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Shoregate: Temporary No Waiting/No Loading at Any Time
Commencing Tuesday 15/09/20 between 10.00hrs and 16.00hrs,
or until earlier completion of deliveries. This is to allow
deliveries of plant to Crail Harbour to be carried out in safety.
Both Sides - from jct. Westgate/High Street in a south-easterly direction for a distance of 10m
or thereby.
East/South Sides - from jct.
Castle Street to approx. 5m or
thereby west of west gable of
property no. 36 Shoregate.
West/North Sides - from opp.
Jct. Castle Street to west
gable of property no. 33.
Fife Council Roads and
Transportation Services is
responsible for these works
and can be contacted as
follows:
Tel: 03451 555555 Ext.
443045
Emergency/Out of Hours:
03451 550099
See page 2 for details
The Editors of Crail
Matters
have
been
informed of the death of
John Clayton. John was a
good friend to many in
Crail, and he had a lively
interest in the well being of
our community. We offer
our condolences to his
family and friends.

Dredging Operation in Crail Harbour
The plan is to dredge the areas 1-2-3 in that order, it is likely they will spend no more than
two days in the respective areas, working 4-5 hours over low water.
The first moves will be the creel boats, this should be completed by Wed 16 September. This
will allow for the creel boats to use that wall, or if may be possible to find a temporary berth
in Anstruther.
There will also be limited parking, all non-harbour traffic will be stopped from coming
down, there will also be a couple of welfare units for the workers to comply with COVID
restrictions, please park with consideration.
The Harbour Master will be on site for the time the dredger is working.

2

WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photographs John Anderson

With all the meadow pipits and the white wagtails around, perhaps it is not a surprise that
there are also some wheatears passing
through. I had six at Balcomie and
another two on the runway next to
Kilminning on the 6th. The juveniles are
all now in their first winter plumage,
showing oranges and buffs.
There were still white wagtails about
most of last week. One to three at
Balcomie and another two on the eastmost beach at Sauchope. I read that the
pattern of moult is a good guide because
white wagtails have moulted (replaced
their feathers) by August whereas pieds
drag on through September. The result is
that juvenile pieds look scrappy, messy
and even a bit downy, compared to
pristine and neat whites. It seems to work well, particularly for getting the paler grey backed,
and paler greyish flanked juvenile pieds right.
As I watched the wagtails at Sauchope on the 6th, a female sparrowhawk flew down from the
airfield to land on the rocks at the east end of the beach. After the initial alarm and chaos of
starlings, wagtails and some of the waders departing as it arrived, a few birds drifted back to
the other side of the bay. The sparrowhawk, instead of launching itself directly at the
turnstone and redshank about 75 metres away, flew back up to the airfield. I forgot about it
and returned my attention to the wagtails
that were also now drifting back to the
beach. One minute later though the
sparrowhawk was back, this time
attacking from the west side of the beach,
using the chalets as cover. It had clearly
been scoping out where everything was
on its first visit. Despite a five star rapid
and covert second approach it didn’t
come close. There were just too many
birds on the beach and it was spotted even
before it came over the tideline. The
sparrowhawk sat on the rocks again
afterwards to recover its pride before a
couple of carrion crows rapidly saw it off
the premises. If the sparrowhawk had caught something it would have had a job holding on
to it. There is massive safety in numbers on the rocky shore at the moment. I am seeing
sparrowhawks hunting on the shore every time I am out – I watched another series of hunts
on dunlins at the north end of Balcomie Beach just an hour earlier (also brought to a close by
crows). But I haven’t seen any kills.
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Everything stayed much the same last
week. I was down on Balcomie Beach at
mid-tide on the 9th: still 40 or 50 dunlin,
twenty ringed plover, one sanderling and
three bar-tailed godwits. There were two
white wagtails among the many pieds at
the strandline, and then only pied wagtails
at Sauchope later. There were still
wheatears all along the rocky shore. I
think a lot of the swallows have gone.
There are still lots about, but in flocks in
odd places that suggest that they might be
migratory parties stopping for a feed. There is no real sign of any change in the prevailing
settled westerlies, so this may turn out to be a very quiet September.
I was hoping by predicting that that the
winds were going to stay the same, that it
would guarantee an instant onset of
easterlies. Clearly no-one was listening.
The wind continues westerly, almost gale
force last weekend. Last Friday (the 11th),
at least, I had my first pink-footed geese.
A flock passing over St Andrews in the
morning, heading for the Firth of Forth
and the Lothians. The rest of Friday,
though, was more of the same: dunlins,
ringed plover and a bar-tailed godwit on
Balcomie Beach; some knots on the
rocks. A couple of sandwich terns at sea.
An ever diminishing pool of swallows
around the airfield.

