
Crail Matters understands that leaflets have been widely circulated claiming that the
COVID emergency is a hoax. More than 2,500 people have died in Scotland after testing
positive for COVID-19, with thousands hospitalised and suffering long term negative
consequences. This is not a hoax. Crail has been fortunate not to be badly affected - lets try
to keep it that way!!!
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Free - donations welcome - suggested donation 60p

www.crailmatters.com

We are pioneering crowdfunding for Crail
projects. Crowdfunding opened on the 26th
September.
To participate in crowdfunding use this link
Bow Butts Park.
Or go to www.crowdfunder.co.uk, then
Explore and enter Crail as the Location or
Bow Butts as the Keyword.

If you prefer not to donate online but would
like to make a donation please contact David
Jerdan on 01333 450797 or Dennis Gowans
on 01333 450108.

Fife Council, has approved the transfer of Bow Butts Park to the Crail Community, that is
Crail Community Partnership. This means we can determine how Bow Butts Park is used in

the future.

To complete the transfer of this land from Fife Council we need to pay our (CCP) legal
fees. We would also like to raise funds to start the planting out of Bow Butts Park,

depending on the final plan. Our target is to raise £3,000, with a stretch target of £4,000.

Bow Butts Crowdfunding

https://www.crailmatters.com
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/bow-butts-park
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NHF Fife

Problems booking a flu vaccination
appointment? NHS Fife Chief Executive,
Carol Potter said:
“We have seen an unprecedented response
from those looking to arrange their annual flu
jab over the last few days. While this is
encouraging, we are aware that many people
have experienced difficulties getting through
to the dedicated phone line.
"We are very sorry that our systems and
processes have not been adequate and
effective enough to deal with the demand and
would want to reassure the public of Fife that
we are taking steps to rectify this. We accept
that on this occasion our planning was not
sufficient, and we should have been better
prepared to deal with the level of calls
experienced.”
“We appreciate this has caused
understandable anxiety for some members of
the public and we would like to offer our

sincere apologies to those affected. We also
want to thank local people for the
understanding shown thus far and ask for
their continued patience in the coming days.
“A significant number of vaccination clinics
are planned to take place in almost 90
community venues across Fife in the coming
weeks. Please be assured there is no shortage
of appointments available, and all of those
who are eligible to receive their flu jab will
have the opportunity to do so ahead of flu
season. We would encourage members of the
public to hold off
calling if they
cannot get through
immediately in the
next few days and
to try again next
week when we
will have
increased our call
handing capacity.”

Crail at Night

Colin Morrison



WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell

Photographs John Anderson

There was a flat sea again on the 20th, with no waves breaking except on the shore. The
swell was enough to hide a passing gannet
though. It made spotting things easy again. I
cycled alongside a pod of about 15 bottle-nose
dolphins from Roome Bay to Kilminning, just
beating them to Kilminning Castle which I
climbed to get a good view of them leaping out
of the water. There seemed to be a young one
(half adult size) that was jumping out into the
air and then inspiring some of the adults to do
the same. Out to sea there were a lot of little
gulls on the water and a single great skua
passed. At Kilminning itself there was a
blackcap on the elderberries and a flock of 8
redpoll flying over and calling. There was a
little rain the night before but the winds are all
over the place rather than steadily easterly so I
don’t think anything new came in.

I seawatched at Fife Ness for nearly an hour. Another great skua, hundreds of little gulls
(mostly far out in feeding rafts with kittiwakes), a couple of red-throated divers, 6 manx
shearwaters and an immature or mostly winter plumage black guillemot. It’s been a few
years since I have seen a black guillemot for the Crail list. There seems to always be one or
two around most years but you have to get lucky to see one. They always stand out a mile
when you see one fly past with their big white ovals on their black wings and speckled
plumage, contrasting with the uniform black upper and white lower of the other auk
species.

