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A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue through age or infirmity. Please
contact us (or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is
a service dependent on volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.
Fife Council Rewilding Proposal Consultation
Fife Council are proposing to change the way it manages
10% of the grassland maintained by the Council. In Crail
this will include Roome Bay, and the area below Crail
Castle. The seasonal management of the grasslands will
change from intensive grass cutting over the summer
months to the steps set out below.
- Grass will be allowed to grow throughout the spring and
summer
- Wild flowers will emerge and habitats created for wildlife
- The flowers and grass will provide food and shelter for
small mammals such as hedgehogs and bats, birds,
amphibians and insects
- Paths will be cut through the grass in suitable places for
people to enjoy walking, exercise and nature which improves mental health and quality of life.
- In Sept/Oct the grass will be cut and left for 2-3 weeks to allow the seed to disperse ready for the
next year
- The grass will then be lifted and baled to remove it as a source of fertility (wildflowers thrive in
less fertile conditions) and to keep the area looking tidy
- The harvested grass will then be used for feeding animals, composting and possible conversion to
fuel.
Give your views to www.fife.gov.uk/grasslands

Feeling you’ve lost touch with people during the lockdown? Do you want to send a
festive message to loved ones?
Crail Matters will publish Christmas Greetings and messages in its 21st December issue. We
also invite all organisations in Crail to send us a a short end of year round-up and plans for
2021 to include in the same issue.

Editorial Comment - Fake news,
psuedoscience

Alice Taylor

This week we are publishing a letter warning
about the public health dangers of conspiracy
theorists promulgating anti covid vaccination
views. Leaflets received in Crail claim the
government has manipulated death figures, that
coronavirus tests are “useless” and says the
government is “openly employing military
psychological warfare experts to terrify and
mislead the population with brainwashing
techniques” It also claims that billionaires such
as Bill Gates are behind the hoax and states the
world is overpopulated and needs to be cut by
around 90%. These antiscience views are
dangerous, could cost lives, and they are
profoundly disrespectful to the thousands of
people who have died. If you receive such a
letter, we recommend you simply ignore it.

The water levels were very high in Denburn on
Friday! We seem to have acquired a new, albeit
temporary, wetland next to Bow Butts Park.
ATTENTION ALL BOOKWORMS I hope to do bookstall outside
Marine Hotel again. I wont aim to start much before midmorning and will
pack up at dusk unless its seriously heavy rain (again!). I was pleased to see
a few regular customers plus locals (including canine pals) I hadn’t seen all
year although last time I got quite cold then spent a day battling with the
wind and finally books and self got quite wet!
Sat 19 and Sun 20 December - a chance to stockpile books to read on the shortest day of the
year
Sat 26 and Sun 27 December - Boxing Day books for those who didn’t get enough vols
from Santa followed by last chance to buy in 2020
Sat 2 and Sun 3 rd January - first chance to buy in 2021
If you are around the village, please make a detour along Nethergate if only to say hello or
"I don’t like books". When mentioning my plans to a regular customer he said "Wont it be
cold?" Let us please think a little positive, dress code optional, wear your sunscreen and
swimwear if you like. We did not have any problem adhering to the "Rule of Six even
outside" - I don’t think on the last day I had 6 throughout the day but I’m not complaining.
I look forward to seeing anyone/everyone particularly those who reckon not to like books.
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WILD CRAIL

Will Cresswell
Photos by John Anderson

I’ve went off the Crail patch the weekend before
last – I was at Ruddon’s point by Elie looking for
a Richard’s pipit. It felt like a major expedition
because it is the furthest I have been since
March. No luck with the pipit on either day. But
Shell Bay is a nice spot, with lots of waders out
on the beach including 30 bar-tailed godwit and
ten grey plover. I tramped over the saltmarsh a
bit and it was full of common snipe and rock
pipits, with the occasional skylark. There were a
few crossbills to be heard from the pine forest at
the back of the caravan park. Last Monday it was
squally rain showers and the wind was fairly
strong so not the most ideal conditions to find a
small bird. Even so, if the Richard’s pipit was
still there, it was not spending much of the time
in an obvious place. On the way back I stopped
at Kilconquhar to look at the loch. Another nice
spot. Lots of goldeneye – probably over 40 – and
a single male scaup.

