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High Street Heroes Awards Announced
Nominations sought to recognise remarkable efforts by those who work in our town centres
and high streets during the Covid-19 lockdown and re-opening.
Find out more at: https://lovelocal.scot/high-street-heroes/.
Special awards will be presented to honour the heroes of Scotland’s high streets to reward
their dedication and determination to help those around them during the coronavirus crisis
and to allow high streets re-open safely when lockdown restrictions have been eased.
Nominations are being sought for the High Street Heroes Awards to recognise the
remarkable efforts of those who have gone above and beyond to support their communities
at a time where their help has never been needed more. Members of the public can nominate
a local person, business or organisation which they feel has made a difference - from helping
vulnerable neighbours to keeping town centres welcoming and safe as restrictions have
eased.
The awards are being organised as part of the Scotland Loves Local campaign, which
encourages shoppers across the country to think local first and back businesses in their own
town centre or high street before travelling further afield or turning to online retail giants.
Nominations for the High Street Heroes Awards can be made at https://lovelocal.scot/highstreet-heroes/. There, you can briefly
share the details of the person, local
business or organisation you would
like to see rewarded and why.
Nominations opened on Monday,
August 24th and will close at 5pm on
Friday, September 11th. Everyone
nominated will receive recognition
from the Scotland Loves Local
campaign. A selection of nominees
chosen from across the country will
also receive a special Scotland Loves
Local
prize
and
potential
opportunities for local and national
media coverage.
A critical part of the campaign is
highlighting the fact that it’s the
Funnel Cloud over Crail: 15:00, 26th August
people behind the businesses which
make our town centres special - not
Dan Scott
simply the buildings and shop units
which are found on them.

Fife Council’s bulky item collection service
has resumed
The bulky uplift service has restarted, with
local people able to book an uplift online from
1 June by visiting http://www.fife.gov.uk/
bulkyuplifts
Collections will be carried out on the Saturday
after householder landfill (blue) bins have
been collected.
Visit www.fife.gov.uk/bulkyuplifts to book
and pay securely online for this service, at a
time convenient to you. This online service is
an easy way to arrange the collection of
unwanted items and offers an alternative to
booking a slot at one of the council's open
recycling centres.
The council is also advising local people to
see if any item can be reused first, before it is
uplifted. Householders can find out more
online about how an item can be re-used at:
https://www.fife.gov.uk/kb/docs/articles/binsand-recycling/household-recycling/a-z-ofrecycling/reuse

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice
or a local hospital please contact:
01333 451165

UPDATE August 2020

Crail Museum & Heritage Centre
continues to be unable to open in a
coronavirus-safe way. The safety of our
visitors and volunteers is our top priority.
We look forward to being able to open the
Museum and conduct Guided Walks again,
and will make the information available on
our website and in other places as soon as
we are able to do so.

Crail Matters only works because you
support it.
May we take this opportunity to thank all
those people who have donated funds to us
to keep our newsletter going. If you haven’t
yet supported us, then please consider doing
so. We intend to continue to publish on
Monday morning as usual until more normal
conditions return.

