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Free - donations welcome - suggested donation £1
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A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue through age or infirmity. Please
contact us (or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is
a service dependent on volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.
Fife Council: Brown Bin Collection
Don’t forget that, as of December, Brown Bins will only be collected once every four
weeks for the winter months. You can find out exactly when your bins will be collected
using the Fife Council Bin Collection Calendar pages https://staging.fifedirect.org.uk/
env_bins/index.cfm, where you can also sign up to be alerted when a new bin calendar is
available, and when there are any changes to your bin collection.
A917 HIGH STREET, CRAIL
Resurfacing High Street
An email address to direct comments about the resurfacing work to be undertaken on High
Street is Michael.Boyack@fife.gov.uk

Ruth Thomson

East Neuk First Responders
East Neuk Christmas in a Bag
Why we need your help
Christmas
is
not a time for
anyone to be on
their
own.
Every
year,
however,
many` people,
especially the
elderly,
find
themselves in
that
position
and this year
there will be
even more who find themselves alone. This is
why the East Neuk First Responders, in
association with the East Neuk Frail
Elderly Project, The Pavilion, Elie and
others, would like to deliver a Christmas
Lunch to the elderly in the East Neuk who
are on their own on
Christmas Day. If you
would like to help us
to do this, any
donation, big or small,
would be greatly
appreciated.
Thank
you!
Donations can be made at:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/donationweb/
charity?charityId=1013331&campaignId=1
4701&donationAmount=0&stop_mobi=yes
New Dunes from Old Trees Project 2020
Due to Covid19 restrictions
we have taken
the
difficult
decision to not
r e c e i v e
Christmas
Trees at the
West Sands, St Andrews this year. The trees
are used for restoration of the sand dunes.
Last year more than 4000 trees were
brought to our project from across Fife,
Perth and Kinross and Tayside, which was
wonderful however this year we would
potentially see people moving between
different tiers, to drop off their trees.

Citizen Fins: Help Monitor the Local
Dolphins
The Citizen Fins research project, which is
being carried out by the Sea Mammal
Research Unit at the University of St
Andrews, is investigating how the pattern
of movements of bottlenose dolphins along
the east coast of Scotland and north- east
England is changing. One of their sources
of data is dolphin photographs taken by the
general public: individual dolphins can be
identified (and catalogued) by their fin
shape and markings.
You can find out more about the project on
their web site https://synergy.standrews.ac.uk/citizenfins/ and on
November 24th at 18:00 they will be
hosting an online discussion and Q&A
session (there is currently a short trailer
about the event at https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5Rmel9RgPMY)
Social Security Scotland
Scottish Child Payment
We are now taking applications now for
Scottish Child Payment.
It's £40 every 4 weeks for every child under
6. It's for families who get Tax
Credits or certain benefits. This
will start in February 2021.
We expect huge demand. Get your
application in early so we can
make sure we have everything we need to
make a decision and begin payments as
soon as possible once this benefit starts next
year.
Find out more and apply at: mygov.scot/
scottish-child-payment/
The second phase of the ‘New Dunes from
Old Trees’ project involves more than 50
volunteers and staff moving the trees into the
dune crater, which is vital work and cannot
be undertaken at present.
The safety of our volunteers and staff is of
paramount importance, so sadly, we will
pause the project for 2020 and all being well
we will be back in 2021.
Please do not bring your tree to West Sands,
to recycle your tree this year, this can be done
at your local Fife Council Recycling Centre.
Thank you.
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Recent changes to the Scottish Government response to the COVID epidemic
TRAVEL LAW
From Friday at 6pm it will be against the law to travel out of or into Fife except for the
following reasons:
- work, seeking work, volunteering for charity
- school, college, university, training and education
- under 18s organised activities and sport (but not to level four areas)
- essential shopping, including for a vulnerable person
- healthcare, hospital visiting and patient transport
- childcare, parental support services, shared parenting or between the two parts of an
extended household;
- accessing essential services such as social care and foodbanks etc.
- providing care, assistance, support to or respite for a vulnerable person;
- meet a legal obligation such as a court appearance, registering a birth etc. Prison visiting.
- animal welfare reasons, such as exercising or feeding a horse or going to a vet;
- local outdoor informal exercise such as walking, cycling, golf, or running that starts and
finishes at the same place (which could be up to 5 miles from the boundary of Fife.)
- weddings, funerals etc.
- driving lessons or test (but not to level four)
- move home or for essential maintenance, purchase, sale, letting, or rental of residential
property
For details see:
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/regulation-directiveorder/2020/11/health-protection-coronavirus-restrictions-and-requirements-local-levelsscotland-amendment-no-3-regulations-2020/documents/strategic-framework---travel--draft-guidance-19-november-2020/strategic-framework---travel---draft-guidance-19november-2020/govscot%3Adocument/DRAFT%2B%2BStrategic%2BFramework%2BTravel%2BGuidance%252C%2B19%2BNovember%2B
2020.pdf
Travel between Scotland and the rest of the UK, Ireland, the Channel Islands and the
Isle of Man
Restrictions and advice on what you can do and where you can travel are also in place
within England, Wales and Northern Ireland and in the other territories in the Common
Travel area, the Republic of Ireland, Jersey, Guernsey and the Isle of Man.
Under current Scottish regulations, given the state of the epidemic in these countries, unless
you have a reasonable excuse (see exceptions) you must not travel between Scotland and:
- England
- Northern Ireland
- Republic of Ireland
- Wales
This applies to people who live in Scotland and to people who live in any of these countries
who are thinking of coming to Scotland.
For further details see:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/
If you live in a Level 3 local authority area you must:
- by law, remain within that area unless you have a reasonable excuse (see exceptions
above)
- if you have to travel for essential purposes, you should follow the guidance on travelling
safely
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Denial of Business Property
Relief (BPR) for a holiday let
business
A recent judgement in a case
seeking BPR for a holiday let in
Crail suggests that HMRC will
likely reject claims for BPR on
holiday let businesses. The
executors of an estate claimed
BPR on the value of the
property arguing that this was a
business operation and as such
eligible for relief, largely based
on claims to provide additional
services to the holiday lets.
This claim was rejected on
appeal. The judgement makes
clear that for most holiday let
businesses the provision of
additional services will be seen
as incidental to the main
investment activity undertaken.
In order for a holiday let
business to make a successful
claim the additional services
must be considered exceptional,
that is more akin to that of a
hotel than that of a standard
self-catering property.