which is surprising, but another flock of over 20
grey partridges. They seem to be going from
strength to strength around Crail like the corn
buntings: both species like the same thing. The
shore and beach was almost entirely redshanks
and oystercatchers, with the sanderling absent. A
few turnstones and the usual fifteen purple
sandpipers at Fife Ness. I sat there for a while
scanning the sea hoping for some divers. Only
two red-throated divers came past. Then I picked
up a
great
skua,
very far
out
flying
south
and then
landing
on the
sea. I
have never seen a great skua here during the
winter so I gave it the best look I could
considering the distance. It looked compact and
slightly small for a great skua, obviously smaller
than a herring gull it tried to rob, so my mind
went to more exotic southern species of great
skua. It sat on the water about three kilometers
out before chasing the herring gull and then a
gannet before I lost it over the horizon. Splitting
great skuas from their Southern Ocean cousins is
very tricky even when you get close up photos,
so it was all wishful thinking. A great skua is a
great bird regardless. But this year hasn’t been a
great skua year overall. I have seen perhaps 20 or
30 great skuas, less than 15 arctic skuas and no
pomarine skuas. Some years my Crail skua total
is in the hundreds. The long-tailed skuas of
August 27th make up for the lack of the other
species though.

The final stop of the day (the Principal of St
Andrews University having given us all St
Andrews day off) was a walk around the stubble
field just adjacent the north-west corner of the
golf course. A
few Lapland
buntings were
found there the
day before.
Sure enough, I
put up three
groups of two
birds, one of
five and a singleton as I criss-crossed the field. At
least 8 in the air at the same time and probably
more than 11. The light was great and they often
flew low and close around me so I could see their
slightly gormless look (honestly it’s is a good id
character), and enjoy their calls. There was also a
covey of 26 grey partridge and a couple of corn
bunting.
There was another young seal on the beach at
Balcomie. This one was further along than the
The cold weather from the continent caught up
individual the week before, having moulted
with us. On the 3rd it was 2 degrees, although
nearly all of its white baby fur. It was sleeping
without any wind, it didn’t feel that cold. I
among the rocks and appeared quite happy,
walked a loop around the golf clubs at Balcomie: living off its fat and waiting to grow up.
stubble and shore. There were few skylarks
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The 4th wasn’t a day to go birding – horizontal
rain for most of the day - but I couldn’t resist
dashing
down to
Crail
Harbour
for a
little
grebe.
The last
and only
little
grebe I have actually seen in Crail was also in the
harbour on January 3rd 2018. So a real Crail
rarity although unlikely to start a stampede of
birders. Little grebes are, of course, up at
Carnbee reservoir and usually on the pond at
West Braes nature reserve, but not anywhere
else. It’s the same old story of no fresh water to
speak off in the East Neuk. The little grebe last
week was diving constantly so it was barely
visible above the water. I wonder if it was a
hungry migrant making a cold weather
movement from the continent, or perhaps more
likely it had been displaced from an inland Fife
pond which had frozen overnight. Little grebes
are spectacularly waterproof, which was
definitely an asset that day, with little difference
between the surface and the bottom of the
harbour. It looked fine in the driving rain, but I
was soaked in the few minutes I watched it
before retreating home, my dog leading the way.
The tail end of the storm was still lingering the
next morning as I walked round Balcomie, Fife
Ness and Kilminning. Big storm clouds and
occasional wintery showers, with the distant
Perthshire hills covered in snow. A woodcock
popped up from the side of the horse field at
Balcomie. Woodcocks are nocturnal and hide out

in the woods during the day, but it had been so
dark and wet I don’t blame it for staying out. If
you go out into the fields after dark with a
spotlight you can see woodcock eyes shining
back at you, sometimes in surprising numbers.
There may be up to two million woodcocks
wintering in the UK, enjoying our damp and
usually mild winters. They migrate from eastern
Europe and Russia where the ground freezes and
so prevents woodcocks from probing for the soil
invertebrates they feed on.
Balcomie Beach was still empty of everything
except redshanks and oystercatchers. Half an
hour at Fife Ness produced only a few redthroated divers, kittiwakes and a steady passage
of guillemots and razorbills in small numbers.

And then a Slavonian grebe flying past from the
Forth, landing in front of the Ness. The waves
were large that morning so I could only see it in
brief glimpses. All grebes are rare around Crail
and although I saw a Slavonian grebe this year
on August 29th, this is only my 5th bird in ten
years. They are easier to find in the inner Forth or
in St Andrews Bay. I didn’t see any gannets until
I was round the coast at Kilminning, when a
flock of 14 went past: the day before there was a
steady passage past Crail because of the strong
winds.

