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Crail Matters has received many queries asking who to write to in Fife Council about the
Social distancing barriers erected in Crail. The best thing for residents to do is to email the
councillor responsible for transportation - Altany Craik - copying in the three ward
councillors, and the two managers responsible, Allan Maclean & Jane Findlay at the
following email addresses: cllr.altany.craik@fife.gov.uk, allan.maclean@fife.gov.uk,
jane.findlay@fife.gov.uk, cllr.linda.holt@fife.gov.uk, cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk,
cllr.john.docherty@fife.gov.uk You can access the pe��on referred to on page 2 here.

Bow Butts Crowdfunding - as of the 8th
October Crail Community Partnership
(CCP) are close to 70% of their target of

£3,000.

CCP also have a stretch target of £4,500
which would allow them to do more
planting, perhaps add a bench (or 2), and/or
purchase equipment to maintain the areas of
land they are acquiring.
Crowdfunding ends on the 24th October
To participate in crowdfunding use this link
or go to www.crowdfunder.co.uk, then

Explore
and enter
Crail as the
Location or
Bow Butts
as the
Keyword.
If you
prefer not
to donate
online but

would like to make a donation please
contact David Jerdan on 01333 450797 or
Dennis Gowans on 01333 450108. Colin Morrison

https://www.crailmatters.com
http://chng.it/m7WpWkfVMG
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/bow-butts-park
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Shoe Box Appeal
Shoe Box Appeal

leaflets will be in Crail
Kirk from 4th October.
The filled Shoe Boxes
should be returned on
Sunday 1st November.
This means that they
can be delivered for

Christmas.

Change to Car Park 5
at Ninewells Hospital
If you are going to
Ninewells Hospital
please note that car park
5 at the hospital is
reverting back to being
a four-hour short stay
car park for patients and
visitors.

Crail Matters only
works because you
support it. If you

haven’t yet supported
us, then please consider
doing so. And if you
have, very many

thanks!

Letter to the Editor
Remove the barricades from Crail.

Following the removal of the traffic barriers in Market Street in St. Andrews after a meeting
with town locals, I and Crail CC are extremely disappointed that the barriers in Crail are
still in place. Fife Council went ahead with them without listening to the community
council, local businesses or residents who are overwhelmingly against.
Since then the officers responsible have ignored repeated emails from me and the
Community Council until 8 October - when I received an email defending the present set-
up as essential because of Covid, and using Covid as the excuse for the continuing lack of
local consultation. That is a complete nonsense.
I have asked the officers for a meeting, but given their imperviousness to local feeling and
the need for local consultation, I feel I have no option but to launch a petition to show not
just the officers responsible but Cllr Altany Craik and the members of the NEF Area
Committee who will decide on these measures on 28th October, that the community in
Crail do not want the current set-up and want to be centrally involved in devising new
Spaces for People.
It says something about how poorly Fife Council consultation and local democracy are
working in Fife when an elected members and an elected community council feel they have
to resort to a public petition to make their voices heard. The petition is at:
http://chng.it/m7WpWkfVMG
and there will also be paper petitions in shops in Crail.
It is disgraceful of Fife Council to hide behind Covid when this is plainly the result of
deplorable management and an attitude which treats local councillor, community council,
local business and resident engagement as entirely dispensable.

Cllr Linda Holt

http://chng.it/m7WpWkfVMG 
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Children's Hearings Scotland has a range of volunteering opportunities! We are currently
looking for Panel Practice Advisors in Fife
to maintain the high quality of our Panel
Member practice through observation and
feedback. You would also be responsible for
selecting and recommending Panel
Members for appointment by the National
Convener.

Find out more and apply today here. Closing
date for Applications: Friday 23rd October
2020.

