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A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue through age or infirmity. Please
contact us (or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is
a service dependent on volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.
High Street Heroes Awards
The awards recognise the people,
businesses and local organisations who
have gone above and beyond to support
their communities during the
coronavirus restrictions. High Street
Heroes also celebrates those who have
helped local shops and high streets to be
innovative, resilient, and to operate in a
safe and welcoming manner. Crail
Matters is pleased to celebrate the award
to:
Greens Fruit Shop of Crail
Finlay Newell, Crail Pharmacy
Awarded by Scotland’s Town Centre
Recovery Campaign. Well Done!!

Dear Editor,
We’re delighted that Crail Community
Partnership has been chosen to benefit as a Coop Local Community Fund. At a time when
funds for community groups and charitable
organisations are becoming more difficult to
access, we’re incredibly grateful for this
opportunity to make a real difference in Crail.
We’re raising funds for to replace the
Community Hall kitchen in 2021, when the
Crail Community Hall will be owned by the
community. The current kitchen is unfit for use
for events or functions, replacement could cost
up to £50,000 but would make an enormous
difference to our community hall.
To help us raise vital funds, we’ll be relying on
Co-op Members. When a member buys selected
branded products and services, the Co-op will
give a helping hand to local causes like ours.
Co-op members can select us as their local
cause by visiting https://
membership.coop.co.uk/causes/45771 If you are
not a Co-op member please join and support
Co-op Local Community Funding. We really
hope that people will visit the website and select
us as their local cause.
Dennis Gowans - Secretary, Crail Community
Partnership 01333 450108

Scottish Government COVID Strategic framework
These are the levels announced by the First Minister on 29 October.
A new five-level system of local Covid restrictions came into force on Monday 2
November.
LOCAL
VIRUS DATA
You can now
access local
information on
the spread of
the virus in
your area by
selecting Fife
then choose
from the menu
in local
neighbourhood
s.
https://
public.tableau.c
om/profile/
phs.covid.19?fb
clid=IwAR1Iz
Nvu3sjbCI6NC
jU7mYPebmk7eWkh0
P0ĳzpPspdQll6YllQDQ
_wpY#!/
vizhome/
COVID19DailyDashbo
ard_159601606
43010/
Overview

From The Royal Burgh of Kilrenny, Anstruther & Cellardyke Community Council
It has been brought to our attention that two dogs have tragically passed away as a result of
suspected poisoning.
Both died further to being walked up Kilrenny Common and there have been several others
suffering from gastroenteritis following dog walks in the area.
Police have been informed of suspicions and The Royal Burgh of Kilrenny, Anstruther &
Cellardyke Community Council would be keen to hear from any other dog owners who
have also encountered health issues further to exercising in that area. Please contact us at
anstruthercommunitycouncil@gmail.com or call on 07818 414178 so we can gather
evidence to pass to the investigating police officers.
Please be vigilant when dog walking in the area and report anything suspicious to Police on
101.
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HALLOWE’EN DRAWING COMPETITION WINNERS
We got illustrator, David Sim, to judge our competition who was also
kind enough to gift a book each that he illustrated for our winners!
For ages 5 and below, our winner is.... RORY KERR
For ages 6 and up, our winner is.... BUDDY ALLAN
We want to thank all the children of our community who did a
Hallowe’en picture for our window! We didn't expect so many of them. We will contract the
winners’ families for their Smyths Toy Store voucher and book. THANKS ALL!!
Scottish Fisheries Museum
28 October 2020 10:00 - 30
November 2020 15:00 Find
Wally in The Scottish
Fisheries Museum! Update:
We are extending the
Where’s Wally spooky trail
to the 30th of November!
12 November 2020 19:00 20:15
Knitting the Herring: The
Eriskay Gansey
For details of all events go to
https://
www.scotfishmuseum.org/
events/

Reporting Potholes and Street Lighting Faults
As the potholes in Crail seem to keep increasing in both number and size, we thought it
might be worthwhile to remind readers that they can be reported (along with other nonurgent road faults) by contacting Fife Council (03451 550011 from Monday to Friday, 8am
to 6pm) or via their web site: https://online.fifedirect.org.uk/lagan/roadfault/
In addition, if you notice a problem with the street lighting (lights on during the day, or not
coming on at night, for example), these can also be reported by contacting Fife Council
(03451 550011 between 8 am and 6 pm) or by using their online form: https://
www.fifedirect.org.uk/lagan/reportit/index.cfm?fuseaction=reportit.loc ate&objectid=1
Jigsaw Puzzle Corner