There was a grey plover on Balcomie Beach with the dunlins on the 22nd. A subtly spotted
and striped juvenile. There are usually one or two grey plover that winter between
Balcomie and Kenly, although I suspect this is a bird passing through like the ruff of last
week. There was second ruff at Sauchope that day – it didn’t look like the same bird as the
week before – greyer legs and a much less rufous tinge to the fringes of its back feathers.
But it was a grey afternoon in contrast to the sunshine of my last sighting. Today’s bird was

feeding on a mat of rotting seaweed
floating on the water’s edge, almost
walking on the water like a jacana.
While I was sat watching the ruff I
got a text from John at Fife Ness
where I had seen him about thirty
minutes earlier. An otter, fishing
right in front of him. There have been
several sightings of otters at Fife
Ness this summer. Sooner or later I
will get lucky too, but I think my dog
might make it later.

There were some easterlies on the 23rd but apart from a blackcap at Kilminning I didn’t
find anything that had been brought in. A speckled wood butterfly was a highlight. They are
getting commoner every summer but they are still unusual in this bit of Fife.The sea picked
up during the afternoon, with manx shearwaters and a couple of arctic skuas past Fife Ness.
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There were a lot of kittiwakes passing and also out in big feeding rafts at the horizon.
Mixed in with them were little gulls – some were passing too: it’s hard to assess their
numbers, but there are probably hundreds visible from Fife Ness at the moment. Only one
sandwich tern past, a few red-throated divers and one of the first red-breasted mergansers of
the winter instead of the usual goosanders. On the way back I found a pink-footed goose
sitting on the edge of the golf course. Hopefully just having a rest rather than on its last legs
although it let me get within a few meters.

The 25th and the 26th brought hundreds of sooty shearwaters and little gulls past Crail and
Fife Ness. The wind was a strong north-easterly, making it unseasonally cold at Fife Ness,
but good for the shearwaters. The sooty shearwaters were mostly far out, breaking the
horizon in big arcs, travelling very fast
even though they are all heading north.
There were several hundred counted in a
few hours on the 25th, and then the
same on the 26th. I counted about one
every minute past Crail, heading east
before they will have turned north when
they got out of the Forth. Little gulls
were also passing in big numbers but
they are much harder to count. They
hang around a bit and go back and forth,
feeding as they go rather than just
travelling at top speed like the
shearwaters. Surprisingly, there was
little else passing. There were kittiwakes, but mostly very far out and only really
identifiable as clouds of gulls at the horizon. Gannets everywhere of course and lots of
juveniles, looking themselves like shearwaters with the wind strong enough for them to be
able to do the same kind of dynamic, circular gliding to tack into the wind.

Sea watching is the social side of bird watching. Usually being in a noisy, social group is
not very compatible with seeing anything but when your birds are passing at several
hundreds of metres – even kilometres – away, then it really doesn’t matter. And the other
unusual thing about sea watching is the time machine effect. Usually if you are birding and
see something unusual, it is only a quick glimpse and then it is gone. There is little chance
to share your sighting and it’s not really your priority when you only have a few seconds to
spare. There is only the moment. But when sea watching you have a time machine.
Seabirds pass at distance and from a headland like Fife Ness you can easily scan about 100
degrees. Even a fast bird like a sooty shearwater will take minutes to pass by. Someone
looking south towards the May Island can pick up an interesting bird and shout out as loud
as they want to attract the other watchers’ attention. All you have to do, if you haven’t seen
it, is to look into the future, a few degrees in front of where the first observer is still looking
(by the angle of their telescope). Then move your own telescope back until the seabird flies
through your field of view. True, waves can get in the way and you might misjudge the
angle, but you just repeat further forward in time until you get it right. If you are looking
north when most are looking south, and the birds are heading north, then you get to see
everything that was seen by the others a few minutes ago. An instant replay, and a good
way to learn as you listen to the running commentary of the other observers. And of course,
you might get that rebel seabird heading south to scoop the others. Sea watching is a great
team effort. You spot so much more with more observers, and often identification is
difficult, so several opinions and perspectives can really help. This builds camaraderie
amongst birders in a way that almost nothing else does. I think for some sea watchers it
might be the same as for some coarse fishermen – it’s the company and the chat that is the
attraction.

