle Damselfly (featured
in last week's issue of Crail Matters) is one of the
furthest North sightings in the UK, although there
was a possible sighting reported near Aberdeen in
2019. It is also quite late in the year for them to be
recorded. This Damselfly was first reported in
Scotland about 15-20 years ago, and while there
haven't been very many sightings, they have
mostly been in the Borders, and Dumfries &
Galloway. Its
presence
seems to be
spreading,
though, with
the sightings
being quite
scattered.

It will come as no great surprise to hear
that the Edinburgh International
Festival has been cancelled. All is not
completely lost, though, as a wide range
of performances have been recorded
and made available on-line. My Light
Shines On: A Celebration of the
Festival City will run until 28th August
and covers the spectrum of events that
you would normally expect so see
(opera, chamber music, dance,
contemporary music etc.). You can
view the performances via the
Festival’s YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/
edinburghintfestival

Crail Matters only works because you
support it.
May we take this opportunity to thank all
those people who have donated funds to us
to keep our newsletter going. If you haven’t
yet supported us, then please consider doing
so. We intend to continue to publish on
Monday morning as usual until more normal
conditions return.
Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland: https://
churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/servicesonline
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal Church
is webcasting at 10am each Sunday https://
www.scotland.anglican.org/
(zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Holy Mass: Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the parish
website: http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Help Keep Victoria Gardens Beautiful