Wild Crail.Will Cresswell sends his apologies but there were just too many birds last
week. He is sitting in a dark room with a cold flannel over his forehead recovering. It’s all
on: https://aboutcrail.wordpress.com/

Mural Monument, for James Lumsden of Airdrie, 1555-1598

Situated in the
north west corner
of Crail’s old
Kirkyard, the
Lumsden’s tomb
is thought to be
the first Scottish
R e n a i s s a n c e
monument. It is
distinctive as the
only mural
monument to have
a raised stage. The
monument bears
the Lumsden’s
coat of arms and
to the right of the
frieze, the head of
a bald man with a
moustache and
beard, thought to
be a
representation of
James Lumsden
himself.

This sandstone monument is the earliest in the churchyard dating to 1598. It is 457 cm high
and 442 cm wide and comprises of two stages. Pairs of half-Gothic colonnettes support the
bulky upper stage, which is crowned with two broached pyramids either side of the triangular
pediment. Below the pediment are the Lumsden coat of arms, where a lion and a boar
supporting a shield can still be made out. Above the crest is an eagle above a salmon. On
either side of the arms are large square monograms.
Crail Preservation Society organised a conservation study in 2018 covering all the significant
Crail mural monuments. The Lumsden monument was identified as the monument requiring
the most urgent conservation work, with an estimated cost of £30,000. We are pleased to be
able to inform you that we have now raised funding commitments from The Pilgrim Trust
(£10,000), Fife Council Bereavement Services (£10,000), North East Fife Settlement Trust
(£10,000) and Lumsden Association (£500). With a 10% financial commitment from CPS.
Our appointed architect is now working on the plans.
Crail Preservation Society is very dependant on its committee of volunteers and the financial
support of its membership. If you would like to join CPS please go to our website
www.crailpreservationsociety.org or email jude.c.gallon@gmail.com.

https://chscotland.gov.uk/volunteering-with-us/area-support-teams/vacancies/ 
https://aboutcrail.wordpress.com/
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Crail Beach Cleanup

Thanks to all the volunteers that turned up to help with the Beach Clean Up today. It was
lovely to see some new
faces as well as the
faithful supporters.

CRAIL LANDSCAPEAND GARDEN SERVICES
Professional landscapers and gardeners

30 years experience
STONEWALLS, FENCING, PATIOS,DRIVEWAYS, GARDEN RESCUES,

HEDGECUTTING, TREEWORK, PLANTING.MAINTENANCE
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ROBERT 07585877424
BORIS 07943266221

01333450887

New COVID-19 Restrictions
In Fife:

Until Sunday 25th October the following new restrictions apply in Fife and everywhere else
outside the central belt.
- Hospitality (food and drink): all premises may only open indoors between 6am and
6pm, with no sales of alcohol. They may also open outdoors until 10pm, with sales of
alcohol.
- Takeaways (including from pubs and restaurants) can continue.
- Evening meals may be served in accommodation for residents only, but no alcohol
can be served.
- Specific life events, such as weddings and funerals, may continue with alcohol
being served, with current meeting rules for these events (20-person limit in regulated
premises only)

All Scotland:

Shops are asked to return to two metres physical distancing and reintroduce the mitigations
measures like one-way systems.
Current meeting rules, maximum of six people from two households, continue to apply.
Face coverings should be worn in indoor communal settings - including staff canteens and
corridors in workplaces.
There is special advice for those living in the central belt (Ayrshire &Arran; Forth Valley;
Greater Glasgow & Clyde; Lanarkshire; Lothian) which can be accessed via this link.

https://www.gov.scot/news/new-moves-to-stop-covid-19-spread/

https://www.gov.scot/news/new-moves-to-stop-covid-19-spread/
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CRAILHOSPITALCAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice

or a local hospital please contact:

01333 451165

Worship Resources:

The Church of Scotland: For online
service details click here.

St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal
Church is webcasting at 10am each
Sunday click here or contact
(zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Holy Mass: Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the parish
website - click here.

Crail Parish Church is now open every
Sunday for worship.

October 11 Steaming fromAnstruther.