And so it was last Friday afternoon. A line of five of us in the lee of the hide (two metres
apart in a gale so fairly socially distanced) shouting each sooty shearwater out and working



as hard as we could to up the ante and spot something even more unusual. A team effort to
get the highest day total of these fantastic birds as possible. After about an hour I left them
to it and headed down onto the rocks where John Anderson was sitting, in his usual spot,
fully exposed at the water’s edge to get that
bit closer. As I approached he turned round
and started mouthing “get down, get down”.
There were 8 Knot in a tight little flock
barely eight metres from John. I had seen this
flock arrive about thirty minutes before but
lost sight of them and had forgotten about
them. John was already in place and suddenly
had them trotting by at nearly arm’s length. A
group of juveniles, probably fresh from the
Arctic, and John may have been the first
human they have seen. Or they were just too
tired, and the wind too strong to much care
about anything apart from getting some
feeding done. They didn’t react to me or my
dog and I sat down besides John to take some
photos. It was a great experience to end the
afternoon with – sitting right next to some
wild birds that you usually only see at a
distance, so close you could almost see your
own reflection in their eyes. And the final
icing on the cake. The north-easterly to jet
propel me on my bike back to Crail.

Crail at Night

Colin Morrison
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Vandalism

Last week, we reported on the vandalism in
Roome Bay, where a rubbish bin was
ripped from its concrete anchor, with
rubbish scattered around. This week,
regrettably, we have received reports of
further more serious vandalism. On
Saturday night, a local fisherman was
told that a couple of boats had their ropes
loosened off at some point during night
and had been bumping around in the
harbour. One, Rotten Shamble, has damage to one of the engines, a broken propellor, and a
broken fin. If this cannot be repaired, a new engine will have to be purchased at an
estimated cost of £7,000. Fortunately, the hull has not been severely damaged, but the
owners may need to submit an insurance claim if the engine cannot be repaired.

Andrew Reilly, who lives above Reilly Shellfish at the harbour, noticed the boat almost
being carried out of the harbour mouth just after midnight and managed to get aboard to
secure it assisted by some people who were partying on the beach at the harbour. Had it not
been for Andrew, the damage would have been much more severe.

This is the second time one of this owner’s fishing boats has sustained damage while
moored in Crail Harbour - several years ago 2 pallets were thrown down and smashed the
windscreen on another boat.

On Sunday morning, a further act of what
appears to be vandalism occurred, when
teenagers were found playing in the
Community Hall, with damage to the floor.
To add to this, earlier in the week yet more
mindless vandalism occurred in Beechwalk
Park.

All of these have been reported to Police
Scotland, and the issue will be raised at the
Community Council on Monday evening. This level of damage is not acceptable, and we
would urge anyone who has knowledge of these events to contact Police Scotland. These
are fragile times for everyone, but we will only come through this with a resilient and safe
community.

Public Landscape

Notwithstanding the vandalism above, Crail has come through the recent lock down in fairly
good shape. We have undoubtedly been let down by both national and local government, but
as a community we rallied round. We helped ourselves rather than relying on unreliable
national or local services, and we protected the vulnerable through self organising assistance,
etc. It seems likely that we will face serious stressors in the future which will be challenging
but we are confident we will rise to the occasion.

It seems a pity, therefore, that the Editors have been made aware of negative comments about
the state of the public landscape in Crail, much of which is not closely mown as previously.
Provided it is lawful, people may comment as they wish of course (and indeed the Editors
take pride in the way we have facilitated public debate and discussion about challenging Crail

Editorial Comment
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issues), but we do feel that informed comment is of most value to the community as that will
contribute to improvement and change when facing the challenges we most certainly will.