For this week’s jigsaw, we’re
taking a short stroll along the
coastal path eastwards, to
Kilminning. Don’t forget that
the crowdfunder for
Kilminning is still running.
(Picture courtesy of Gordon
Baxter.) https://
www.jigsawplanet.com/
?rc=play&pid=1ae7b4191912
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WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell
All photos by John Anderson except redshank by Will Cresswell

November 1st was another very windy day. I stayed around Crail and tried my luck walking
through the stubble fields just to the east of Crail. I put up about 40 skylarks, rather than the
400 of a couple of weeks ago and nothing else except some linnets. There was a gull melee
in Roome Bay again at high tide. I sat in the grass at the back of the beach and let the
waders and gulls come to me as the tide came in. One of my colour-ringed redshanks came
close enough for me to get a photo to do it justice.
YGSS (yellow green, sky (blue) sky (blue). I caught
this bird more or less where it was that day in February
2012. It was an adult then, so at least 1.8 years old. You
can age redshanks in their first winter but after that,
when they moult into adult plumage completely by their
first breeding summer at one year old then you only
know that they are not juveniles. So this bird is over ten
years old, at least. Please say hello to it when you are
next down at Roome Bay – it is almost always halfway
along the beach, below the toilet block – and its rings, the
Ringed Redshank
ones above the knee, that identify it are easy to see without
binoculars, the two pale blue ones look like a single whiteish one. Although I have talked
about this before, it is worth mentioning it again just in case you are horrified by the
number of rings on the bird. Why so many? Because redshanks move across the planet and
a lot of redshanks are ringed in different places, so you need a lot of rings to ensure that
each one marked has its own unique combination. Surely this harms them in some way?
Not as far as we know, and I have studied the issue specifically in redshanks as part my
research: I found that there was no effect on their survival at all and I would have been able
to detect even just a 1% difference caused by the colour rings. So please enjoy the bird as a
recognisable neighbour that has chosen to settle in Crail like many of us have, and as an
individual contributing to our knowledge of how important somewhere like Roome Bay is
as a habitat for wild birds and how long a bird like a redshank might live on average.
It does look a lot like autumn is over. There was a slim chance of something coming in with
some south-easterlies at the end of last week but I
think we have had our lot this season. It has been
an exceptional autumn in terms of some very
good birds turning up. The only thing missing
was some late October easterly rainstorms to
bring in lots of thrushes and woodcocks at once.
They seem to have trickled in more this year. At
Kilminning on the 3rd there were no summer
migrants at all – my last one was a barn swallow
on the 29th October. That may well be it now until
next April. There were still five species of thrush
Redwing there including quite a few redwings feeding on the hawthorn berries to add
to the feeling that winter is here.
The geese have been flying over all week while I have been working at home. I had to
follow them outside last Friday morning. The sea was flat calm with only some passing
dolphins and the fishing boats to disturb it. It was a beautiful winter’s day. When I got to
Balcomie Beach the flock of sanderling (about 28 in residence now) was in a tight huddle at
the tide edge. Flocks of starlings popped up and started spinning in tight balls over the
adjacent rocky shore, and a trail of redshanks shrieked along the coastal path. I didn’t see
anything but I bet it was a merlin. As I scanned for it, I picked up a carrion crow showing
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pale grey areas like a hooded crow. Hooded crows are
the western Scottish and Irish form of carrion crows.
They are considered a separate species, but carrion
crows and hooded crows hybridise and there are a lot
intermediates along the zone where both “species” meet.
Because the zone is narrow and the intermediates are at a
disadvantage to either parent form, this strengthens the
case that the two forms are distinct species. The support
for a split into two species or lump into one has varied
through the years but recent genetic evidence shows
them to be very, very similar. The jury is still out. If this
actually matters of course. Hooded crows and carrion crows Hooded Crow
are more distinct to look at than many more obvious
species, and both live in different areas. They might as well be different species for the
purposes of birding. Anyway, my bird was mostly carrion crow with a touch of hooded
crow. Slightly paler grey areas rather than very pale grey, although it was grey in the
distinct patches where it was supposed to be ruling out a pale plumaged carrion crow (they
often have paler feathers particularly when on a poor diet). I’ll wait for a full, 100% hooded
crow on the Crail patch before I decide whether to put a new species on the Crail list.
There were a lot of thrushes again at Kilminning. There are a lot fieldfares around this year:
there was a big flock up by Kingsbarns Distillery last
Thurday as I passed. A fieldfare was in the flock of mistle
thrushes at the top of Kilminning. Although I know this
feature already, I was really struck by the black tail of the
fieldfare contrasting with the white belly when the birds
flew above me. This compares to a only slightly dark
undertail, with much less contrast with the belly in a mistle
thrush. Both species always look distinctive from below
but this seems to be one of the main reasons for it.
The fog rolled in late afternoon on Friday the 6th and the
Fieldfare
following morning it was still lingering. I had a walk round
Crail – it was not going to be a good morning for birding anywhere. It turned out well
though. As I crossed the stubble field at Pinkerton a merlin – probably a female, but
everything looks bigger in a fog – flew up from a mound of earth and moved to a fence
post. As I continued, I wondered if me putting up the skylarks might lead to a hunt. Merlins
frequently chase after birds flushed by people, or dogs, or horses or even vehicles. It is hard
for merlins to find a few very cryptic skylarks in a huge field. Sure enough, my dog put up
four skylarks and the merlin was off after one in a rapid climb. It disappeared into the fog,
still powering up after the skylark.
I came back to Crail past Balcomie Caravan Park. There was a mixed flock of tits and song
thrushes that caught my attention in the sycamores along the northern boundary. And then a
chiffchaff. Any winter chiffchaff in Crail is worth a lot of attention – of the two last winter,
one was a definite, and the other a probable, Siberian chiffchaff. This one fitted the bill for a
Siberian chiffchaff, with brownish or whiteish tones throughout apart from greenish on the
primaries, brown ear coverts and very black legs. It wouldn’t call though to clinch it. I tried
playback and it stopped feeding and flicked its wings, looking around to a Siberian
chiffchaff call, but then resumed feeding when I played common chiffchaff call. It might
have been an order effect, and I should have played common chiffchaff first. Still another
bit of circumstantial evidence. This is the 4th Siberian chiff-chaff this autumn, although this
one not quite certain. But I am getting the impression that they are less rare than thought,
just overlooked. It helps that we don’t have regular overwintering common chiffchaffs
around Crail so any chiffchaff that appears is an unusual bird and I give it a good look.
Later, there were one or two bramblings in another mixed flock in the top of the big
sycamores in Beech Walk Park. More song thrushes too. The fog seemed to have brought a
few things in. All in all, a good doorstep walk.
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Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland: For online service
details click here.
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal Church
is webcasting at 10am each Sunday click here
or contact (zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).