Jonathan Armitage

Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland: https://
churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/
services-online
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal
Church is webcasting at 10am each
Sunday https://
www.scotland.anglican.org/
(zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Holy Mass: Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the parish
website: http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church will be open for
worship 6 Sept. See later article in this
issue.
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photographs John Anderson
On the 26th I couldn’t even see the sea from my house because of the storm. We had 18 mm of
rain on the Wednesday, most of it horizontal. The next day I went down to Fife Ness to see if any
seabirds had been blown in. A really good seawatch is incredibly addictive. The birds keep
coming past you and there is always another one to
check, or the horizon to scan to pick up the next one.
And the next one may well be something really
good. I have about two or three of these every year,
when the winds are good and there are birds
everywhere. Last Thursday afternoon was one of
them. I spent ninety minutes at Fife Ness but could
have spent all day there. The highlight was a flock of
nine long-tailed skuas passing well out, but close
enough to be identifiable, moving steadily north
over a couple of minutes. More long-tailed skuas
than I have seen on the Crail patch in the last
eighteen years. And long-tailed skuas are one of the
top birds you can ever see. There were a couple of adults, with their caps and long tails, at least
one pale juvenile and the rest dark juveniles. Long-tails keep in a tight flock when migrating and
that also makes them special. Not just one but a whole lot of them when you finally get lucky and
see them. About ten minutes earlier I had two distant possible long-tails, but both, if they were
long-tails, were dark juveniles so I was unsure: if they had passed after the distinctive flock, I
would have been quicker to called them as definites
too. More passed closer in a bit later when I was away
checking Balcomie Beach and letting my very patient
dog have some reward for sitting quietly for the
previous hour.
I also had a juvenile black tern. This one close in and I
watched it dipping down to the sea back and forth for
a few minutes. There were hundreds of common terns
passing mid-afternoon, adults and juveniles, so I had a
feeling that there would also be black terns about: in
total that day, I think 5 black terns were seen from Fife
Ness. There were also some arctic terns. Sandwich
terns were also common. I had my first sooty
shearwater of the year, powering along distinctively as
usual, looking twice as strong and determined than a fulmar and in a completely different class
to the few manx shearwaters that also came past. There were a few bonxies passing: I saw seven
including two passing right over our heads as they cut the corner at Fife Ness. I had six little gulls,
all first winter birds apart from one adult. Not so many kittiwakes, but enough to get you going
as more distant ones needed to be checked for Sabine’s gulls. And some other things passing in
small numbers to give variety: common scoters, red-throated diver, knot and a whimbrel. A
female sparrowhawk also tried to get in on the act by hunting a couple of times across the rocks
in front, putting the oystercatchers into a panic both times. Something to see and check out every
few seconds. I finished off the almost frantic seawatch with the contrast of the quietness of The
Patch: just a couple of willow warblers and no sign of the pied flycatcher and redstart that also
came in with the southerlies and rain. But I couldn’t feel disappointed: I had had my good luck
already for the week.
I put in another hour and a half out at Fife Ness and Balcomie on the 28th before reluctantly
coming back to Crail to start work. A very strong north-easterly had me hiding between the block
house and the hide, but even so it was a bit eye-watering. The seawatching wasn’t as good as the
day before but it was still well worth it. More sooty shearwaters, at one point a group of three
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passing, much closer than the 27th. I had seven past in an hour
and smaller numbers of manx shearwaters. There were little
gulls passing. At one point I was following the only skua of
the session – a pale phase arctic, powering past with the wind
behind it and looking chunky compared to the long-tails of the
day before – when it started chasing one of the little gulls. Not
a fair fight. Little gulls really are small and next to an arctic
skua, look tiny.
The gannets were coming by within a few metres of the rocks
and with them two juveniles. I saw my first fledged gannet
three days before. In
the strong wind they were flying as easily as the adults. They
are much heavier as they fledge with a lot of fat to sustain
them as they learn to fish, and usually you can tell a juvenile
by the depth of its wing beats. But it was a free ride as their
airspeed kept them in the air with minimal effort. That
evening as the wind died down I saw a couple more new
fledglings and then their labouring flight was obvious as they
headed past Crail for their first time, out into the North Sea.
There were some apparently confused pale-bellied brent
geese passing. One flock of ten milled around Fife Ness flying