Fife Council, without notice or warning, stopped cutting grass in several areas where this was
previously done, notably Roome Bay, below Castle Walk, Bow Butts and Westbraes
Crescent. It is unclear if this was simply because of the pandemic restrictions or as part of a
plan to reduce the amount of landscape maintenance. Without any local discussion, Fife
Council have now announced a rewilding consultation. Requests for further information and
on-site meetings by the Crail Community Council have been ignored.

Crail is fortunate in having undertaken a public consultation on environmental provisions as
part of the Crail Charrette. This
involved an extensive public
consultation over 18 months involving
questionnaires, public meetings and
drop in sessions. The product of this,
Local Place Plan, was published in
June 2019 in which was the agreed
clear remit to protect and extend the
green space in and around Crail. This
included a definite vision as to how the
proposed development of 320 houses
at Crail North would be accessed and
designed. At the time of publication of
the Local Place Plan, Crail Community Partnership (CCP) was founded and registered as a
Charity (SC 049189) representing all of the organisations in Crail, and with a mandate to
implement the wishes of the people of Crail as expressed through the Charrette process.

Fife Council, in common with all local authorities, face major financial problems, a situation
that will continue to deteriorate as the pandemic continues. One of the consequences of this
is that they are seeking to reduce services, limit liabilities and sell off assets. With public
support and after public consultation, CCP moved quickly to acquire by asset transfer 3
parcels of land in the ownership of Fife Council at Bow Butts, Warsea Road and Kilminning
South. These asset transfers have been approved by Fife Council subject to the completion
of legal formalities. An asset transfer application to acquire Crail Community Hall is
progressing at present. The purpose of acquiring all of these assets is to ensure that they are
retained and managed on behalf of the people of Crail.

Crail has very effective mechanisms for public representation. Crail Community Council is
a publicly elected body and meets on the last Monday of each month except for the months
of July and December. Due to the pandemic, meetings have had to be held using Zoom. The
public are invited and welcome to attend and details of meetings and joining protocol are
published in Crail Matters. Crail Community Partnership has 12 Trustees who meet
monthly and 130 members who are kept updated on a regular basis. Anyone in Crail is
entitled and invited to become a member. Both organisations post copies of all minutes and
other information on their websites as well as regularly contributing articles and
information to Crail Matters.

Crail is a beautiful place in which to live.We have a vibrant community and many volunteers
who give up time and effort to support the work of Crail Community Council, Crail
Community Partnership and all the other many charities and organisations in Crail.

Crail Community Council website is here.

Crail Community Partnership website is here.

https://crailcc.com/
https://www.crailcommunitypartnership.org/
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Letters to the Editor (and the Seagull)

Sir
Surely opening a putting green can't be too difficult can it? It is after all just a bit of grass
with a few holes in it. This is true but...…. If you want, in these difficult times, a top quality
facility that would grace many golf club then you need the Crail Golfing Society green
keepers to apply magical potions periodically; you need Jenny Gowans to pitch up at the
beginning and end of each day's play to ensure everything is properly cleaned and sanitised;
you need Jenny to put the flags in and take them out not to mention putting together a rota
of very willing volunteers to person the hut. You need Dennis Gowans to galvanise the
mowing team, and indeed the mower, into action every two days during the season and a
couple of times a week during the spring and autumn. The result is many happy punters
observing that we were too cheap (despite not holding back with the donations box); that
unlike some other putting greens we allowed children of all ages (mind you that three year
old who holed in one on the first is now barred); that booking wasn't required; we were
open 7 days a week; the onerous restrictions were carefully applied and with humour.
I think Jenny and Dennis need a special mention and thanks from the community for
putting in the hard work to keep Crail's huge number of visitors amused.
Tony Kingsbury
Chairman of Crail Festival Society Trustees

Dear Crail Seagull
Excellent sighting of an adult bald eagle (photo Crail Matters 21/09/20) – would be a first
for the UK, we have only had a bedraggled juvenile blown in the from the US to Ireland
many years ago. But probably best to keep it secret. If one turned up in Crail we could
expect about 5,000 twitchers and social
distancing might be tricky.