Jigsaw Puzzle
Corner
This week’s
jigsaw shows
what is one of
(if not the)
most popular
views of Crail:
looking down
from the top of
the Hen’s
Ladder
towards the
harbour.
(Picture
courtesy of
Colin
Morrison.)

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/?rc=play&pid=23a724917c3d
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WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell
All photos by John Anderson

November has been fairly mild. Nine
or ten degrees in Crail most days and a
long way from frost. This has been the
way of winters for the last decade, with
any sustained cold periods moving past
Christmas now. I’ve noticed the mild
weather by the lack of sea ducks and
particularly goldeneyes. Species like
long-tailed ducks and goldeneyes can
winter in a number of places, and they
move westwards as the winter
progresses and freezing conditions
chase them across Europe. In milder
winters fewer reach us because there is
no need for them to come here:
conditions in the Baltic, for example,
Goldeneye
might stay perfect all winter. So it seems this year. It can all change very
quickly though and huge numbers of waders and waterfowl can move to the UK if a sudden
and sustained freeze hits continental Europe. But these events have also been rarer in the
last ten years. I went up to Carnbee Reservoir on the 15th and it only had 2 goldeneyes
instead of the usual 20. And no coots at all. Another continental visitor when conditions get
bad (particularly in the East Neuk). Numbers of wigeon (35) and teal (10) were also very
low. Lots of the resident little grebes though. While I was there counting the ducks I tried
some playback to lure a water rail out for my year list. I had given up and was heading up
the hill to my car when I heard one
contact calling. Usually it is blowing a
gale up there and hard to hear anything.
That day I could hear the relatively quiet,
but still grumpy and squeaking call as one
moved through the thick vegetation at the
head of the reservoir as it probably
checked out my playback site to see if the
now silent intruder was still about. It was
a good lesson. Water rails don’t always
respond noisily and patience is a good
idea. I missed water rail here in the new
year and at the Boarhills pond, so this bird
made 170 for the year list, now two ahead
of my best year so far in 2019.
Water Rail
Although there aren’t many goldeneyes in from Europe yet, there are lots of fieldfares. On
my way back from Carnbee, I had three flocks of over 200, and another flock of about 50
up at Sypsies. As I passed the secret bunker a jay flew away from the side of the road into
the woods. Another bird I missed on the new year, and good to know that there are one or
two still wintering, or resident there.
I’ve went out a few times last week but it was quiet with nothing to really tip me over the
edge of writing something. I’m normally in Nigeria during November and I am missing the
jolt of African bird excitement, and the reprise of all the summer migrants. There is still
plenty to see around Crail in November, there is just no real sense of change unless there is
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a storm. Balcomie Beach has about 40
sanderling, 10 ringed plover and a
handful of dunlin in residence now.
Sanderlings are real winter birds. Their
pale grey and white plumage fits in so
well along the surf on a bright winter’s
day. No signs of bar-tailed godwits for
several weeks now. The rocks have
good number of turnstones and purple
sandpipers. There are still a few purps
at the north end of Balcomie Beach
and most days there was a flock of
twenty or so at the low tide edge,
directly in front of the light at Fife
Ness, occasionally with a single knot
that seems to also be wintering there.
Last week there was a bit of diver
passage of all three species,
particularly with the northerly winds of
the 19th. Mostly red-throated divers as

