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A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue through age or infirmity. Please
contact us (or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is
a service dependent on volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.
A917 HIGH STREET, CRAIL
As part of the Area Transportation Plan, Fife
Council Transportation Services are proposing
to resurface High Street. Due to Health and
Safety regulations these works will be carried
out under temporary traffic lights and convoy
working plus a temporary parking restriction
order for the duration of the works. This means
that no parking of vehicles will be permitted on
the site during the working day 07.30hrs to
17.00hrs, except for emergency services. Fife
Council will do our best to accommodate the
residents. The proposals for the design of this
scheme can be seen below.
The works are due to start on the week
commencing 14/12/20 and will last for 1 week.
If you have any comments at this stage or would
like more information, please e-mail or call on
03451 555555 extension 480144

South Kilminning Community Ownership
Crail Community Partnership are delighted to be able to tell you that our Crowdfunding
total is now at £5,920, or 98% of the initial Target. For a final push you can access the
Funding website here https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/south-kilminning-communityownership

Crail moved to Tier 3
The First Minister announced on 10 November, with effect Friday 13 November, that
Fife moves from tier level 2 to tier level 3
Christmas under Tier level 3!!
No Na�vity this year because the 3 Wise Men face a travel ban.
The Shepherds have been furloughed.
The Inn Keeper has shut under Tier 3 regula�ons and had a slump in bookings.
Santa won’t be working as he would break the rule of 6 with Dasher, Dancer, Prancer,
Vixen, Donner and Blitzen.
As for Rudolph, with that red nose, he should be isola�ng and taking a test.
Oh dear………..
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East Neuk First Responders
East Neuk Christmas in a Bag
Why we need your help
Christmas is not
a time for anyone
to be on their
own. Every year,
however, many`
p e o p l e ,
especially
the
elderly,
find
themselves
in
that position and
this year there
will be even
more who find
themselves
alone. This is why the East Neuk First
Responders, in association with the East
Neuk Frail Elderly Project, The Pavilion,
Elie and others, would like to deliver a
Christmas Lunch to the elderly in the East
Neuk who are on their own on Christmas
Day. If you would like to help us to do this,
any donation, big or small, would be greatly
appreciated. Thank you!
Donations can be made at:
https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
donation-web/
charity?charityId=1013331&campaignId=1
4701&donationAmount=0&stop_mobi=yes
New Dunes from Old Trees Project 2020
Due to Covid-19 restrictions we have taken
the difficult decision to not receive
Christmas Trees at the West Sands, St
Andrews this year. The trees are used for
restoration of the sand dunes.
Last year more than 4000 trees were
brought to our project from across Fife,
Perth and Kinross and Tayside, which was
wonderful however this year we would
potentially see people moving between
different tiers, to drop off their trees.
The second phase of the ‘New Dunes from
Old Trees’ project involves more than 50
volunteers and staff moving the trees into
the dune crater, which is vital work and
cannot be undertaken at present.
The safety of our volunteers and staff is of
paramount importance, so sadly, we will

Friends of Victoria Gardens
As most people
know, Tom
Hutchon has
planned, grown,
planted and
maintained the
bedding plants
in Victoria
gardens, for
many years.
Unfortunately,
due to ill health,
he has now had
to step down.
We owe a huge debt of gratitude to Tom for
all of his vision, hard work and skill in
making the gardens such a huge asset for
Crail. The gardens are loved by residents
and visitors alike.
10 Volunteers have signed on to date. We
would be delighted to have a few more.
It is intended to form a group entitled
‘Friends of Victoria Gardens’ who will take
on the planting and maintenance of the
gardens over the summer months. At this
stage we are looking for volunteers who are
prepared to help, as and when able, once or
twice a month. Fife Council will still cut the
grass.
In the first instance please email
Crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com to
register your interest. A small steering group
will be formed to plan and organise the
layouts, ordering of plants, and a schedule
for the subsequent planting and
maintenance.
Thank you in anticipation of your support.
pause the project for 2020 and all being well
we will be back in 2021.
Please do not bring your tree to West Sands,
to recycle your tree this year, this can be done
at your local Fife Council Recycling Centre.
Thank you.
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Denburn Dispatches
Saturday 7th November was rather misty and slightly damp but we still had a good turnout
to tidy up the Autumn leaves.
With all rakes in use to clear the paths and the burn of the vast amount of leaf fall we’ve
had since we last met in September, others were planting some spring bulbs and tidying up
the managed flower and shrub beds. The inevitable litter pick included a broken bucket and
a jacket rescued from the burn! As ever in the current situation we each brought our own
flasks for a mid-way tea break.
There was still plenty of colour in the leaves and berries while some winter-flowering
shrubs like viburnum are already out and we all got a good work-out on a cold day.
We’ll meet again the first Saturday of December at 10am although it will probably still be
bring your own flask! New volunteers always welcome.

