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Editorial Comment - Democracy

In the Community Council Notes in this issue, you will see a copy
of the press release from the Community Council about the
Spaces for People parking initiative which we see implemented
in Crail. We are all very aware of the disruption this has caused,
and of the opposition to the initiative by the broader community
(see press coverage) . Many of our readers will also be aware of
the ‘Rewilding Initiative’ which is being promoted by Fife
Council. From what little we know of this proposal, it also seems
likely to attract opposition.

What these two initiatives have
in common is that they have
both been initiated and developed without any consultation
with the Crail community on whom these initiatives will be
inflicted. Furthermore, Fife Council officials have declined
opportunities to discuss the initiatives both with the
Community Council, and
as far as we know also with
the Fife councillors. This is
simply unacceptable. Fife
Council has a poor
reputation for responding
to community needs, but
this seems to be the worst
example yet of a total

disregard for democratic processes. It seems to show an
organisation that is out of control, and raises the question of
what purpose the election of Fife councillors has, or indeed
the purpose of the Council, if the Council officials can
simply act without regard to the views of the community or
their elected representatives.

https://www.crailmatters.com
https:// https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/local/fife/1618978/pic-to-come-crail-residents-concern-over-controversial-spaces-for-people-changes/
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BANK FRAUDWARNING - FIFE

Police Officers in North East Fife are continuing their investigation
and warning the public to be on their guard following several recent
high-value bank frauds. In the last three weeks, three people aged
62, 74 and 84 from the St Andrews area have been the victim of
high-value frauds where four and five figure sums of money have
been stolen for their bank accounts.

In each of these cases the victims have received telephone calls
from someone with a reported local accent, purporting to be from
the fraud team of their local bank branch and appear to be calling from a genuine bank
telephone number. The fraudster then tells the person they have called that they have
concerns regarding local bank staff employees and asks the caller for assistance. The
fraudster will provide information regarding their account and asks for help testing security
procedures. They may ask the person to transfer funds, apply for banking products, or even
for them to visit their local banking branch to check staff are responding appropriately.

Community Sergeant Matt Spencer from St Andrews Police Station said: “I would ask
everyone to be on their guard from any type of online or telephone scam. Each of these
incidents is clearly extremely upsetting for the people involved who all believed that the calls
were made from their own banks. They trusted that the information they were given was
correct. The people behind these scams are contemptible, abusing people’s trust and then
stealing money from them”.

“The criminals who use these sophisticated tactics, go to great lengths to appear legitimate
including making it appear they are calling from a genuine bank telephone number. It is
important to remember that a genuine caller from your bank would never ask for your
banking or personal details as they already have it. Your bank will not ask you to transfer
money during an unsolicited call nor will they ask you to allow them access to your online
or telephone banking, so if asked, politely end the call. It is best to call your bank back on
a number you have sourced yourself, ideally using a different phone, or attend at your local
branch for advice. If you are unsure, end the call and ask a friend, relative or the Police for
advice. Any victims of these crimes or anyone with concerns regarding calls they have
received should contact their local police station through 101. If you are in any doubt that
the call is not genuine then please end the call, your bank will understand.”

Anyone with information should contact Police via 101 quoting reference number 1452 of
09/07/2020. Alternatively Crimestoppers can be contacted on 0800 555 111, where

anonymity can be maintained. For
further advice on keeping safe, please
visit our website accessed here.

Colin Morrison

https://www.scotland.police.uk/keep-safe/personal-safety/identity-theft-fraud-and-scams


WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell

SIBERIAN THRUSH photo Steve Buckland
ALL OTHER PHOTOS John Anderson
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The last day of September was a very wet day, with heavy rain only tailing off by the
afternoon. I stayed at home to catch up on work rather than going to Kilminning first thing.
This was a mistake. A common rosefinch was refound and then much, much rarer, a Siberian
thrush. The finder, Ken Shaw, had spent nearly 6 hours in his car, in the rain, staring at a
particular bush which the rosefinch was frequenting. Virtue brings it rewards. There are only
a handful of records of Siberian thrush from Scotland, and they are a very difficult species to
see when they are here. Ken put the news out. I’m afraid I was distracted during my tutorial
session by the news scrolling across my phone: it was a tutorial for biologists so I’m sure
they understood. Anyway, I stayed at my post for the next three hours, as more and more
news came in and every birder in the vicinity got moving down to Kilminning. I had to
ignore phone calls and people tapping at my window. Five o’clock eventually came and I
jumped onto my bike with two hours of light left to play with. It was a long shot and there
were no definite sightings late afternoon. I had a heart stopping moment of getting onto the
head of a redwing before seeing the body when I thought I had got it, but no, a redwing. Nice
to see and the first of the winter but not what I was hoping for.