Last Posting Dates for Christmas
U.K.
Friday 18 December 2nd Class and 2nd
Class Signed For
Monday 21 December 1st Class and 1st
Class Signed For and Royal Mail Tracked
48*
Tuesday 22 December Royal Mail Tracked
24*
Wednesday 23 December Special Delivery
Guaranteed
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International Standard & International
tracking and signature services
Wednesday 9 December
Africa, Asia,
Caribbean, Central and South America, Far
and Middle East
Thursday 10 December Canada, Cyprus,
Malta
Friday 11 December Greece, Eastern Europe
(except Czech Republic, Poland and
Slovakia) and Turkey

Saturday 12 December Czech Republic,
Finland, Italy, Poland, Sweden, USA
Wednesday 16 December
Austria,
Denmark, Germany, Iceland,
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland
Friday 18 December Belgium, France,
Ireland, Luxembourg

Allow plenty of time for posting. Please
post items and gifts for Christmas early,
particularly for International deliveries.
Ongoing Covid restrictions, reduced air and
freight capacity, high volumes and winter
weather conditions are all impacting
transportation and local delivery across the
globe.

Jigsaw Puzzle Corner
For this week’s interactive jigsaw puzzle (medium
dif�iculty: 56 pieces) we’re harking back to warmer
and sunnier days. This was the time when Victoria
Gardens were in full bloom. (Picture courtesy of
Valencia Sowry.)
https://www.jigsawplanet.com/
?rc=play&pid=3698a793f97a
Note that you can access all of the Crail Matters
puzzles via this link
https://www.jigsawplanet.com/CrailMatters/crailmatters
Jupiter and Saturn to line up to as ‘double planet’ for the first since Middle Ages
According to astronomers, Jupiter and Saturn are about to line up in a way not seen since the
Middle Ages. When the sun sets on 21 December, (the winter solstice) people looking up to
the sky will see Jupiter and Saturn closer than anyone alive has ever seen them before. It will
be the first time that such a sight has been seen for 800 years.
In a statement, astronomer, Patrick Hartigan, of Rice University said, "Alignments between
these two planets are rather rare, occurring once every 20 years or so, but this conjunction is
exceptionally rare because of how close the planets will appear to one another. You'd have to
go all the way back to just before dawn on March 4, 1226, to see a closer alignment between
these objects visible in the night sky."
Building blocks of life ‘can form even without stars or planets’.
The approach of the two planets has been going on since the summer. As it reaches its peak,
between 16 December and Christmas Day, they will be separated by less than the width of a
full Moon.
"On the evening of closest approach on Dec 21 they will look like a double planet, separated
by only 1/5th the diameter of the full moon," said Professor Hartigan.
"For most telescope viewers, each planet and several of their largest moons will be visible in
the same field of view that evening."
The two planets should be visible to anyone on Earth,
as long as the weather allows an unrestricted view. But
the best visibility will come about an hour after sunset
– when the planets will appear low in the western sky –
and will look better nearer the equator.
For anyone who misses the astronomical pairing, there
will be another chance to see the sight in 2080. After
that there will not be another opportunity until after
2400.
For further details and on where to view the event see:
https://sparky.rice.edu/~hartigan/public-night/jupsat.html
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Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you haven’t yet supported us, then
please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made
directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing hands to help with Editing,
layout and production. We also need local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

East Neuk First
Responders

East Neuk Christmas in a Bag
Why we need your help
Christmas is not a time for anyone
to be on their own. Every year,
however,
many`
people,
especially the elderly, find
themselves in that position and
this year there will be even more
who find themselves alone. This is
why the East Neuk First
Responders, in association with
the East Neuk Frail Elderly
Project, The Pavilion, Elie and
others, would like to deliver a
Christmas Lunch to the elderly in
the East Neuk who are on their
own on Christmas Day. If you
would like to help us to do this,
any donation, big or small, would
be
greatly
appreciated.
Thank you!
Donations can be
made at:
https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
donation-web/
charity?charityId=1013331&cam
paignId=14701&donationAmount
=0&stop_mobi=yes

