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Mandatory MOT testing to be reintroduced from 1 August
Mandatory MOT testing has been reintroduced from 1 August
2020 as COVID-19 restrictions are slowly lifted.
Due to the coronavirus outbreak, drivers were granted a 6-month
exemption from MOT testing in March to help slow the spread of
the virus. However, as restrictions are eased when safe to do so,
all drivers whose car, motorcycle or van is due for an MOT test
from 1 August will be required to get a test certificate to continue driving their vehicle.
MOT tests are important for road safety and ensure that vehicle parts, including tyres,
seatbelts, brakes, lights and exhausts, are in proper working order.
Drivers with an MOT due date before 1 August will still receive a 6-month exemption from
testing. However, all vehicles must continue to be properly maintained and kept in a
roadworthy condition, and people are able to voluntarily get their MOT sooner should they
wish, even if they are exempt from the legal requirement. Motorists can be prosecuted for
driving an unsafe vehicle.
Universal free TV licence comes to an end for over-75s
From the 1st of August, 2020, the BBC will now means-test the entitlement, having
previously delayed its introduction because of the pandemic.
Over-75s must be getting pension credit to receive a TV licence - which costs £157.50 - for
free.
Caroline Abrahams, charity director of Age UK, said: "This is a sad day for our older
population, many of whom are feeling badly let down by both the government and the BBC
over the demise of these free licences."
She said that "more than half a million of the poorest pensioners will still have to pay for a
licence, cut spending on other essentials like food or heating, give up TV altogether or keep
watching without a licence, in breach of the law", because they still do not qualify for
pension credit.
Advertisement
Ms Abrahams added: "It is deplorable that any older person should have to make such a
horrible choice. Some over-75s have an income which 'is just a few pounds or even pence
too high to qualify them for pension credit, who will find another big bill too much to
manage'."
She continued: "Many months ago we said that we thought the BBC's plan would turn out
to be a 'slow motion car crash' and nothing that has happened since leads us to change our
minds.

WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photographs by John Anderson
We had a lot of rain last month. The 27th was
literally a washout – 15 mm of rain during the day
(the total for July was 56 mm – double our usual
monthly average). I did have a go at Kilminning at
lunchtime but even the dog got just wet and
depressed. The morning of the 28th was much
better, although the wind got progressively
stronger throughout the day. At Balcomie there
were nearly equal numbers of sanderling and
dunlin – about 15 of each, and three, probably four
common sandpipers between the beach and Fife
Ness. I also picked up an early purple sandpiper
flying up with the redshank from the roost at Fife
Ness. Only a single whimbrel, and that was down
at Kilminning coast. At sea it was mostly puffins
passing, a few manx shearwaters and an
increasing number of sandwich terns and their
noisy chasing juveniles. On my way back to Crail
I enjoyed the swallows flying low and close to
avoid the wind. But some were using it to
practically hover over the vegetation to pick off
insects, their legs dangling like storm petrels to
give a bit extra stability.
There was a cory’s shearwater flying past Crail
and Anstruther on the morning of the 30th at about
six – reported by the warden on the May Island;
the day before there was one – presumably the
same bird – in the inner Forth. Great excitement
for the local birders. Cory’s shearwaters are rare
in Scotland, and I have only seen them around Crail on one occasion in early September in 2005.
Now a very long time ago. So I bought a lottery ticket and sat at Fife Ness for about an hour midafternoon with my telescope in the light rain. I didn’t have a real hope but there were enough manx
shearwaters and fulmars passing to keep it hopeful, and I had my first little gull of the year passing,
an adult without much of its hood left. My telescope eventually got too wet and I headed for
Kilminning. The oat field had a spectacular 7 whinchats in it, probably more because they were hard
to see. As I arrived I had a group of five close together and then another two, possibly three, at the
other side of the field. So a good minimum count. I still think we are having a passage of whinchats,
with the numbers changing daily as birds arrive and leave – perhaps with a couple of the juveniles
that have been here for nearly three weeks now.
The national heatwave of last Friday eluded Crail – we only hit a maximum of 16 degrees – mainly
because of the strong south-easterly in the afternoon. It was great for seabirds though. Perfect
conditions and everything flying out of the Forth was pushed close inshore and so was passing close
enough to be appreciated. There was a steady passage of manx shearwaters all afternoon: about 150
an hour at 4 pm, and up to nearly 300 an hour by early evening. The best place to see them was at
Sauchope, where they were passing about 100 metres out. By the time they got to Fife Ness they
were several hundred metres away from the shore. I sat right at the tip of Fife Ness for a while, at
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the level of the waves, and it made the shearwaters easier to see as they broke the horizon. From
the slightly more elevated level of outside the hide they were much less visible with the sea as
background. The gannets were also very close, with fulmars, kittiwakes, puffins, guillemots and
sandwich terns also passing. And the first great skua of the year, cruising past Kilminning coast.
Gordon Baxter pointed out to me a couple of things worth looking out for at the moment. There
are roe deer in the wheat fields at the moment – every so often you notice a head poking up out
of the crop. We probably have about 20-30 in the fields around Crail just now. And the bottle
nosed dolphin pod is still about, with at least six individuals in it: Gordon had them jumping right
out of the water but I haven’t been so lucky.
Deer & Dolphin by Gordon Baxter