East Neuk Book Group meets online in a
private Facebook Group. All welcome to
join. Discussion starts at 6pm but pop in
from 5.30pm and have a chat with us over
a coffee or hot chocolate (Unfortunately
you will have to make these yourself`).
Thursday 3 December we will discuss :
Maggie O’Farrell
This must be the place
For further information contact
coralnapier@yahoo.co.uk

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Holy Mass: Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the parish
website - click here.

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice
or a local hospital please contact:

Crail Parish Church is now open every
Sunday for worship.
Nov 15 Rev John Murray
22 Streamed from St Ayles
29 Rev John Murray
Dec 6 Gift Service Streamed from St
Ayles Cellardyke Church 2.30pm:
Bereavement service(Joint)

01333 451165
Wanted
Is there anyone out there who reads
Crail Matters who would have a Hi8
Video Camcorder to purchase or
borrow? Thank you. Shirley & Gordon
Black 01333 450596

If you wish to come to the services you will
need to book in advance as we are still only
allowed 50 persons in Church. Please either
call Helen at 450516 or email
armitage@talk21.com to reserve a place.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open each Sunday at 11.30am
for Holy Communion. Services are conducted
by the new Priest in charge, The Rev. Steven
Butler. Services are currently being live
streamed. Strict social distancing measures
apply.
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Sunday Services 1000 and 1200. Because of
Covid-19 distancing restrictions, seating is
limited and should be pre-booked by 5pm the
Friday before. Face coverings must be used,
and there will be no communal singing for
now. Please follow the stewards instructions.
For details/bookings phone or email us.
01333 312041 /pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Crail Matters only works because you
support it. If you haven’t yet supported
us, then please consider doing so. And if
you have, very many thanks!

