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Wormistoune Open Garden

After the disappointment that all the open gardens plans
over the summer fell victim to the pandemic, it was a
particular pleasure to have a ‘limited’ Open Gardens at
Wormistoune last Sunday.

High summer has passed; however there were still plenty
of plants and shrubs that were showing best face. Loads of
fruit trees bursting with pears and apples and lots of other
vegetables still giving of their best. There has been
substantial additional tree and other planting in and
around the estate, all adding to the attraction and maturity
of the gardens.

It was possible to ensure
plenty of parking and
social distancing and
everyone who attended
really enjoyed the
relaxed ambience.

Over £700 was raised
from ticket sales to be
split between Crail
Preservation Society and
Crail Community
Partnership. It is hoped
that a follow up event
will be held in the spring
of next year.
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Dr Geo Chalmers and Pat Metcalf
The sad death of Dr Geo
Chalmers occurred on Friday
last week shortly followed by
her close friend Pat Metcalf on
Sunday. Both were well known
in Crail and contributed to the
life of Crail. Geo was on the
Crail Preservation Society
Committee and had been
Chairman of the Museum Trust
as well as an elder in the
Church. Pat was well known
for her art and for starting the
art group in Crail.
Both will be sadly missed by
their friends and family.

Shoe Box Appeal

Shoe Box Appeal leaflets will be in Crail Kirk from 4th October. The filled Shoe Boxes
should be returned on Sunday 1st November. This means that they can be delivered for

Christmas.

New developments for Crail Matters, and an invitation

If you receive our digital issue notification, you will have noticed we have included a Flip
link to a Special Supplement on ‘Fifers in the Spanish Civil War’:
https://online.fliphtml5.com/nvoeb/aqlw/ It is also available on our web site. We will from
time to time publish such supplements. We would like to invite any of our readers who have
a particular interest in an area or activity, and who would like to produce a supplement, to
contact the Editorial Team - we would be delighted to help construct material and publish it.

A birdwatcher excitedly scans the
horizon to find the bird that left
this huge ‘deposit’ on the harbour
wall … Colin Morrison
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Short Term Lets Consultation
The Scottish Government has launched a consultation on detailed proposals for regulating
short-term lets in Scotland. Detail of the Consultation paper can be found at https://
www.gov.scot/publications/short-term-lets-consultation-licensing-scheme-planning-control-
areas-scotland/ Three potential interventions are being explored:
- to establish a licensing scheme for short-term lets using powers under the Civic
Government (Scotland) Act 1982;
- to prioritise work to give local authorities the power to introduce short-term let
control areas under powers in the Planning (Scotland) Act 2019; and
- to carefully and urgently review the tax treatment of short-term lets, to ensure they
make an appropriate contribution to local communities and support local services.
The intention is to lay the regulations giving local authorities powers to license short-term
lets and introduce control areas in December so that they can be in force by spring 2021.
Consulting on the detailed proposals forms a part of the preparation to do this. The
Government want your help in
getting the details right.
The work on short-term lets was
paused in March 2020 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, and
resumed in July 2020. The delay
caused by COVID-19 means that
this will be a shorter period of
engagement than originally
planned.
A consultation has been launched
at https://consult.gov.scot/housing-
services-policy-unit/short-term-
l e t s - l i c e n s i n g - s c h e m e /
consultation/subpage.2016-07-
07.1474135251/ This closes on 16
October.
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell

Photographs John Anderson

There was some contrasting weather last week. On the 14th and 15th there wasn’t any wind
and the sea became flat calm so that the only ripples on the Forth were from the fishing
boats. There was a slight haze so the horizon disappeared: all the birds and the boats on the
water appeared to be floating in the sky. It was a perfect evening on the 16th for seeing
anything at sea. Scanning from Crail you could see seals everywhere, their backs and heads
breaking the surface as they swam along, but because there was absolutely no scale they
looked like otters or beavers or even water voles. It was quite surreal. I sat in Roome Bay at
dusk and you could hear people talking from the other end of Crail, and the even the
pipping of the house martins too high up to see. The wind is so constant on the coast that
when it truly disappears it transforms everything. The evening was topped off with a female
merlin, passing by in the half-light over the rocky shore.