Crail Matters only works because
you support it.
May we take this opportunity to thank
all those people who have donated
funds to us to keep our newsletter
going. If you haven’t yet supported us,
then please consider doing so. We
intend to continue to publish on
Monday morning as usual until more
normal conditions return.
Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland:
churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/
services-online.
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal
Church is webcasting at 10am each
Sunday resources https://
www.scotland.anglican.org/
(zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail will open for Private
prayer Sundays from 10am-11am &
Mondays from 6pm -7pm.

If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice or a
local hospital please contact: 01333 451165

St. Johns Pittenweem open for private
prayer Sunday 11-1.00pm. Members
of all religions (and none) welcome
for prayer and reflection.
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The Coastal Path
While walking with my dogs one afternoon last week I noticed that the coastal path was quite
busy with walkers enjoying what seems to be too infrequent sunny days this year.
A few yards in front of me were a family group enjoying the view and walking in Crail
direction. They had quite a handsome spaniel with them who was obviously enjoying all the
sniffs, or the “pmail” as my daughter used to call these interesting pauses for dogs along the
way.
Sadly I noticed a member of the group stopping to place a dog poo bag (with contents) beside
the road near where the caravans are at Fifeness. I called out to this lady and asked who she
thought was going to pick up her bagged dog poo. To be fair, she stopped and picked the bag
up, looking quite embarrassed, but did say to me that she had been carrying this bag from
just outside Kingsbarns, without seeing a bin to put it in. However she continued on their
way with the bag.
Now I confess I had a certain feeling of sympathy for this lady. It’s fine for me. When my
lads perform, I’m in the position to bring the bags home with me, but it’s not the same for
the more enthusiastic walkers. I know that after Kingsbarns the next dog bin is at the North
end of Sauchope Caravan Park. I don’t know when or if there is another. Is there one before
Anstruther?
There’s a big difference between me carrying my bags for half a mile or so, but when it gets
to 3 or 4 miles, I can appreciate these walkers’ problem. I believe that most dog walkers do
pick up after their dogs, but tire of carrying along at the best a bulky item, and at worst a
malodorous parcel!
I’ve been advised that the body responsible for the Coastal Path is the Fife Coast and
Countryside Trust, so I’m going to contact them. Generally, they maintain the path well. For
example, a loose step was mended very promptly only days after being reported.
Surely there are places with access that a bin might be placed, for example beside the tourist
information boards at Fifeness would be suitable, or perhaps at Kilminning.
I’ll let you know how I get on, and if any of you readers also want to contact Fife Coast and
Countryside Trust, please do! Nothing to lose!
Isla Reid.