St. Johns Pittenweem open for private
prayer Sunday 11.30am until 12.30pm.
Victoria Gardens need a wee bit more TLC to Members of all religions (and none)
see it through into the autumn.
welcome for prayer and reflection.
Can all volunteers who have a spare hour or Drop in at any time for a moment of calm
two, meet next Saturday 29th at 10am for and personal reflection. Please remember
some weeding, edging etc?
to bring a mask
CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice
or a local hospital please contact:
01333 451165
Do Try This At Home
Moths often get a bad press, particularly when compared to butterflies. They are just as
interesting, however, and play a vital role as pollinators as well as providing food for other
animals such as birds and frogs too. The UK has more than 2,500 different species of moth.
Some moths fly during the day, such as the Silver-Y Moth (which has a silver “Y” marking
on each wing), the six-spot Burnet Moth (six big red spots on its wings), and the Yellow Shell
Moth. There are lots of other moths, though, that normally only
come out as the day gets darker. If you want to see them, the
best thing to do is set up a moth light trap, which is very easy to
do, and it should hopefully attract several moths for you to
observe and identify (the Butterfly Conservation site can help
here: https://butterfly-conservation.org/moths/identify-a-moth).
You can find details of how to make your own moth trap on the
Scottish Wildlife Trust’s site (along with lots of other
interesting
activities):
https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/
resource/make-a-moth-light-trap/
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photographs Will Cresswell
It might have seemed a miserable day in Crail last Monday on the 17th, but the conditions
were good. Low cloud and rain, with continuing easterlies is the best combination for
migrants to turn up. I drew a blank in the morning at Craighead, the Patch and Kilminning,
apart from a common snipe flying over calling in the mist, and then bizarrely I saw it, or
another a bit later being followed persistently by a common swift as it circled round high
above the newly harvested oat field. I really have no idea and I doubt the snipe did either. The
afternoon was much better than the
morning. I had retreated reluctantly
back home to work when I got a
phone call from the Patch that a
greenish warbler had just been
caught. The bird I have been looking
for all week. I was out of the door
even while still on the phone and
made down to the Patch from my
house in six minutes. The warbler
was still being processed and I was
lucky to see it close up. They are
subtle birds on first glance –
variations on the willow warbler
theme, greens and dirty whites – but distinctive on second. The eyestripe is stronger than a
willow warbler. The really obvious character though is the call and as the bird was released
it gave a loud “chis-wick”. The greenish warbler then disappeared into the patch. I glimpsed
it briefly again in a mixed tit flock but it would have been an uncertain id if I had not just seen
it. It absolutely refused to call again while I was in the Patch – if only these rare warblers
called more regularly – we would all be finding them a lot more often. I was back at my home
working desk within 45 minutes. I’d rather have found a greenish warbler myself at
Kilminning this week but after hours of
unsuccessful looking I am glad of any
opportunity to see one – only my 5th
greenish warbler in Crail in the last 18
years. They breed in Russia and winter in
India so Crail is well out of its way.
The weather brightened up after lunch on
the 18th and birds were fairly active after
the dull start to the day, but I didn’t manage
to find anything new in at Balcomie or
Kilminning. At least one of the whinchats
of the week before (the one with the large
pale wing patch) was still at lower
Kilminning. There were about 100 golden
plover flying around, looking for a field to roost in at high tide. I picked up a ruff in among a
group of them heading towards Sauchope but couldn’t refind them later. I did notice some
absolutely pristine juvenile redshanks roosting there, almost looking like a different species
and really contrasting with the adults. Juvenile redshanks appear at Crail later than the adults.
They have to find a suitable bit of shore to settle on – where they spend their first
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winter is pretty much where they will spend every winter for the rest of their life. The adults,
of course, have already committed and so get back to Crail straight after breeding finishes.
I spent over an hour at the Patch, Fife Ness, on the 19th – checking over 25 willow warblers,
found a spotted flycatcher but no sign of the greenish warbler. I could easily have missed it
though, and the weather overnight for the previous two days was not good for a migrant to
leave. There were three northern wheatears at Stinky Pool and a fourth at Sauchope. And
back on the beach at Sauchope two juvenile yellow wagtails amongst the pied wagtails.
Again really shy and retreating back to the airfield as soon as I tried to get within fifty metres.
Out to sea there was a steady passage of sandwich terns.
I did the full circuit last Saturday morning (the 22nd) – Wormiston, Balcomie, Fife Ness,
Kilminning and then Sauchope, rather than concentrating on Kilminning. Things have gone
off, with the wind southerly and south westerly over the weekend. The chance of a scarce
migrant has diminished but the usual August fare is still worth going out for. There was a
lump in the newly harvested rape field on the way to Wormiston. It turned out to be a kestrel
sitting on the ground. It wasn’t
feeding and I can only think it was
hunting. Kestrels are fairly good at
catching birds when they try and it
was fairly well camouflaged in the
field. A linnet or reed bunting could
easily miss it until too late. I have
only seen a handful of successful
kestrel hunts on birds and they
were all launched from a perch, by
surprise onto a bird on the ground.
But perhaps this was a young bird
that hasn’t got it together yet. A
little later I flushed a sparrowhawk perched at the back of Balcomie Beach doing the same.
It was low tide so the only things in distance were the pied wagtails. Anything beyond about
25metres tends to get away in time on a sparrowhawk attack. The sparrowhawk was a male
so a pied wagtail is a reasonably sized prey item. That said, it was only a hopeful
sparrowhawk. The swallows hawking along the dunes gave it away, with their loud “cheeseep, chees-eep” mobbing calls. There are still a lot of sparrowhawks to be seen – that
morning I saw five. Kestrels as well, three on that day too – I think the local nesters at the
airfield have probably done well this year. The sea was quiet from Fife Ness. Only a handful
of sandwich terns, kittiwakes and a flock of five turnstones passing to contrast with earlier in
the week. There were swifts coming in from the sea though, clearly on migration, and
perhaps after cutting the corner off from the Aberdeenshire coast. The swifts in Crail left last
Monday, with a reprise on Wednesday and last Saturday with 8 or so birds over the High
Street. Otherwise it has been only ones or twos. I wish them well down to Liberia or Sierra
Leone and will look forward to them coming back next May – hopefully to my swift boxes.
Kilminning had a spotted flycatcher in the woodland along the Crail road on the 22nd. It was
keeping in the canopy, probably out of the wind, with a flock of tits and willow warblers. At
the bottom it was more willow warblers and a couple of adult looking whinchats along the
usual fence line. Both whinchats and spotted flycatchers seem to occur on a westerly wind,
coming from the west of Scotland, as well as during easterlies, coming from Scandinavia.
There were at least two yellow wagtails still among the pied wagtails on the beach at the east
end of Sauchope caravan park. If they stay a week longer while the other migrants of the last
couple of weeks have gone then I think it is a reasonable assumption that they were locally
produced, and probably from a nest on the airfield. It’s a shame I can only speculate – one
more nest adding to the five I am sure about in the Crail area this year is a fantastic total.