north and then south for a while as a squall blew in. They are
very powerful geese, even though small. They fly fast and
easily I think, like whimbrels. Enough mass to fly forever, but not so much they aren’t fast and
manoeuvrable. But this flock looked lost and not very capable for a while before seeming to pull
themselves together and heading determinedly south.
I fed my developing sea watching addiction with about four hours at Fife Ness last Saturday. The
wind was still a strong north-easterly, there were still lots of birds passing, but there were few skuas
and barely any shearwaters. I had about 10 sooty shearwaters in total, but they were at the horizon
apart from one closer flyby and by early afternoon they had completely disappeared. Only one arctic
skua and about seven great skuas. There was a good tern passage again, picking up in the late morning.
Mostly arctic, then sandwich and then common terns. There were more brent geese incongruously
heading north – or the same birds of the last few days still passing back and forth.
The wind made looking north difficult, so I sat for most of
the time looking south-westerly in to the Forth, using the
hide as shelter. By mid-afternoon there was a line of birders
doing the same. It turned out to be a good thing even though
the shearwaters were most visible north-easterly. First I
picked up a peregrine a couple of kilometres out from the
coast flying along the horizon. And not just going
somewhere, I could see it doing hunting dashes, accelerating
down into the wave troughs before soaring up like a
shearwater. At one point I saw a little gull – looking like a
little lapwing at the distance – flying up in front of the
peregrine and it was briefly tailed chased. I lost the peregrine
still apparently hunting even further out to sea. It will have
been a long flight back to the May Island or Fife when it
caught something. A little later I picked up a grebe flying out
of the Forth. Grebes are very rare passing Fife Ness for me – every two or three years. This was a
slavonian grebe.
Later in the morning, again looking south towards the May Island, I picked up a tern with very rapid,
clockwork wing-beats, it hovered before plunging down in a steep dive to the water’s surface, and
then back up to repeat it all again. A little tern and a species I have been waiting to add to the Crail list
for a while. Little terns breed a bit to the north of Fife Ness and a bit to the south, but for some reason
they never seem to fly by. They must migrate far out to sea. This little tern was a first winter with hints
of brown on its mantle and a little helmet of a cap. But the plumage doesn’t really matter, it is its
behaviour that identifies it. A tiny tern on speed, or in a Charlie Chaplin movie. My last little terns
were in Senegal a few years’ ago, diving down into the waves as they crashed onto a sandy beach.
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Letters to the Editor
Sirs,
I was down at the harbour beach early Sunday morning. I noted a
butterfly fluttering around the cliffs and although too high to get a
good picture I could easily see it was something a bit different. Once
home I checked in the book and identified it as a Wall Brown. Then
this evening, I recalled the article in last weeks issue of other
sightings in different locations.
Dan Scott, Roome Bay.
Editorial Note
There's also been an unconfirmed (i.e. no photo) sighting out at the
old airfield, and one was again seen on Saturday closer to Caiplie
Caves this time. Maybe the Wall Butterfly is making a real comeback
in Fife!
Sirs,
Re: Booms at the Harbour
The booms at the harbour were used during storms to protect the fishing boats. Heavy tidal
surges would come in and out of the harbour and in 1959 before the booms could be placed,
one of the fishing boats, the Gem, was sucked out of the harbour and finished up on the rocks
at the west end of the beach.
Storms from wind direction east south east were the most dangerous for Crail harbour. The
fishermen would instinctively muster at the harbour towards low tide and the harbour master
would take the decision to deploy the booms or not.
The operation took 8 men working in extremely hazardous conditions as the wind was at its
strongest. The booms were craned into place at low water by the fishermen, often in the early
hours of a winter morning. On occasion, a car would be driven to the end of the west pier
with headlights on to provide some light for the operation. The booms would be lowered into
place and secured with the use of chains and wedges. They were last used in 1978 by which
time the fishing was poor and there were only 6 working boats in the harbour. It seems that
the storms are less powerful nowadays and the booms are no longer required.
The west pier was designed by Robert Stevenson (noted engineer of lighthouse fame) at the
beginning of the 19th century and in 1854 both piers were extended to take the booms.
Another reason for the narrowing of the harbour mouth was that it was prone to silting up
with sand from the beach.
Eric Morris (Trustee Crail Museum)
Dear Crailers!
We are looking for a nanny/babysitter to care for our energetic 14 month old daughter for
approximately 20 hours per week (timings flexible). Must be cheerful, willing to spend
plenty of time at the park, and able to wrangle 12kg of toddler! Please email
dawn.hollis3212@gmail.com if this sounds like you.
Dawn Hollis, Crail