Santa in Crail!
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Morton of Pitmilly - Private Pool and
Indoor Facilities Use
We have now opened our indoor pool for
local use during the winter months with
weekend and midweek times available.
Bookings will run for 50 minutes and are
strictly for 1 household at a time. No
towels are provided so please bring your
own and come dressed ready to swim to
allow longer in the pool. Membership of
the gym, hire of the indoor tennis court
and indoor games area are also available, 1 hour slots must be booked in advance.
If you are local to us and are interested, please contact us on 01334 880466 or email
stay@pitmilly.co.uk for further information. Pool sessions are £20 per booking. Multibooking discounts are available. Gym memberships available on a monthly or annual basis.
Indoor tennis or badminton court available at £16 per hour.
Simple Acts of Kindness
Telephone Befriending with seescape
Do you have a spare half hour each week to call someone
living with sight loss in Fife?
Do you want to make a real difference to someone’s life,
whilst gaining new skills and experiences?
If ‘YES’ then we have the opportunity for you:
Living with a sight impairment can be an isolating
experience, during the COVID-19 pandemic this has been felt
more so by those who are living alone and unable to go out
due to restrictions.
seescape are looking to recruit Volunteer Telephone
Befrienders, willing to donate a small amount of time each week to call a client, offer a
friendly listening ear, have a chat and offer moral support.

In return, Volunteer Befrienders will:
- receive training, which can be done in their own time, remotely (includes 3 videos and
supporting materials);
- receive ongoing support from a named contact at seescape;
- Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) membership;
- be part of volunteer events and activities at seescape (via Zoom);
- receive satisfaction for making a real difference to a person’s life.
Interested?
Please call/text Kirstie on 07946 288 712 or email: kirstie.henderson@seescape.org.uk
seescape main office: 01592 644979
Website: www.seescape.org.uk
Check out our Facebook page (seescape Fife) to listen to our volunteers talking about their
experiences.
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Photos by Colin Morrison
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Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland: For online service
details click here.
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal Church
is webcasting at 10am each Sunday click here
or contact (zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Holy Mass: Sunday 08:45.
Please book a seat or pew via the parish
website - click here.

Co-op Local Community Fund
Help us replace the Crail Community
Hall kitchen equipment, which is
currently unusable.

Crail Parish Church Advent and Christmas
Services
10th December 2.30pm Bereavement Service
Crail Church
13th December 10.30am Rev John Murray
20th December 10.30am Worship Group
24th December Watch Night service
11.15pm Cellardyke Church Rev JohnMurray
25th December Christmas Day 10.30am Crail
Rev John Murray

Choose Crail Community
Partnership as your Co-op Local
Community Fund.
Raised so far £98.72

If you wish to come to the services you will
need to book in advance as we are still only
allowed 50 persons in Church. Please either
call Helen at 450516 or email
armitage@talk21.com to reserve a place.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open each Sunday at 11.30am
for Holy Communion. Services are conducted
by the new Priest in charge, The Rev. Steven
Butler. Services are currently being live
streamed - for details of the link required go to
https://www.eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk/ Strict
social distancing measures apply in services.
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Sunday Services 1000 and 1200. Because of
Covid-19 distancing restrictions, seating is
limited and should be pre-booked by 5pm the
Friday before. Face coverings must be used,
and there will be no communal singing for
now. Please follow the stewards instructions.
For details/bookings phone or email us.
01333 312041 /pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
If you require transport to and from
an appointment at Skeith Medical
Practice or a local hospital please
contact:
01333 451165