Colin Morrison
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WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell
All photos by John Anderson
Although the fog lifted the day before, the south-easterly of the 8th brought more grey
weather. There were still bramblings around Crail and I heard some more at Wormiston as I
headed down to the shore that morning. The usual
suspects but with more gannets than the previous
few days passing, some wigeon flocks and a flock
of six goldeneyes. Good to see as none of the
wintering goldeneyes have appeared yet at Fife
Ness and Roome Bay. Two divers flew past, one
larger than the other: a black-throated and a redthroated together. A third diver came past –
probably another black-throated but you lose your
confidence when the second of the much less
common species comes past and the usual is
always a steady stream of red-throated divers. Of
course, events like these are never independent. You
Goldeneye
see one unusual species, you are more likely to see another, because clearly the conditions
are right for it. You need to keep your nerve to identify a distant flying black-throated diver.
But if you get the capped look, more bulky head, some darker contrast on the sides of the
neck and long feet it is a black-throated. When I went through this checklist then the third
bird was a definite black-throated diver.
There was some more fog around on the morning of the 12th. But the stillness made it very
quiet at upper Kilminning. I easily picked up the Siberian chiff-chaff calling. I assume it is
the same bird as I found on the 15th October, but then it could be another one in on the
easterlies. Certainly, there were a lot of blackbirds and woodcock arriving in the previous
few days: I flushed a woodcock as I followed the chiff-chaff around to get a good view. In
case it was a new bird I had a good look at it and its plumage ticked all the right boxes: it
looked very grey, but this might haver been the fog. The call was great too: a single sad
“tseu”, occasionally quite piping like a sad dunnock. I was able to record the call because it
was so quiet. Although it’s very clear, it’s not very loud. If you go looking for the chiffchaff over the weekend, when the go karts on the track next door are in action, then you
won’t be able to hear it. That day it was very active in the top of the sycamores moving
around the entire top of Kilminning, doing a circuit in about 10 minutes. Without the call –
and it was calling for periods of about thirty seconds, making 5 or 6 calls in that time,
interspersed with about five minutes of silence – it was impossible to keep track off.
Otherwise it was redwings and mistle thrushes, and a brief view of a female merlin hunting
through the fog at lower Kilminning.
I went twitching last Thursday (12th). Perhaps because
lockdown was coming back the next day, perhaps because it
was just on the edge of my local patch and it’s good to
hedge your bets. But really because it was a Hudsonian
godwit, a rare wader even in North America where it
breeds. And I have a soft spot for waders. A Hudsonian
godwit turned up on the Eden Estuary at least 15 days ago
but was only positively identified after some pictures were
posted up a few days later. It is an easy bird to overlook
being very similar to a black-tailed godwit, which is quite
common at the Eden in winter. When Hudsonian godwits
fly, however, they show a very distinctive black underwing
– and the photo captured this. I went out that morning
overconfident that it would be easy to spot. But I hadn’t
Hudsonian Godwit
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reckoned on the godwits roosting at a distance.
There was a flock of 33 black-tailed godwits
close to Guardbridge as the tide was rising. I
scanned through them – all looked just like
black-tailed godwits. One by one the rising
water caused them to fly a short distance to
dryer mud. I checked 28 underwings – all pure
white and so not the Hudsonian. Five shuffled
or swam so I wasn’t 100% sure. I cycled down
the south shore of the estuary to check for other
godwits. I found a single bird with curlews in a
Hudsonian Godwit
flooded field halfway to St Andrews. Another
black-tail. I headed back to Guardbridge and had just got there when the Hudsonian godwit
was reported flying away with the roosting flock of godwits – I had overlooked it earlier.
Luckily the flock came down just below the Edenside stables, where a grassy, saltmarsh
area provides a roost even on a high spring tide. I biked down and started working my way
through the flock again. I picked up a slightly smaller, more spangly-backed bird in
amongst them but felt it was just wishful thinking. Then the flock flew in alarm and it was
there – right in the middle – black underwing contrasting and obvious, and the bird a little
bit more compact and shorter legged looking as it sped away. The flock circled round and
came back to roost. The search began again. Luckily the Hudsonian godwit flicked its
wings up and gave itself away. We (now a small socially distanced group had gathered)
could follow the bird as it walked through the flock for a couple of minutes before it
resumed roosting. The differences were very slight. A grey mottled panel on the scapulars
contrasting with a browner wing, the white of the supercilium more concentrated just in
front of the eye and a slightly more peachy buff tone to its plumage generally. Thank
goodness for the underwing. My time was up and I headed back to Guardbridge, home and
work. Nothing like a twitch with a time limit, as long as you get the bird well in the last few
minutes.
After my off patch excursion excitement of Thursday it was
back to the relative quietness of a walk around Crail last
Saturday afternoon. Despite the poor weather, the highlight
was a (the) female merlin still in the stubble field next to
Pinkerton and behind Sauchope Caravan Park. I picked it
up as some starlings and curlews flew up and away from it
as it flew low over the field. Starlings should definitely get
out of the way, but merlins are no threat to a curlew. But
from a curlew’s point of view it’s not worth taking a chance
– and curlews might live tens of years, so they should be
cautious. A falcon coming rapidly towards you head on
Merlin
could easily be a larger, and so very dangerous, peregrine.
And male peregrines often adopt a flickering wing (think mistle thrush in flight) action to
conceal their approach that merlins also use. The size difference between the two is no good
of course as Father Ted will tell you: is it large and far way or small and close? So the
curlews flew up, only to land immediately with a sheepish air as the merlin passed
overhead. The starlings, of course, kept going and the merlin followed them down into
Roome Bay. All in all it was a bird of prey walk – there were three separate sparrowhawks
and a kestrel also about.
Avian Flu
Avian influenza (bird flu) mainly affects birds. It can also affect humans and other
mammals. An Avian Influenza Prevention Zone has been declared across the whole of
Scotland as of 17:00 on 11 November 2020.It introduces stringent biosecurity measures for
all bird keepers (including those who keep pet birds) to help prevent the spread of avian
influenza. For more information:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/avian-influenza-bird-flu/
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Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland: For online service
details click here.
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal Church
is webcasting at 10am each Sunday click here
or contact (zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).