The 16th was completely different. A frantic
easterly breeze and seabirds – red throated
divers most noticeably up in number from
normal - scurrying past over the white horses. I
tried my luck at Kilminning first thing, although
without some rain a brief spell of easterlies is unlikely to amount to much. And so it was,
perhaps some new willow warblers, goldcrests and a single garden warbler feeding on the
elderberries in the barred warbler spot. Most noticeable was the large number of robins
ticking away from the trees along the Fife Ness road and along the shore. They have started
coming in – the first real winter songbird migrants. There will be a lot of fighting over the
next few weeks as the resident robins put the onslaught of continental birds in their place.

And then back to calm again on the 17th. A bright day with the wind dying down to a light
westerly by the evening. There were a few new migrants. A pied flycatcher at Kilminning
which I missed, but I did have my first two fieldfares of the winter as I searched. It’s always
nice to hear their grumpy chacking as they arrive for the winter. There were more pink-
footed geese coming in, with flocks passing over Crail most of the day. None of the flocks
have been particularly large yet. At the Patch at Fife Ness I found a spotted flycatcher, a
couple of siskins and had a common snipe flying over. And another migrant – a very
tattered painted lady butterfly. My first of the year to contrast with the invasion of last year
when we had hundreds around Crail by August.

My bad luck with pied flycatchers continued on the 18th. A second bird was seen at
Kilminning at lunchtime but it wasn’t there later in the afternoon. Like the bird of the day
before it was back on its way after only a short stop. The weather was perfect for migration
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for much of last week.
Many migrants, when the
conditions are good and
they are not crossing a
barrier like the sea or a
desert, fly overnight and
might make only a few
hours stop the next day,
before starting off again.
I’ve tracked whinchats
that apparently make a
continuous two week
flight from West Africa to
eastern Europe. They
must stop to feed, but
never for very long. Many
do stop on the way for
much longer – with clear
stop-over sites,
particularly after and
before barriers, or

coincident with headwinds or bad weather. Nothing like the present conditions. That said,
the garden warbler was still at lower Kilminning feeding on the elderberries just as two
days before, making a more protracted stay. There’s always an exception. Other migrants
were coming in that day: skylarks in small flocks arriving from the sea and there were two
chiff-chaffs at Kilminning that probably weren’t there the day before.

Third time lucky with a pied flycatcher on Saturday the 19th, and another beautiful weather
day. I connected with one at the top of Kilmmining in the morning – again it was wasn’t
seen by anyone after lunchtime, so another short stayer. I picked it up at the top of an ash
tree along the road. My last pied flycatcher this year was in Liberia on January 17th. On top
of a tall emergent rain forest tree, forty metres above the ground above a burnt clearing.
Structurally identical to Kilminning, if a bit warmer. Being a migrant is all about variations
on a theme: different places but the same mix of vegetation. As long as there are insects.
The flycatchers this week may well be on their way to Liberia. The sense of connection
with far off places on the planet when I see a migrant is part of their appeal to me. As is
their here today and gone tomorrow nature, but always there to look forward to again next
spring. The pied flycatcher was about it for migrants apart from lots more skylarks coming
in. I walked across a few stubble fields putting up tens of skylarks in each. I was hoping for
a Lapland bunting. It really should be lapland in the stubble rather than a needle in a
haystack. Lapland buntings come in on the easterlies with the skylarks in September
although they are more likely later in the winter. Fife Ness was beautiful that morning – a
slice of Mediterranean blue – but quiet. A few wigeon passing and a string of little gulls,
about 40, spread out on the water in the middle distance.

I did the full Wormiston, Balcomie loop last Saturday afternoon. Trying some more stubble
fields and the yellow house at Wormiston where I’m sure there will have been a flycatcher
hiding. It’s a shame you can’t go into the garden. It was high tide when I got to the shore.
Lots of mallards and a few teal with the roosting herring and black-headed gulls. On the
beach there were about 70 dunlin, some ringed plover, redshank and a juvenile ruff. The
first one this year on the ground and close. Balcomie Beach is still busy with people but the
waders kept dodging round them, even at high tide. But it made getting close to them a
matter of luck. As I cycled back to Crail I saw my first barn swallows of the day. They have
been slipping away all week. I think the house martins have done the same.
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Crail Matters only works
because you support it.

