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A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue through age or infirmity. Please
contact us (or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is
a service dependent on volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.
Pinkerton Triangle, Community Ownership Crowdfunding
The total fund as of Friday the 10th December is £5,700 (excluding Gift Aid),
racing passed our Stretch Target of £4,500.
A large part of this successful overachievement is due to two major donations
from companies.
• M&S Energy has donated £2,500, as part of their drive to help ‘Communities
Go Green.’
• Pinkerton neighbours Largo Leisure (Sauchope Caravan Park) have donated
£500.
The M&S Energy donations were triggered by the incredible public response to
this project, so thank you to all who donated. 9 more days to go.
South Kilminning - currently £6,765 (excl GA), with 4 more days to go. Please note the
support from the Scottish Wildlife Trust.
Bow Butts - ended with £4,666 (excl GA).
Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you haven’t yet supported us, then
please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made
directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing hands to help with Editing,
layout and production. We also need local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

Feeling you’ve lost touch with people during the lockdown? Do you want to send a
festive message to loved ones?
Crail Matters will publish Christmas Greetings and messages in its 21st December issue. We
also invite all organisations in Crail to send us a a short end of year round-up and plans for
2021 to include in the same issue.
Crail Matters will be taking a break over Christmas. 21 December will be our last
issue before Christmas, publishing again 4 January.

No WILD CRAIL this week
but back next week
Temporary Road Closure Kikmay Road
Kirkmay Road, Crail, from jct. A917 St Andrews Road
to south gable of property no. 3 Wingfield will be closed
from Monday 14/12/20 at 08.00hrs to Friday 18/12/20 at
17.00hrs, or until earlier completion of the works.
The alternative route for vehicular traffic is via St
Andrews Road, High Street, Westgate, Lamont Terrace
and Kirkmay Road as in the adjacent map.
Access for emergency service vehicles and pedestrians
will be maintained. Fife Council Roads & Transportation
Services is responsible for these works and can be
contacted as
Follows: Contact: 03451 555555 Ext. 444623
Emergency/
Out of Hours: 03451 550099
Covid Update
FIFE REMAINS IN LEVEL THREE, despite meeting the level two indicators.The reason
given was that the test positivity rate was about 5% and the case numbers had increased by
3%.
The following Fife wide cases reported are:
9th December - Madras College - Two positive cases.
7th-8th December - Canongate Primary School, St Andrews - One positive case.
7th-8th December - Newburgh Primary School - One positive case.
10th December – Two staff and two students at St. Andrews University were reported as
positive cases that were still active (not yet discharged). Only one new student case has
been reported since the 3rd December.
SELF ISOLATION CUT TO 10 DAYS
Anyone required to self-isolate, due to contact with someone who has had a positive test for
coronavirus or as a result of quarantine rules on arrival from overseas will need to do so for
10 days following updated clinical advice.
Currently the self-isolation period for international travellers and for contacts of positive
cases in Scotland is 14 days but this will change from Monday 14th December. For further
information go to https://www.gov.scot/news/reduction-in-self-isolation/
UK AND IRELAND TRAVEL
Travel to and from Jersey is banned but the ban on travel to the Republic of Ireland has
been lifted. Infection rates in Donegal remain high so people should not travel there. Travel
restrictions remain in place between Scotland and England, Northern Ireland and Wales
except for essential reasons.
https://www.gov.scot/news/common-travel-area-restrictions-updated/
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Was down by the harbour
the other day, when I saw
all these pigeons on the
roof. It made me wonder
if Royal Mail might have
been recruiting them to
help clear their backlog.

Simple Acts of Kindness
Telephone Befriending with seescape
Do you have a spare half hour each week to call someone
living with sight loss in Fife?
Do you want to make a real difference to someone’s life,
whilst gaining new skills and experiences?
If ‘YES’ then we have the opportunity for you:
Living with a sight impairment can be an isolating
experience, during the COVID-19 pandemic this has been felt
more so by those who are living alone and unable to go out
due to restrictions.
seescape are looking to recruit Volunteer Telephone
Befrienders, willing to donate a small amount of time each week to call a client, offer a
friendly listening ear, have a chat and offer moral support.
In return, Volunteer Befrienders will:
- receive training, which can be done in their own time, remotely (includes 3 videos and
supporting materials);
- receive ongoing support from a named contact at seescape;
- Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) membership;
- be part of volunteer events and activities at seescape (via Zoom);
- receive satisfaction for making a real difference to a person’s life.
Interested?
Please call/text Kirstie on 07946 288 712 or email: kirstie.henderson@seescape.org.uk
seescape main office: 01592 644979
Website: www.seescape.org.uk
Check out our Facebook page (seescape Fife) to listen to our volunteers talking about their
experiences.
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Photos: Colin Morrison