Greens of Crail are stocking loose large free range eggs 30 pence each that come without
packaging so bring your own boxes if you want to reuse rather than recycle, or if you don't
need 6 at a time and want to cut down on food waste. Thanks Clem@greens
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WE ARE NOW TAKING YOUR ORDER FOR CHRISTMAS
We understand this year is a bit different for everyone,
and we aren't sure if the rules will change in the next
coming month, this is why we are trying to plan ahead
for the big day to avoid your disappointment.
We are doing order forms this year - this is a great
way of being able to discuss with your family what
you need this Christmas and what we can offer you,
along with prices of everything! These are available to pick up in store now or if you can't
get out, we can send the document via email or Facebook Messenger. Please message us
directly about this as we can't message you first (Facebook technical issue)
Simply fill out the form, and send back to us .
Alternatively, you can of course phone us directly to place your order, or pop in store to
discuss.
Like always, we will be providing a free delivery
service up till Christmas Eve around the East Neuk,
St. Andrews and surrounding areas.
You can use this link to go to the order form:
https://www.crail.info/post/penman-s-2020-christmasorder-form?postId=5facf90a7477a00017a3e9eb
Happy Ordering!!
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Letter to the Editor
Sir
I was saddened recently to find that a leaflet entitled "19 Truths Your Government Won't
Tell You about Covid-19" by one Vernon Coleman had been put through our letterbox. For
those unfamiliar with Coleman, he is a well-known purveyor of conspiracy theories who
has in his time denied AIDS, been banned by the Advertising Standards Authority, and
encouraged individuals not to seek medical help from the NHS. This current leaflet is only
the latest in a long string of irresponsible claims made by Coleman. It first surfaced in Fife
in September 2020 when it was posted through letterboxes in the Dunfermline area and
subsequently condemned by Dunfermline and West Fife MSP Shirley-Anne Somerville.
It's very saddening to see that this has now spread to Crail
For the avoidance of doubt, Coleman's leaflet is factually untrue and contrary to everything
we currently know about COVID-19 and its medical implications. Please put it, rather than
your mask, in the bin!
Kelsey Jackson Williams, Crail
Sir
Your readers may be interested to
look at and hear the
announcement in the Irish
Parliament by the Irish Minister
for Foreign Affairs about the
arrival of Santa in Ireland, and the
preparations the Irish Government
have made and advice given.
(https://youtu.be/
ZTa4m0AMcEY). There seems to
be some confusion here around
arrangements. Could we ask the
powers that be (the Community
Council?) to clarify?
Santa’s friend, Crail

The Crail Seagull
I was hanging around the Chippie last week hoping for a bit of supper, and two old bats flew
up and hung upside down near to me (as bats do). I couldn’t really understand what they were
saying, but it was to do with some kind of petition they’d come
across. Not sure what a petition is, but whatever it is it seems to be
something to do with fake news and now they’re not doing it - at least
that’s what the bats seemed to be saying. Fake news? In Crail? Never.
I wonder if I’ll be invited for a covid jab (but where would they put it
in a seagull? ugh) Mind you, if it was offered I’d take it. Speaking of
fake news, there seems to be a lot of it about around this covid epidemic. I can’t imagine why
anyone would not take it seriously given how horrible covid is. Surely anything that offers
an improvement and a way ahead is a good thing. I wish there was an innoculation against
Avian flu - I’d take it.
The pothole team were out on Marketgate the other week. Lots of vehicles, machinery and
people, patching up one small strip of the road (outside Kirkmay House). Today, they're back,
and it looks like they're going to patch up the small strip of road right next to the one they did
the other week! No wonder Fife Council has no money!
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 25 January 2021 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions.
Participants will be required to confirm their identity).
A technical problem with Zoom may have limited access for some people to the last
Community Council meeting (including the chair!). We apologise for this.
The latest consultation that has been launched by Fife Council on the subject of the
management of the public grassland spaces in Crail was discussed at the monthly
Community Council meeting last week. Here is the link to the proposals www.fife.gov.uk/
grasslands
There is considerable unease about the proposals, not least because there is a strong feeling
that this is simply a cost cutting exercise that Fife Council are seeking to impose, without a
proper consultation. There are no area specific proposals.
It is worth noting that Fife Council claim that this is a long term plan, and in that case,
there should not be any need to rush to a decision regarding a final plan.
Main points that CCC will be making are:
Principal areas of concern are the area below Castle Walk and Room Bay (Several
other areas are being transferred to CCP under asset transfer and they will have
responsibility for these areas)
Until there is a detailed plan of the grass cutting and maintenance regime, that can
be viewed and voted upon by residents in a public consultation(I.e. post Covid) the 2 areas
should be restored to their previous state i.e. the regime that pertained pre 2020.
Certain ‘difficult ‘ areas i.e the very steep 'wild' areas could be excepted by mutual
agreement.
Assurances are needed that if an annual cut of wild areas is proposed in August/
September that Fife Council have sufficient machinery and manpower to perform.
If there is a reduced cutting regime then there needs to be confirmation that ‘socially
distanced’ paths and verges are cut to enable the public to move around safely in these
areas.
All grass areas within the vicinity of the children’s play in Roome Bay area should
be regularly mown.
Weedkilling of paths in Victoria Gardens, public footpaths, and the gravel in
Marketgate should be carried out at the start of the growing season.
All work to be undertaken in these areas to be done by Fife Council and no
requirement for local volunteers.
It is important that individuals feed in their comments be they positive or negative
to Fife Council. The consultation period ends on 31 December.
Crail Community Council are also happy to collate further points for submission
and should be contacted on crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in
a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard
to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish
in original format large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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