October 18 Worship Group

October 25 Worship Group

The minister Rev John Murray will be on
holiday during the last two weeks of
October.

If you wish to come to the services you
will need to book as we still are only
allowed 50 persons in church.

Please either call Helen at 450516 or email
armitage@talk21.com to
reserve a place.

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open each Sunday at
11.30am for Holy Communion. Services
are conducted by the new Priest in charge,
The Rev. Steven Butler. Services are
currently being live streamed. Strict social
distancing measures apply.

Coastline Community Church,
Pittenweem Sunday Services 1000 and
1200. Because of Covid-19 distancing
restrictions, seating is limited and should be
pre-booked by 5pm the Friday before. Face
coverings must be used, and there will be
no communal singing for now. Please
follow the stewards instructions.
For details/bookings phone or email us.
01333 312041 /pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Can any of our readers say where this
quotation - God’s Blessing is my Land and
Rent - comes from? The Editors feel they
should know - but don’t!

Fly Tipping Kilmining

There have been reports of fly tipping at
several locations at Kilmining.
If you see or are aware of fly tipping, please
report it. You can do that by using this form,
or Telephone: 03451 55 00 22 Email:
SaferCommunities.Team@fife.gov.uk

People who dump waste illegally can be the
subject of a fixed penalty fine
of £200 but more serious
cases can be reported to the
Procurator Fiscal and may
incur fines up to £40,000 or
even imprisonment.

https://churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/services-online
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/
http://www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
https://online.fifedirect.org.uk/formFinder/index.cfm?fuseaction=form.Question&Form_id=7E9E568D-8C71-4C79-B5BFF41800CAC9BB
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Colin Morrison

UPDATE

Crail Museum & Heritage
Centre continues to be
unable to open in a
coronavirus-safe way. The
safety of our visitors and
volunteers is our top
priority. We look forward to
being able to open the
Museum and conduct
Guided Walks again, and
will make the information
available on our website
and in other places as soon
as we are able to do so.

Jonathan Armitage

East Neuk Book Group meets online in a private Facebook
Group. All welcome to join. Discussion starts at 6pm but pop
in from 5.30pm and have a chat with us over a coffee or hot
chocolate (Unfortunately you will have to make these
yourself`).

Thursday 5th November we will discuss :
Elixabeth Strout
Olive Again

For further information contact coral.napier@yahoo.co.uk



Editorial Comment Fife Council Rewilding Proposals

We are reproducing below a lengthy response from Cllr Ross Vettraino, SNP Councillor
and Convener of Fife Council Environment, Protective Services & Community Safety
Committee to a letter of complaint from Cllr. Linda Holt about the Rewilding proposals
that Fife Council appear to be implementing. What seems to be notable in the reply is the
total failure to recognise the need to engage with local communities in the initial stages of
the development of policy of this kind, rather than presenting communities with a ‘fait
accompli’. It seems a decision to 'let us see what rewilding looks like' was taken in March,
but no one told this communiy - terms like ‘arrogant’ and ‘condescending’ have been used
to describe this. We leave it to our readers to make that judgement.

Hi Linda!
................ I am sorry to learn that Crail Community Council has concerns about the current
state of green spaces in Crail. If you were to be specific about the nature of the concern and
the location of the spaces, to which you refer, the Grounds Maintenance Service will be
pleased to address them as best as it can consistent with the Budget cuts that have been
imposed on it in recent years. In that regard, you ask if the Service too stretched to address
the concern in Crail, but until the details of the concern are known, I cannot say whether or
not that is the case. Whereas I cannot guarantee is that the level of service, which the
community may like to see, will be provided, I can guarantee that there will be clarity about
why that may not be possible.

