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Wilding Supplement
Editorial Comment
Fife Council is proposing to change its approach to how it manages green open spaces in
these challenging times. The rewilding of land will deliver a more sustainable
management approach to grasslands across Fife, supporting outcomes that meet the
Council’s aspirations as framed within the Plan4Fife ambitions. The programme aims to:
- Improve the quality of Fife’s parks and greenspaces for people by making them more
diverse, interesting and attractive places to visit.
- Protect and enhance biodiversity.
- Involve local people in conservation actions and thereby raise awareness and enjoyment
of our environment.
- Reduce CO2 footprint.
Meet Fife Counil’s obligations under Scotland’s ‘biodiversity duty’ to futher biodiversity.
The plan includes proposals for Crail which are explored further in the following. Details
of the overall proposals can be found on the Crail Matters website (crailmatters.com).
Crail Matters would like to encourage public participation in developing the proposals for
Crail.
The Community Council is inviting comment to: (crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com).
In addition, Crail Matters would be happy to publish any views readers wished to air.

Crail Rewilding Opportunities
Here in Crail, we are fortunate (as opposed to most other East Neuk
villages) to have many areas of open space in and around our beautiful
village. Traditionally, the public facing areas have been maintained by Fife
Council on the basis of close cutting of grass. Over the last few years,
almost completely due to financial cutbacks, this pattern has been changing
with many areas starting to be ‘rewilded,’ or, as some would say –
neglected.

Since the start of the Pandemic in March, several areas have not received any grass cutting,
and others have only received irregular or minimal treatment. This has led to some
discontent about the appearance of Roome Bay in particular, but also the Bow Butts
triangle, the area below Castle Walk, Victoria gardens etc. But it has also resulted in an
increase in wildflowers, insects and birds, and positive comments. Regardless of which
point of view prevails, we can confidently expect that Fife Council will look to reduce costs
and do less work on these areas in the months and years ahead.
The Charrette outlined opportunities to increase the natural habitat around Crail and
introduce more walkways, cycle paths etc. We are therefore very pleased and welcome the
fact that Fife Council have proposed an alternative long term grassland management
scheme that includes various areas in and around Crail, to turn the reduced grass cutting
into a coherent strategy that could potentially enhance Crail.
The Fife Council indicative
plan in the re-wilding outline
shows 5 proposed areas in
Crail:
1) Amenity ground at West
Braes Crescent
2) The area below Castle
Walk
3) Land at the end of Bow
Butts
4) Roome Bay
5) Area adjacent to the
entrance to Sauchope
Caravan Park.
In addition, it is suggested that proposals are considered for:
a)
b)
c)

A hedge along the boundary of the path that runs adjacent to the cemetery extension
A wildflower meadow in part of the cemetery extension
The former footpath adjacent to the sheep field in Room Bay Avenue.

There will need to be plans and detailed proposals for each area. It is also being suggested
that there is an initial trial area and that the land below Castle Walk would be an ideal site
for this in terms of location and size.
It is important that rewilding is managed and that it is not just abandoning previous land
management. We therefore need specific proposals for each area including a management
plan and service level agreement so that we know exactly what service we can expect from
Fife Council. That said, it is open to the community to help through our very strong
volunteer force to supplement whatever is agreed.
As a first step we need to know the views of the community on these different proposals.
Please email Crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com - with your thoughts and ideas,
suggestions and criticisms. We will collate these with a view to a public presentation once
we have further input from Fife Council as to the specific proposals for each area.
David Jerdan, Chair, The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
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Why we should have wildflower meadows in Crail
You will have noticed that some areas of grass that are normally cut regularly to keep them
short have grown up into meadows during lockdown. Much as we have missed our hair cuts
so we have missed our grass cuts. But after lockdown – should we go back to what we had
before? It’s a serious question because Fife Council has taken on board the environmental
argument that repeatedly cutting grass in urban areas is a huge expense when there are other
more pressing priorities, and regardless of economics, bad for the environment – increasing
global warming, reducing biodiversity and generally making environments less resilient to
things like heavy rainfall and flooding. The Council have estimated by allowing just 10% of
the lawns they cut in public areas to revert to meadows that they can save enough carbon
dioxide annually to equal 9,000 car journeys crossing the whole of Fife, from St Andrews to
Kincardine. The Charrette also identified that many people in Crail would like to see more
wildlife friendly areas in Crail and to increase the amount of wildflower meadow instead of
close-cut amenity lawns. And we all acknowledge (except President Trump) that we face an
environmental emergency, with global warming and reduction in biodiversity making life
harder and with fewer options for our children, and their children. A permanent change is
necessary, beneficial and welcome.