May we take this opportunity
to thank all those people who
have donated funds to us to
keep our newsletter going. If
you haven’t yet supported us,
then please consider doing so.
We intend to continue to
publish on Monday morning
as usual until more normal
conditions return.
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CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice

or a local hospital please contact:

01333 451165

Worship Resources:

The Church of Scotland: https://
churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/services-
online

St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal
Church is webcasting at 10am each
Sunday https://
www.scotland.anglican.org/
(zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Holy Mass: Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the parish
website: http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk

Crail Parish Church is open every
Sunday for worship. The minister The Rev
John Murray will lead worship on alternate
Sundays starting on the 4th October. On
the Sundays between it will be relayed to
Crail whether by video link or by the
worship team. All services will be at 10.30
AM please note the change of time.
October 4th Crail: Rev John Murray
October 11 - live streaming to the other
churches fromAnstruther
October 18 Crail: Rev John Murray
October 25 live streaming to the other
churches from Cellardyke.
If you wish to come to the services you
will need to book as we still are only
allowed 50 persons in Church.
Please either call Helen at 450516 or email
Armitage@talk21.com to reserve a place..

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open each Sunday at
11.30am for Holy Communion. Services
are conducted by the new Priest in charge,
The Rev. Steven Butler. Services are
currently being live streamed. Strict social
distancing measures apply.

Coastline Community Church,
Pittenweem Sunday Services 1000 and
1200. Because of Covid-19 distancing
restrictions, seating is limited and should be
pre-booked by 5pm the Friday before. Face
coverings must be used, and there will be
no communal singing for now. Please
follow the stewards instructions.
For details/bookings phone or email us.
01333 312041 /pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

UPDATE

Crail Museum & Heritage Centre
continues to be unable to open in a
coronavirus-safe way. The safety of our
visitors and volunteers is our top priority.
We look forward to being able to open the
Museum and conduct GuidedWalks again,
and will make the information available on
our website and in other places as soon as
we are able to do so.

Jonathan Armitage
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Crail Community Partnership (CCP)
Community Asset Transfers

Readers may recall CCP has made a request for Community Asset Transfers, to Fife
Council. The council has released the formal Decision Notices for Bow Butts Park, The
Pinkerton Triangle and South Kilminning (including the Nature Reserve). These documents
can be found at Fife Council CAT Notices (https://www.fife.gov.uk/kb/docs/articles/have-
your-say2/community-planning/community-asset-transfer). Within the Decision Notices
you will find the Terms and Conditions that will apply to these transfers.
We have until the 18th March 2021 to complete these transfers. The next step is to raise the
funds to pay for the legal fees involved in the Asset Transfer process, and some initial
planting costs to start improving the natural environment in those areas. We are going to
pioneer Crowd Funding for Crail projects, with 3 rounds of funding in the next few months
for Bow Butts, South Kilminning and The Pinkerton Triangle.

Bow Butts Community Consultation
To set the process in motion CCP would like to hold a community consultation which will
allow people to ask questions about the Asset Transfer process in general, and discuss the
ideas for enhancing the natural environment in Bow Butts. In the present circumstances we
feel we cannot arrange face to face discussions, so we invite anyone interested to write in to
crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com. Updates will be published in Crail Matters.

Bow Butts Park - Crowd Funding
To complete the transfer of this land from Fife Council we need to pay the legal fees. We
would also like to raise funds to start the planting out of Bow Butts Park, depending on the
final plan. Our target is to raise £3,000, with a stretch target of £4,000. Crowdfunding will
be launched in Crail Matters on the 28th September.”

Proposed Plantings and Costs
Initial plans have been developed for the planting and layout of Bow Butts, which can be
seen in the diagram below. We have also included some estimated costs, and an indication
of volunteer requirements.
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One off costs:
185 L x 1 W metres Hawthorn hedging COST (c. £1,000)
2 x 3 m saplings e.g. oak (or similar large tree) COST (£150) Annual
850 m2 wild bird annual seed mix COST (£40)

Management
Signage in Bow Butts Park COST (£750), Planting 2 trees VOLUNTEER
Planting hawthorn hedge and bushes VOLUNTEER
Annual costs Preparation of ground for wild bird annuals VOLUNTEER . Strimming of
meadows and removal of grass VOLUNTEER
Regularly during the summer.Mowing of short grass paths in meadow areas
VOLUNTEER