Colin Morrison
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Letters to the Editor
Sirs
We come every year to holiday in Crail and love it and the friendly people. A friend passed
Crail Matters to me this week and I was interested to read Morag McLullich’s letter. I am
afraid we were guilty of putting some cardboard into the Castle Street bin this year after
having seen it being emptied. We did not realise it wasn’t for general use. But we did take
our aluminium and plastics back home at the end of our stay as that bin was overflowing.
Would it be possible, I wonder, for Crail Matters to publish where there are recycling facilities
in Crail for general use? And maybe where those who are community minded enough to clear
fish boxes from littering beaches may put them (which wasn’t us this time).
Yours sincerely
Mary, Jenny and Sarah
Sirs,
Please find attached some pictures taken last week of the
recently graffitied buildings on the coastal path running west on
Crail's outskirts. The buildings are of historical interest, being
the WW2 Submarine Look Out Hut and the fenced-off derelict
Salmon Bothy about 1/2km further along. A rock on the shore
near the hut has also been sprayed. The first graffiti appeared
some two weeks ago on the submarine hut, two hundred meters
along the path from Osborne Terrace KY10 3RR, with new
additions appearing every
few days. The latest being on a disused water tank on the
headland above the submarine hut. The Fife Coastal path is
a popular route along our shores, much enjoyed and
appreciated by locals and visitors and it is infuriating to see
it vandalised. I understand that graffiti to a bench in the
villagethis
hassummer!
been recently reported.
and explore your garden a bit more closely
On another note, ever since lockdown started, there has been a spate
of modified cars regularly roaring,
revving and back-firing through Crail. The passing din must exceed all
environmental standards, the back-firing as loud as gun-shot. My dog
and I'm sure others can react like it's fireworks and needs calming and
reassurance. The disruption caused by airfield track events is bad
enough, but this has been occurring daily, if not almost daily. Please,
can something be done?
I greatly appreciate your time and your investigation into both these
matters.
This letter was also sent to the East Neuk & Landward Policing Team.
Name & Address supplied
Do Try This At Home
Dundee Contemporary Arts (DCA) have been running a series called Monday Makes on their
website. Every Monday they post a new creative activity for people to try at home.
This week’s activity is to make a spinning sculpture, inspired by the 2019 exhibition of David
Austen’s work, Underworld. Although the creative activity is based on using circular shapes,
there is nothing to stop you experimenting with other shapes, such as squares, or triangles. In
best Blue Peter tradition, it’s made out of things that you should have at home, so you
shouldn’t need to go out to buy anything. DCA encourages people to take photos of the
sculpture and the shadows it creates in the light as it moves, and share them on social media
using the hashtag #DCAMakes
Details about the activity and the inspiration can be found at
https://www.dca.org.uk/stories/article/spinning-sculpture and you can download the step-bystep guide to making your own spinning sculpture from that page too.
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UPDATE

JULY 9th 2020

Crail Museum & Heritage Centre
is not yet able to open in a
coronavirus-safe way from 15th
July. The safety of our visitors and
volunteers is our top priority. We
look forward to being able to open
the Museum and conduct Guided
Walks again, and will make the
information available on our
website and in other places as soon
as we are able to do so.
Jonathan Armitage