East Neuk Book Group meets online in a
private Facebook Group. All welcome to
join. Discussion starts at 6pm but pop in
from 5.30pm and have a chat with us over
a coffee or hot chocolate (Unfortunately
you will have to make these yourself`).
Thursday 3 December we will discuss :
Maggie O’Farrell
This must be the place
For further information contact
coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Holy Mass: Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the parish
website - click here.

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice
or a local hospital please contact:

Crail Parish Church is now open every
Sunday for worship.
Nov 22 Streamed from St Ayles
29 Rev John Murray
Dec 6 Gift Service Streamed from St
Ayles Cellardyke Church 2.30pm:
Bereavement service(Joint)

01333 451165
FACE COVERING EXEMPTION
CARD
The Scottish Government has produced a
face covering exemption card, to support
those who are unable to wear one to feel
more confident and safer when accessing
public spaces and using public services.
https://www.gov.scot/news/face-coveringexemption-cards-launched/

If you wish to come to the services you will
need to book in advance as we are still only
allowed 50 persons in Church. Please either
call Helen at 450516 or email
armitage@talk21.com to reserve a place.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open each Sunday at 11.30am
for Holy Communion. Services are conducted
by the new Priest in charge, The Rev. Steven
Butler. Services are currently being live
streamed. Strict social distancing measures
apply.
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Sunday Services 1000 and 1200. Because of
Covid-19 distancing restrictions, seating is
limited and should be pre-booked by 5pm the
Friday before. Face coverings must be used,
and there will be no communal singing for
now. Please follow the stewards instructions.
For details/bookings phone or email us.
01333 312041 /pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Crail Matters only works because you
support it. If you haven’t yet supported
us, then please consider doing so. And if
you have, very many thanks!
CRAIL LANDSCAPE AND GARDEN
SERVICES
Professional landscapers and gardeners
30 years experience
STONE WALLS, FENCING,
PATIOS,DRIVEWAYS, GARDEN
RESCUES, HEDGE CUTTING, TREE
WORK, PLANTING.MAINTENANCE
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ROBERT 07585877424
BORIS 07943266221
01333450887

Greens of Crail are stocking loose large free range eggs 30 pence each that come without
packaging so bring your own boxes if you want to reuse rather than recycle, or if you don't
need 6 at a time and want to cut down on food waste. Thanks Clem@greens
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Ma belly is bigger than your belly...Colin Morrison