Looking at what you about re-wilding, it would seem that you didn’t pick up on what I said,
when I was asked about the Council’s policy on re-wilding at the Council meeting before
last. First of all, I said that the Council had not yet agreed a policy on re-wilding, but had it
not been for the current pandemic that it would have most likely articulated one. I went on
to say, in the absence of a policy, that the Grounds Maintenance Service, in common with
every other Council Service, had borne in mind the Council’s declared commitments relative
to Climate Change and the Environment in general, as stated in the agreed Sustainable
Energy and Climate Action Plan, the Plan4Fife, the Fife Local Biodiversity Action Plan and,
not least of all the Programme for Administration. Accordingly, Officers had given close
attention to the options for the management and maintenance of green open spaces, which
would contribute towards the Council’s green commitments, and the rewilding of land was
seen as an option which the Council has and which will contribute towards the Council’s
sustainability ambitions as well as maximising the effectiveness of the available resources.

With the intention of affording communities the opportunity to see what re-wilding would
look like and thereby enabling them to comment on the basis of first-hand experience, areas
which Officers think would be suitable for re-wilding, have been left uncut during the current
growing season.
As a background to re-wilding, I think that it is important to say, since the Second World
War, the UK has lost 97% of its flower-rich grassland, with a resultant decline of around
two thirds of pollinating insects. Fife, which must be one of the most heavily cultivated
regions in Scotland, has suffered significantly in that regard and the re-wilding of urban
green space is seen as an opportunity to address these declines, while at the same time, by
way of local consultation, raising awareness in communities throughout Fife, as well as
bringing colour and life to green spaces for the enjoyment of both people and wildlife.
Preliminary consultation about the areas for re-wilding, which have been seen as suitable
by Officers, has already taken place with some Local Members by way of Ward Meetings
and that consultation is now being extended via the Elected Members across all 22
Wards. It is hoped that the Elected Members will, in turn, effect consultation with all
interested parties with a view to each local situation being considered by the relevant Area
Committee. A Briefing Note, which will outline details of the consultation, will be issued
this week........
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Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter, John Wilson

Advert/Copy Submission to
Crail Matters

The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer
.doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone

submitting material to have regard to efficient use of
space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original

format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve
the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:

https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes

Next virtual meeting 26 October 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions)

Social Distancing
There has been a consistent stream of communication to Fife Council complaining about
the new barriers erected in Crail, with thus far no response to the Community Council from
the officials concerned. This contrasts with the situation in St Andrews, where it seems after
complaints from local businesses, barriers have been removed. Our local MSP, Willie
Rennie, has asked for information from Fife Council and in contrast to the Community
Council he has received a reply - this is a part of the reply he received:
In terms of the main area of concern in Crail, the footway at the Co-op supermarket is
exceptionally narrow and physical distancing is not possible. The intervention there takes
2.0 - 2.5m of space from the parking area to allow sufficient space for pedestrians to pass,
or queue, outside the shop. In designing the measures, we have ensured that 5 parking
spaces remain outside the store for those that choose to drive. In addition, there is
unrestricted parking close by the store.
Similar measures to those being implemented at the Coop are being introduced further
along the High St and on the approach to the primary school. It must be stressed that these
interventions are of a temporary nature and can be altered and amended as circumstances
change.
It is difficult not to read this as a bureaucratic response from someone who has no local
knowledge and no sense of the flow of pedestrians in Crail. On the front page of this issue
there are email addresses for you to write to - we suggest if you are concerned you write to
these people.

The Crail Seagull
Did you see him? Paddling around Fife Ness? Fellow called Charlie Head
doing a stand up paddle board circumnavigation of the UK. Apparently he
called into Crail en route from Dunbar via May and then onwards North. It’s all part of life’s
rich mystery to me (or human mystery).

There’s been all sort of strange foreign birds around recently attracting a lot of attention. Not
sure I like this. Do we have a bird immigration problem? Should I call the Home Office?

Was watching the bottom of St Andrews Road, and saw a big car pull up before the bus stop
(opposite the stop to Anstruther), driver gets out, locks it and walks away. Because of the
narrowing of the road with the barriers, it managed to block the road as the bus came. Clever
thinking there Fife Council.