I was up at six the following day (Oct 1st) and back out at Kilminning before seven. I took
the decision to skulk at the back of the bushes where it had been seen the day before rather
than joining the drive-in cinema at the front. The weather was poor and the bird shy so
birders watching from their cars was a sensible idea. And of course, Kilminning is perfectly
designed for drive in bird watching with its acres of tarmac (although its tarmac days are
numbered). But not great for someone on a bike. The thrush appeared first about 8:20, about
25 metres from me, but on the other side of a bank. There were a few brief sightings during
the morning but I was never in the right place at the right time. By mid-morning there were
about 60 people there and the staying in car discipline had broken down. I don’t think it
mattered, the Siberian thrush appeared when it wanted to when changing locations – briefly
visible in flight to a low bush, a pause for a couple of seconds and then back down into cover.
They are notable skulkers and run a lot on the ground rather than perching up in bushes
where they can be seen. I suspect I spent several hours in the close company of a Siberian
thrush, and I bet it got me on its list.

Despite missing the thrush, October 1st was an excellent day. Four new birds for the patch
year list including my third common rosefinch, and only my second hawfinch for the overall
Crail list. The first brambling of the winter and a brilliant short-eared owl were also excellent
and would have made a nice birding trip out themselves. Common rosefinches turn up at
Kilminning about once every two years but they are wary birds. Usually only seen by the
finder and they don’t seem to stay more than an hour. This one was the complete opposite.
On day three and turning up in front of the crowds of birders every twenty minutes or so to

Common RosefinchSiberian Thrush
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snack on elderberries in full view for ten
minutes each time. Many of the crowd that
didn’t see the thrush were greatly consoled
by the rosefinch. As I left Kilminning a
short-eared owl appeared, again the first of
the autumn, and I was able to watch its
strange buoyant flight as it gained height
above Kilminning coast before continuing
its migration. Birding should never not be
enjoyable, and I had two good birds that
morning. I cycled back into Crail with a bit
of regret, but happy enough.

More teaching and then the phone kicked
off again. The thrush had been reseen, and
then two hawfinches. Hawfinches are great Crail birds, and great birds to see full stop: mega
finches with mega bills and outrageously dandy curled wing feathers.We have one every four
years or so, and I have only connected with one in 18 years here. So more explaining to the
students about my distraction: I’m looking forward to the course feedback at the end of the
year “was often distracted during teaching by rare birds…” I think it makes me a proper
biologist so I don’t mind, especially as I was teaching statistics that afternoon. Again, five
o’clock came round and I was back on my bike as fast I could back to Kilminning. Rare birds
make me fit as well as make me happy. The crowds had thinned. Only about 20 people and
after a quick walk around lower Kilminning I picked up a juvenile (probably female)
hawfinch in appropriately enough, a hawthorn. It was cramming in berries as fast as it could

Eventually it took nine hours of effort and four visits to finally see the Siberian thrush at
Kilminning. It all finally went perfectly last Friday.Adawn arrival, no-one else there. Parking
by the rose bush where it has been camped out for the previous three days. And then at 7:40
as the thrushes came out of roost from the whitebeams a very dark redwing shape shot into
the top of one of the elders. Then it moved down the elder showing a flash of black and white
stripes on its underwing. The Siberian thrush at last. It perched about a metre and a half above
the ground, motionless in the elder for nearly two minutes. It was partially obscured and I
could only see the double wing bar well, quite spotted, particularly on the smaller top bar,
and rows of dark crescent shaped marks on the flanks and breast. After what seemed like an
age it then slowly dropped down the bush showing itself completely before disappearing into
the famous rose bush. A big buffy eyestripe curving behind the eye and enclosing a darker
flecked ear, dark brown above becoming darker at the tail and end of the wings with the
contrasting double spotted wing bar, and the strongly marked crescents on the dirty white
underside. A subtly distinctive thrush. And then it was gone, not to appear for the next hour
at least. There were about 20 cars there staking out the rose bush when I left, I hadn’t really
noticed their arrival staying focused on the bush. The thrush was there the whole time I’m
sure: we were all in the presence of the thrush, even though few saw it. I suspect it has been
feeding in the rose bush since Tuesday, when it probably first arrived (although perhaps
earlier – the winds were better last week). Unless you were there to see it coming or going it
was invisible, and indifferent to the crowds only metres away from it. During its stay there
was occasionally a little bit of encouragement for it to leave its bush so people could see it.
Whether you like this type of making your own luck, I don’t think it made any difference to
this bird. It showed remarkable fidelity to the one bush and small area, probably not moving
more than thirty metres away even though there are several very similar areas at Kilminning.
In terms of its overall energy budget on a few relatively warm autumn days with lots of
insects and fruit about, the occasional intentional disturbance from the birders will have made
little difference. The ethical question remains – is this right or wrong? - but I think it is just
an ethical question rather than a welfare issue. For my part I understand the desire to see a
bird, particularly a perhaps once in a lifetime chance. I tried to see it in the best way possible,
but if I had seen it because it had been deliberately flushed I would still have been glad.
Number 233 for my Crail patch list.
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Shoe Box Appeal
Shoe Box Appeal leaflets will be in Crail
Kirk from 4th October. The filled Shoe
Boxes should be returned on Sunday 1st

