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Parking Charges

Following suspension of parking charges at in April, parking charges will
return return from Monday August 3 at on-street locations and public car
parks.
A spokesperson for Fife Council said the measures were required to “properly
manage” parking so that access for disabled drivers, shoppers, businesses and
deliveries is maintained; a turnover of parking spaces is generated to support shops/businesses;
and the road network is managed safely and requests for enforcement can be addressed.
The local authority said the return to the pre-Covid situation would support the Spaces for
People programme to help encourage social distancing and sustainable travel, and would also
help manage parking around schools when they return on August 12.
The relaxation was announced in April to not only help key workers but also to reduce the
pressure on residents’ parking in town centre areas in particular, where demand was higher.
Meanwhile, blue badges for disabled people or those with reduced mobility that expired from
January 1 will continue to be valid until the end of September 2020 in all Fife Council parking
places.
Crail Golfing Society – Clubhouse Membership
Correction:
Apologies, the following was omitted from last
week’s article.
Anybody who wishes further
information, to view the
clubhouse or to discuss
clubhouse membership please
contact Elaine Johnston,
Membership Secretary, by phone 01333 450686 or
by email to mailto:
mailto:membership@crailgolfingsociety.co.uk
Holy Trinity Church
Mass Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the parish website
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Open on Mondays 18:00 - 19:00
for personal prayer.

The Mercat Cross.
The shaft of the Mercat Cross dates from the 17th century. Originally the structure was situated much
closer to the Tolbooth to reflect its importance in Crail life. This is where Royal proclamations and
other important items of news were read out to the gathered populace by the Toon Crier and where
money changed hands on market days. The unicorn at the top is a symbol of Scottish royalty. This
cap at the top and the octagonal steps were unveiled by the Provost when the Cross was repositioned
in 1887.
The ravages of time, weather and traffic have taken their toll. The unicorn has lost its snout and a leg
and the whole structure is in need of some care. The Crail Preservation Society lodged plans with Fife
Council for the restoration of this registered historic monument and we are pleased these have been
approved. Please see below for the details.
Now begins the task of fund raising the approx. £20,000 required.
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Crail Matters only works because
you support it.
May we take this opportunity to thank
all those people who have donated
funds to us to keep our newsletter
going. If you haven’t yet supported us,
then please consider doing so. We
intend to continue to publish on
Monday morning as usual until more
normal conditions return.
Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland:
churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/
services-online.
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal
Church is webcasting at 10am each
Sunday resources https://
www.scotland.anglican.org/
(zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail will open for Private
prayer Sundays from 10am-11am &
Mondays from 6pm -7pm.

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice or a
local hospital please contact: 01333 451165

St. Johns Pittenweem open for private
prayer Sunday 11-1.00pm. Members
of all religions (and none) welcome
for prayer and reflection.

Common Red Beetle:
good for the garden because, like ladybirds,
it eats aphids.
Gordon Baxter