Update on the opening of Crail Church
From the 4th October Crail Church will be open every Sunday
for worship. The minister The Rev John Murray will lead
worship on alternate Sundays starting on the 4th October. On
the Sundays between it will be relayed to Crail whether by video
link or by the worship team.
All services will be at 10.30 AM please note the change of time.
October 4th

Crail: Rev John Murray

October 11th live streaming to the other churches from Anstruther
October 18th

Crail: Rev John Murray

October 25th

live streaming to the other churches from Cellardyke

If you wish to come to the services you will need to book as we still are only allowed 50
persons in Church. Please either call Helen at 450516 or email Armitage@talk21.com to
reserve a place.
Good news we have been awarded £20,000 from the Common Good Fund for the renovation
work in the tower.
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Denburn Dispatches
On 5th September a decent team of Denburn diggers
assembled for the monthly maintenance session, still
keeping our social distances and bringing our own flasks
of tea.
The main work this time was removing a dead tree that
had come down smashing branches off neighbouring
trees in its fall. Despite the fallen tree being well dead, it
was pretty tough to saw through so several people had a
go at that in turn and others dragged or barrowed the freed up wood away. Entangled as it was
with nearby trees and shrubs it required dismembering to remove the damaged limbs of
healthy trees had to be pruned back to prevent rot
setting in. This resulted in such a huge pile of both
dry and green wood that a pile of deadwood was left
by the gate for folk to collect as firewood – two days
on it has all disappeared a good result all round.
Plenty of branches were left deep in the wood for
wildlife – important for hibernating hedgehogs if we
have any. About 3m of the thick ivy covered tree still
lies where it fell – hopefully as another wildlife
habitat.
On-going work to clear the burn continued and a
camera was erected with signage. It looks like the
buttressing of the graveyard wall is almost complete –
we can only hope that is the case and we can get some
bulb planting done there before winter sets in – and reopen the sadly missed path. Some of the leaves are
starting to turn so I expect we’ll be manning the rakes
to clear fallen leaves from the paths next time.
Hopefully we’ll meet again the first Saturday of October at 10am although it will probably
still be bring your own flask! New volunteers always welcome – believe me you can get a
better work out here than in the gym and all for free!

Fife Ness: Colin Morrison
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Crail Matters only works because you
support it.
May we take this opportunity to thank all
those people who have donated funds to us to
keep our newsletter going. If you haven’t yet
supported us, then please consider doing so.
We intend to continue to publish on Monday
morning as usual until more normal
conditions return.

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice
or a local hospital please contact:
01333 451165

Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland: https://
churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/servicesonline
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal Church
is webcasting at 10am each Sunday https:/
/www.scotland.anglican.org/
(zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).

UPDATE August 2020

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Holy Mass: Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the parish
website: http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk

Crail Museum & Heritage Centre
continues to be unable to open in a
coronavirus-safe way. The safety of our
visitors and volunteers is our top priority.
We look forward to being able to open the
Museum and conduct Guided Walks again,
and will make the information available on
our website and in other places as soon as
we are able to do so.

Crail Parish Church will be open for
worship 6 Sept. See later article in this
issue.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open on Sundays at 11.30am
for Holy Communion.