The poppy stones were painted by Crail Rainbows
and Brownies at their first meeting back on 9th
November, and laid at the Kirk on Remembrance
Day.
Gordon Baxter
Morton of Pitmilly
Arrive any day and stay for 2 nights - prices from
£175. This offer is running for stays within the next 2
weeks, beginning 13th November. Rate available on
new bookings only, from one household only. Your
stay must be booked between 13/11/20 and 25/11/20.
We can welcome guests from within the Fife Council
area. To book, please contact the main office on
01334 880466 or send an email with your interest
to stay@pitmilly.co.uk and quote 'FIFE ESCAPE'
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Citizen Fins: Help Monitor the
Local Dolphins
The Citizen Fins research
project, which is being carried
out by the Sea Mammal
Research Unit at the University
of St Andrews, is investigating
how the pattern of movements
of bottlenose dolphins along the
east coast of Scotland and northeast England is changing. One of
their sources of data is dolphin
photographs taken by the
general public: individual
dolphins can be identified (and
catalogued) by their fin shape
and markings.
You can find out more about the
project on their web site https://
synergy.st- andrews.ac.uk/
citizenfins/ and on November
24th at 18:00 they will be
hosting an online discussion and
Q&A session (there is currently
a short trailer about the event at
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5Rmel9RgPMY)

Looks like
somebody’s
been busy
tidying up
the pebbles
on Roome
Bay beach ... The recent beach
clean up isn’t what I expected.

WE ARE NOW TAKING YOUR
ORDER FOR CHRISTMAS

We understand this year is a bit different
for everyone, and we aren't sure if the rules
will change in the next coming month, this
is why we are trying to plan ahead for the
big day to avoid your disappointment.
We are doing order forms this year - this is
a great way of being able to discuss with
your family what you need this Christmas
and what we can offer you, along with
prices of everything! These are available
to pick up in store now or if you can't get
out, we can send the document via email
or Facebook Messenger. Please message
us directly about this as we can't message
you first (Facebook technical issue)
Simply fill out the form, and send back to
us .
Alternatively, you can of course phone us
directly to place your order, or pop in
store to discuss.
Like always, we will be providing a free
delivery service up till Christmas Eve
around the East Neuk, St. Andrews and
surrounding areas.
You can use this link to go to the order
form:
https://www.crail.info/post/penman-s2020-christmas-orderform?postId=5facf90a7477a00017a3e9eb

Letter to the Editor
I was delighted to see Greens of Crail And
Crail Pharmacy win recognition for serving
the community during lockdown. May I add
my own vote and thanks to The Smoke
Fired Whole Food Shop who not only
delivered emailed orders, but seemed able to
find suppliers of many household goods
when they had disappeared from major
suppliers.
Kate Irving
Reporting Potholes and Street Lighting
Faults
As the potholes in Crail seem to keep
increasing in both number and size, we
thought it might be worthwhile to remind
readers that they can be reported (along with
other non-urgent road faults) by contacting
Fife Council (03451 550011 from Monday
to Friday, 8am to 6pm) or via their web site:
https://online.fifedirect.org.uk/lagan/
roadfault/
In addition, if you notice a problem with the
street lighting (lights on during the day, or
not coming on at night, for example), these
can also be reported by contacting Fife
Council (03451 550011 between 8 am and 6
pm) or by using their online form: https://
www.fifedirect.org.uk/lagan/reportit/
index.cfm?fuseaction=reportit.loc
ate&objectid=1
Social Security Scotland
Scottish Child Payment
We are now taking applications now for
Scottish Child Payment.
It's £40 every 4 weeks for every
child under 6. It's for families who
get Tax Credits or certain benefits.
This will start in February 2021.
We expect huge demand. Get your
application in early so we can
make sure we have everything we need to
make a decision and begin payments as soon
as possible once this benefit starts next year.
Find out more and apply at: mygov.scot/
scottish-child-payment/

Happy Ordering!!
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Book Week Scotland 16-22 November 2020
This year, the Scottish Book Trust’s annual event, Book Week Scotland, will be held on-line.
It runs from Monday 16th to Sunday 22nd November, and there are events for all ages.
Many of these are free, although some of them are ticketed so you may need to book in
advance. The full programme can be found on the Book Week Scotland site: https://
www.scottishbooktrust.com/book-week- scotland/events/2020