Jay
usual. I had a great northern diver
lumbering back northwards past
Fife Ness on the morning of the
21st.
At Kilminning there has been a
party of five bullfinches in the top
section for the last two weeks,
adding a dash of colour to the
treetops now most of the berries
have gone. There is a flock of 30
fieldfares around the airfield.
Otherwise, it mostly tits and
goldfinches. On the 21st I noticed
two goldeneye back in Roome Bay
so some have finally made it here
for the winter.

If you are looking for something legal to do during lockdown, have a
walk through Bow Butts at about 15:45 you will see the Crail starling
murmuration. It’s, fair to say, only a mini murmuration and not the spectacle to be seen on
the Somerset Levels or autumn watch. But it is local – which is a real plus at the moment and the 200 starlings occasionally form into a single flock like a giant amoeba and swirl
into impressive patterns and loops.
Sanderling

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you haven’t yet supported us, then
please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!
Donations can be made directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
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Morton of Pitmilly - Private Pool and
Indoor Facilities Use
We have now opened our indoor pool for
local use during the winter months with
weekend and midweek times available.
Bookings will run for 50 minutes and are
strictly for 1 household at a time. No
towels are provided so please bring your
own and come dressed ready to swim to
allow longer in the pool. Membership of
the gym, hire of the indoor tennis court
and indoor games area are also available, 1 hour slots must be booked in advance.
If you are local to us and are interested, please contact us on 01334 880466 or email
stay@pitmilly.co.uk for further information. Pool sessions are £20 per booking. Multibooking discounts are available. Gym memberships available on a monthly or annual basis.
Indoor tennis or badminton court available at £16 per hour.
Simple Acts of Kindness
Telephone Befriending with seescape
Do you have a spare half hour each week to call someone
living with sight loss in Fife?
Do you want to make a real difference to someone’s life,
whilst gaining new skills and experiences?
If ‘YES’ then we have the opportunity for you:
Living with a sight impairment can be an isolating
experience, during the COVID-19 pandemic this has been felt
more so by those who are living alone and unable to go out
due to restrictions.
seescape are looking to recruit Volunteer Telephone
Befrienders, willing to donate a small amount of time each week to call a client, offer a
friendly listening ear, have a chat and offer moral support.

In return, Volunteer Befrienders will:
- receive training, which can be done in their own time, remotely (includes 3 videos and
supporting materials);
- receive ongoing support from a named contact at seescape;
- Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) membership;
- be part of volunteer events and activities at seescape (via Zoom);
- receive satisfaction for making a real difference to a person’s life.
Interested?
Please call/text Kirstie on 07946 288 712 or email: kirstie.henderson@seescape.org.uk
seescape main office: 01592 644979
Website: www.seescape.org.uk
Check out our Facebook page (seescape Fife) to listen to our volunteers talking about their
experiences.
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Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland: For online service
details click here.
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal Church
is webcasting at 10am each Sunday click here
or contact (zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Holy Mass: Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the parish
website - click here.

East Neuk Book Group meets online in
a private Facebook Group. All welcome
to join. Discussion starts at 6pm but pop
in from 5.30pm and have a chat with us
over a coffee or hot chocolate
(Unfortunately you will have to make
these yourself`).
Thursday 3 December we will discuss :
Maggie O’Farrell
This must be the place
For further information contact
coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk
CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from
an appointment at Skeith Medical
Practice or a local hospital please
contact:

Crail Parish Church is now open every
Sunday for worship.
Nov 29 Rev John Murray
Dec 6 Gift Service Streamed from St
Ayles Cellardyke Church 2.30pm:
Bereavement service(Joint)

01333 451165

If you wish to come to the services you will
need to book in advance as we are still only
allowed 50 persons in Church. Please either
call Helen at 450516 or email
armitage@talk21.com to reserve a place.