Jonathan Armitage

Valencia Sowry
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Protect Scotland app launches
The free Protect Scotland App is here to help keep Scotland safe from coronavirus. The
app is the next step in stopping the spread of coronavirus and complements existing contact
tracing measures, helping us to determine contacts that we may have otherwise missed, and
allows us to alert people at risk far more quickly so they can steps to reduce the risk of
infecting others.
How the App Works
This app uses tried and tested technology developed by Apple and Google and is already
working successfully in other countries across Europe. It works in the background using
minimal data and will automatically alert you if you have been in close contact with another
app user who has tested positive. And if you test positive, the app can quickly alert those you
have had close contact with. The app uses Bluetooth technology, so it never knows your
identity or location.
The app focuses solely on proximity tracing. If an individual tests positive for COVID-19,
they will be sent a unique code to their mobile. If they give permission, the data will then be
sent to a server so close contacts also using the app can be notified by text and advised to selfisolate. It will not include additional functionality such as QR code software to allow for
venue check in/outs. It also will not include symptom checking as this is available via the
NHS 24 COVID-19 app.
The NHS Scotland’s Test and Protect is available to download on protect.scot and via the
App Store (https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/id1526637715) and Google Play
(https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.scot.covidtracker).
For more information on the Protect Scotland app visit www.protect.scot

what3words: Never get lost again
what3words is an easy way to identify precise locations. Every 3m
square has been given a unique combination of three words: a
what3words address. Now you can find, share and navigate to precise
locations using three simple words. what3words addresses are
accepted by over 80% of UK emergency services as well as the AA,
and many UK delivery companies. Businesses and hotels display
what3words on their contact pages, and booking confirmations –
anywhere you would normally find location information.
Use what3words to:
- Help emergency services know exactly where to find you
- Plan exact meet-up locations
- Tell car breakdown services where you are
- Navigate to any destination easily
- Save your favourite memorable spots – a viewpoint, waterfall or proposal location
- Save key work locations, from incident reporting to delivery entrances
- Help people find your business or Airbnb.
- Guide people to accessible entrances.
If you experience any problems or have any questions, email us at
mailto:support@what3words.com
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The Royal Burgh of Crail
and District Community Council
Notes
Next meeting 28 September 7.15pm
Double Yellow Lines for Shoregate: Objections to permanent parking restrictions on
Shoregate were overturned at the recent North East Fife Area Meeting. Double yellow lines
will be installed to correct the dangers of inconsiderate parking making access to the harbour
for essential and emergency vehicles safer.

The Crail Seagull
I was a bit fed up the other day and as I haven’t been to St Andrews for
ages, I took a swift swoop up there. It’s ages since I’ve seen so many
young people there but what I fail to comprehend is why they’re not muzzled, it’s strange. I
also happened to notice that they don’t seem to observe the rules of the road. There are lots
of different crossings too but few of them are used by the young un-muzzled folks. There are
Zebras crossings and some birds too - Puffins, Toucans, and Pelicans crossings but I’ve never
seen any of these in St Andrews, have you? If they design another, I wonder if they would
call it a Seagull Crossing? Anyway, I’m famous elsewhere. - a very well know author, Ann
Cleeves (not to be confused with Anne of Cleves), has written a book
all about me and believe it or not, it’s called ‘The Seagull’, so clearly,
it must be about me. That know-it-all sparrow told me it’s about my
‘relationship’ with a lady detective called Vera, I’m thrilled.
I suspect that the golfers among us, not that I’ve tried that sport myself,
will be pleased to see that there has been some road mending going on
the road between Crail and the Golf Club this past week. I thought I’d
have a look as it seems a while since this last happened. What I’d
forgotten was the smell of whatever it is they use to fill the holes. It
reminded me of something, so when all was quiet I took a closer look.
That “black” smell reminds me of the stuff that’s occasionally found in
the sea which is very dangerous to us birds. I edged closer and this stuff
was worryingly sticky. Hope it’s not a bird trap! There are lots of these black patches so us
birds will have to be careful where we land. The sparrow said I’m being a bit silly, as folk
used to think we seagulls were, but I’m always suspicious of the things people do . It’s very
seldom for our benefit.
That aside, I’m pleased that our breeding season has finished for this year so that means I’ll
have more time to keep an eye on the East Neuk. I’m sure there’s lots of interesting doings
for me to see!

Advert/Copy Submission to
Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer
.doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone
submitting material to have regard to efficient use of
space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original
format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve
the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team this week: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry,
Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, John Wilson
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