4

Open Gardens Event - Wormiston House 13th September 2020
The Scotland wide Open Gardens events were cancelled this year but we are delighted to tell
you that thanks to the generosity and kindness of the McCallum family, we have been offered
the opportunity to arrange a one day open gardens on the 13th September 2020.
“The ongoing restoration and transformation of this ‘pocket’ estate’s 17th-century Scot’s
tower house and gardens continues to evolve and delight. Within the walled garden,
imaginatively clipped yew hedges enclose ‘rooms’ filled with luxuriantly planted herbaceous
borders, a productive potager garden, wildflower meadows, an intricate box parterre, water
features and a magical shade garden which is home to four of Scotland’s largest Griselinia
littoralis specimens. In recent years planting has extended into the wider woodland policies
and highlights include a new Nuttery (inspired by Sissinghurst), extensive wildflower
meadows and waterside plantings surrounding an impressively landscaped pond.”
Scotland’s Garden Scheme 2020.
Admission will be by ticket only, price £6 per head. Accompanied children free.
There will only be 190 tickets and to ensure social distancing requirements, the period of
entry will be limited to 1.5 hours. There will be various time slots between 09:30 and 4:30pm,
with the last entry 3pm.
There will be no refreshments and no toilet facilities. Car parking
is not within the grounds of Wormiston House, please follow the
car parking signs. Please arrive early to allow time for parking,
before your entry time.
To purchase tickets:
Online
To reward our loyal members, you are being given an early
opportunity to apply for tickets through
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/crail-community-partnership
Ticketing will be available from 8am on Monday the 24th August. Tickets purchased online
can be printed off on your own printer and should be brought to the event.
By phone
If you prefer not to purchase tickets online you can call Ticketsource on Telephone Booking
Service 0333 666 3366.
This Ticketsource number is manned between 9am and 5pm, Monday to Friday. Outside of
these times an answerphone will take a caller's message and the call will be returned when
the service next resumes.
Tickets bought via the phone service will be posted to your address. There is a charge of
£1.75 per transaction to cover postage etc. As tickets need to be posted it will not be possible
for tickets to be purchased via the phone service less than 3 days before the event.
Organised by Crail Preservation Society and Crail Community Partnership.

Colin Morrison
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UPDATE August 2020
Crail Museum & Heritage Centre
continues to be unable to open in a
coronavirus-safe way. The safety of
our visitors and volunteers is our top
priority. We look forward to being able
to open the Museum and conduct
Guided Walks again, and will make
the information available on our
website and in other places as soon as
we are able to do so.
Jonathan Armitage

Letter to the Editor
Sirs,
So yesterday I walked through Denburn wood on my, somewhat circuitous, walk to the
shops. I often do this as I find (as many folk do) woodlands calming. However, on this
occasion I came out of the wood not calm but furious. Once again some mindless vandal has
uprooted and broken a beautiful Rowan sapling planted by the Denburn volunteers only a
fortnight ago. In relation to this incident, and a previous one where many saplings, newly
planted in the same area, were uprooted and destroyed, Police Scotland have been informed.
Some of us are trying to both mitigate climate change in general by planting trees and, more
locally, to prevent some of its worst effects by stabilising the bare slope below the cemetery
with trees and shrubs. We have seen only last week, on the news, the terrible effects of
landslips and floods, or maybe some of you have been directly affected. It is up to all of us to
do our bit to stop this getting worse, but it is heartbreaking when our good work is undone
like this.
In darker moments I ask myself why I am bothering to try and make the world a better place
for future generations – I have no direct descendants and will probably have died of old age
before the worst happens and there is nowhere safe to live; food and water shortages the
world over and no wildlife of any kind surviving to enjoy. Unlike whoever is doing this
damage I recognise that humankind is part of nature not above or separate from it, and
destroying trees, plants and animals from insects up will ultimately kill all of us.
Some folk here objected to the idea of planting shrubs in the “sheep field” but surely planting
trees in gaps in a woodland is a reasonable thing to do? If you are the person responsible for
destroying this and previous trees and shrubs planted in Denburn, please think about the
future not the past.
Erica Hollis
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The Crail Seagull
I am impressed – despite being bumped off the last
page, Mr Trump seems to be keeping up with my movements. Do
you remember I told you about the mailbox in Ireland last week?
Well, I see that mailboxes in America have been locked up now too.
The only thing that concerns me is, how will the birds nesting in
them be able to get in and out?
I was a bit worried last week as there
was a large cat sitting on one of the
posts on the coastal path, I’m always
a bit wary of cats, especially big
ones. It sat there for a couple of days
and I thought, I wonder what he’s
waiting for? What patience he must have. Then I wondered if he was
lost so I took this snap. If you know his owner, let them know he’s not
lost, just waiting.