FACE COVERING EXEMPTION
CARD

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open each Sunday at 11.30am
for Holy Communion. Services are conducted
by the new Priest in charge, The Rev. Steven
Butler. Services are currently being live
streamed - for details of the link required go to
https://www.eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk/ Strict
social distancing measures apply in services.
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Sunday Services 1000 and 1200. Because of
Covid-19 distancing restrictions, seating is
limited and should be pre-booked by 5pm the
Friday before. Face coverings must be used,
and there will be no communal singing for
now. Please follow the stewards instructions.
For details/bookings phone or email us.
01333 312041 /pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

The Scottish Government has produced a
face covering exemption card, to support
those who are unable to wear one to feel
more confident and safer when accessing
public spaces and using public services.
https://www.gov.scot/news/facecovering-exemption-cards-launched/

CRAIL LANDSCAPE AND GARDEN
SERVICES
Professional landscapers and gardeners
30 years experience
STONE WALLS, FENCING,
PATIOS,DRIVEWAYS, GARDEN
RESCUES, HEDGE CUTTING, TREE
WORK, PLANTING.MAINTENANCE
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ROBERT 07585877424
BORIS 07943266221
01333450887

Greens of Crail are stocking loose large free range eggs 30 pence each that come without
packaging so bring your own boxes if you want to reuse rather than recycle, or if you don't
need 6 at a time and want to cut down on food waste. Thanks Clem@greens
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WE ARE NOW TAKING YOUR ORDER FOR CHRISTMAS
We understand this year is a bit different for everyone,
and we aren't sure if the rules will change in the next
coming month, this is why we are trying to plan ahead
for the big day to avoid your disappointment.
We are doing order forms this year - this is a great
way of being able to discuss with your family what
you need this Christmas and what we can offer you,
along with prices of everything! These are available to pick up in store now or if you can't
get out, we can send the document via email or Facebook Messenger. Please message us
directly about this as we can't message you first (Facebook technical issue)
Simply fill out the form, and send back to us .
Alternatively, you can of course phone us directly to place your order, or pop in store to
discuss.
Like always, we will be providing a free delivery
service up till Christmas Eve around the East Neuk,
St. Andrews and surrounding areas.
You can use this link to go to the order form:
https://www.crail.info/post/penman-s-2020-christmasorder-form?postId=5facf90a7477a00017a3e9eb
Happy Ordering!!
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Gifts created in the East Neuk Virtual
Christmas Market from our local artists.
Feel like giving Black Friday the swerve
and supporting small business instead? Over
the special weekend of 27th - 29th
November many unique and handmade
artworks will be offered for sale by the
artists themselves. Art and craft items,
videos, presentations and special deals will
be showcased through our ENOS website,
Facebook and Instagram accounts as well as
each participating artist's own sites.
On Friday 27th at 8pm there will also be an
'Artists Talk' via Zoom. Four of our
members will be talking about their practice
and how it has changed in this strangest of
years.
Email zoom@eastneukopenstudios.org if
you'd like to be in the virtual audience and
maybe join in and ask a question.
Why not join us online for our Christmas
Market and start your gift buying by
supporting our artists here in Fife?
https://www.eastneukopenstudios.org/
https://m.facebook.com/
eastneukopenstudios/
https://www.instagram.com/
eastneukopenstudios/

Morton of Pitmilly
Arrive any day and stay for 2 nights prices from £175. This offer is running for
stays within the next 2 weeks, beginning
13th November. Rate available on new
bookings only, from one household only.
Your stay must be booked between
13/11/20 and 25/11/20. We can welcome
guests from within the Fife Council area.
To book, please contact the main office on
01334 880466 or send an email with your
interest to stay@pitmilly.co.uk and quote
'FIFE ESCAPE'

Young Carer Grant
It's been a year since Social Security Scotland launched its Young Carer Grant. If it's a year
since you had a payment and you're still eligible, re-apply now!
Young Carer Grant is a £305.10 available on an annual basis for 16, 17
and 18 year olds who spend an average of 16 hours a week caring for
someone who gets a disability benefit.
You can spend the money on anything you want from driving lessons,
clothes or a subscription to a music or video streaming service.
Apply online at https://www.mygov.scot/young-carer-grant/ or call 0800 182 2222.
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Colin Morrison