November. This means that they can be
delivered for Christmas.

Change to Car Park 5 at Ninewells
Hospital

If you are going to Ninewells Hospital please
note that car park 5 at the hospital is reverting
back to being a four-hour short stay car park
for patients and visitors.

Bow Butts Crowdfunding Update
Crail Community Partnership

At the time of writing, 49% of the funding target of £3,000 has been reached. The closing
date is 24th October, so there is still lots of
time for people to donate and reach the
target.
“Please support this initiative to bring this
green space into community ownership so
that we can determine how it develops in the
future. And also ensure that no future
developer of Crail North can run
construction traffic through Bow Butts or
use it as the long term access for the 320
homes in the Fife Plan.”

Denburn Dispatches

So Saturday 3rd October was rather wet so
the Denburn diggers stayed home in the
dry as bulb planting would have been a
very muddy business. Nevertheless, there
is still plenty of colour to be seen even in
the rain and the burn is running well so far
(Saturday morning). Maybe we’ll
reconvene if the weather improves later in
the month otherwise we’ll meet again the
first Saturday of November at 10am
although it will probably still be bring
your own flask! New volunteers always
welcome – believe me you can get a better
work out here than in the gym and all for
free!

Big Butterfly Count: Results
The results from this year’s Big Butterfly Count have been
analysed and the news is not good. There was a record
number of counts (145, 249) and over 1.4 million butterflies
were recorded. This is the lowest average number of
butterflies per count, however, since the event started some 11
years ago. The number was down by 34% on last year too,
although those numbers were boosted by the influx of
Painted Lady butterflies, which were seen all around the village. One possible reason for
the fall in numbers this year is the unusually warm spring, which may have meant that
many species emerged (and hence disappeared) earlier than normal, so they simply weren’t
around when the Big Butterfly Count happened in July and August. It is also important to
look at the overall trend of the numbers of butterflies to fully understand what could be
happening here. There’s a more detailed analysis of the results on the Butterfly
Conservation web site here.

https://butterfly-conservation.org/news-and-blog/big-butterfly-count-2020-the-results
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CRAILHOSPITALCAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice
or a local hospital please contact:

01333 451165

Worship Resources:

The Church of Scotland: For online service
details click here.

St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal Church
is webcasting at 10am each Sunday click here
or contact (zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Holy Mass: Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the parish
website - click here.

Crail Parish Church is open every Sunday
for worship. The minister,The Rev John
Murray, will lead worship on alternate
Sundays. On the Sundays between it will be
relayed to Crail whether by video link or by
the worship team. All services will be at 10.30
AM please note the change of time.

October 11 - live streaming to the other
churches fromAnstruther
October 18 Crail: Rev John Murray
October 25 live streaming to the other
churches from Cellardyke.
If you wish to come to the services you will
need to book as we still are only allowed 50
persons in Church.
Please either call Helen at 450516 or email
Armitage@talk21.com to reserve a place..

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open each Sunday at 11.30am
for Holy Communion. Services are conducted
by the new Priest in charge, The Rev. Steven
Butler. Services are currently being live
streamed. Strict social distancing measures
apply.