Are you spending local?
Every pound spent locally is re-spent six times in the area’s economy, so the
knock-on effect is significant. Thinking local first protects jobs, is better for
the environment and helps make our communities better places to live.
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ATTENTION ALL BOOKWORMS I hope to do bookstall outside
Marine Hotel again. I wont aim to start much before midmorning and will
pack up at dusk unless its seriously heavy rain (again!). I was pleased to see
a few regular customers plus locals (including canine pals) I hadn’t seen all
year although last time I got quite cold then spent a day battling with the
wind and finally books and self got quite wet!
Sat 19 and Sun 20 December - a chance to stockpile books to read on the shortest day of the
year
Sat 26 and Sun 27 December - Boxing Day books for those who didn’t get enough vols
from Santa followed by last chance to buy in 2020
Sat 2 and Sun 3 rd January - first chance to buy in 2021
If you are around the village, please make a detour along Nethergate if only to say hello or
"I don’t like books". When mentioning my plans to a regular customer he said "Wont it be
cold?" Let us please think a little positive, dress code optional, wear your sunscreen and
swimwear if you like. We did not have any problem adhering to the "Rule of Six even
outside" - I don’t think on the last day I had 6 throughout the day but I’m not complaining.
I look forward to seeing anyone/everyone particularly those who reckon not to like books.

Jigsaw Puzzle Corner
Apart from the obvious, 2020 has been notable for four
consecutive supermoons. To celebrate this, we’ve selected a
photograph of one of these for this week’s interactive jigsaw
puzzle (medium difficulty: 63 pieces). (Picture courtesy of
Colin Morrison.)
https://www.jigsawplanet.com/?rc=play&pid=1739030c548d
Note that anyone can create a free account to use jigsaw
planet, which will allow you to create your own jigsaw
puzzles: https://www.jigsawplanet.com/?rc=signup

Last Posting Dates for Christmas
U.K.
Friday 18 December 2nd Class and 2nd
Class Signed For
Monday 21 December 1st Class and 1st
Class Signed For and Royal Mail Tracked
48*
Tuesday 22 December Royal Mail Tracked
24*
Wednesday 23 December Special Delivery
Guaranteed
International Standard & International
tracking and signature services
Wednesday 9 December
Africa, Asia,
Caribbean, Central and South America, Far
and Middle East
Thursday 10 December Canada, Cyprus,
Malta
Friday 11 December Greece, Eastern Europe
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(except Czech Republic, Poland and
Slovakia) and Turkey
Saturday 12 December Czech Republic,
Finland, Italy, Poland, Sweden, USA
Wednesday 16 December
Austria,
Denmark, Germany, Iceland,
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland
Friday 18 December Belgium, France,
Ireland, Luxembourg
Allow plenty of time for posting. Please
post items and gifts for Christmas early,
particularly for International deliveries.
Ongoing Covid restrictions, reduced air and
freight capacity, high volumes and winter
weather conditions are all impacting
transportation and local delivery across the
globe.

Windfall
apples please
take some

Outside the
Kirk

East Neuk First Responders

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from an
appointment at Skeith Medical Practice or
a local hospital please contact:
01333 451165