Keep away, these are mine!
Chris Squires
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photographs Will Cresswell
There was a young cuckoo on the beach at Balcomie on
the 19th. Stopping on its way down to Africa to feed on
burnet moth caterpillars on the ragwort at the base of the
dunes. It was reluctant to fly and sat on a rock at the top
of the beach before moving in short flights along the
beach as a couple of walkers disturbed it. Young cuckoos
are brownish and barred like a kestrel, and I was struck
just how much like a bird of prey they look. As it sat on
the beach, the local pied wagtails gathered around it, mobbing it and watching it intently.
Either they too thought it looked like a bird of prey (they keep an eye on the kestrels and
sparrowhawks that hunt on the shore like this), or it was a response to the real threat that
cuckoos represent. Pied wagtails are potential host species for cuckoos so there will have
been some natural selection for recognition. Interestingly all of the pied wagtails were local
young birds and this will be the first cuckoo they can ever have seen. Between flights the
cuckoo lolloped on the sand a bit picking up flies, and it eventually reached the gorse bushes
by the golf club house.
There were up to six whinchats at Kilminning last week. Still clustered around the gravel
road that goes up the golf course, past the water treatment shed. As I sat semi-concealed in
the grass waiting for them to come closer on the 19th, my phone kept ringing. And every time
I answered and was distracted, the whinchats came their closest. And on one call a fox trotted
across the road in front of me! I couldn’t ignore the
calls because a neighbour (Catriona Miller) had
found an unusual, young bird sheltering in her
grandson’s shoe that had been left outside the back
door. This time of year there are lots of new
fledglings and the best thing is to put them in a
quiet, safe place, to get on with it. I suggested this
and thought would be the end of it, but then
Catriona’s sister, Shona, sent me a photo of the bird
they were now keeping in a shoe box. It was a
newly fledged swift (not sadly a shoebill). It would
definitely not be a good idea to put a swift fledgling
under a bush. Swifts find it tricky to take off at the
best of times and tend to drop from their nests to gain speed enough to fly. I suspected that
this bird has tried to fledge and had botched it up and was now stuck on the ground. Another
one of those phone calls ensued, to change the plan, and I cycled back to Crail as fast I could.
When I got to Crail I found a beautiful young swift in the shoe box, apparently in good health
except perhaps slightly too young to be out of its nest. It was fully feathered but its flight
feathers still need a few days to get fully . It’s a tricky call – ideally I would put it back into
its nest but even though it was found right under the eaves of the house, there was no obvious
hole or nest to return it to. Swift chicks accumulate a lot of fat pre-fledging and the adults
stop feeding them. The chicks finish their feather growth and slim down a bit before
venturing out of the nest. Assuming this was the stage that this bird was in I took the swift
home and put it into one of my newly fitted swift nest boxes. If it still has to develop a bit
then this will be a safe place to do it, and if it is ready to fly, then this would be a good place
to start again from. The swift seemed happy enough looking out of the nest box hole.
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It tried to fledge again that day and ending up in a flower pot below the nest. I put it back again
and kept my fingers crossed. On the following day there was no sign of the bird either inside or
below the box, and we haven’t found a body in the garden in the days since. The evidence is that
it fledged. I hope it made it.
Since then I have been trying playback at my swift boxes to encourage the late season nonbreeders to get to know them ready for next year. It’s been spectacularly successful so far. The
first time I played swifts screaming below the nest boxes I had four birds flying closely around
the boxes within three minutes. Within five they had landed on the eaves above the nest and
within 10 there was an individual trying to get under the roof tiles of the next door house. On
the 23rd I had two attempts to enter one of the boxes – a brief hover in front of the hole and a
quick scrabble of legs to gain purchase, lasting only a second. There were several occasions
when a swift landed on top of the box or scrabbled up the wall under the eaves by the box. It all
looked very hopeful. The swifts have upped the ante again on the 25th. That morning with ten
minutes of playback below my swift boxes I had a pair visiting below and around the boxes
frequently, often with a third bird, and then two occasions of a bird landing at a nest box hole,
hanging on and having a good look inside. Again fantastically optimistic. Next time a swift in
the box maybe.
I had one of my wildlife highlights of the year on the
20th. An hour spent just a few metres from a flock of two
hundred dunlin. I went down to Fife Ness in search of a
little stint reported at lunchtime at Stinky Pool. When I
got there, there were only a happy family of rock poolers
and obviously no birds. I wasn’t too worried because
stints at Fife Ness tend to relocate to Balcomie Beach.
My heart fell though when I got to the beach, lots of
people, and although there was a big flock of waders,
they soon headed to the horizon as another couple of
walkers went by. I walked north to the far end as the
beach cleared of people and was heartened by a large
flock of small waders feeding on the strandline as the
shore becomes rocky again. I began a slow approach, staying right up against the dunes and
taking my time. After a few minutes I was sat just eight metres away from lots of dunlin, with
some sanderling and ringed plover mixed in. The flock was amazingly accepting of me and I felt
invisible. I was incredibly privileged to be so close to so many wild birds. Not for long – more
walkers of course, and the tide was right up so there was nowhere to walk apart from straight
past, between me and the dunlins. All my effort and field craft
wasted – or so I thought – the flock barely moved. Some birds
flew out to sea for a few metres but returned immediately, and
many just remained feeding, although a bit more warily. I
needn’t have bothered with my stealth approach. The coastal
path was busy that day (and every day last week!) and a steady
stream of walkers passed me and the dunlins (some
completely oblivious to the birds nearly at their feet), and yet
they stayed put. There is something special about being close
to animals when they know you are there, but they are clearly
not bothered about your presence. Even better when they
come to you, which is why garden bird feeders appeal so much. I was so close that I could see
the sandhoppers like a tiny blizzard erupting out of the sand at the tideline, and the sea birds
targeting those that landed on top of the water, temporarily slowing them down enough to be
picked up with a quick bill stab. It is wader season at Balcomie – I may have missed the little
stint but the signs are good for more waders to come this year. Last week I had two black-tailed
godwits, two bar-tailed godwits, a greenshank, a common sandpiper, 3 knot, lots of whimbrels,
and lots and lots of dunlin. Things are changing every day and Balcomie Beach is worth a visit
anytime, but particularly at high tide.
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Questions with No Apparent Answers
Courtesy of Jim McArthur, Crail Golfing Society