CRAIL LANDSCAPE AND GARDEN
SERVICES
Professional landscapers and gardeners
30 years experience
STONE WALLS, FENCING,
PATIOS,DRIVEWAYS, GARDEN
RESCUES, HEDGE CUTTING, TREE
WORK, PLANTING.MAINTENANCE
NO JOB TOO SMALL
ROBERT 07585877424
BORIS 07943266221
01333450887

Greens of Crail are stocking loose large free range eggs 30 pence each that come without
packaging so bring your own boxes if you want to reuse rather than recycle, or if you don't
need 6 at a time and want to cut down on food waste. Thanks Clem@greens
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Letter to the Editor
Hello. I simply want to say how much I
enjoy the photos you print by Colin
Morrison. They are stunning! Keep
them coming.
Barbara Meldrum, Moscow, Idaho
DENTISTS

As of Sunday 1st November dentists will be
able to provide a full range of dental
treatments to NHS patients.
A return to pre-COVID levels patient
volumes will not be achievable under
current health protection measures so those
requiring urgent care or those at increased
risk of dental disease will be prioritised.
There will be a wait to get treatment for
many because of the backlog so best to wait
if you can.
www.scottishdental.org/cdo-letter-fullrange-of-nhs-dental-treatments-from-1stnovember/
?fbclid=IwAR0kd_5IiFFIcLqH02Rm99b20
ziLCAXnC2iuZc0h9HU9FEHrjvYl6gzVZu
0
Young Carer Grant
It's been a year since
Social Security Scotland
launched its Young Carer
Grant. If it's a year since
you had a payment and
you're still eligible, reapply now!
Young Carer Grant is a £305.10 available on
an annual basis for 16, 17 and 18 year olds
who spend an average of 16 hours a week
caring for someone who gets a disability
benefit.
You can spend the money on anything you
want from driving lessons, clothes or a
subscription to a music or video streaming
service.
Apply online at https://www.mygov.scot/
young-carer-grant/ or call 0800 182 2222.
CRAIL FESTIVAL AGM
Crail Festival's AGM will take place on
Zoom at 7pm on Monday 9th November.
Apart from the putting green's triumph this
year's Festival has essentially been
transferred to 2021. We are travelling in
hope so there will be a report on the events,
the finances and committee membership.
Hopefully enough to stir the interest of those
who might be interested in joining the
committee! Sadly the usual complimentary

FACE COVERING EXEMPTION
CARD
The Scottish Government has produced a
face covering exemption card, to support
those who are unable to wear one to feel
more confident and safer when accessing
public spaces and using public services.
https://www.gov.scot/news/face-coveringexemption-cards-launched/
Keep Scotland Beautiful #TurdTag
Keep Scotland Beautiful ask volunteers to
#TurdTagKeep Scotland Beautiful (KSB) is
looking for individuals and families to get
involved with their popular Clean Up
Scotland campaign. #TurdTag will help
establish how much of a problem dog poo is
across Fife and comes after KSB data
showed that 32 per cent of people across
Scotland think that owners not picking up
after their dog had got worse during
lockdown.
For two weeks, starting on Saturday,
volunteers are being asked to identify a
100m stretch of local road, path or walk
through a local greenspace and count, then
submit information on, the number of dog
poos (bagged and un-bagged) that they find.
Results should be emailed to
cleanup@keepscotlandbeautiful.org by
November 20 and can be shared with the
hashtag #turdtag.
Stagecoach Jobseekers Discount
Stagecoach offers a jobseeker discounts to
help people get back on board and back into
work. If you’re a jobseeker who has a
Jobcentre Plus travel card, you can get half
price single and return tickets. You can
apply for a Jobcentre Plus travel card if you
claim: Jobseekers Allowance (JSA) or
Incapacity Benefit or Employment and
Support Allowance (ESA) or Income
Support Universal Credit for 3-9 months
(18-24 year olds) or 3-12 months (over 25s).
and if you’re 18 and over and you’ve been
unemployed between three months and one
year You need to apply for a Jobcentre Plus
travel card at your local Jobcentre Plus
office.
glass of wine will not be delivered to your
door but feel free to drink your own!
If you wish to attend please e-mail Jenni
Gowans at jennigowans@btinternet.com
and you will be sent the appropriate link.
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ADAM (About Digital And Me) Free
Service
ADAM (About Digital And Me) is a new free
service that is designed to help people in
Scotland that are living with dementia and
their carers to access technology that is
matched to their specific needs. Based on
your responses to a questionnaire, ADAM
makes personalised suggestions about which
technology products may be useful. All of the
recommended products have been tried and
tested by people living with experience of
dementia. ADAM does not sell these
products, but all of them are available from
high street retailers. ADAM is funded by
Alzheimer Scotland and the Scottish Government.
Details about the ADAM service are on their web site: https://www.meetadam.co.uk/ and
there is a link to a useful list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) at the bottom of that
page.
eFife - Electric Vehicles
Would you consider an EV for your next car to help lower
Fife’s carbon footprint? There are many benefits to having an
EV including:
- Being able to charge your car for between £2 and £4
(Source: Energy Saving Trust)
-Spending less time and money on servicing – electric cars
have fewer moving parts
- Getting from A to B for as little as 2-3p per mile in an electric vehicle (rather than 12-15p per mile
for a petrol or diesel car)
- Zero Vehicle Excise Duty for electric vehicles costing less than £40,000 new
- A quieter, smoother drive
- Dealing easily with stop-start traffic
- Zero CO2 exhaust emissions
- The option to rent rather than buy a battery – so it’s easier to replace. And with EV loans and grant
support for charging facilities available, it’s getting easier every day to go electric.
* From midnight on 16 November, if you’re using a public electric vehicle (EV) charging point, fees
will apply. The fees will be 15p/kWh, plus a £1.60 connection charge per session. A connection
charge is being introduced so that charging bays are used for charging and not parking.Visit
www.fife.gov.uk/efife for more information.
A maximum stay of up to an hour at a rapid
charger is considered fair usage by
ChargePlace Scotland even if the charge
point is located at a long-stay parking facility
like a Park & Ride. When a charging session
ends, your vehicle must be moved to a
standard parking space to ensure other drivers
have access to the charge point. Destination
chargers are for extended charging, but a
maximum of 12 hours is considered adequate
for the majority of vehicles, dependent on
parking restrictions at the site. Charge points
are available for public use on a first come,
first served basis.