Below what we might expect when a
European sea eagle fledgling turns up in
Crail (and we have had a few of these over
the years). This one very close to one of
your haunts (although I know the seagull
has several addresses) in 2010 (photo John
Anderson).
Best wishes
Will Cresswell

Sir,
I am as disappointed as the next person that tighter restrictions have been applied to
Scotland, and the UK as a whole, especially as we approach Autumn and Winter. It might
be a long haul.

What I don’t think is realised is that tightening of rules has become necessary because the
existing rules were not being followed by everyone. It only takes a few people to ignore
the rules or to consider that they do not apply to them, or Crail in general, for the virus to
catch hold and spread quickly. The rules apply to us all and if we adhere to them the
chance of them being relaxed becomes more likely.

Living in Crail has clear advantages but we
must adhere to the rules and laws to protect
each and everyone of us. Crail is not
immune to the virus and the rules are as
applicable here as they are in any large city.
Crail resident
Name and address supplied

Change to Car Park 5 at Ninewells
Hospital

If you are going to Ninewells Hospital please
note that from Monday, 21 September car
park 5 at the hospital is reverting back to
being a four-hour short stay car park for
patients and visitors.



9

CRAILHOSPITALCAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice
or a local hospital please contact:

01333 451165

Worship Resources:

The Church of Scotland: For online
service details click here.

St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal
Church is webcasting at 10am each
Sunday click here or contact
(zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Holy Mass: Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the parish
website - click here.

Crail Parish Church is open every
Sunday for worship. The minister,The Rev
John Murray ,will lead worship on
alternate Sundays starting on the 4th
October. On the Sundays between it will
be relayed to Crail whether by video link
or by the worship team. All services will
be at 10.30 AM please note the change of
time.
October 4th Crail: Rev John Murray
October 11 - live streaming to the other
churches fromAnstruther
October 18 Crail: Rev John Murray
October 25 live streaming to the other
churches from Cellardyke.
If you wish to come to the services you
will need to book as we still are only
allowed 50 persons in Church.
Please either call Helen at 450516 or email
Armitage@talk21.com to reserve a place..

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open each Sunday at
11.30am for Holy Communion. Services
are conducted by the new Priest in charge,
The Rev. Steven Butler. Services are
currently being live streamed. Strict social
distancing measures apply.

Coastline Community Church,
Pittenweem Sunday Services 1000 and
1200. Because of Covid-19 distancing
restrictions, seating is limited and should be
pre-booked by 5pm the Friday before. Face
coverings must be used, and there will be
no communal singing for now. Please
follow the stewards instructions.
For details/bookings phone or email us.
01333 312041 /pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

UPDATE

Crail Museum & Heritage Centre
continues to be unable to open in a
coronavirus-safe way. The safety of our
visitors and volunteers is our top priority.
We look forward to being able to open the
Museum and conduct GuidedWalks again,
and will make the information available on
our website and in other places as soon as
we are able to do so.

Jonathan Armitage

https://churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/services-online
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/
http://www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
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Karail

Crail Parish Church has decided to do an
edition that will cover the winter period and
will feature upcoming events (hopefully that
can take place), news and it would be good
to share how lockdown and coronavirus
have affected you/your organisation.

This will be a very unique edition of Karail
as will have personal reflections from
various community members/organisation
about coronavirus and is the first edition for
Revd John Murray who joined us in July.

Please send anything for inclusion to
Heather Aird (Karail Editor)
on heatheraird@btinternet.com by Sunday
11th October.

Letter to the Editor
Sir,
Hello. My name is Vince Moore and I have subscribed to your newsletter for the past few
years. My wife, Deb, and I live in South Carolina in the United States, and I thought your
readers might be interested in a new book that Deb has just published, “Murder Forgotten.”
The murder mystery, which is published by Lion Hudson in the UK, is set in both South
Carolina and Crail, and there is a story behind how that came to be.