In these uncertain times when it is often difficult to
know what is happening and what we should do for
the best here are a few items to increase the
uncertainty!!
Conundrums
- Which letter is silent in the word “Scent” –
the S or the c?
- Do twins realise that one of them is unplanned?
- Why is the letter “W” in English pronounced
“double U”? Shouldn’t it be “double V”
- Every time you clean something, you just make
something else dirty!!
- The word “swims” upside down is still “swims”
- 100 years ago, everyone owned a horse and only
the rich had cars. Today everyone has cars and only
the rich own horses.
Unresolved Confusions
- In a cinema – which arm rest is yours?
- If people evolve from monkeys – why are
monkeys still around?
- Why is there a “D” in fridge – but not in
refrigerator?

- Who knew what time it was – when the first clock
was made?
Vagaries of the English Language
- Have you ever wondered why the word “funeral”
starts with FUN?
- Why isn’t a Fireman called a Water-man?
- How come “Lipstick” doesn’t do what it says?
- If money doesn’t grow on trees, why do Banks
have Branches
- If a Vegetarian eats vegetables – what does a
Humanitarian eat?
- How do you get off a non-stop flight?
- Why are goods sent by ship called CARGO and
those sent by truck called SHIPMENT?
- Why is it called “Rush Hour” when traffic moves
at its slowest then?
- How come Noses run and Feet smell?
- Why do we call it a “TV Set” when there is only
one?
- What are you “vacating” when you go on
“Vacation”?
- Did you know that if you replace “W” with “T” in
“What, Where and When” – you get the answer to
each of them?

and explore your garden a bit more closely this summer!

Colin Morrison
Minds Matter
It's normal to experience anxiety, confusion, distress and anger and our
mental well-being like our physical health can go up and down. Simply
living in a family and having friends is emotional and alongside other things
happening in the world we can sometimes feel like we're on a roller-coaster.
For young people understanding emotions, developing coping strategies
and ways to keep well are important parts of the growing up process.
For tips on helping young people with emotional well-being please like and follow Fife Families
Information Service #fifesummeractivities
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UPDATE

JULY 9th 2020

Crail Museum & Heritage Centre
is not yet able to open in a
coronavirus-safe way from 15th
July. The safety of our visitors and
volunteers is our top priority. We
look forward to being able to open
the Museum and conduct Guided
Walks again, and will make the
information available on our
website and in other places as soon
as we are able to do so.
Jonathan Armitage