Jigsaw Puzzle Corner
For this week’s jigsaw, we’re going for an
injection of colour to brighten things
up a bit, after a pretty grey week last week.
(Picture courtesy of Valencia Sowry.)
https://www.jigsawplanet.com/
?rc=play&pid=169b551afb93
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Wanted
Is there anyone out there who reads Crail
Matters who would have a Hi8 Video
Camcorder to purchase or borrow? Thank
you. Shirley & Gordon Black 01333 450596

Gifts created in the East Neuk Virtual
Christmas Market from our local artists.
Feel like giving Black Friday the swerve
and supporting small business instead? Over
the special weekend of 27th - 29th
November many unique and handmade
artworks will be offered for sale by the
artists themselves. Art and craft items,
videos, presentations and special deals will
be showcased through our ENOS website,
Facebook and Instagram accounts as well as
each participating artist's own sites.
On Friday 27th at 8pm there will also be an
'Artists Talk' via Zoom. Four of our
members will be talking about their practice
and how it has changed in this strangest of
years.
Email zoom@eastneukopenstudios.org if
you'd like to be in the virtual audience and
maybe join in and ask a question.
Why not join us online for our Christmas
Market and start your gift buying by
supporting our artists here in Fife?
https://www.eastneukopenstudios.org/
https://m.facebook.com/
eastneukopenstudios/
https://www.instagram.com/
eastneukopenstudios/

Keep Scotland Beautiful #TurdTag
Keep Scotland Beautiful ask volunteers to
#TurdTagKeep Scotland Beautiful (KSB) is
looking for individuals and families to get
involved with their popular Clean Up
Scotland campaign. #TurdTag will help
establish how much of a problem dog poo is
across Fife and comes after KSB data
showed that 32 per cent of people across
Scotland think that owners not picking up
after their dog had got worse during
lockdown.
For two weeks, starting on Saturday,
volunteers are being asked to identify a
100m stretch of local road, path or walk
through a local greenspace and count, then
submit information on, the number of dog
poos (bagged and un-bagged) that they find.
Results should be emailed to
cleanup@keepscotlandbeautiful.org by
November 20 and can be shared with the
hashtag #turdtag.
Stagecoach Jobseekers
DiscountStagecoach offers a jobseeker
discounts to help people get back on board
and back into work. If you’re a jobseeker
who has a Jobcentre Plus travel card, you
can get half price single and return tickets.
You can apply for a Jobcentre Plus travel
card if you claim: Jobseekers Allowance
(JSA) or Incapacity Benefit or Employment
and Support Allowance (ESA) or Income
Support Universal Credit for 3-9 months
(18-24 year olds) or 3-12 months (over 25s).
and if you’re 18 and over and you’ve been
unemployed between three months and one
year You need to apply for a Jobcentre Plus
travel card at your local Jobcentre Plus
office.

Young Carer Grant
It's been a year since Social Security Scotland launched its Young Carer Grant. If it's a year
since you had a payment and you're still eligible, re-apply now!
Young Carer Grant is a £305.10 available on an annual basis for 16, 17
and 18 year olds who spend an average of 16 hours a week caring for
someone who gets a disability benefit.
You can spend the money on anything you want from driving lessons,
clothes or a subscription to a music or video streaming service.
Apply online at https://www.mygov.scot/young-carer-grant/ or call 0800 182 2222.
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 30 November 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions)
We are delighted to report that at long last, the traffic barriers have been removed apart
from a stretch in St.Andrew's Rd where they remain to assist safe access to the primary
school.
We have been advised by Fife Council that the long awaited road resurfacing work in the
High Street will be carried out during week commencing 14 December. Traffic light
controls will be in operation.
Following further complaints regarding the state of the garden behind the former Children's
centre in West Green, we have asked Fife Council to look at measures to clean up the site.
We are pleased to report that the 2 'big belly' solar compacting bins have now been installed
beside Crail Fish bar and on Castle Walk. Additional gull proof bins have also been
installed.

The Crail Seagull
I may be a seagull of
very little brain, but
even I can see the very
bad state of the roads,
and winter hasn’t even yet begun. Just
imagine how bad its going to get. Still, it looks
like High Street is going to be resurfaced.
Have you seen what’s on offer? Kingsbarns
Distillery have developed a ‘Balcomie
Whisky”. Do residents in Balcomie get a
discount, or favoured treatment? If so I might
even move from Fluke Dub. Mind you, it’s
expensive.
I like the sentiments in this picture. Crail
shops are pretty good, and deserve the
custom. They’ve kept us going during this
pandemic.
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in
a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard
to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish
in original format large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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