Deb and I spent a week in Crail during the summer of 2014. I
played golf every day while she wrote and finished one of
her other murder mysteries. But she was taken enough with
Crail and the surrounding area that she included the town in
her next book, “Murder Forgotten,” which was published in
September 2020. I have taken several golf vacations to
Scotland with my buddies over the last 25 years, which
included trips to Crail, but it was Deb’s first visit to
Scotland.

“Murder Forgotten” is Deb’s fourth book of fiction. It can be
purchased through Amazon or Lion Hudson
(www.lionhudson.com). You can also find more information
about the book at Deb’s website here .
Vince Moore
USA

Red Admiral guarding the entrance to
the Fife Coastal Path Gordon Baxter

OCTOBER BREAK
LOCKDOWN CONSIDERATION

The Scottish Government has not
made any decision at this stage to
implement such a ‘circuit breaker’

policy - however, this is under active
review.

The advice is not to book travel
overseas for the October break if it is

not essential.

Shoe Box Appeal
Shoe Box Appeal leaflets will be in Crail
Kirk from 4th October. The filled Shoe
Boxes should be returned on Sunday 1st

November. This means that they can be
delivered for Christmas.

New developments for Crail Matters, and
an invitation

The Flip link to a Special Supplement on
‘Fifers in the Spanish Civil War’ :

https://online.fliphtml5.com/nvoeb/aqlw/ It
is also available on our web site. We will

from time to time publish such supplements.
We would like to invite any of our readers
who have a particular interest in an area or
activity, and who would like to produce a
supplement, to contact the Editorial Team.

https://www.debrichardsonmoore.com
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BRAND NEW to yourAnstruther Co-Op store is a CLICKAND COLLECT service.

Visit http://shop.coop.co.uk to place your order.
There is a minimum spend of £15
With a maximum of 30 items
You then collect from as little as 2 hours up to 5 days.
Terms and conditions apply. See here for details.
How it works
1. Select a delivery or collection slot that suits you.
2. Fill your basket with our wide range of products from your local store. You need to
spend a minimum of £15.
3. We’ll pack your shopping for you.
4. Track and keep up to date with your order.

We understand there have been some difficulties in recognising all post codes in Crail.
Please let us know if there are any difficulties. If your postcode is rejected we are advised
you should use KY103JS.

http://shop.coop.co.uk
https://shop.coop.co.uk/terms-of-service


Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team: Helen Byres, Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max
Taylor, Gordon Baxter, John Wilson

Advert/Copy Submission to
Crail Matters

The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer
.doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone

submitting material to have regard to efficient use of
space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original

format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve
the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:

https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes

Next virtual meeting 28 September 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions)

Agenda

The Crail Seagull
Seen the geese? They are off to wherever they go - a definite sign of
autumn. Being a bit more home based, I’ve never really understood this -
looks like a lot of effort.

Still tourists around, but my friends tell me another lockdown is looming on the horizon. I
hope it’s all worthwhile, otherwise it looks like a terrific cost for not vey much (although I do
appreciate the peace and quiet).

Seems to be a lot of vandalism around - I don’t understand this. Why destroy things that
everyone uses or likes?

Did you see I got a letter? Never had one before - would love to receive some more!

Bin provision - Archie Melville

Action Summary
- Social Distancing Initiatives Sustrans – SP
and Cllr BP.
- Fence between Balcomie Housing Estate &
Graveyard extension – DW and Cllr JD.
- 20mph limit in Crail – Cllr JD, Cllr BP
- Public Toilets (Public Health) – Cllr JD
- Recycling – Cllr BP.
-Vacant Buildings (Children centre,
Blacksmiths) – DJ.

-Speed limit & traffic Calming - Cllr BP &
Cllr JD
Re-opening Community Hall - Cllr BP

Chairman's report
Treasurer's report
Secretary's Report

Crail Community Partnership Report
Re- Wilding proposals
Social Distancing Proposals
Fife Councillors reports

Crail Matters only works because you support it. May we take this opportunity to thank
all those people who have donated funds to us to keep our newsletter going. If you haven’t

yet supported us, then please consider doing so. We intend to continue to publish on
Monday morning as usual until more normal conditions return.