We are getting ready to welcome you back to our Museum.
We are introducing some new measures in line with Scottish Government (Covid-19)
guidelines to make sure you have a safe
and enjoyable visit. These include prebooked timed entry, enhanced cleaning,
sneeze screens, hand sanitising stations
and one-way routes in the museum
galleries.
Please do not plan to visit the museum, shop or tearoom if you or anyone in your household
has any symptoms of Coronavirus.
Visiting the Museum
Please book a timed entry ticket
Timed entry will be introduced to ensure that we can manage numbers and maintain physical
distancing. All visitors, including our Members, will need to book a timed entry ticket in
advance of their visit. Our online system will be launched soon.
Small groups of up to six people will be able to visit the museum. All members of the party
must arrive at the same time and to be granted entry. Once in the Museum you will be asked
to stay with your party and to wear a face covering throughout your visit. Please only book
tickets for yourself and your household, to help us comply with NHS Scotland’s Test and
Protect. We are unfortunately unable to accommodate school and large group visits at this
time.
Petition to Save Scottish Beavers
Any beavers in Scotland that are considered unwanted can
legally be shot. This is in spite of the fact that the Scottish
Government made them a protected species in 2019. Instead
they say that beavers can only spread naturally from their
existing ranges (in Argyll and on the River Tay):they won’t
allow conservationists and landowners to introduce them onto
their own land. Last year 20% of the entire Scottish beaver
population were legally shot. The Scottish Rewilding Alliance is petitioning the Scottish
Government to change its stance. Scottish Natural Heritage has already identified many areas
where beavers can be (transported and) introduced with minimum impact. There are full
details of the proposals on the Trees for Life web site https://treesforlife.org.uk/alliance-callson-scottish-government-to-help-beavers-survive/ which includes a link to where you can
sign the petition (at the bottom).
The closing date is 27th August 2020
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
Notes
Next meeting 31 August 7.15pm
Butcher’s Close, after many years of campaigning, was
finally resurfaced this week and looks grand. An important
Crail walkway is now safe for all to use.
We also met with Councillor Linda Holt and representatives
of Fife roads department last week. They have agreed to
complete ‘ the missing link’ at the start of Kirkmay Road
and also deal with
numerous potholes
pointed out in the
High
St,
Marketgate
and
Balcomie Road.
No timescale but
expected to be
done before bad
winter weather sets in.
The proposal to install an electric vehicle charging
point in the Marketgate South parking area has
finally received the relevant planning permission.
The location will be the last 2 bays at the end of
the asphalt surfaced area exit. This location is
suitable for a power supply and will allow the bays
to be slightly wider for improved car charging cable
access.
A visit was scheduled for last week for initial ground
works, Scottish Power connection, then the charging
unit install and commissioning will follow this.
Following several complaints regarding the
overflowing bins on Castle Street, the Community
Council has contacted the Street Cleansing Team
Manager regarding the issue. Someone had also
deposited a black bag of household rubbish next to
the bins that had been ripped apart by seagulls; this
is fly tipping and an offence.
Advert/Copy Submission to
Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer
.doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone
submitting material to have regard to efficient use of
space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original
format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve
the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,
Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, John Wilson
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