Colin Morrison
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Pittenweem Community Library and Information Centre
The Community Library in Pittenweem has recently reopened its doors and we would like to extend
a warm welcome to residents of neighbouring villages to join us and gain access to our great
collection of books and DVDs. We already have some members from Crail and Anstruther. We
know that not all the local libraries have reopened yet and hope our community library (entirely run
by volunteers) may provide a valuable resource to readers from the surrounding area.
Opening Hours
We are currently open on a Wednesday from 2pm to 4pm and on a Saturday from 10am to 12pm.
We’ll add your details to our system and you’ll be welcome to choose up to six books to take home
and enjoy.
We are following all the usual recommenced practices to help keep everyone safe including wearing
face masks, using sanitiser and limiting numbers.
Order and Collect
If you prefer not to enter the building, you can use our Order and Collect system. Just drop us an
email and we’ll get in touch, sort out your free membership and let you know when to collect your
chosen books from the front door of the library (usually on a Monday afternoon). You can choose
books from our online catalogue or tell one of our friendly volunteers which authors or types of
books you like and ask them to choose some books for you.
Online Catalogue https://
pittenweem.libib.com/
Email
Email us at the address below if you
would like any more information or
would like to sign up for Order and
Collect.
library@pittclic.org.uk
Facebook
Keep an eye on our Facebook page
for information on our new stock
and any changes to opening hours.
We’ll make sure you’re kept up to
date. The Facebook page is public
and we also post lots of interesting
information on local events etc.
You can search for it on your
normal browser and don’t even
need to be a member of Facebook
to view the information.
https://www.facebook.com/pittclic/
posts/1096783197443399
Newsletters
Members of the library receive
regular newsletters and you can also
sign up to receive emails containing
reviews of books recently enjoyed
by our readers.
Website
Check out our new website where
we are continuing to add new
content.
https://pittenweemlibrary.org.uk/