Do Try This At Home
Steve Backshall, the naturalist and explorer,
has his own channel on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmURP49TgSgyIU1rgh2m7A.
During school term time, he ran a weekly
Q&A session for about 30 minutes every
Wednesday (which was also shown on
Facebook Live). The series may have come to
an end, but you can still watch the episodes on
his YouTube channel. He mostly focused on
things you are likely to see around you at
home (insects of all shapes and sizes, the
swallows that built a nest underneath the jetty
at the end of his garden, and so on), but the
questions covered a very wide range of topics.
The whole series was very informative,
particularly for those people (of all ages) who
have an interest in the natural world. It may
just inspire you to go and explore your garden
a bit more closely this summer!
In addition to the Q&A sessions, you can also
find a lot of shorter films about some of his
expeditions in the same place, although you
shouldn’t try to emulate those feats at home!
Colin Morrison
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£600 Edinburgh Flash Fiction Award
Open to anyone over 16 years worldwide
The £600 Edinburgh Flash Fiction Award is open to writers worldwide, published and
unpublished, and for stories on any topic up to 250 words.
Prizes include:

Trophy commemorating the Edinburgh Flash Fiction Award Winner 2021

First Prize £600, Second Prize £300, Third Prize £150

Invitation to our annual Flash Bash for the top twenty shortlisted writers, to be
held on Saturday 20 February 2021 at the Scottish Arts Club in Edinburgh.

The Scottish Arts Club will present one year free membership of the club to the
main prize winners

Publication in our anthology will be offered to the authors of the top twenty flash
fiction entries.

Winners announced Saturday 20 February 2021 at the annual Flash Bash at the
Scottish Arts Club, Edinburgh
£300 Golden Hare Award For Scottish Flash Fiction
Open anyone over 16 resident in Scotland
The £300 Golden Hare Award is open to all entrants to the Edinburgh Flash Fiction Award
who are resident in Scotland at the time of entry and still resident in February 2021. If you
qualify for the Golden Hare Award please tick the appropriate box on the entry form.
The Golden Hare Award includes:

Trophy commemorating the Golden Hare Award Winner 2021

£300 prize

Invitation to participate in the Annual Flash Bash on Saturday 20 February 2021
at the Scottish Arts Club in Edinburgh.

Publication in our anthology
We are grateful to the Golden Hare Bookshop, in St Stephen’s Street Edinburgh for their
generous support.
Deadlines
Entries for the 2021 competition are open from 1 June to 31 August 2020 (midnight UK
time) with the awards presented in February 2021.
To enter: https://www.storyawards.org/enterflash-fiction-award
Chief judges - Zoë Strachan and Louise Welsh
The entry fee is £6 per story. Writers may enter as many times as they wish. All funds
raised are used to support the arts in Scotland.
Crail Museum,
looking rather spruce after its
recent re-decoration.
Gordon Baxter

Graffiti on Castle Walk has now
been reported to the Police
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
Notes
Next meeting 31 August 7.15pm

Letter to the Editor
Sirs,
Fife Council has had the large bins in Castle Street emptied. Now we have another
problem! Two fish boxes have appeared today!
Can we please ensure all residents of Crail are aware that the three recycling bins at the top
of Castle Street are for the sole use of the residents of the flats behind them and two houses
in Rose Wynd, all of which have no outdoor space? They are not for public use.
It would be good if the owner of the fish boxes could remove them.
Morag McLullich

The Crail Seagull
The things you see when you go for a wee jaunt to St Andrews, I saw some bank robbers. I
did, honestly I did! They had to be robbers, they were all
wearing masks. What I don’t understand is why they were
waiting in a line along South Street
and round the corner into the square.
I think the phantom dog poo chalker
has moved to Salisbury! Someone
there is raising awareness of unsightly
chewing gum on the pavements. It
doesn’t look very nice, does it? Some
humans are very messy.
Talking about messy – did you see the
state of Marketgate last weekend?
Bins overflowing and folks dumping bags next to them when they
could have taken them home and recycled stuff, I don’t know.
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc,
.jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone submitting
material to have regard to efficient use of space - we
cannot guarantee to publish in original format large
adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to
edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Crail Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,
Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, John Wilson
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