East Neuk Christmas in a Bag
Why we need your help
Christmas is not a time for anyone to be on
their own. Every
year,
however,
many`
people,
especially
the
elderly,
find
themselves
in
that position and
this year there
will be even more
who
find
themselves alone.
This is why the
East Neuk First
Responders, in association with the East
Neuk Frail Elderly Project, The
Pavilion, Elie and others, would like to
deliver a Christmas Lunch to the elderly in
the East Neuk who are on their own on
Christmas Day. If you
would like to help us to do
this, any donation, big or
small, would be greatly
appreciated. Thank you!
Donations can be made at:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
donation-web/
charity?charityId=1013331&campaignId=
14701&donationAmount=0&stop_mobi=y
es
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Morton of Pitmilly - Private Pool and
Indoor Facilities Use
We have now opened our indoor pool for
local use during the winter months with
weekend and midweek times available.
Bookings will run for 50 minutes and are
strictly for 1 household at a time. No
towels are provided so please bring your
own and come dressed ready to swim to
allow longer in the pool. Membership of
the gym, hire of the indoor tennis court
and indoor games area are also available, 1 hour slots must be booked in advance.
If you are local to us and are interested, please contact us on 01334 880466 or email
stay@pitmilly.co.uk for further information. Pool sessions are £20 per booking. Multibooking discounts are available. Gym memberships available on a monthly or annual basis.
Indoor tennis or badminton court available at £16 per hour.
Police issue Royal Mail and DPD 'delivery' warning to shoppers
With Black Friday now behind us, and
Christmas fast-approaching, many online
shoppers are waiting for deliveries. However,
an influx of online orders has not gone
unnoticed by scammers, who have been
spotted posing as the Royal Mail and DPD in
an attempt to steal from peoples' bank
accounts.
Be aware of several scam text and emails circulating that appear to be from Royal Mail or
DPD.
The messages state that the couriers have tried to deliver a parcel, and ask you to click a link
to reschedule the delivery. The link directs you to an authentic looking website, which asks
for your full name, address, date of birth and mobile number. If you complete the form, you’ll
then be prompted to enter your credit card details, which the scammers can then use to drain
your bank account.
Detective Inspector Rob Buns, from Hertfordshire Constabulary’s Serious Fraud and Cyber
Unit, said: “This scam is very convincing with Christmas a few weeks away and many people
are shopping online and waiting for their orders to be delivered. It’s important to check the
details in the messages and make sure it is genuinely related to an item you have ordered.
Does the message use your name, rather than to an email address? Does it mention the goods
or company you have ordered items from? If in doubt do not click the link and contact the
vendor directly via their website. Please help us to raise awareness by talking about this with
your friends and family, especially if they are vulnerable or elderly.”
Ray Walsh, Digital Privacy Expert at ProPrivacy, advised: “Anybody in the UK that receives
a text message purporting to be from a delivery service must remember that it could be a
scam and that they should never follow any links contained in SMS messages or provide their
information to the sender.
“If you are expecting a parcel and have not received it yet, contact the retailer or delivery
service directly to rectify it and ignore any incoming messages that attempt to make you part
with personal information.
“Scammers use cleverly worded messages that employ urgency to trick their victims, so if
you get a text message that tells you to act quickly to secure your parcel it is vital not to panic
or you could end up having your data stolen.”
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Staying Active Throughout Winter (Even Indoors!)
When the days are short, and the weather cold, it can be hard to
stay active. If you can’t get outside for a walk or to exercise once a
day, for whatever reason, it is important to try to stay active. There
are lots of ways you can do this, all of which are designed to stop
you sitting for too long, which is bad for your general health and
wellbeing.
Paths For All are a Scottish charity who champion everyday
walking for a happier, healthier Scotland. They have some great
ideas for staying active, even when you’re stuck indoors, on their
web site: https://www.pathsforall.org.uk/wod-tip-and- story/stayingactive-throughout-theday-in-winter
Edinburgh’s Harmony Choir features in the Bafta award winning Gail Porter
documentary
The Gale Porter documentary which
has won BAFTA Scotland for best
single documentary features ta guest
appearance of the Harmony Choir.
The HarmonyChoir is a group of
singers, some of whom have
experience of mental health
symptoms (i.e. just like everybody
else!). They come together to enjoy
singing, enjoy each other’s company,
and reduce the stigma that is so often
associated with mental illness in our
society. The documentary on Gail
Porter and her mental health journey,
normalising mental health issues, has
won a BAFTA yesterday, and
the HarmonyChoir had a guest appearance in it.
The documentary is available on BBC IPlayer https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/
m000df09/being-gail-porter A link for HarmonyChoir's Christmas video fundraiser is here:
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/HarmonyChoir/youtu.be
Short term letting
In April 2019, the Scottish Government launched a public consultation and commissioned
independent research into the impact of short-term lets on people and communities. The 2019
consultation paper outlined possibilities for a regulatory approach, which included the licensing of
short-term lets. In parallel with the consultation, what is now the Planning (Scotland) Act 2019
completed its passage through the Scottish Parliament and includes provision for the establishment
of short-term let control areas. Provision includes:
- establishing a licencing scheme for short-term lets using powers under the Civic Government
(Scotland) Act 1982;
- prioritising work to give local authorities the power to introduce short-term let control areas under
powers in the Planning (Scotland) Act 2019; and
- are fully and urgently reviewing the tax treatment of short-term lets, to ensure they make an
appropriate contribution to local communities and support local services.
A further consultation has been published here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/short-term-letslicensing-scheme-planning-control-areas-consultation-analysis/
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Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland: For online service
details click here.
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal Church
is webcasting at 10am each Sunday click here
or contact (zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).

Co-op Local Community Fund
Help us replace the Crail Community
Hall kitchen equipment, which is
currently unusable.

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Holy Mass: Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the parish
website - click here.

Choose Crail Community Partnership
as your Co-op Local Community Fund.