The Scottish Government
Self-isolation support grant
We know that being asked to self-isolate is tough, particularly if you're
worried about losing income.
Applications for the £500 Self-Isolation Support Grant are now open to
eligible people on low incomes, via local authorities.
The Local Self-Isolation Assistance Service will also contact people who have been asked
to self-isolate to provide essential essential care, like access to food, medicine and financial
support.
This service will initially focus on those who are on the shielding list, people aged 70+,
disabled people, and people in low income households.
See http://bit.ly/Self-IsolationSupport for further details.
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Litter and Flytipping
Many folk have noted and commented on the increase in litter and fly
tipping in and around Crail, certainly not helped by the restricted hours
and booking system at Pittenweem recycling centre.
Former Scottish rugby international Kenny Logan is calling on the Scottish
Parliament to increase the maximum fine for littering to £1,000.
The Clean Up Britain campaigner said widespread littering was "disrespectful" to the
country.
A fixed penalty notice for littering in Scotland is currently £80.
Mr Logan told BBC Scotland the issue would be taken much more seriously if the potential
fine was higher.
He is petitioning Scottish politicians that the maximum fine should be £1,000 or 100 hours
of supervised community litter picking.
"There are other parts of the world that are cleaner than we are. We're one of the worst in
the Western world. Our litter is horrific," he said.
"It's harming the countryside, it's harming animals and it's not very nice to look at."
Mr Logan said punishments for dropping litter in other parts of the world were far more
severe, comparing Scotland with California in the US where fines can reach $1,000 (£770).
Clean Up Britain is hoping to gain cross-party support at Holyrood in its campaign to raise
fines.
Crail Community Council have been in touch with Willie Rennie to ask that our politicians
support Kenny Logan’s initiative and he has had a positive response from Roseanna
Cunningham the environment minister. The Scottish Government have indicated that they
are very supportive and are reviewing current legislation.
Important Advice to Anyone with Bird Feeders
For those of you with bird feeders in your garden:
We are seeing an alarming number of finches in our garden that very likely have the horrible
parasitic disease Trichomonosis. It mainly affects greenfinches but can affect other finches
particularly chaffinches and also pigeons and doves. It’s sometimes referred to fat finch
disease because birds affected with it will have fluffed up plumage and they look bigger than
normal. They might be lethargic and appear to be tamer than they really should, drool saliva,
regurgitate food, have difficulty in swallowing or laboured breathing, matted wet plumage
around the face and beak. The disease can progress over several days or even weeks and they
eventually starve to death. It is passed from bird to bird by eating food spat out by a
contaminated bird or infected drinking water.
We have been advised by the BTO vet to remove feeders for 2-4 weeks when we see a bird
we suspect to have it and to clean feeders and birdbaths regularly when we are feeding. We
have been using a 5% bleach solution and rinsing thoroughly. I know it’s easy to think that
no one cleans up after birds in the wild, but feeders and bird baths concentrate them into one
area which increases the likelihood of transmission.
We had hoped we’d seen the last of it as it peaks in the late summer/autumn but sadly we
have had another greenfinch showing signs this morning, it can occur all year round. This
disease is horrible, we saw a poor little chaffinch die of it and it is heart breaking. If you have
feeders, please clean them regularly, we are losing an alarming number of greenfinches and
chaffinches to this.
[https://www.bto.org/.../garden-birds/disease/trichomonosis](https://www.bto.org/.../
garden-birds/disease/trichomonosis)
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 30 November 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions)
Reporting Potholes and Street Lighting Faults
As the potholes in Crail seem to keep increasing in both number and size, it might be
worthwhile to remind readers that they can be reported (along with other non-urgent road
faults) by contacting Fife Council (03451 550011 from Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm) or
via their web site: https://online.fifedirect.org.uk/lagan/roadfault/
In addition, if you notice a problem with the street lighting (lights on during the day, or not
coming on at night, for example), these can also be reported by contacting Fife Council
(03451 550011 between 8 am and 6 pm) or by using their online form: https://
www.fifedirect.org.uk/lagan/reportit/index.cfm?fuseaction=reportit.loc ate&objectid=1