Crail Festival Putting Green Proves Popular in 2020

Despite many reservations regarding the opening of the putting green this year, Crail Festival
Society is delighted to report that the green has been as busy as previous years with 4,163
rounds being played. Delighted that an activity on their doorstep was open when most were
not happening, players were more than happy to follow safety guidelines as well as giving
contact details for track and trace. It was very gratifying to hear their praise on the condition
of the green and the safety measures put in place. As ever, the hoops of joy when scoring a
hole in one speaks volumes. We saw regulars coming from the East Neuk villages every
evening. The greatest pleasure of all was seeing grandparents, parents and children
competing together.
Let me share an email from one of our volunteers.
“It has been a pleasure to resume my small role in volunteering this year and to see the
enjoyment it gives to so many families and individuals alike. I was talking to a family from
Liverpool. They spotted our busy green in passing and stopped to see if they could book.
They were pleasantly surprised when informed they could play immediately, observing our
code of distancing etc. When on duty many passing motorists spot that the course is open
with sanitizing of clubs, golf balls etc. Many return I’m sure due to the welcome they receive
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from all volunteers So thanks for the opportunity to be a part of it all and more power to your
elbows for next year.” I think that says it all.

Well done everyone who made the safe 2020 opening possible. The list is endless but I must
make special mention and thanks to the Crail Golfing Society greenkeepers who work on the
green in Spring and Autumn. Their efforts are evident as each year the playing surface is
improved. The mowing team consists of six focused, experienced and careful individuals
who not only mow every two days from May to September but weekly in the colder months.
They are under extreme pressure to keep mowing lines straight and even as each cut is
examined by the team and, indeed, commented on unscrupulously.Thank you for your
commitment, you deserve to be justly proud of a job well done. What would we do without
our 57 starter hut volunteers? They have enthusiastically come up to the plate making sure
putters and golf balls are cleaned and available for the players whilst imparting the safety
guidelines and recording contact details. Above all, they have carried out the task with fun
and enjoyment. Thank you.
If you would wish to be part of this jolly community team in 2021 please contact

Jenny Gowans Tel: 01333 450108
Email: jennigowans@btinternet.com

Karail

Crail Parish Church has decided to do an edition that will cover the winter period and will
feature upcoming events (hopefully that can take place), news and it would be good to
share how lockdown and coronavirus have affected you/your organisation.

This will be a very unique edition of Karail as will have personal reflections from various
community members/organisation about coronavirus and is the first edition for Revd John
Murray who joined us in July.

Please send anything for inclusion to Heather Aird (Karail Editor)
on heatheraird@btinternet.com by Sunday 11th October.

Vandalism in Roome Bay Thursday evening/night

Disgraceful
vandalism has
occurred in Roome
Bay on the evening/
night of Thursday17
September. The
Rubbish Bin was
ripped out of ground
and the inner bin
tossed over the
fence, with the
contents spilled all
over. Fife Coast and
Countryside Trust
have been informed
as have the
Community Council
and Police Scotland.

Colin Morrison
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Dredging Crail Harbour. Colin Morrison



Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max
Taylor, Gordon Baxter, John Wilson

Advert/Copy Submission to
Crail Matters

The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer
.doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone

submitting material to have regard to efficient use of
space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original

format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve
the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:

https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes

Next meeting 28 September 7.15pm

The Community Council are making progress with plans to instal at least one solar
compactor bin to help combat spikes in demand for the busier bins as a result of more
'staycationers.'
There are plans to have an autumn beach clean and we hope to announce details in the near
future.

The Crail Seagull
I must watch out, I’ve heard (but
refuse to identify my source)
that these massive sea eagles, or
‘flying barn doors’, that have been around have
been successful in raising a chick on the East Coast
of Scotland. I hope they’re not near Fluke Dub.

Well its the end of summer, and less people around.
What a busy summer its been. I’ve never eaten so
many chips, so I’m well covered for winter.

Seen all the potholes in the roads? Every year it gets worse and worse, and Fife Council seem
to do less and less by way of repairing them. Just imagine what it will be like when winter
begins, with the rain and frost.

My elderly friend in Cellardyke has been complaining to me about the big bangs that seem
to go off at odd times in the early morning and at night. I seem to remember something
similar here in the fields behind Balcomie, but at least the bangs are only in the day time.

Change of date for No Waiting zone on Shoregate
The contractor has requested that the commencement date be brought forward by one day
for the No Waiting zone to Tuesday 22/09/20 and Thursday 24/09/20 daily between
10.00hrs and 16.00hrs, or until earlier completion.
This applies to both Sides of Shoregate - from jct. Westgate/High Street in a south-
easterly direction for a distance of 10m or thereby.
East/South Sides - from jct. Castle Street to approx. 5m or thereby west of west gable
of property no. 36 Shoregate.
West/North Sides - from opp. Jct. Castle Street to west gable of property no. 33.