Crail Parish Church Advent and Christmas
Services

Raised so far £125.36

20th December 10.30am Worship Group
24th December Watch Night service
11.15pm Cellardyke Church Rev JohnMurray
25th December Christmas Day 10.30am Crail
Rev John Murray
If you wish to come to the services you will
need to book in advance as we are still only
allowed 50 persons in Church. Please either
call Helen at 450516 or email
armitage@talk21.com to reserve a place.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open each Sunday at 11.30am
for Holy Communion. Services are conducted
by the new Priest in charge, The Rev. Steven
Butler. Services are currently being live
streamed - for details of the link required go to
https://www.eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk/ Strict
social distancing measures apply in services.
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Sunday Services 1000 and 1200. Because of
Covid-19 distancing restrictions, seating is
limited and should be pre-booked by 5pm the
Friday before. Face coverings must be used,
and there will be no communal singing for
now. Please follow the stewards instructions.
For details/bookings phone or email us.
01333 312041 /pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Recycling
Recycling Centres are closed on 25 & 26
Dec and 1 & 2 Jan. Recycling Points are
not serviced on these dates.
An online booking system is in place for
Fife’s Household Waste Recycling
Centres www.fife.gov.uk/
recyclingcentres In order to comply with
social distancing only those with a prebooked slot will be permitted entry.
Letter to the Editor
Sir,
Rose Wynd has no pavement and is
poorly lit. Please pick up after your dog.’
Thank you. (I have resisted the
temptation to attach a photo!)
Morag McLullich, Rose Wynd
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WE ARE NOW TAKING YOUR ORDER FOR CHRISTMAS
We understand this year is a bit different for everyone,
and we aren't sure if the rules will change in the next
coming month, this is why we are trying to plan ahead
for the big day to avoid your disappointment.
We are doing order forms this year - this is a great
way of being able to discuss with your family what
you need this Christmas and what we can offer you,
along with prices of everything! These are available to pick up in store now or if you can't
get out, we can send the document via email or Facebook Messenger. Please message us
directly about this as we can't message you first (Facebook technical issue)
Simply fill out the form, and send back to us .
Alternatively, you can of course phone us directly to place your order, or pop in store to
discuss.
Like always, we will be providing a free delivery
service up till Christmas Eve around the East Neuk,
St. Andrews and surrounding areas.
You can use this link to go to the order form:
https://www.crail.info/post/penman-s-2020-christmasorder-form?postId=5facf90a7477a00017a3e9eb
Happy Ordering!!
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Gordon Baxter

Denburn Dispatches
Saturday 5 November was forecast to be extremely wet so the Denburn diggers were stood down
– in the event the weather was not as bad as forecast of course.
th

However, knowing there was a fair amount of litter to pick and many
other jobs to tackle, four of us met on the following Tuesday
morning. We had had a delivery of woodchip; to the top end of the
Denburn due to the delivery trailer not being able to get in at the
nearer end and this had obviously been spotted by the council guys
felling dead trees in the cemetery so they had added their chippings
made from smaller branches to our pile, they had also piled up larger logs in various places
including an inaccessible (by vehicle) spot in Denburn wood.
The heavy rain and resulting torrent pouring off the field towards Denburn had already
redistributed some of the chippings but there was still a large pile so three of us manfully shovelled
and barrowed some of it down to the end where we needed to
spread it. Slightly hampered by lack of barrows (two of us had
brought our own) since none of us could recall the right code for the
padlock we have hardly dented the pile and it was warm and heavy
work for a muggy morning. Two of us and one of the barrows had
to leave early for personal reasons but nevertheless some of the
paths were raked of leaves and
had chippings spread whereas
other paths were just raked – and there is plenty more path raking
to do which is also heavy work with the wet leaves so maybe
other volunteers will pop down to do an hour here and there.
Litter picking was also done.
I, for one, certainly feel I had a workout since I also opted to take
a barrow load of the new logs home to dry for my wood burner – the logs too were wet and heavy
– so much cheaper than gym membership!
We’ll meet again the first Saturday of January (for you to work off any Hogmanay hangovers) at
10am although it will probably still be bring your own flask! New volunteers always welcome.
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 25 January 2021 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions.
Participants will be required to confirm their identity).
From previous experience with the infamous ‘social distancing’ barriers, it is vitally
important that as many people as possible respond to the consultation questionnaire about
Fife Council’s proposals to change the management of grassland it owns. The biggest
problem is that there are not specific proposals for each area of land for which Fife Council
has responsibility. Please therefore take a few minutes to record what you do or do not
want to see done with the land in the future at www.fife.gov.uk/grasslands
Erica Hollis and Colin Morrison were both unanimously elected to the vacant seats on the
Council at the last meeting.
Queries have been raised about vacant properties in Crail (specifically the old children’s
centre and blacksmiths) that appear to be neglected and which show little evidence of
maintenance. This has been raised before, and some action was then taken. Questions were
raised as to payment of Council Tax. Other areas where gardens appear neglected and
hedges causing a hazard were also referred to. Fife Councillors have undertaken to explore
these issues further through Council bodies.

The Crail Seagull
I'm everywhere, even behind
number 2 door on the RNLI Advent
Calendar card! My fame is
spreading.
Perhaps some
‘lady’ has
ordered a
couple of
boxes of Milk
Tray? Makes a
a change from
the usual
delivery
service...
Advert/Copy
Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in
a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard
to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish
in original format large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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