At The Honeypot – Food For A Fiver !
A big thank you to the many visitors who called by last week during our first week of
operation here at The Honeypot. We have been serving an extended breakfast menu in our
pretty garden, which has been acting as a real sun trap and a great stop off spot for everyone.
In the guest rooms, rather surprisingly, we have received our first overnight bookings from
international travellers, namely Germany & Italy and we look forward to welcoming them
here later this month, maybe!
Back inside the café we have now reconfigured our seating area with a two metre distancing
policy allowing us to open and serve breakfast when the weather is not ideal for eating
outdoors. We are currently looking closely at what we need to introduce to meet the
allowable 1 metre limit and hence extend into lunchtime and beyond.
In the meantime however, as many readers will know, the government have launched an Eat
Out To Help Out scheme designed to promote 50% discount offerings in cafes and
restaurants, so we thought it would be useful to join
the scheme and pass on these available discounts to
our customers, available Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday, that way, anyone can tuck into breakfast
and coffee for a fiver!
Look forward to seeing you soon
Graham and Edna
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Rubbish!
Strangely there seems to be a lot more rubbish and general waste about in Crail.
It seems that lots of people are cramming household waste on a regular basis into the bin on
Marketgate outside the Kirk. Perhaps folk don’t realise that this is in fact against the law, and
of course the bin fills up faster than it should. The knock on effect of this is that the Council
have to come and empty it more often. Visitors try to cram their fish
and chip boxes into it when it’s already full but that doesn’t stop
them trying! Seagulls are very intelligent birds and know where to
come for potential scraps, and the more that come, the more will!
Even more worrying, bottles are also being regularly dumped there!
The over use of Marketgate bins cannot only be visitors. Residents
are well aware of the existence of the bottle bank in Crail Primary
School playground,
but visitors might
not know this.
Perhaps if you’re
reading this and are
someone
with
property which you
rent out, you might
include in your “welcome pack”
information regarding rubbish disposal and
the location of the bottle bank. If you are a
Crail resident and also using this bin, you
should know better!
Assisted collections
Fife Council can help if you are unable to put your bin out for collection and you have no
one to help you. You may be able to get an assisted collection service if you are elderly or
disabled. This is also known as 'take out and return'.
Masks
I confess I find face masks
uncomfortable. For a start
they fog up my glasses,
and though I’ve tried
various ‘cures’ I haven’t
yet found a serious
solution. I also find a
mask quite sweaty after a
half an hour or so.
Nonetheless, the law is
the law and I’m very keen
to comply. A friend
suggested I might try a face shield. They’re widly
available on the Internet and I bought mine via Amazon.
(I’m sure other vendors are available).
What a handy piece if kit it is. I can wear it for hours at a
time without discomfort, it remains unfogged, and I can
drive while wearing it. Importantly, it doesn’t feel in any
way uncomfortable. Cleaning is simple. I spray mine after
each use with some disinfectant spray, and that’s that.
Face shields are marginally more expensive than masks,
but reusable for as long as required. None of us know how
long face coverings will be mandatory and this works for
me.
Law Abiding COVID Fighter
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Holy Trinity Church
Holy Mass: Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the
parish website
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
In future there will be no opening of
the church for Private Prayer on a
Monday evening.

The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
Notes
Next meeting 31 August 7.15pm

The drain at the Bow Butts bus stop that was dug up and 'finally
repaired' last year, has burst with effluent flooding over the footpath
and down St. Andrew’s Road. The issue has been reported to Scottish
Water with a request for an urgent resolution to the problem.

The Crail Seagull
I confess I’m a bit fed up these days. I thought that there would be lots of scraps when the
chippie in Crail re-opened, with tasty bits for me! Not so! Maybe the fish and chip fans are
feasting at home, but the pickings are very lean. However, with more visitors about, good
and bad I suppose, I thought I might have a look a bit earlier than usual.
However, I was distracted along the way from Fifeness. All you golfers and residents will
be very familiar with the desperately deep hole in the road just at the road to Balcomie Farm.
It’s in a awkward place too, just where the single track road starts.
I noticed that a worker from the Golf Courses was filling in this large hole. Now, I’m sure
someone will correct me if I’m wrong, but I thought the council was responsible for road
maintenance, not the local Golf Club. I suspect though, that what I
saw was an act of civic kindness rather than civic duty. If I’m right,
a big thanks to the Golf Club. I’m sure your patrons appreciate this.
PS. Too late for the scraps from the chip shop, but I heard a rumour
that I should check out the Marketgate bins.
This would make your eyes water, although I suspect the sign has
been poorly worded – I hope so!

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc,
.jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone submitting
material to have regard to efficient use of space - we
cannot guarantee to publish in original format large
adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to
edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Crail Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,
Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, John Wilson
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