The lockdown meadow at Roome Bay – a happy accident that we can maintain for wildlife
and for Crail
But what would it mean for Crail? Less grass cutting from the Council and the grass cutting
that they do being much more targeted and in a more wildlife friendly way. But aesthetically
there will be a change: areas that used to be lawns will now be meadows. Some people find
meadows in urban areas untidy, as if somehow the area has become neglected. Others find
short amenity lawns dull and uninspiring, and prefer to see the vastly increased diversity of
wildflowers, insects and birds that occur in meadows. It’s all down to how much you value
tidiness in your urban spaces versus how much you value the plants and animals there. But
to be frank, we are now in a situation where we can’t afford to cut the grass regularly, we
know it has considerable environmental costs and the only benefit from it is that we have a
tidy view. If we haven’t thought positively about meadows before and miss the neat and tidy
grass in Roome Bay and Castle Walk, then perhaps it is time to have a closer look at what we
might gain from less groomed grassy areas.
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The main advantage to creating meadows instead of short grass lawns is the increase in the
number of species of plants, including many wildflowers, and so the things that eat the plants,
the insects, and so the things that eat the insects, the birds. This summer in Roome Bay, for
example, the house martins and barn swallows have been turning the increased number of
insects in the meadow there into big, well fed broods. It’s a simple equation – more insect
food, more chicks with better survival, more swallows next year. The butterfly diversity has
also increased in Roome Bay, with common blues and ringlets being reasonably common this
year as their food plants have grown large enough to support their caterpillars. There have
been many more bumblebees. Most of our bees, butterflies, and our migrant birds like
swallows have been declining seriously in numbers for the last 60 years because of our
intensive management of the environment reducing suitable habitat. It’s a sad fact that
spotted flycatchers and cuckoos – relatively common just two generations ago - no longer
occur around Crail because there is little insect food for them now. I did hear a cuckoo briefly
this spring at Balcomie, but it had no reason to stay, and I suspect it headed west where there
are still wild meadows and big caterpillars.

One of species we can expect more of with less grass cutting – a common blue butterfly.
Several have been seen in the new Roome Bay meadow this summer
Meadows vary of course. Some are better than others in terms of how they look and how they
function for biodiversity – some full of wildflowers and diverse grasses and others, unkempt
shaggy masses of a few dominant species. The key is management. When to mow, how you
mow, whether you introduce certain species like yellow rattle that parasitise the grasses so
that wildflowers dominate, whether you seed with wildflowers. Wild meadows can look very
aesthetically pleasing if you get it right, and with close mowing around the edges and neat
mown paths through them, they certainly don’t look neglected. So this is our challenge in
Crail. Like the flower tubs and Denburn where volunteers work hard to enhance our natural
environment, we can do the same with our grassy spaces, to create biodiversity but also
attractive areas that enhance the environment of Crail.
The Crail Community Partnership that arose out of the charrette had big plans this year to
begin management of some of our potential wildlife areas to enhance biodiversity, with
training planned in strimming and grassland management for volunteers, who have already
committed to the challenge. Obviously, these plans have been on hold, as with everything.
But in the meantime, there has been a change of policy in Fife Council towards urban grass
cutting – partly in response to things like the Crail Charrette which demonstrated an appetite
for prioritisation of wildlife friendly areas within communities, and partly in response to the
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financial crisis that Covid 19 has initiated. The emergency has inadvertently moved forward
the process of rewilding our intensively managed public space. Even if we had not planned
a rethink of some of the grassy areas in Crail already, we would need to think about it now.

The emerging wooded wildflower meadow at
Bow Butts – already with a wild bird food
plant area – but with much more potential
What we need to do now is to decide how
best to manage the grassy areas of Roome
Bay, Triangle Park, Castle Walk, Bow Butts
and some smaller areas scattered around
Crail (as on the Council plans linked to in the
introduction). How much mowing we will do
as a community, and how often, and what
kinds of wildflowers and insects we might
aim for by seeding or planting? Where we
will maintain neat mown edges, or paths
through the meadows. How we can involve
as many people in Crail in managing the new
wildlife areas and monitoring the change in
biodiversity that will be a measure of its
success.
There are lots of places in Crail where we
can do much better for ourselves and also for
wildlife. For example, the path beside the
cemetery extension. The council manages
this bit of grass for us with a heavy hand. But
imagine a neat but wildlife friendly hawthorn
hedge instead of the ugly fence that is
currently sprayed with herbicide twice a year.
Imagine wildflowers along both edges and
only the central path mown regularly.
Imagine an avenue of small fruit bearing trees like rowans or blossom trees like wild
cherries along the left hand side.
I hope that in fifty years time Crailers will look at pictures of the neat short grass of Roome
Bay and wonder at the strange custom of our time of cutting nature out from our homes.
They might even be hearing cuckoos as they do it.
Will Cresswell
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An Example
St Mary’s Church, Slaley in Northumberland established a wildflower project 20 years ago
in land set aside for a graveyard extension. Recently they have been holding sociallydistanced short Sunday worship services on the mown area besides the wildflower patches
during lock down - a very successful initiative.

The Scottish Rewilding Alliance
Imagine a Scotland where nature is reawakened. Where the lost tapestry of Scots pine,
rowan, birch, oak, and aspen that once draped itself across our hillsides is stitched back
together. Where our land and seascapes teem once again with wildlife. Where nature-based
enterprises support thriving communities. Where human connections to the natural world
are strengthened in villages and cities.
Imagine a wilder Scotland!!
The Scottish Rewilding Alliance (https://www.rewild.scot/) is a collaboration between likeminded organisations who share a mission to enable rewilding at a scale new to Scotland.
Its approach embraces working in partnership with landowners, communities, interest
groups and government to achieve a shared agenda that shapes the landscape. Its goal is a
flourishing ecosystem, supporting self-sustaining nature-based economies which secure a
future for local communities.
Rewilding offers Scotland a brighter future. Scotland could be a world leader in
transforming its environment so that it works in all its colourful complexity, cleaning air
and water, storing carbon, reducing flooding and attracting people to live, work and visit.
Rewilding is not just abandoning land - it requires careful and consistent management.
Rewilding opportunities may include reinstating lost hedgerows and planting new ones and
introducing trees as well as allowing natural indigenous growth. Each site needs careful
assessment so the particular choices made reflect both the natural potential of the area, and
the uses to which an area might subsequently be put.
What is also clear is that community engagement, both in decision making and in managing
rewilding areas is vital to realise maximum environmental and community benefits.
Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,
Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, John Wilson
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