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Sunday Services 1000 and 1200. Because of
Covid-19 distancing restrictions, seating is
limited and should be pre-booked by 5pm the
Friday before. Face coverings must be used,
and there will be no communal singing for
now. Please follow the stewards instructions.
For details/bookings phone or email us.
01333 312041 /pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Birdwatching From our correspndent
There has been some irresponsible behaviour
by birdwatchers visiting Kilminning over the
past week. Two rare visitors were spotted
bringing “twitchers” from far and wide. This
term is seen by keen birdwatchers as being
derogatory but it’s use is justified on this

UPDATE

Crail Museum & Heritage Centre
continues to be unable to open in a
coronavirus-safe way. The safety of our
visitors and volunteers is our top priority.
We look forward to being able to open the
Museum and conduct GuidedWalks again,
and will make the information available on
our website and in other places as soon as
we are able to do so.
Jonathan Armitage

occasion. One of the gentlemen was from
North Yorkshire, another from Bradford,
which at the time of writing is in
lockdown. Four men arrived in one car
looking for directions, the suggestion they
were in a social bubble seemed
implausible. Many present had stopped off
on their way home from Shetland where
another rare bird had been seen.

As can be seen in the photograph social
distancing was not being observed.

We are very fortunate having a bird
refuelling site for migratory birds on our
doorstep but on this occasion this has
attracted some unwelcome non-feathered
visitors.

https://churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/services-online
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/
http://www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk


7

BRAND NEW to yourAnstruther Co-Op store is a CLICKAND COLLECT service.

Visit http://shop.coop.co.uk to place your order.
There is a minimum spend of £15
With a maximum of 30 items
You then collect from as little as 2 hours up to 5 days.
Terms and conditions apply. See here for details.
How it works
1. Select a delivery or collection slot that suits you.
2. Fill your basket with our wide range of products from your local store. You need to
spend a minimum of £15.
3. We’ll pack your shopping for you.
4. Track and keep up to date with your order.

We understand there have been some difficulties in recognising all post codes in Crail.
Please let us know if there are any difficulties. If your postcode is rejected we are advised
you should use KY103JS.

Karail

Crail Parish Church has decided to do an edition that will cover the winter period and will
feature upcoming events (hopefully that can take place), news and it would be good to
share how lockdown and coronavirus have affected you/your organisation.

This will be a very unique edition of Karail as will have personal reflections from various
community members/organisation about coronavirus and is the first edition for Revd John
Murray who joined us in July.

Please send anything for inclusion to Heather Aird (Karail Editor)
on heatheraird@btinternet.com by Sunday 11th October.

http://shop.coop.co.uk
https://shop.coop.co.uk/terms-of-service


Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter, John Wilson

Advert/Copy Submission to
Crail Matters

The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer
.doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone

submitting material to have regard to efficient use of
space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original

format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve
the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:

https://crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes

Next virtual meeting 26 October 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions)

At the meeting of Crail Community Council held 28 September very strong objections were
raised about the proposed Spaces for People parking restrictions in Crail, which are currently
being implemented. Despite an Email 17 September directed to Fife Councillors headed
‘Crail Consultation’, there has in fact been no consultation with any of the Crail community
representatives nor representatives of local trades people. The proposals outlined include
placing barriers to limit parking on High Street outside all of the major shops in Crail, and
restrictions on St Andrews Road. Parking is already very difficult in Crail, and the partial
implementation of this plan has already resulted in restricted traffic movement (hindering bus
movements, for example, and farm traffic); this will only get worse. In addition, there is real
concern amongst local tradespeople that this initiative will materially affect their businesses,
and will present major problems for delivery vehicles that will further add to traffic problems.
There appears to be no consideration for disabled parking or access, and the partial
implantation of the plan on St Andrews Road takes no account of pedestrian flow or traffic
flow, and serves no purpose.

The Community Council believe this to be a very ill-considered initiative that will not
improve public safety by increasing the capacity for effective social distancing but may in
fact increase traffic problems and raise road safety issues.

Press release

The Crail Seagull
I had a quick jaunt on Margetgate on Friday (or was it Thursday - the days
merge a bit for me) and I saw a convoy of vehicles congregating around a
pot hole. It’d hard to understand why so many vehicles and people were needed to fill in a
pot hole - but who knows......? That’s Fife Council for you!

Speaking of roads, you will have seen the barriers outside the Co-op and the Butchers. It’s
hard to see why they are there. It’s even harder to see what purpose the ones on St Andrews
Road serve. The bit that might matter where children walk to the School is on the opposite
side of the road. What a waste of money!!!

Crail Matters only works because you support it. May we take this opportunity to thank
all those people who have donated funds to us to keep our newsletter going. If you haven’t

yet supported us, then please consider doing so. We intend to continue to publish on
Monday morning as usual until more normal conditions return.