Colin Morrison
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We're looking forward to welcoming you all back safely!
It's been a long time coming, but the wait is almost over. We're just
making the final preparations for our phased re-opening, and as
always, the safety of our customers and staff is what's most
important to us!
We want to thank you for your patience and continued support.
We're extending a feel-great offer to our existing leisure active, direct debit members with a bonus six-weeks' offer!
Oh! Yes! Our supersized savings will help you to get active by kick-starting your fitness
regime in the comfort of knowing you don't have to pay anything until 1st November 2020.
Annual/Monthly Passes
We are honouring all lost time from March 2020 by allowing all Leisure Active members the
opportunity to extend their membership.

Good News: Crail Parish Church is opening for worship
Following Scottish Government Lockdown easing guidelines and of clearance from Presbytery,
the Kirk Session, having overseen all necessary preventive cleaning and sanitising measures, the
Church will open for weekly worship on:
Sunday 6th September 2020 – service starts 9.45 am “It is likely that the service will last
approximately 30 minutes, and be a mixture of prayer, music, readings and teaching.” Attendance
will be limited up to a maximum of 50 persons and requires to be booked in advance by
contacting: Helen Armitage Tel; 01333 450516 or email Armitage@talk21.com
Those unable to book a place by reason of the limit having been reached will be given priority for
the following Sunday.
Please note the following – for the safety of us all.
You should not attend church if:
1. You are feeling unwell or have covid-19 symptoms
2 You or your partner or someone in the family or household/ extended
family or permitted social circle is vulnerable, or is shielding.
3 You have not secured a place by booking in advance.
Should you become unwell at Church
Anyone with mild symptoms should exit the building following the advice
of door staff and make their way home by their own private transport and follow HPS advice on
households with possible COVID-19 infection. Anyone too unwell to make their own way home
should leave the body of the church to either the vestry or vestibule on the advice of the
designated door duty person, the latter to phone 999 and follow advice.
The Offering.
Owing to concerns with potential virus spread and the lifespan of the virus, especially on metal
surfaces, the offering will not be taken during the service.
Please leave your offering on the plates at the door.
Use of the toilet is only in an emergency as it will need to be sanitised after use.
Should you have any questions please contact us on
Armitage @talk21.com or the minister on 01333 311630
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Do Try This At Home
Citizen science projects are everywhere these days, with the general public being asked to
contribute data, usually voluntarily. Examples include the Big Butterfly Count, run annually
by the Butterfly Conservation charity https://butterfly-conservation.org/ Having lots of
people contribute a few items of data, is often quicker, and cheaper than having one person
collect the same amount of data.
One of (the only?) benefit of this year’s lockdown has been that more people have been (re-)
connecting with nature. If you’ve been taking photos of the creatures you’ve seen, you can
help the cause of science by adding them to the iRecord database: The goal of iRecord is to
make it easier for wildlife sightings to be collated, checked by experts and made available to
support research and decision-making at local and national levels https://www.brc.ac.uk/
irecord/. (or for the phone app: https://irecord.org.uk/app/)
It’s very straightforward to set up an account, and doesn’t take long to learn how to add
records. The basic data you’re asked for includes the date, the identity of what you’ve seen
(so you may have to do a little homework here), how confident you are in your identification,
how many you saw, and where you saw it (using the interactive map).
You may receive notification emails saying, for
example, that your sighting is outside the
expected area for a particular species, or that it
requires an expert to make a definitive
identification. Don’t be deterred by this! These
notifications are automatically generated by an
algorithm which is quite coarse (e.g., Wall
Butterfly sightings in Fife are flagged as being
outside of the normal range where they can be
found, yet there have been around 10 sightings
this year!)
Once you’ve signed up, you can search the
database to answer questions such as how
many sightings of Wall Butterflies have been
recorded for Fife this year? Your data can also
be used by people like the Crail Community Partnership to help understand the local wildlife,
as we decide how to re-wild the area to provide a suitable habitat for these creatures.
Crail Preservation Society - Crail Community Partnership

Victoria Gardens

OPEN GARDENS
Wormiston
House

Many thanks to the dozen volunteers who
turned up on
S a t u r d a y,
plus
the
many others
who did their
bit
during
the week to
give
the
gardens
a
good tidy up.

KY10 3XH

Sunday 13th
September 2020

Keep Crail
beautiful!

Timed entries from 9.30 - 3.00
1.5 hours per slot

Tickets : £6

For �ckets :
www.�cketsource.co.uk/crail-community-partnership
or telephone

Ticketsource on 0333 666 3366

See Crail Matters or crail.info websites
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The Royal Burgh of Crail
and District Community
Council
Notes

Weeds and Grass Cutting; Social Distancing
Initiatives, Sustrans.
Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Secretary’s Report

Next meeting 31 August 7.15pm by video
conference. For details of joining instructions Update Crail Partnership: Asset transfer;
contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com East Neuk & Landward Community
Policing;
Agenda
Re-wilding proposals;
Action Summary: Fence between Balcomie Fife Councillors Reports;
Housing Estate and Graveyard Extension;
AOCB
Monoblock and Potholes High St North;

The Crail Seagull
Just to keep you on your toes, I’ve been returned to the back page - best till
last!
I think Fife Council must be strapped for cash again. They have obviously gone for an odd
assortment of cones down Shoregate instead of the promised double yellow lines. You know
that I’m not too fussy but the cones don’t even match!
I see that someone has dumped a couple of tyres down
by the working pier at the harbour. I’m no expert but
these have come off a sporty vehicle. Some humans
are so lazy and messy.
I have a new chum, a rather fetching fledgling starling
(well, I think so but I’m too embarrassed to ask).
Anyway, he told me he saw a common shrew, foraging
around in the long grass on the coastal path, about 100
yards from where
the stile is as you head west to Caiplie. Did you know, the
wee ones can sometimes be observed following their
mother in a ‘caravan’? Each shrew grasps the base of the
tail of the preceding shrew so that the mother runs along
with a line of young trailing behind. I never knew that,
did you? I’m not sure if he’s too bright though – I asked
him if he had seen the giant crane that they're using to
build a wind farm? No, he said, whereabouts?
Advert/Copy Submission to
Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer
.doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone
submitting material to have regard to efficient use of
space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original
format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve
the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,
Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, John Wilson
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