Fife Coast and Countryside Trust Autumn Newsletter
Fife Coast and Countryside Trust have just published their autumn newsletter.
In their last newsletter (February) they’d been expecting a hectic 2020, albeit
not in the way that it turned out. The newsletter describes the work they’ve
been doing during the pandemic, their plans for the future, and how you can get involved.
https://mailchi.mp/abaf330a87b1/fcct-autumn-2020-newsletter
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 30 November 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions)
At the Community Council meeting on 26th October, it was agreed to proceed with the
purchase of 2 solar compacting bins. These will be located at the chip shop and on Castle
Walk and will greatly assist in coping with seasonal spikes of rubbish. A further 4 seagull
proof bins are also being acquired. Additional bins have also been organised for the harbour
area.
‘Communities are to be rigorously consulted over any future action to aid social distancing
in Fife’s town centres following uproar in the north east of the region.’ (Dundee Courier 3rd
November) Two controversial issues have been resolved in favour of local democracy
where Fife Council have now accepted that they did not adhere to proper consultation
procedures. We made strenuous objections about the social distancing barriers, that were
imposed upon us without consultation or approval. At a North east area committee meeting
of Fife Councillors on Wednesday 28th October, it was agreed that these should be
removed. Hopefully that will have been done by the time you read this.
Fife Council have also abandoned their rewilding consultation – again proper consultation
procedures had not been followed. We have asked for detailed proposals for the areas of
public ground that are their responsibility, following which a full public consultation would
be held. Fife Council have accepted that this cannot happen whilst Covid restrictions
remain in place.
Following representations, Fife Council will look at designing an improved traffic
management scheme for Denburn and the provision of disabled parking spaces in High St/
Marketgate.
Friends of Victoria Gardens
As most people know, Tom Hutchon has planned, grown,
planted and maintained the bedding plants in Victoria gardens,
for many years. Unfortunately, due to ill health, he has now
had to step down. We owe a huge debt of gratitude to Tom for
all of his vision, hard work and skill in making the gardens
such a huge asset for Crail. The gardens are loved by residents
and visitors alike.
Whilst no one is irreplaceable, Tom comes very close to that
definition and he will be a hard act to follow!
It is intended to form a group entitled ‘Friends of Victoria
Gardens’ who will take on the planting and maintenance of the gardens over the summer
months. At this stage we are looking for volunteers who are prepared to help, as and when
able, once or twice a month. Fife Council will still cut the grass.
In the first instance please email Crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com to register your
interest. A small steering group will be formed to plan and organise the layouts, ordering of
plants, and a schedule for the subsequent planting and maintenance.
Thank you in anticipation of your support.
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The Crail Seagull
Seen this? I don’t believe it!!! Just try staring at me!!
How to get rid of seagulls: A study finds that staring at the
birds makes them MORE likely to flee!
- Researchers from Exeter studied the behaviour of 155 gulls in
Cornwall, England
- They approached the seabirds while either looking down or
directly at them
- The team found they could get around 6.5 feet closer if not staring at the birds
- In addition, the findings confirmed urban birds to be bolder than rural ones.
Seagulls notice where humans are looking — and flee faster when stared at, research into the
behaviour of the food-thieving feathered fiends has found.
Researchers from Exeter found that they could get around 6.5 feet (2 metres) closer to the scavenging
seabirds if they didn't look directly at them while approaching.
Furthermore, the team found that younger gulls had the same reaction as their elders — suggesting
the behaviour is either innate or learnt very quickly.
The team also confirmed that urban gulls are bolder than their rural counterparts — allowing
humans to get closer and being more likely to walk, not fly, away.
Seagulls notice where humans are looking — and flee faster when stared at, research into the
behaviour of the food-thieving feathered fiends has found. Pictured, a seagull
'Herring gulls are increasingly breeding and foraging in urban areas — and therefore have regular
interactions with humans,' said paper author and animal behaviour expert Madeleine Goumas of the
University of Exeter.
'We know from previous research that gulls are less likely to peck a bag of chips if a human is
watching — but in that experiment the researcher either looked at the gulls or turned their head
away.'
'In our new study, the experimenter approached while facing the gull and only changed the direction
of their eyes — either looking down or at the gull.'
'We were interested to find that gulls pay attention to human eye direction specifically and that this is
true for juveniles as well as adults so their aversion to human gaze isn't a result of months or years
of negative interactions with people.'

A Message from Crail Rainbows and Brownies
On 9 November, we will (hopefully) re-start Rainbow
and Brownie meetings. All girls aged 5-9 are welcome to come
along. Please email CrailBrownies@yahoo.com for more
information. On our first evening, we will be painting 'poppy
stones' for Remembrance Day (see example photograph)
We will lay the poppy stones at the Church on Remembrance Day, 11 November.
Everyone is welcome to paint poppy stones – young and old!
As gatherings are not allowed at the moment, you can place your painted poppy stone
whenever it suits you - the Church has suggested the flower bed outside the windows.
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in
a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard
to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish
in original format large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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Colin Morrison
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