The Crail Seagull
I fancied a wee bit of company so I went to the beekeeper to buy 12
bees. I said “ You’ve given me 13,” He said, “It’s a freebee”!!!
Here I go again, bumping my gums about wind turbines, you all know
by now that I’m not a fan. Wind turbines don’t turn forever.
Apparently, a good quality, offshore modern wind turbine will
generally last for around 20 years, although this can be extended to 25
years or longer depending on environmental factors and the correct maintenance procedures
being followed. However, the maintenance costs will increase as the structure ages. I hope
the ones that will be situated off Fluke Dub will be good quality – I have my doubts…
I hate to keep going on about the roads, but I was taking a quick look in Denburn Woods, and
just sat on a tree at the entrance watching the cars. Most cars stop and let others through - but
every now and then cars don’t give that courtesy, and drive on towards oncoming cars at the
narrow point. And it’s always big cars, driven by people who look well to do. Well.......
National Trust Video tour of Kellie Castle:
https://www.nts.org.uk/stories/collections-uncovered-kelliecastle?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=members_service_20
Nov20&_cldee=dGF5bG9tYXhAZ21haWwuY29t&recipientid=contact7ea75941206be811812970106faad2f187b087ee6d5f43d0926feab018e40b71&esid=147ddd04-3d2b-eb11-a813-00224801c499
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in
a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard
to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish
in original format large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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PinkPinkerton Triangle, Community Ownership
Crail Community Partnership has successfully applied for asset transfer of The Pinkerton
Triangle, but we need funds to help us complete the legal transfer process. We would also
like to raise funds to carry out planting, and site improvements that will enhance this green
space for wildlife. Please help us complete this transaction. Community ownership means
Crail can determine how this land is used in the future.
Connecting people with nature
The Pinkerton Triangle is currently a piece of unattended scrub land south of the Pinkerton
residential area, but did you know that it already provides nesting for common whitethroat,
sedge warbler, meadow pipit, reed bunting and stonechat? Imagine what else we could
attract with more hedging, wildflowers and a pond. Someone has already been thinking
about a little mammal that needs our help.
Read this story from a Pinkerton Resident
During lockdown we and our Pinkerton neighbours noticed that more wildlife was taking
advantage of our now quieter street: young hares were seen galloping down the road, a
badger began foraging in our friend’s back garden and a hedgehog was spotted, a rarity
indeed!
During our daily outings we took our time to look for our local wildlife and signs of their
corridors. But how could the elusive hedgehog travel more easily between the surrounding
farmland and all our fenced-off gardens!?
We have wanted to install a hedgehog corridor since we moved to Crail in 2015 and
lockdown presented the perfect opportunity to get out in the garden and finally get it done!
Inspired by a local hedgehog sighting, our hope was not only to provide local hedgehogs
with an extra route between the farmland and the
Pinkerton gardens, but to encourage others to do
the same. We hope that when you wander by and
see our little sign you’ll consider opening up your
own hedgehog corridor by simply making a small
hole in the bottom of your fence!
Why help the hedgehog? If you’ve ever stumbled
across a hedgehog or you’ve been lucky enough
to have one as a regular garden visitor you’ll
know how special an encounter with one of these
endearing prickly creatures can be. Growing up, I
regularly saw hedgehogs but due to hedgerow cutting, pesticides and ever-decreasing green
spaces, they are now in steep decline. If we humans continue to
close off our pristine gardens it’s highly likely that younger
generations will never see a real life hedgehog!
Hedgehogs are a gardener’s best friend, traveling up to 2km a
night they happily hoover up all kinds of pests. They love an
insect-rich lawn and flowerbeds to forage in. Creating a
hedgehog corridor (a 13cm by 13cm hole in your fence) and
leaving an area of your garden a little wild could go a long way
to attracting hedgehogs to your patch.
Can we create a
Hedgehog
Highway &
Haven in the
Pinkerton
residential area
and the Pinkerton
Triangle?

- Create small pond at lowest point of the
site
- Create a viewing area with seating to
overlook the site
- Plant a small number of native bushes/
shrubs near to Scottish Water pumping
station
- Create small section of path near to SW
pumping station through bush/ shrub area
- Remove fence & plant hedgerow (wildlife - Signage as appropriate
corridor) along Warsea Road boundary
- Place signage/ information.
15

How could we enhance The Pinkerton Triangle?

Target Wildlife
Hedgehog, Frogs and toads, Newt, Yellowhammer, Goldfinch, Butterfly species
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